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COMNENTS ABOUT TEX-CONR’s COMMERCIAL SALES
OF FAIRNARE DISK3
An editorial by Charles Gond

Spveral months ago I published an editorial supporting
the sales af PUBLIC DOMAIN saftware by Tex-Comp for $4.95 3
disk. I now believe that a diskinction should be sade
Setween rCosaercial sales of true public domain software and
the cossercial sale of copyrighted fairware software that is
normally freely distributed and copied on a "pay for it if
you like it and use it" Basis.

The following is quoted from the -RERD/ME file of the
Sept 12, 1986 release of FUNNELWER v4.12. GSimilar statements
are tound in the docs of all FUNNELWER releases since at
least vd.0. T(FUNNELWEBI is not to be sold or distributed
with excessive copy fees, nor made part of ARY (emphasis is
that of the FWB authors! cosmercial sale no matter what
weasel-worded disclaimers are made, nor placed on
copy-protected disks.”

The following is quoted froe a Ietter written by Tony
Mchovern on Oct 18, 1988 to the Lisa User Growp. Tony is
co-author of FUNNELWER, The comsents refer to the sale by
Tex-Coap of "FUNNELWER FARM UTILITY®. Tony writes, “Mothing
such | can say about Tex-Comp. They certainly never had the
courtesy to ask first, and given their record on DMEGOO
wouldn’t take no for an answer. ({They can get away with it
legally too on fareign to US saterial, because the US, like
the USSR - great power arrogance both, does not respect other
rountries’ copyright) Heaven knows what version they have. I
grafted a letter to Micropendius aver it but still haven’t
sent it off yet, They arn’t charging that murh that 1 get
all worked up - its just the thievery." EDITORIAL NOTE ON THE
ABOVE: The United States Senate in late Dctober 19BB {inally
ratified the international copyright treaty, so the
hustralian copyright statesent on the FUNNELWER title screen
should WO be recognized as valid in the United States.

The following is gquoted fros a Tex-Coap advertisenent
offering DML00O 3.5 for sale. The advertisement is on page
19 of the October BB issue of Micropendiua, "It (DMICOO)

originally started life 3s a Canadian copy of the Cor-Tosg.

Disk Mamager and has been impraved by users all around the
world., V3.5 is considered the most reliable version ta date
and we have received permission fros Cor-Coap to distribute
it as freessare.*

The following is gquoted froa the last page of the
v3.5 documentation as released by the Dttawe (Canada)
Ti-99/44 Hser’s Group,  "Disk Manager 1000 was written
coapletaly from scratch and does not aperate the same as
other disk sanager prograas. Although Disk Manmager 1000 may
look ' similar to the CorComp disk manager, it is z compietely
different program with different features.”

IN1000

EDITORIAL COMMENT ON THE ABOVE: Te:-Comp’s statesent
dbout having perasission to distribute D000 is aeaningless,
! toa sight give Tei-Comp permission to distribute DN1000.
However this peraission is not amine to give! Neither can
CorCosp authorize distribution of BM1000, since it isn’t
forComp’s program. It seem’s to se thal TexComp is excewding
its saral and perhaps legal authority in =elling copyrighted
fairware  software without persission of the author or
copyright holder. : :

S$SDONESE

Charles €. Alspaugh 1724-1998

Charlie Alspaugh, 54, a long tise meaber of the Lima User
Broup died Noveaber B, 1988. His funeral was conducted on
Nov. 11 by Minister Michael J. Martinko, also of the Lime
U6. (How many other user groups can clais a aeaber/pastor
who gerforas pastoral services for group meabers?t Charlie
attended almost all our wseetings, including the CGct. 88
seeting. Two weeks after attending this meeting Charlie
decided he washn™t feeling well and entered a local hospital
for tests. He died as a result of surgical complications,
Charlie was responsible for the reorganization of our group’s
cassette tape library, and he was in charge of local
publicity for our recent Multi-User Group conference. Rs one
of the few local sembers of our group with & double sided
disk controller, we could always count on Charlie to transfer
double density disks we received into single density format,
Charlie really enjoyed playing with new software and always
had a gleam in his eye when new goodies were demonstrated at
group seetings. In the frue sense of a dedicated hobbyist he
took hose copies of EVERYTHING that was new to the growp
software library. He was a particular favorite of ay I year
old daughter whenever I would take her to a user group
seeting, She frequently mentions Charlie whenever the
subject of the user group comes up in home discussion, The
Lisa User Broup extends our sympathy to Charlie’s wife and
family. We will aiss hia.

