 BNIS.BYTESERWIELS

LIMA 99./Uf USERS CROUP

Apr-il 199X

Vol ume F, 4

NEVER RELEASED DFFICIAL TI PERIPHERMLS:
THE HEXDUS INTERFACE; & KEY TD WHAT RISHT MAVE BEEN
@ hands en description by Charles Good
Lira Ohio User GBroup

The Hexbus Interface (PHP1300} allows you ta control all
the npeat 1ittle hexbus peripherals directly from the 99/44
consple. With this interface and a side rcar 32K (or 3K
installed inside the consolel you can create a fully expanded
systea with a very small footprint (orcupying little surface
area). If you paid full list 1983 VI prices, the cost of
your expanded system would be much less tham an evpanded
systea based pn the peripheral expansion box.

If you have a box that contained a beige console you can
see what & TI Hexbus interface looks like., There is a
picture of one on the bottom of the hox attached to the side
of a console. TI listed thic device in its last price list
{dated June §, 1983) for $39.95, but it was mever officially
released. Only 2 handful of ariginal T1 hexbus interfaces
are known to exist. I have such a 1983 71 hexbus interface
on loan from Bary Taylor for this report, and | now also have
ay very own DBRAND NEW cloned hexbus interface. For years
peaple have been trying to clone ¥1°s original interface and
now 1t has been done. As of right now I am one of two people
to own one of these cloned interfaces. Mare on this later.

Qary’s official TI interface aeasures 8 ¢ 2.5 x 2.29
inches. It connects tp the side g¥the console and has a
connection on its right side for other standard 99/4A
peripharals or the peripheral sypansisn boy cable. Dn the
back ig an on/off switch, a power sepply jack for the
required model ACY201 &v 300ma external power supply, and one
hexbus connector. There is no serial nuaber or date code
(RTR or LTA nueber) on @ary’s interface, indicating that it
is a preproduction prototype. There is, however, an FCC
idemtification nuaber (A929INPHP1300), and a statssent that
the device has heen approved by the FCC for “class B* use 1in
the hoge,

The $ollowing hexbus peripherals have been tested by me
using a 99/4A console and the hexbus interface with no
probless. These are all very small peripherals, and all of
thes except the RS232 can be run on bhatteries as well as AC
current, With the exception of the Printer BO they all stack
neatly on top of each other. You can place the whole stack
of peripherals on top of the hexbus interface where it is
connected to the side of the consnle, The entire footprint
of all these peripherals when stacked on top of the interface
OCCUPIES LESS TABLE SPACE than fire hose PE Box connector
when connected to the console. The PE Box connector sticks
out frather from the right side of the console than doec the

hexbus interface and stack of hex bus peripherals’

—Hexbus RS23Z with parallel option: can be used to run
any prianter,

--Hexbus sodem, doesa’t require an R5232, 300 baud.

--Wafertape drive, This is a "never released pariphsral®
that 1 own. Up to 8 of these can he cabled together in a
single systen.

--Hexbus 4 color printer/plotter. This tiny printer can
be addressed dirertly and does not need an RS232.

-~The Hexbus "Printer 80" 80 coluan thersal priater also
works #lawlessly with the hexbus interface, but you can’t
stack it with the other peripherals. Like the
printer/piotter, the Printer B0 can be addressed directly and
doesn’t require an RS23Z interface, It uses fax paper or
plain paper and a thermal ribbon cartridge.

T1 was developing a hexbus 5.25 inch floppy drive
controlier, I know of two working exaeples of this
controller in private hands, and one of these has hsen tested
successfully with a 7974A hexbus interface.

Urfortunately, the Hexbus interface does not work
properly with the Machatrpnic gquickdisk drive, the one that
uses 2.8 inch disks. You can save prograas to guickdisk, but
you can't load thee back off the disk inle the 99/44.

