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THO VIDEQTAPES NOW AVAILABLE TO THE T1 COMMUNITY

In this newsletter is an article describing the newest
varsion of FUNKELKEB, 4.2, and ancther article describing
sose never released official TI sodule software, He have twe
viden tapes demonstrating of all this software which we are
offering to the TI comsunity for the cost of aedia and
pastage. Gne tape shows the complete step by step
configquration process and illustrates all of the new features
of both 40 and 80 column FUNNELWMEB 4.2, The second
videotapa shows never released (or released to very limited
circulation) sodule software with a TI copyright or written
by third parties under & TI license. Running tise for each
of these two videotapes is approwimately 1 hour 30 minutes.
My user group, as well as individuals who are paid meebers
of the Lisa U, can obtain copies of these videos by sending
a W8 tage and paid return mailer, or ¥, for zach tape
desired. Our address is P.0. Box 447, Vessdocia OH 45894,
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T.I. MULTI HBER GROUP CONFERENCE UPBATE
Saturday May 25, 1990

HARRISON SOFTWARE will be present selling classical
susic angd the HARRIGON WORD PROCESSOR. Bruce Harrison will
give a thr foraal presentation on the techmical aspects of
direct assesbly language access ta the TI's shound chip, and
he will demcnstrate his company’s word processor.

TIGERCUB SOFTWARE will offer an espanded collection of
*dirt cheap® pubiic doeain and fairware software. Jim
Peterson reports that his sales of such software have picked
up 1A recent wesks, due in part ta rerent additions to his PD
_software cataleg.

As reported in our last newsletter, the following
individuals and organizations have also indicated to us that
they plan to attend:

HARRY BRASHEAR- Nicropendium colusnist.

Geniai Cosputerware- seiling Barry Traver’s magazine on
a disk. Barry will probably give one or two formal
presentations.

DIBK ONLY SOFTWARE- represented by Jia Horn. They sell
beneve computers and ather items of software and hardware
{including hats) for the Geneve and 99/44. ’

ASGARD BOFTWARE- the largest active publisher of T1 and
beneve related saftware, will of course be represented by its
owner Chris Hobbitt.

BUD WILLS SERVICES=- with ramdisks, P-BRAM cards and
other neat hardware for the ?9/4A and the beneve,

L.L, CONNER ENTERPRISE-—one af the best "ganeral® TI and
Eeneve dealers ia the area,

The Lisa Uh has obtained specific price quotes from sany
area aotels. Some sotels are offering significant discouats
to those attending pur UG Conference. We will publish this
information, along with & map of the Lisa area showing motel
- locations and the location of the OSU Lima Campus, in future
aditions of this newsletter, WNe do not intend to designate a
specific “headguarters® motel. Those attending the WUG
Conference who wish to spend a night or two in the Lisa area
can contart the wmotel of their choice, based on  the
intarmation we publish,

Remeaber, everything at the MUG Lonfereace is FREE. To
reserve tables ip the exhibit room, schedule a forsal
presentation, or obiain additional inforsation, write the
Lina U6 at P.0. Box 47, Venedoria OH 45894, or phone: Dave
Szippl svenings at $19-27B-7109.
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BTOP PRESS NOTE ADBED TC THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE:

We have just received a letter dated Dec 04/BY from Tony
Mcbovern in response to 2 letter we sent him about a few bugs
in the initial release of Funnelweb v4,2, Tony says "You are
right, don’t circulate widely on 4.20 until 4.21 is
‘received,.... 1’11 send 4,21 very soon.” It was initially owr
intention to include disks with FMB v4.2 to all exchange user
groups and out of town paid sesbers who receive this
newsletter. We will new wait on this. When v4.21 is
received, we will mail it. The major bug in the current v4.2
is that you cannot run XBASIC software from the XB user list.
You are instead returned to %B comsand mode. [his really is
no probles, because you can run XB software from the BISK
REVIEW part of Funnelweb. Those user groups and out of toen
seskers who are super anxious to get their hands on v4,.20 as
it now exists cam do so by sending TWO DISKS and a paid
return mailer. We will send cut v4.21 when it is available.

FUNNELNEE YERSION 4.2, IX 40 AND B0 COLUMNS
newn feztures report by Charles Good
Liaa COhig User Group

Dated Nov 14, the first release of Funnelweb v4.2 has
bren sent by Tony McGovern to his regular correspondants . and
to those who recently sent him a fairware donation.
Driginally, Tony was planning to completely rewrite an BO
colusd vercion pf FUNMELWEE fros scratch, making its coding
sore "elegant® and compact and giving it the new name of
WHIPBIRDS, However, such a rewrite would have made NHIPBIRDS
largely incompatible with previous versions of FUNNELWED with
respect to  previously created user lists and system
contiguration (SYSCON) data. So Tony has put WHIPBIRDS on
hold and has incorporated soke of the new features he planned
tor WMIPEIRDS intc the latest FUNNELMEB.