Lharles &Good
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THE 1988 CHICAGO TI FAIRE:
L comments and cbservations
by Charles Bood

Lima Dhio Yser Group

- The Chicago User Group had a truely first class 4faire
this vear, complete with a pre~faire bash and 2 post faire
catered dinner all in a first class hotel. Everything was
well organized and ran smoothly. 1 attended only the sain
svent, the actual faire on Saturday. Other aembers of our
group attemded the Friday night bash where I was told the
comsents and beer flowed freely until at least 28M, 1
overheard two separate individuals state that there were
$00-55¢ paid attendee names entered in the door prize pool.
The exhibit room was easily large enough to handle the crowd,
I never had to buep elbmws or felt pushed around., The
conference rona  often  had 100+ attending the major
desonstrations, A5 is usual for  the Chicagn faire,
"everyone” was there from all over the country. T met
presidents and nawsletter editors of user groups from Coast
to coast. These are peaple I otherwize onlv know froa their
writings in cur esxchange newsletters. 1 also talked with
some very well known 99/4A and Geneve software authors. Most
of the big name 71 personaiities were in  attendance. but I
won't try and list them all for {ear of Ieaving someone out
and causing insult,

THE ND SHONS:

In the now well established tradition of new 99/44
products, the sost widelv anticipated heavily adverticed new
product was not guite yet ready for release. 1 am, of
course, talking about Asgard Software’s new word processor
PRESS. At the Asgard table viewers were shown a nicely
styled software/docusentation case with nothing auch inside.
Belivery was promised before the end of the sonth. Asgard’s
general manager Chris Bobhitt, PRESS’s author Charles Earl
and PRESS’s documentation writer Ruth 0°Neal gave a partial

desonstration in the conference rooa, Considering that the
product doesn’t yet exist, these people gave a fantastic
PRESSentation. Hased on what I saw, and baszed on fsgard’s

reputation of delivering the qoods in & reasonable tise, |
ave Asgard av $39.95 check for an advance order. 1 was told
that Asgard took in SEVERAL HUMDRED prepaid advance orders
for PRESS. Lets hope the goods get delivered as prosised.
The following bits of information, not caovered in the
prepublication advertisements for PRESS, were gleaned from
the formal FRESSentation in the conference rooa and from a
personal conversation with Charles Earl:

Loior highlighting of test partions is available.

The 100000 word spell checker will be on 3 90K disks, and
the rest of the software on 3 fourth 90K disk.

The prograa inciudes the best features of WORD STAR and
WORD PERFECT plus new studf, and ic designed to be eagily
tearned by those faeiliar with  TI-Writer. Many TIN
keystrokes do the sase thing in PRESS.

The page nusber, line number of the page, and coluse
position of the curser are ¢isplayed nuserically.

R keyboard buffer {na more sissed letters at word wrap)
is gart of the software.

User detined macros can be created.

Filn; are NOT scaved in DVAY fnraat. However utilities
are included for easy conversion of PRESE text files to and
froa DVB0 foreat,  Thus FRESS can use and create TI-Writer
files and can use “"pure ASCII® files iamported from other
coaputer foraats,

fraphics created with other software cannot easily be
imported into PRESS files., PRESS is not intended ac  desktop
publishing software.

There is provision for a user dictionary.

Files are kept mostly on disk and only portions aof files
are kept in semory. Thus the size of a docusent file is
iimited only by available disk or raedisk space.
Unfortunately, there is as yet no provision to warn you when
the mediz is about to be filled to capacity.

PRESS will work in 80 coluens with the Geneve, and should
alsc work 80 colusns with no probless with the BILJIT AWL
card using the 99/44.

Ancther anticipated software release did not happen.
Although the Dttawa user group was present, [H2000 wasn’t.
It is just sob quite ready. I wwerstand that when it is
released it will support hard disks.

Alep pissing from the 1988 faire were any hardwars
products eade by Mechatronics. This is significant, becauss
almost any other hardware product you ever heard of for the
99/48 and bDeneve was present and available for purchase. At
last vear’s faire you could purchase a Mechatronics Gramcard,
souse, and 8O colusn card. In ker *TI Comparison Shopper®,
recently released as part of Gemial Traveler vol.2 &2,
Shirley Slicer lists these PMechatronics items as na longer
available. They were all shown at the [9B87 faire by T.A.P.E.
LTD of Dntaric CR. Maybe this dealer is no lenger active. 1
was not  dapressed with what [ sam of the Mechatronics
hardware products at the 1987 faire, and apparently sost
others weren’t either. [ have seen noc newsletter cosment on
these products since the 1987 faire.

HARDRARE ON DISPLAY:

Many new and fapiliar hardware products were available
for purchase. The following items particularly attracted my
attention.