WHAT YOU CAN DO WITH THE HEXBUS INTERFACE:

&ccording to T1°s docusentation that comes with the TI
interface, the device can be addressed in TI BRSIC, TI
EXTENDED BASIC, Assembly language, and from the P-code
peripheral, The usual syntax is
"MEXBUS.DEVICE_NUMBER.FILE_NAME®. For exasple, to save a
BASIC progras to a wafertape cet ep as device 2 {watertape
drives can be designated any nusber from 1-8) you would type
SAVE HETBUS.Z.PROBRAM and press <{enter}. To Iist a basic
progran to a printer attached to the hexbus RSZ3Z you would
enter LIST “HEXBUS.50." where device S50 is the parallel
output of the RE232, To list a progras to the printer
plotter the syntax is LIST "HEXBUS.10.°

1 have used the interface with WORDWRITER, 2 rartridge
versian of T! MWriter, LF and then the file name
MEXBUS.Z. TEXTFILE will load TEXTFILE intp the edit buffer
from wafertape device Z. PF and then HEXBUS.16. will print

_the file directly to the Printer 80 {which is device 16).

The TI Hexbus Interface user guide was never officially
published, It would have been Cesignated as  docuseat
1049000-1, and was last revised scaetime after March I, 1943,
{1 have the March 1 revision. Errors in this revision :have
been corrected in ay copy of 104900-1.) This user guide

NEXT FABR
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suggests that you can get a CCAD and 99/4A to talk to each
other over the hexbus interface, allowing the CCA0 to store
data on the 99/844’s drives and display information on the
¥9/48 ponitor. There is only ligited truth to this. The
documentatian includes a skeleton 97/4R BASIC progras that is
-supposed o put the /44 in “slave mode” so that it and its
peripherals can can be cantrolled by a CCAO connected to the
hexbus interface. The key word here is "skelston". Big
parts arg left out of this BASIC program, and nobody that 1
know who has a TI hexbus interface can make this progras
work, Nobody has been able to SAVE or OLD a CC30 program
ontc @ 99/4A +flaoppy drive or display CCA0 text via a 99/#8
onto 3 sonifor. You are supposed to be able to do this, but
robody can figure our how.

You can use a [L49 lor TI74) to save data to a data file
on waferiape and then use the 99/4A to opep the file and read
the data inta the %9/44. Wafertape drives are rare and not
very reliable. It is really too bad that you can’t use the
Mechatronic quickdisk drive with the hexbus interface.

THE KEY TO NHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN:

Back in 1987 the herbus interface would have been the key
to a low cost compact expanded 99/4RF system. Lets compare
costs, based on the radiculus tull list prices from T1%s last
afficial price list,

EXPANSION YIA THE PE BOX:

--PHP1200 Peripheral Expansion Box...esssee. $249.93

==PHP1220 RS232 Cardeseivinssnrnnsnrnns veen s $174.95
--PHP1240 Disk Contreller Carfeuieceavessees $249.9% -
--PHP1250 Flappy drive for PE hoX..veernnnn.. $399.95
=~PHP1Z80 32K Cardeuvssenrsnaarnansas verreerd $299.95
--PHF1BG0 Telephone coupler (modem)......... $19%,93
---------------------- TOTAL EXPANSION COST..$1574.70

EXPANSION WITH HEYBUS PERIPHERALS:

--You need a side car 32€ and there is no such hexbus

product. Doryt GSystems advertises one in the June 1983
%r......5175.00
-—PHP1300 Bexbus Interface.siissniiiincnenss $ 59.93
~~HX2000 Hafertape Drivesiivcesversnasrinead$l39.95
=-H¥3000P R5232 with parallel interface..... $124.93

=-HX3100 Hexhus ROGEB...eevssvsirssncrsrres.$ 79,95
TDTAL EYPANSIDN COST...4599.80

This would leave you with enough extra money to purchase
additicnal hexbus peripherals such as

--hdditional wafertape drives, Up to 8 drives ran be
cabled together in one system and you don’t need any kind of
*controller® interface.

--HI1000 4 color printer/plotter.............$199.95

-—HX1010 Printer 80, released in 1984 at..... $249.9% {the
Tl impact printer listed in 1983 for $750.)