BISK REVIEN:

The enhanced disk directory available to BO column users
(oeneve, AYPC card, or Mechatronics 80 column peripheral)
since fast sumser as file BDAV has been renamed DISK REVIEW,
It coees preconfigured in one of the FNE central smenus and
mow comes in both 80 and 40 column versions, Yes, now #0
colusn users can eake use of this new VERY POMERFUL utility.
With the 40 or 80 coluan DISK REVIEN you can bring up a disk
directory and -move the cursor next to a file nase. You can
then press "R" and run the software! This includes asseably
language software that reads as PROBRAN or DFBO on the disk
directory and extended basic software {if you have the XB
sodule pluged in} that reads as PROGRAM or IV254 on the disk
directory. The only thing you can’t run this way is 71 BASIC
software that wea’t run from extended basic, such as PROGRAMs
using TEZ speach.

Using either 40 or B0 colusn DISK REVIEN, you can
protect, unprotect, delete, renase, 2nd copy {a feature not
previcusly found in GDAV) the disk directory file next to the
cursor. File copy requires more tham one drive. You cam
#xaine the contents of the disk header sector (sector 0),
and you can exaktpe each aof the file header sectors. You cam
print a disk directory to a printer, or to a DVBO disk file
Aase.  When printing to a disk file, the file is opensd in
APPEND mode.  This allows you to chain saccessive disk
directories into one large text file shich can serve as a
reference data base to quickly show you the contents of your
entire disk library. These features allow you to use HISK
REVIEW for many of the things you would usually bhave to do
trom a disk manager.

Kith the 40 column DISK REVIEW you can load ANY KIND OF
FILE into & 17K butier for VIEWing an the screen. 1 the
file fills the buffer, the #ile continues to load and
overwrites the contents at the beginning of the buffer, You
can load the whole file in at once, or page it in one streen
of text at a tise, or one file record at a time.  PROGRAN
files loaded thic way are dizplayed simultaneously in beth
MECII and Hex. The display reseshles what vyou see with a
sector editor. The most useful use of this YIEW feature of
BISK REVIEM is the viewing of DVBO text files. You can take
the DOC file of a piece of software and read it on the screen
without having to sake a hardcopy. Then you can go back to
the DISK REVIEM disk dirsctory and Rlun} the software. The
17K hutter will arcomodate about &8 disk sectors of text
before it starts to overwrite itseif., Once in sesory, you
-can print the file to a printer in whole or in part. You cam
sark  the buffer text in two places and print to a printer or
¢isk file anly that part of the beffer contents between the
sarks,  This allows you to make a small DVBO file Containimg
oaly part of the text of a larger DVEO file.

With the B0 ccluan version of DISK REVIEW there are two
84K VIEM butfers, the second available gnly if vou have 192
of video RAK installed. This is an easy option with the AVPC
card. It can be done, but not easily, on 2 Geneve. You can
put text in each of these butfers and display either buffer
O the screen, alternating back and forth between either
buffer and the disk directory. You can also display both
buffers simultaneousty, scrolling thems hath up and dowa and
pinting all or parts of either buffer. Text in each Wuffer
stays in mesary for instant recall without disk activity
wntil you exit DISK REVIEW. The 40 cululn DISX REVIEI has
nnly one text buffer, - '+ uhan

e o diga

REVISED EDITOR:

The text and assesbly progras 40 and 80 colusn wditors
have besn rewritten imtermally to ailew much faster save
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linag, copy lines, delete limes, and reforsat. NOVE LINES no
longer ravses & TEXT BUFFER FILL condition. Because of the
increased speed of reformat, it is now unlikely that
Characters will be dropped at the end of lines using the 4¢
column editor, slightly more likely with the 80 coluse
editor. Text buffer capacity has been increased siightly.
when editing, you can alternate back and forth between two
sitforent sets of tabs using ST {swap tabs), T displays the
curreat set of tabs, 5T displays the alternate set. Both
sets of tabs are saved on disk when the file is saved with
SF. In the 80 colusn editor the tabs can oplionally be
displayed on the bottom ruler.