By far the sost important new hardware device shown was
the Myarc HARD AND FLOPPY DISK CONTROLLER. The HFDE will
probably displace the Horizon Ramdisk as the aost isportant
"must have" product for a really useful powerful computer
systen. For about the same price as a { MEE Horizon Ramsdisk
(available from Bud Mills Services for $630 + 8460 if they
assepble the kit for vou), you could purchase at the faire a

"HFDC, and 2 20 MEG hard disk with power supply. Thats right

folks, for the same bucks you can purchase either | seq
(Horizon) or 20 megs (HFDC) of alsest instant access data
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sturaqe?' Lots of HFBC based systess were up and running at
the #aire at various vendor and user group tables.
upon what I have seen at the faire and read in Micropendium
and in the newsletters, the MYARC WFBC works very dependably
with 99/4% systems. There are few or no bugs if vou are
using a 99/4R. There are still some probless using the WFDC
with the Geneve which presupably will be resolved when the
"final® version of MDOS it released.

A good indication of the gopularity of the HWFDE is the
fact that Horizon Ramdisks went unsold. At the {987 faire,
#li available Horizons were sold im the early hours of the
faire, At the recent May 88 Multi-User Group Conterence at
Lima OH, many Horizons were sold.  However, when the 1988
Chicago faire closed, there were fully built Horizoas still
unsold at the tables of three separate venders.

In talking with knowledgeable HFDC users, I learned that
hard disck arress tise is about 75% clower than accaees from a
Horizon. 1f your program takes 1 second to boot from a
Worizon, it will take 1.75 seconds froe a hard disk. BIG
DEAL! ! suspact that vou will hardly notice the difference,
I alsa learmed that the HFDL has an adjustable CRU address.
This allows you to use the HFOC aleng with ancther disk
controller in the same PE box and control up to 8 fluppy
grives.

Speaking of ramdisks, Nidwest Ergineering had Horizom
Rasdisk clones presssesbled for lower prices than those
quoted by Bud Mills. Midwest calls their rasdisks the
CHICABO RAMDISK, because Bud Mills kas exclusive rights ta
the Horizon Ramdisk name. Midwest’s produrt appears o be
igentical to a Horizon. Assembled Chicage ramdisks were
priced from $225 for 256K up to 4575 for a lmeg rasdisk.

Another useful hardware device for sale was Bud Mills
Service’s P-Bram PE box card. This is a gras emulator with
an optional real tiee clock that allows vou to load one
sodule f(and I think oniy one module at a time) into battery
backed semory. Firmware is provided for dumping modules to
disk files that can then be loaded into the P-Gram. These
tiles are identical to weodule files used hy the Geneve
computer and by the discontinued 6ram Kracker. 4 meamory
editor identical te that found on the Grae fracker is
provided for customizing module software. With the P-Graa
you can NOT sodify the console operating system {grom 0} or
Ti-Basic (groms | and 23, 54K of memory is available for use
as RAM in the module semory space, so the P-Gram can be used
as an extra large capacity "Super Lart" wadule.

To se, the important significance of this card is that it
i the only battery backed gram device for the PE box. The
Mechatronics bramcard has no battery backup, With the P-Gras
tard you run Extended Basic without having to worry ahout a
flaky grom port connection. Other battery backed gras
devires, such as the fram Kracker, plug intc the gros port
and sometiees crash XB due to & less than perfect from port
connection. My experience suggests that the 99/4A's side
expansion -port is much more reliable than its groa port. 1
would thus expect 3B to run guch more reliably out of the PE

Based

- 16 colors.

bus than it does from the grom port. Cost of the P-Bras from
Horizon Computer is %130 (+420 for the optional clock) for a-
kity aor S$180 (4820 for the clock! built tested and
gua%anteed.

Ancther battery backed up gram device, the GRARLULATOR,
was offered by CaDb ELECTRONICS for $190. This plugs into
the gros port and is very similar to the GramKracker in lpoks
and  functions. Unlike the &K, the GRAMULATOR «ill
successfully back up MBX cartridges and the battery is very
easy to get at, Unlike the P-Gram card, you can use the
BRAMULATER to modify groms 0,1, and Z.

Wy award for the sleeper hardware {relatively uanoticed,
but probably very significant) shown at the faire goes to the
BLIIT AVPC card displayed at the L.L. Conner fable way back
in one corner of the exhibit raom. A prelisinary version of
this card was displayed at the (987 Chicago Faire, but at
that time there was no compatible software available. This
card is for use with the 79/4A console and installs in the PE
box. VYou then connect your senitor directly to the card, and
with the right software you can get an 80 coluen text display
with the same tremendous spectrum of colors and the same
screen resoiution as the Geneve., With aost 99/4R software
you still have to put up with the old 49 colusn display and
The tonsole has to be modified to use the DIJIT
card, but aec seldering is required, and no extra cables are
nesded (other than the reqular PE hox cable! to connect the
card to the console. Kith this card in place, you can
display from a 99/48% consale in full glorious coler amy
graphic created with the heneve using HYART. For $220 you
get the card, an apparently bug free 80 coluen version of
Tl-¥riter, sose really great MVART picture files, and support
software. [ was told by PRESS author Charles Earl that PRESS
will run in 80 coluans with the DIJIT card. If vou don’t
want to buy a Geneve, this looks like the best way to get an
80 column display from a 99/4A compatible systes. [ bought
one!