8o after listing it in their official price list,
obtaining FCC certification, and providing a celor picture of
the thing on each beige consale box, why didnt TI offer the
Hexbus Interface to 99/44 users? I suspect the answer is the

- on battery power,

failure of the wafertape drive to live up to expectations.
Wy watertape drive, and those owmed by a few other lucky
callectars, are not very reliable, particularly when qperated
The key to system expansion is reliakle
#Mass storage that 15 better than 4 cassette tape recorder.
failure of the wafertape drive left the hexbus in 1983 with
no mass storage peripheral. But this say soon change'

2XDONESR
NEW 1993 NEXIUS PEREPHERALS:
reported by Charles hood
Lima Dhic User Sroup
k hobbyist in Bermany named Michael Becker is making

tlones of TI's never released Hexbus peripherals in limited
quantities, (Michael Becker also makes & quad density  disk
costrofler and a2 “spesch in the PE bax® card that includes
TEIT speech in ROM usable f{roe extended basic without
occupying noraal KB pragram memory space. This card was
cshown at the Feb 1993 Fest West.)

--%%/84 hexbus interface. [ own one of these clones. It
is built like a tank in a solid metal enclosure resesbling
the enclosure of the Mechatrenic 80 colusn peripheral. Like
the original TI product, the clone plugs into the side of the
console and has a connector for the PE Box rable. Unlike the
T1 original sy clone has an LED which ¢lickers to tell me
that ay interface is funtioning, and it does not reguire a
spearate power supply.

==5.23 inch BSDD hexbus disk controller. This can be
used for eass storage with the CC40, TI74, 9%/2, 99/8, and
with the hexbus interface can also be used with the 99/44.
Michael Becker has a TI eriginal {a very very rare device,
even rarer than a wafertape drive) and has duaped all the
code in the PAL chips so that he can produce duplicates, |
expect delivery of ay controller in a #es sonths.

--Hexbus Video interface. This allows the CC40 and TI74
te display text in 40 coluens on a composite color monitor.
Ore of &y correspondants has seen Kichael’s working
prototype. It is better than the TI original in that it will
display in 16 rolors, not just in black and white,

fnother hobbyist, Lee Bendick, has claned the LL4O EA
cartridge and is amaking this cartridge available to
interested CC40 owners, This allows users to program the
CCAD in assembly language, storing assembly routines ip

" battery backed RAM cartridges or in the RAM of the CC40. 1

knew of only 4 T1 original CC40 EA cartridges. I own one of
Lee’s cloned EA cartridges and it works as described in my
twe massive (040 asseably language manuals. You need either
@ 329 hexbus disk drive or a wafertape drive to make the EA
cartridge work.

Anyone interesied in any of these CCA0/HexbEs peripherals
cen wite me at PO, Box 447, Venedocia OM 45894, 1 will
put you in touch with Michael Becker or Lee Bendick,
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MAY 14/15 LINA WUG CONFERENCE UPDATE:

As of March 15 the following have scheduled videotaped
sewinars and/or display tables. W#e expect aany additions tn
thic 1list as Conference tise approaches. For  aotel
| information or to schedule seminars or tables phone Dave
S2ippl evenings at 513-498-9713.

SEMINARS:

Tin Bodenmiller "The current status of gase programeing
for the TI*

Hike Wright "The PC-99 esulator®

5 % T coftware title unknomn

Mike Makciaik "MIDI update®

Den Walden “New hardware for the Geneve*

Jdack Sughrue "The Teaching TI: Our Cosputer as an
Educational Tool®

Bud Mills "The 5CSI card and other hardware from BMS"

Barry Traver title unknown

TABLES:

PC eculator- 1 table

54T software § table

Crystal Boftware 1 table

Cecure Electronics 1 tabie

D. Wright Stuff

L. L, Conner Enterprise

Competition Computer

HUNCH (self help video tape on consale aaintenance}
bud Mills Services

Harrisen Software (debuting *The Mtimate ACCEPT AT™)
Ramcharged Cosputers

NORE ABOUT CONVERTING "WORD PERFECT 5.1°
FILES TO TI DVBO FORMAT
by Charles Good
Lima Ohio User Group

In ay Barch 1993 review of MNike MWright’s T! [YC I
gdescribed & method of converting the MS-DOS CYC disk files to

Photo from the bottom of a beige console’s box.

r.desian.d =g==gh sxnthesi;ur. E is the “‘iiﬂi inserfacn.