A new feature has been added to the asseably source code
editor (the £/A editor) that is uwseful for creating new
apsesbly code, or typing in an assesbly listing from a
newsletter or Micropendium. You can, optionally, keep the
alpha lock off and type everything in using lower case, using
SHIFT for upper case as desired in the cosment portion of
ach line of code.  MWhen you press {enter) atter typing a
line of cooe and its cosment the code autopatically becomes
wpper tase letters as is required for source code, while the
comeent resains just as you typed it in a eixture of upper
and lower case. This makes comssnts much easisr to read and
to distinguish from the actual scurce code when viewing a
seurce code listing.

In the 80 coluan Showbirectory, you can brisg up a satond
directory without having to exit SD to the editor and them
reboot 50, In the 40 coluan 5D you still have to back out
and then reboot 50 to see another directory.

PATH NAME CONFIGURATION FOR HARD DRIVES ETC:

Wnen configuring FNB v4,2 you have the option of
desigeating a path name for all files, When set, path nase
configuration deactivates boot disk tracking and whatever
#rive suabers you choose to designate for the TiNriter and EA
central menus. FPath name choices are WDSL.F¥B. or RD. or
B6KR, or HB. if you choose this option. If you are using a
hard disk WD51,F¥WB. allows you to have all the Funnelwed
files, including user configured software, as files in tha
sape subdirectory. This leaves DSK1. emulation available
ter other purposes. \Using RD. you can put all your
Funnelwel files on & Myarc ramdisk, ! think 'DSKR. works
with a Fpundation card, Once Boot path is set, the rest of
the configuration process just needs file names,  Funnelwek
will gutosatically insert the bool path name in front of the
file nase when searching for the file.

"ON THE FLY® RECONFIGURATION:

Whan exiting Funnelwsh from either of the central memus
you press FCTH/? (BACK), You need to know this, since there
is no screen prompt te suggest that FCIN/? does aaything
bere. 14 you answer °N° to the resulting DUIT? proept you
are then given the opportunity to temporarily losd a
sitfermat character set into semory, change the editor
printer default nase, and change the TI Writer and ER contral

seau drive nasbers. These changes are not persanently resd
back to disk but they do remain in effect until yow exit
Fumnelweb.

OTHER SHALL CHAMBES:

Files in all disk directories are no longer marked by
pressing a nusber. Instead you move the cursor next te the
file name with the arrow keys (EX ar FCIN/EX) to perfors some
action on that file. It is omly really necessary toc sark a
file (with space bar or *N* or {enter) depending on where you
are within Funnelweb} if you want a DVB0 or DFBO file to be
the workfile name that appears in the editor when you LF or
SF.

You can now protect and unprotect with GUICK DIRECTDRY,
which you can access from asost places in Funnelwed with
FCIN/7 1AID),

When hooting DFBC software fros the LOADERS aenu, or with
Riun) from DISK REVIEW ang you have put ail the files into
BeROry, you have to biank the next DSKx proapt oftf the screen
with spaces or with ERASE before you press {(enter} in order
to display the START name. If vyou press <enter} without
daing this you get an error. You can recover fros this error
with REBU, Then press ERASE and then {enter) to display the
START name.

The FORMATTER is now an independent LOADER #2 file not
linked directly to the rest of the Funneiweb environsest.
This means you can use other formatters, such as the one that

~cones with Art Green’s “*TI-Writer v4.2* instead of the

forsatter that coses with Funnelweb. Renasme the altermate
forsatter files FO, FP, etc and put thea on the funnelwed
disk or subdirectory,.

Screen layouts for the B¢ coluan DISK REVIEW and SHOM
DIRECTORY have been isproved, compared previaus versisms of
%0 coluan funnelweb.

You can no longer delete files from the EDITOR cossand
line, although the prompts on the FILES submenu on the
coasand line say that vyou can. File deletion is now deme
froa within the EDITOR using SHOM DIRECTORY,

CONCLUSIONS:

New features are found throughout the new Funnelwek., &0
column users especially will love the new very powerful
features available to thes in DISK REVIEW, DISK REVIEW is a
sajor new piece of software, not just a ainor update. If you
wse 1t you should send Tony an additional fairware payssat
over and above what vou have already paid for other parts of
Furneiweb., How much additipnal? Well, DISK REVIEM is
cosparable to the latest versions of Johs Johnson’s BOET,
maybe better, You can consult ads in recent NWICROPENDIUMs
for the asking price of DOOT,

EEDONES ¥
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THE DEAT MK DISK STORAGE CONYAINGR
by Charles Good
Liza Ohio User Group

A5 our user group’s librarian 1 use lots of 5.25 iach
disks. The group’s library is quite extensive, and 1 need
realy access to the entire likrary in order to serve the
wewds of our members. 1f you need ready access to more tham
30-100 disks, the standard plastic storage boxes with the
transparent tlip tip lids are not convenient. They are net
reily stackable. I you do stack them and want to get at a
disk in the lowest disk box, then you have to unstack all the
bezes. Furtheraore, vou can’t put other stuff on top of
these disk boxes because this prevents access to the flip tep
li#s. Such boxes occupy lats of valuable surface area on the
Coaputer desk. The supurb looking and very expensive woodew
roll tep disk storage boxes have the same disadvantages. You
Ca#’t stack thea feven the top one in a stack won’t roll opes
properly}l and you can’t put other stuff on top of them if yew
want to maintain access to your disks.