Under the category of *hardware” I should also sention
the ogeneric ctuff. Flippy disks were availabie for 5.30
each, and & very sturdy surge protected power center cost 429
fros the CHICAGD B 128 USER BROUP, 1 have seen this same
power center several places for $39. I purchased tug all
wood disk hoxes that lock Iike someshat like roll top desks
tor $34 each fros BYD Coaputer Supplies. They each hold over
200 disks and iook great in sy early agerican living room. [
have never seen a sigilar product for advertised 4or Iless
than $43.

NEW SOF TWARE

J. Peter Hoddie gave his usual slick demonstration of
now benial roapuerware oféerings.

For beneve owners, PICTURE TRANSFER will convert all
cosson picture formats into MYART or GIF format, and can

MNEXT MFaiail
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:uhin;iuitiple imeges in the manner of clip art, MYART
doey not have a clipart function.

IRIAD, by Wayne Stith, is z coabination disk sanager,
tarainal eaulatar, and word processor ALL 1N MEMORY AT THE
SAME TIME, The word procesor resesbles the TI-Writer editor
and uses the same keypresses to access its various functions.
The disk manager closely resesbles DHI0O0,

At the ASGARD tabkle there were lots of recent and new
softwars releases. [ purchased QUISK-RUN. This software
scdifies  almost any extended basic program to start
instantly, without waiting for prescam or loading of data
trom disk data files. You can distribute these modified XB
prograss without paying any royalty.

Another ASGARD cffering is EZ-KEYS PLUS, an enhanced
version of the original £Z-KEYS. This offers alsost
unlimited prograsming possibilities for hot kevs in  extended
basic. As a newsletter editor, 1 particularly like the ease
with which EI-KEYS PLUS lets you print XB progras listings in
28 columns with checksuas.

FINAL COMMENTS

Lots and Iots of octher software and hardware was
available. The ahove specifically descriped itess arp those
which [ found particularly attractive, [fems purchased at
the faire never required a “handling® fee or postage, and
with one eucoption no sales tar was charged. Thus sven if
you pay list price {and often you pay such less), you “pay
less at the faire thas through the aail. The Chicago faire
is & great place to meet pecple, get hands on experience with
new hard and software, and sake discount purchases, It is
one of the big events of the yzar for me. I intend to be
Back next year.

SOURCES FOR PRODUCTS MENTIONED IN THIS ARTICLE
ASEARD SOFTWARE (PRESS, EI-KEYS PLUS, GUICE RUN)
Box 10304, Rockville MD 20837
301-559-242%

BB COMPUTER SUPPLIES iWood disk baxes)
129 Jefferson 5t., Montgomery IL 60338
312-897-3777

BUD MILLS SERVICES (Harizon Ramdisks and P-~Gram card}
164 Dartmouth Dr., Toledo DM 43414
419-385-3945

CADD ELECTRONICS {bramulater)
81 Prescott Rd., Rayaond NH 03077
603-895-0119

CHICAGD B 123 USER GROUP {cheap disks and power renters)
$107 N. Ddell, Narridge 1L 50434
312-434-8720

GENIAL COMPUTERWARE (TRIAD, PICTURE TRANSFER)
Bux 183, Srafton MA 01519
6;7-83?'4134

{.L. fonner {DIJIT AVPC 80 column card)
1521 Ferry 5t., LaFayette IN 47904
J17-742-8144 or 317-423-4979

NIDKEST ENGINEERINE (Chicagn Ramdisk)
207 Arcadia Dr., Vernon Mills IL 606041
312-362-9034

MYARC (Hard and #loppy disk contrpller)
2628 Ranier DR, NE, Vermingham AL 35215
205-834-3843 SEDONESS

MATI-USER GROUF COWFEREMCE UPDATE

We expect to have Chris Bobbitt of ASGARD SOFTWARE, Barry
Traver of GENIAL COMPUTERWARE, and Jim Horn of the COMPUSERVE
Tl FORUM as our guests. They will give formal presentatisns.
Resesber, this ALL 7I fonference is Saturday May 20 at the
Lisa Ohic caspus of Ohic State University. EVERYTHING IS
FREE' There is no adaission charge, and no charge to user
groups or dealers who wish to have tables in the exhibit
rooa. The Lima User Group will sake a video tape of ill
forsal presentations and offer free copies of this video te
any user group what requests one. It is not too early to
start thinking about requesting table space or formal
presentation tise. For more information, or to schadule
exhibit rooe tables or a formal presentation, call the Lisg
U6 president Dave Szippl evenings at 419-228-7109.
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