G

F is a cusneticaily

Tl BY80 foreat usable by those who do act have access to Word
Perfect 5.1, If you DO HAVE WP5.1 there are several ways to
save 2 file fros Wordperfect S.1 to ASCII format so that the
file can be ranverted with PC TRANSFER tp DVAY on a TI disk.

--Use F3, save file, and select "Generic®.

--Use FI, and select DOS to save the file.

--Foraat the file to your particular printer (the Cyc is
forsatted for laser printer output). Then change the printer
nase to a disk file and PRINT the file to this #isk file,
Use the #5-005 5.0 text editor to remove the control code
Junk from the file and resave. The resulting file will be 1n
ASCII format and when you use PC TRANSFER to convert the file
to & TI disk the file will print very nicely exactly s lt
was formatted l(in colusns for exasplel. This i * -
was subsitted by Warold Hoyt. ttb(lEtl

THE TI74 "PC INTERFALE" NORKS AS AN
MTERNATIVE WASS STOMAGE DEVICE FOR THE CCA0
From a letter to the BBYP editor by Harry Milsson
P1. 347 Lillsjoberg
910 31 Tavelsjo SHEDBEW

I have the TI74 with scse cartridges and the PC-Interface
and sose homemade adapters sa 1 can use the CCAC with ey PC
{saving prograss on the PC diskettes or harddisk. ..., 1
prefer the C[C40 because it has sore "feel of quality® then
the TI74 and also more statements 1ike CALL DEBUG.

I haven’t been able to save text fros Memo Processor to
the PC via the PC interface because the PC interface doesn’t
work with the "internal data® file format that MP’s SAVE
uses. .... But of course it is possible to save text fros
W with "Send Doc® to the PC via the PC interface or the
R5232 interface (even at 19200 baud with [FNIG}.

There is a diskette ("Driver software and utilities” for
the PC) with assembler prograss (CALL PEEK, CALL POKE, CALL
HCAR, CALL LOAD and so on) for the TI74. 1 have version 1.01
that coees with the TI74 PC interface.

[Charies bood’s note: Az of March 1993, the TIZ4 PC
Interface ran be purchased directly from 71 for $60 plus
shipping and sales tax. To order, call BOG-TI-CARES. This
cable plugs into the PARALLEL port of an MS-0S PC, The
above mentioned software is on a J60Y 5.2% inch ME-DOS disk.)

SEDONESS
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This all TI event is TOTALLY FREE
No admission charge, nNo charge
for tables
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To arrange free airport

For Motel information,
or to schedule a free : pickup and delivery, phone
.exhibit room table, COLUMBUS OHIO
cr to schedule a video John Parkins 614-891-4965
taped seminar: phone - DAYTON OHIO .
Dave Szippl 513-498-9713 Fogéchigél‘;ginéinn 5941
Homer Kipling219-483-8886

or
Charles Good 419-667-3131 (Please make airport
arrangements with these

individuals as far in
advance as possible)
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OUR 4/R UNIVERSITY

by Jack Sughrue
Box 4359
E.Douglas #A 01515

83 AFTEANORD

—

The eight-session course on the educational aspects of
aur TI-99/4% was harder work for me than I first realized

when Charlie Good asked se to write it.

I thought then that it would be fun, and it was. The
probleas, however, were 3 shortage and a surfeil of
aaterials. In my computer room at hose there is probably the
targest collection of TI printed materials in existence.
(Yes, Barry Traver, even more than vyou.) 1 alsa have a
tew thousand disks and tapes at hose and in ay third-grade
classroom  at  the Stapleton Schosl  in Frasingham,
Massachusetts. Couple that with the developmental tearning
books and materials I've gathered up in &y 30-pius years of
teaching in college and secondary, as well as elesentary,
public schools, and you can isagine the solid-packed storage
areas of eaterials relating to sducation and to cosputing.
That’s the surfeit. (Or "junk," as my patient wife refers to
it.}

The shortage is what kinds of educational materials
presently are available to the average or new TI Consumer.