What is needed to overcome these probless are stackable
disk cahinets with a flat top surface and with individeal
drawers that pull aut horizontally. Comspact digk (CB)
storage boxes don’t work. They are slightly too small der
fleppy disk storage.

Mational Computer Accessories sells just the required
itea. For §19.99 plus about $5.50 U.P.5, shipping you can

parchase part number DHS300, a good looking wooden encloswre

with two plastic storage drawers #or 3,25 inch disks, The
wnit looks like the CD storage cabinets you have seen for
sale at aany local stores, but it is specifically designsd
for  5.25 inch floppy disks. Total capacity of this unit is
300 disks. Even including shipping cost, this is the
timpnt cost per disk of any bulk disk storage container I
Mave ever seen, Drawer dividers snap inte plare and D0 MY
COME UT ASAIN unless you specifirally pull thea cut, Thess
¢ividers are such more sacure than those typically found im
the transparent flip top lid type of storage box, Plastic
dravers of these units are rather flimsy, but the wooden
eaclossres are quite substantial. These enclosures caa
sabely be stacked from floor to ceiling if you really have
tows sad tons of disks,

I like these M.C.A. disk cabinets, I now have inmadiate
access to all my disks and the storage containers dae’t
sccupy lots of surface area. 1 have seen other kinds of
stackable disk drawers in catalogs and in a few cosputer
stores, but what I have seen elsewhere is very pxpensive
coapared to the cabinets sold by N.L.A.

MATIONAL COMPUTER ACCESSORIES
1310 McCormack Strest
Sacramento CA 95814
é-441-1500

¥ sercharge for credit card paysent. ¥XDONEXX

‘illl!!.

THE BIGNIFICANCE OF FWMELUED PAOGAWN LOANER §1
by Charles Good
Lima Dhio User Group

When booting assembly language PROBRAM software fros
Femnelweb you usually use 32 or failing that #3 froa the
LORDERS or DISK REVIEW menus. Lloader #2 is basically
identical to #5 froa the EA sodule and boots the character
set that is in the console GROMs. This is the character set
that has those horrible lower case letters that jook like
seall upper case letters and does not have any screen gisplay
for ASCII {-31 (the FI Writer CTRL/U control characters),

Loader #1 is alaost identical to #2 except that with
loader #1 the first Fusnelweh character set is loaded in
sssory (file C1 in Funneiweh v4.2, file CHARAL in esarlier
versions). This is a auch better looking character set. Aay
assephly FPROGRAM that can be loaded from Loader #2 will alse
probably work with Loader #1. Using Loader #1 gives such
better [looking text with software that does not have its owa
Built in character set.

Try this to see the difference between Loaders #1 and 2.
Exsmine the text that is displayed within DMIOOD as it comes
already configured in Funnelweh, Then run CONFIGURE and
reconfigure DN1000 in the TI Writer side MENU. Change DN1000
fros 2 42 (GPL FPge} to a2 #1 (TIN Pgsl load. Aeboot
Feanelweb, dring up DMI090, and notice the difference in the
apprarance of the text. On my system the DEI000 screem
telors are also changed, but ! like the new screen calors.

Sosetimes there is an advantage in not having ASCIE 1-3
visible on the screen. The visible control characters create
lots of screen clutter. DISK REVIEN of Funnelweb v4.2, hoth
40 and B0 coluan versions, coses preconfigured as a loader
8, and you can’t change this with CONFIGURE. If you want to

© gut rid of control characters in text VIEMed with PISK

REVIEW, you can use CONFISURE to configure DISK REVIEW (file
PR} into 2 second place in the central menus as @ Loader W2
WML Pgai option. Text VIENed +4rom this altermate BIMK
MEVIEN central mems selection will & free of contrel

characters. SSDONESS
VOLIME 510!