S50 a dilemma was trying to write about available
materials and euplain how those materials could be gotten,
And, at the sase time, discuss what ways all these and other
saterials could be used to provide the best education for the
new and experienced learner, old or ysung. Education was the
Aaln concern.

S0 I went through newsletters - eleven filled hoxes,
alphabetized by group and then by chronology. Most of these
newsletters no longer publish., {Just thiz week another great
- and the only Comnecticut - pewsletter died: Jamet Ryan’s
NUTMEE 99.) MNext, I went through all the magazines (MINI,
ENTHUSIAST, REFLECTIONS, 9%er, and many others that were
devoted solely to the TI). Then the cartridges and their
sanuals, the disks and their manuals, the tapes and their
manuals,

Then all the buoks.

[ was astounded to discaver all the stuff out there
devoted to the educational aspect of our computer.

So, 1 figured the best way to approach the whole thing
was to give a bit of the history leading to present-day
developaental learning aethodologies and explain how the TI
can readily plug into that structure at home and at school.

I used the TI at hoae with ay four kids as they were
growing up, and [ still wse the TI with sy present
third-grade tykes. My new third-grade compatriot in the mext
roos was so intrigued, she weat to the Boston 1992 Fayuh and
bought three consales for herself, aleng with a PBox, tape
recorder, piles of cartridges, and so on, Now the two of us
have six TI's running practicallr all the Lime during the

school day with very specific tasks for each of the childres.
Every third-grader gets at least an hour a week on cne of the
machines, and they becose coaputer operating pros in a very
short time.

dut, aore isportantly, their academic skills continue to
ieprove steadily, as the TI’s not anly serve as stisulant,
but they enhance much of the classroom learning.

The excitesent has not gone out of the machine, nor the
good learning experience; it’s just a new clientele is now
ready to proceed with reckless abandon, {Intluding learning
how to spell *potato” without an “e").

It's 3 real shame that more people aren’t aware how
wonderful {and wonderfully easy) our computer is for children
or for any learners.

Once 1 saw how auch saterial I had and started perusing
it, I realized that I needed to get back to using lats of
great stuft that somehow slipped away from ae over the years,
even though I kave never stapped using the TI in well over a
decade (things like "Name That Bone" and "Telling Time" and
*Square Pairs® and "The Everything Teacher” and “Cosmopoly®
and and and and ....

But then I had to write some articies which were
practical for gramdparents (which, in a few months, I°m about
to becose for the first tise and second time, as both wy
daughters are gothers-to-be} and teachers and wncles and
friends to uze with new learnerc.

S0 more selection. :

There ara so many prograssers and other educational TI
enthusiastz who have done and are doing so auch for the nest
generation ipeeple like Jim Peterson and Eunice Spooner and
Don Shorock) that it would have been impossible to even
sention everyone. That’s why I chose specific exasples to
represent ali. .

iDon  Shorack, by the way, recently sent e two brand
new disks full of his excellent educational saterials in his
remarkable, unique prograsming manser,)

Before [ leave this series, though feven in this parting
note), I sust take a few ainutes (inches?) to tell about one
of the great prograsserc for early childhand and elementary
schoals: Tony Falce. Tony wrote a pile of wonderful,
commercial pragrass lincluding some teriffic ones for %er
MMGAIINE). He did WORDWIZARD, NUMBER NIBBLER, the BEAMER
sath series, WORD-WORLD, THE CRAYOM BOY, SUPER-CITY, and 2
pile of classics Yoo long to print out here. He also
scrunched better than alaost anyone. His tinies are still
being reprinted in nemsletters ail over the world, years
atter their original publication in M.U.N.C.H.