Yes, Wk are beginning our bth year of publication of this
mewsletter, EVERY ISSUE SINCE THE BESINNING IS STILL N
PRINT. We have disk files of almost everything published in
DBAP since December 1984, These unarchived disk files accupy
the squivalent of 14 SS8D disks. Hard copies of all issues
since our aodest voluse. ! #1 in August 1985 are available
for $0.03 per page. This material is available to any user
trowp or to any paid aeaber of the Lisa User Group. Meahers
will te billed for the cost of xeroxing requested back
User groups should write for price quotes at $90.03
par page. Members and user groups can have the disk files by
gisks and a paid return mailer. Wa can put the cosplete st
of unarchived files on as few as 4 DSDD disks, S3DONESE

Ay




Bits, Bytes & Pixels

FAacE Y5

ML 77
by Barbara (Mrs. Charles) Gpod
Computer Widow Auxiliary, Lima Bhio User bGroup

While searching my brain for a beginning to this article
I feel that in all fairness 1 sust tell you that | do mot
have as such affection for computers as many of vyou. |
consider myself to be no sore than sesi-literate ia
cesputerese, [ appreciate the work saving qualities of the
cosputer but do aot fancy them in the way that sy husbamd
does or that many of you do. As is the case with many of you
I have limited tise ito spend on ay hobbies and thus have
choices to make, | have chosen to avoid involvement with the
cemputer except on a “strictly businss" lavel.

Realizing, however, that sy previous statesents might
srouste intense hostility in come of you more rabid computer
buffs, 1 hasten to confess that I am typing this om a
Seith-Carona personal word processor cosplete with samery,
disk drive, etc. Now that I have your attention and have
also sucreeded in the dreaded beginning-- on to the real
subjoct of this article,

l

1 am light years away froa calling myself a susician but
I wmjoy listening to music and I even enjoy making a littie
music on the various stringed instruments that 1 own. One of
#y favorite instrusents is the hammwer dulcimer, Mhat!! Can
it be that sose of you are unfamiliar with this old amd
vessrable instrument? Just in case there should be such asong
you, | shall explain, The hammer dulciser is a many stringsd
trapezoidal instrument that dates tec about 800 or 900
Ab. and is the forerunper of the piano. It is cossomly
played with two wooden hasmers, Now that you all have that
picture in your heads, lets talk about the problea that leads
e to write this article.

1 have %8 strings on my particular hasser dulciser. 1
also have two bridges, separating one set of strings from the
ether. It is conceivable theretore that [ could, with a
little (considerable?! thought, use wy dulcimer as a kimd of
sdacus, It is not ey intent, however, to do this. Haeser
dulcimers are for making music, and there is no shase im
doing one thing well. If I find a nead to calrulate, 1 will
procure an abacus, a slide rule, a calculator, or a plain old
peacil and paper. The point is, my friends, that dulcimers
are for  saking  music --defined by Webster as
any §i9§sing succession or combination of sounds-- and
computers are far going the many things they do sc well. The
pure tones produced by a cosputer in the quise of ausic are
anything but pleasing to sy ears. Those instruments that
Mave been invented for the express purpose of making sesic
——and a few others {consider the sawl-- produce a number of
harsonics in addition to the major {or first) tone. In other
words when a dulciser produces an “A" in octave one (defimed
is this country 2s havieg a frequency of 340 hertz), the
instrusent will also proguce tones of B8O, 1740, etc. Thews

tones are cailes harsomics asd add imsensely to our enjopemat
of the music., Perhaps this is why the purs tones produces by
the cosputer sound so strange and unselodic to my ear. ¢
homestly rather listen to a door chise or a musical car hora.
J sust also confess to a certain amount of apgrevation
present in the thought that some computer hackers are put to
prave that their cospeters can do it all, undoubtedly
inclgding bathing the dog.

I realize that keyboards are cosputer controlled bat
keyboards are also classified as musical instrusents. [
#oubt their capacity to act as computers every bit as much as
[ doubt the wisdom of assaulting @y ears with “susic"
prodeced by such as the TI¥9/4A. 1 am nat here for the |
purpose of maligning your cosputers hut please consider sy
point and spare yourself and your loved ones the sain of
hearing Jingle Bells played by that master musician TIM/4A.
If you are anez of the many musicians that has previously
limited yourself to the playing of the radio, that is nothing
to be ashased of. If you want to branch out a little, that
sight be nice tos, but do yourself 2 favor and beg, berrow,
or wven purchase i susical instrument instead of relving om
the artistic ability of the TI.

¥EDONEXX
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CREATING A DISK LIDRMAY LIST WITH BIRDWELL'S
DISK UTILITIES w4,12
by Charles Good
Liss Chic User Group

Part of the "official software library listing” of tme
Lisa Ohio User broup is a series of long DVBO test files that
show comsented disk directories of each disk added to owr
software library since 1987. Software is listed pumerically
by disk number. These are the text files distributed to our
paid mesbers and to user groups who are iikely to want to
sake copies of our library at the Lima TI MUE Conferences.
As group librarian, I generate these text files from chained
disk directories created using John Birdwell's DSKD v4.12
that are subsequently slightly edited. In response to an
imuiry from one of my correspondants, [ am in this article

geing to describe the whole grocess of making these library
listings.

NEEXT oo
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Boot D5KU and from the first senu select 5) Sypbes
setup, Fros the next menu select 1) Printer setup. Where it
asks Select Printer Type type over the displayed printer nase
with DSK2.FILEMAME, wusing the drive numher and file name of
youwr choice. This file will containe the chained disk
dirsctories.  Narsally DSKU prints everything to yow
printer, but it can just as easily print to 2 disk file. The
disk file is automatically created as DVHO and opensd im
APPEND sode. This means that subsequent disk reports priated
to this file DVBO file are just added to the end of what is
already in the file. The file is not overwritten by new
data, After typing in the file name, space down to the next
1tes ard then press BACK (FCTN/9), and then BACK again to get
to the main menu,

Mow fros the DSKH main menu press 3) Disk Utilities.
Insert the disk to be added to the library list in DSKI. amd
press 2) Directory/Coaseat. Press 1 ip bring up the disk
directory, and you can now add comsents to each file on the
#isplayed disk directory. These comments becose a persanant
part of the disk. Every time the disk is copied with aay
sactor or track whole disk copier, and gvery tise individual
files are copied with DSKU (but not with any other disk
sanage), the comsents are transferred to the copy disk.
These cossents can be read any tise by using a sectar wditer
ar buy using BSKH.

When vyou are finished creating comsents, press BACK, and
then from the Disk Utilities menu press 1) Disk Report, This
prints the disk directory, cospiete with coasents, to yowr
V80 #ile. Now press BACK, Insert 2 new disk, thea 2)
Dirsctory/Cossent ang repeat the process.

Keep an eye on the growing length of the V30 file of
disk firectories you are asking. When it reaches abomt 120
sectors stop adding- more coasented disk directories to the
tile. Back out of DSKU and load the DVBO tile into T1 Mriter
or Funnelweb’s text editor. If the file is much bigger thea
120 sectors it will be to big for the text buffer of these
teat mditors. Edit the file as desired, geleting extra lines
an¢ aéding additional comsents to each disk., It is isportamt
to blank out all the control characters at the beginning and
ed of each disk directory by spacing over thes, KU
inserts a printer reset at the end of each disk report. I4
you son't blask this out, your printer will only be able to
primt the DVBO file in standard pica type. Now save the temt
file back to disk with Stave)Flile). The resaved +ile will
usually be smaller than it was before, sometismes considerably
ssaller. You may be able to add a few more DSKU disk reports
to the end of this someshat saaller file.

That’s it folks. This procedure is guick and easy. The
comments stay on the disk, and the DVBO text files tall
readers mxactly what is on wach disk of the user group’s
library.

XXDONE* X

WEVER MELEAGESD OFFICIAL TL MODMLES - PART |
described hy Charles Good
Lina Ohto User Group

the Lima User Group has obtained some sodule software
that we have never seen actually offered for sale. This
spftware was developed in house by Texas Instrusents or was
created by third parties under an official TI license. Most
of this software has 3 Texas Instrument copyright stateseat
on the title streen. In some cases these modules were
released to very limted cirfulation. Most of the sedules
wore naver released at all, mainly because of TI's sithdrawal
froa the home cosputer warket. A VHS video tape
descnstration of sose of these sodules is available to any
wser group that sends us a blank tape and paid return mailer,
or #3. This month | will talk about utiltiy and applicatiom
software. Next sonth 1 will describe some never releassd
gaae and educational moduies.

DISK WANAGER 3 ,

The title screen says “copyright Texas Instrusents® dut
gives no date. This apparently was the disk aanager that was
to accompany the Ti double sided double demsity disk
contreller. Two of these contrellers, forsatting to 280
sectors DSDD, were sold by one of the dealers at the 1989
Chicago faire. DM3 looks very much like the well known D2,
However DMI odters you the choice of drives {-4, whereas D2
only iets you use 1-3. Also, with DMI the defaults on the
screen tor “initialize disk" are “double sided® and "dowitle
deasity." In all cther respects DM3 appears identical to 2.
1 successfully initialized dizsks with OM3 and sy CorComp
comtroller 855D and DSSD, [ was not able to make M3
successtully imatialize in DSDD format, probably because !
think DN3 tries to make 1280 sector (8 sectors per track)
disks in double density, [ have no trouble initializing 1440
sector D5DD disks on ey CorCosp controller using the DM,

CLASS DATA RECORDER

Copyright 1981 by Scott Foressan and Company. This is
one part of the “School Management Applications” series
saveloped by Scott Foresman, a large publisher of school text
books a5 well as some better known T! educational software.
An entire schaol systes could be sanzoed with this software.
Packages for inventory contral, payrall, salary planning amd
analysis, student scheduling, and aralysis of student qrades
#ithin a class and throughaut the entire school systes were
supposed tn be included in this series, This complete Scheol
Managesent - fpplirations series is described in the hooklet
*Texas Instrusents Hose Computer Progras Library® (copyright
TI 1982, nuabers “CLSBIC* and "1043405-001" on the back
cover) that was packaged in the box with ay first 99/,
CLASS DATA RECORDER is given the Scott Foressan
identificatinn nuaber 30406 in this bnoklet. Tha “School
Nanagement fApplication" series 1is alse described in a {982
article by Dr. Toa Hansen published in vel 1, 95 of r
sgazine. Of the 13 separate parts of this saries, oaly
CLABS DATA RECORDER and SCHOOL MAILER are available tn me.

NEXT ~AacK
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CLASS DATA RECORDER is for wse Yy teachers to kesp track
ot and anilyze classroom student grades. The sodule is a
hybrid of 6PL and TI BASIC code, reseabling in this respact
the Personal Record Keeping module. When using CLASS DATA
RECORDER with a Gram device il is necessary to have TI DWSIC
(broms 1 and 2} on line.

It 1s necessary to have a newly initialized SSSD disk, or
4 disk which has previously been used with CLASS DATA
RECORDER in drive ! when you select the software fros the
Main title screen, If there are any files on the disk that
CLASS DATA RECORDER does not recognize, you will get an errer
sessage. There is alpt of disk activity when using CLASS
DATA RECORDER.  Apparantly the program stores most of its
data on disk rather than in sesory, allosing the classroms
teacher to aanipulate large asounts of data,

You are first asked for the date.

On first use with a clean disk you are then asked:
Course Title

Period of the day

Ters of the school year

Teacher name

Will assigruents be weighted?

You then get to enter the names of all the students in
the class. Then you enter the assignments, each with the
follewing information;

Naew (of the assigement, such as “Quiz 1%}

Is it pass/fail?

eight {only used if assignments are weighted)

Tetal Points (the point value of this assignaent}

Later, when you again boot this data disk you are again
asked for the date, and then given the choice:

1. Enter/Edit data

2. Print Reports.

Selecting M gives you a chance to enter grades or
aanipulate data, You are, fros R above, given this menu:

1. New assignaent and scores, ‘

2. Assign gradelines

3. FEdit records

4 Add a student,

Y. Mssign final grades,

4. Add a new course, .

If you thoose to PRINT REPORTS, you are given the
fol lewing choices:

t. Class list

2. Individual Student Summary

3. Cusulative Class Averages

4. Class Averages/assignment

3. Rank List

Y. Histograa.

Printing is doas to RS232,
You can change this to P10,

If you have a Gram device,

~ia BEKLL),

#s an axperisent 1 have recently used CLASS DATA RECORBER
to kmep track of studeet data in ome of the classes [ teach.
It is very user friendly. Rithough 1 don’t have access to
the original docusentation I have had no problems figuring
out how to use ELASY DAJA HECORDER except tor the initial
tirst tise startup procedure (G580 disk with no files on it
This can be a usetul piece of software to any
teather IF a way can be found to direct ocutput to a printer.

SCHOOL MAILER
' Copyright 198! by Scott Foresman and Coapany. This is
alsc part of the "School Managaent Applications® series. The
sodule is a coabination of 6PL code and TI BASIC ant requires
two drives. Ffirst time use reguires 2 blank 8850 in bath
PSKi. and DSK2.

This software is used to generate address labels for the
stadents in a single scheol or ar eatire school systes.
Printing output is to R3232, Labels can he printed based o
grade, teacher, building, zip code, etc, The program serves
as i data base for student and "parent names addresces aad
phone nusbers. ’

On first use you are asked the following inforsation
oout each student in the data base:

Nane

grade

Roca

Sexs Parent or guargian nase

Street Address

City

State

1ip code {up to 9 digits)

Uption field 0-9 (1 havn’t figured out the meaning of
this yet.)

Upon subsequent boating of a data disk you are given this
[ 1TH

1. Enter intoraation (as above)

%. Edit/Display information

3. Print Reports

4. \lpgrade all students {indicate that they have bees
prosoted to the next grade),

2. Delete a grade

DISK DUPLICATOR ~releass 1.0
There is no date or copyright notice. The powerup memu
has these choices:

f. Duplicate Pascal Disks

2. Juplicate Basic disks

3. Compare Disks

4, Diskette Guality Test

9. Catalog Disk.

In reverse order to save the most interesting for last,
#5 is identical to disk catalegs of the BNZ and DN3 soduies.

NEXT macx
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W gifers you the choice of "Pestructive test (WN)°.

The Compare DRisks reutire (#3) will tersinate the first
time 2 difference is found in a sector by sector comparisom.
However the exact nature of the difference and the sector
lotation of the ditference are not given,

I was not able ta check out PASCAL disk duplication (#1),
Buplicating BASIC disks (#2} is the aost interesting feature
of this sndule. Duplication only works with a 5550 saster.
You can make twa copies of the aaster disk onto two copy
disks with onity one keypress. You put the saster disk in
P5Ki. and the batkup disks into DSK2. and DSK3. First the
Copy d1sks are initialized, one at a time. Next, sector by
sector information is read into mesory from the master disk
and then output to the first copy disk and then to the the
gecond copy disk. Since this is sector by sector copying
(segething DMZ and D3 don’t do) copying
- compared to what is possible with & track copier, [ suspect
that track copiers were unkncan when DISK DUPLICATOR was
created.

DIAGNOSTIC TESTS

fopyright 1979 by Texas Instruments, This is designated
is PHN3000, the lowest nusbered module in TI's official
sodule number system, It was designed to test the 99/4 (no
A) console. WO eguivalent for the 99/%A was ever pro#ucid.
This sodule, like the dealer demonstraticn module PHN3OO!,
was not sold widely, if at all, to the generzl public. The
BIMEROSTIC TESTE awodule is sentioned in the docusentation
"RBDENDUM" that was packaged in the box with the first 9/#A
1 purchased in 1982, A console diagnostic sodule is a qood
idea. Diagnostic tests on disk, such as those released by TI
to user groups a few years ago, require a more or lesa
working cansole as well as a functioning disk controller amd
drive. Sose m probleas would prevent testing from disk.

The title screen and main menu of PIAGNOSTIC TESTS wse
the large console character set, the character set used froe
the powerup “Press 1 for T1 BASIC* etc menu. This is
sosewhat unusual. The main menu gives these choices:

1. Automatic test
2. Keybhoard test

3. ReR test

4, Video display

J. Gound test

b, Calrulation test
7. Lassette test

8. Hangset test

9. Maintenance tast

Choices 41 and 83 put various muiticolored patterns on
the screen, 1 don’t know what thass patteras sean.

is rather slos .

The kayboard test {(choice 2) lets you press amy key and
hive its character displayed on the screen. This includes
the arrows, which are displayed as arrows. Lower case
characters, as well as non arrow FCTN characters give
seaningless displays,

Videe Display {choice 4} lets you view a bit map mode
display (called pattern sode by the sodule} that includes
sprites and an interrupt driven count down clock, You cae
alsc view 40 coluan "text mode” and "sulticolor »ode*. The
latter is rarely used in Tl software, and includes squares
composed of 4 pixels with the color of each square
independent of any other. The "sulticolor mode” test display
is interesting,

Ehoice 5, sound test, automatically tests all aspects of
the sound chip, Some of the generated test sounds are guite
pleasing. This is not a speech test. TI speech was not
around in 1979,

The calculation test, choice &, automatically checks
adition, subtraction, sultiplicatien, division, log
tuactions, trig functions, and ‘“miscellansous® functioms.
You don’t see much on the screen.

Choice 7 exercises C51 and €52, You have to verify that
the cassettes are doing what the computer says they are
supposed to he doing.

The biggest surprise in this module is the handeet
{joystick) test. The screen display indicates that FONR
OBYSTICKS can be tested. Tests include all B joystick
positions plus the fire button. Does anyone know if the "9/4
had provisions far fpur joysticks?

The maintenance test Ichaice 9) brings up a display that
says ‘'for repair technician only.® You can check groas 0,1,
and 2, You also test sound, VDP RAM, and XML, [ don’t knew
what "XWL" is. The screen display for most of these tests
simply says “test in progress.” You do hear something in the
saund test, and a ghosty immage flashes across the screen in
the VDP RAN test,
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