His specific learning prograss (like the subtraction
series on horrowing) are the best there are for our computer,

All his comaercial and early aagazine prograss and a
tascinating batch of others have been gathered together by
Tony at sy urging and are released as a fundraiser for the
M.U.N.C.H.  Computer Group (c/o Jis Cox, 905 Edgebrook Drive,
Boylston, MA 01305) on five disks (about 70 prograes) for
$8.95, including shipping and handling. A super educational

MEXTYT PAmE
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package. I learned more about programsing from studying
Tony's prograss than 1 did +row any other prograsser. 1
would never have been abie to do PLUS' if it weren’t for
Tony, |

My kids at  school
extraordinary graphics.
What does all this educational exploration really lead

love his prograss, ®any with

ta?

Wopefuily, a self-networking source for all the great
educational uses and materials. An open learning netwark for
everyhody!

If people writing programs or finding programs or
materials relating to the T as an educational tool wish to
assist me as a clearing house, I°d be happy to do it. I’11
not only be sure stuff gets out to the kids, hut 1°11
distribute any materials through TIGERCUB, as well as the
Lima and M.U.N.L.H. groups.

That way, any aduits peeding any educational materials
could get their hands on the stuff quickly and inexpensively,
John Knlean, editor of MiCROpendium, recently wrote that he
has had a consoie hard at work for many years. 1, too, have
had consoles {two) that have ceen great battles for over a
decade and are still operating trouble free. These two
consoles run the entire school year, all day every day. They
have been hanged on by elementary children all this time and
have been used all summers by my family. They have been
lugged on vacations to Cape Cod and to workshops in libraries
and other schools throughout New England.
flawlessly,
sticky little hands are the worst things that can happen to
computers), hut I've never had thes in for repair to 7] or
even to our user group. T see no reason why they won’t still
be operating en all four cylinders well into the 21st Century
{at least until 2003, when I retirel,

The advice I gave about joining and participating in user
groups fand using their text and software libraries, as well
a5 receiving an informative monthly newsletter) is still the
best advice I can give any potential user of the 4& for
educational purposes (or for any other purposes). - Froa
theré, you Can branch out beyond your wilgest greans.

Sorry, 1 have to get back to ay LDGD II. There are all
kinds of things I'm just discovering. Mayhe ! aight even let

the kids use it. Someday,

S0, on hehalf of MWr. Shakespears, Ms. Bronte, Mr. Bell,

The Gld Professor, and all the other meabers of the TI-101

Llass; qood fortune!

There's  always Tilse for Tling for
enterTainment, and InTellectual sTlaulaTIon.

educa¥lon,

fnd have operated
I"ve cleanad thes (herause school chalk dust and

FOR SALE: AM ANTIBUE T CONPUTER SYSTEN

Joseph Cohen has 2 cosplete working 99/4 system with side
car peripherals for sale. Included are:

--99/4 console (not the 4/A)

--1979 joystick set f{nat the joysticks most of us are
familiar with)

--Theraal Printer (device "TP™

--Side Car R5232 {two serial ports, no parallel port}

--Side Car 32¢

~—fJide Car 555D disk controller --Three stand ilone

Sugart drives (original TI drives with the BIg flip open
daor).

Joseph wants to sell or trade the entire systes if
possible, but you may be able to talk hie into selling parts.
He doesn’t specify a price. Call or write with your offer.
He also still has several basic PE Box expansion systeass
(32, TI controller, DSSD drived for sale for $85.

Juseph Cohen

144 Miapsa Dr,
Charlattsville Y& 22903
804-293-8973

S2DONESS

FUMNELWES V3 ALL CMARS WUBE IS J§7 COWPATIDLE
NITH MOST OTHER VERSIONS CF TI WRITER!
by Charies Bood

¥hen you are wrong you are wrong! 1 was wrong shen I said
Atl Chars mode can be loaded into ather versions of TI Writer
or Funrnelweb. The All-Chars tab line is incompatihls. If
you use AIl Chars spde with Funnelweb v5 {as I usually do}
and you want others to read your text file off of disk, you
should save your file to disk with PF. The tab line is not
saved with PF, and the resulting file will successfully 1load
into all versions of T Writer,

¥3DONEX S
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JOHN PHILLIPE
by Bill Baskill

I would venture a quess that sost people who have owned a
T1-9% for more than & touple of years have run across the
name John Phillips before. He is a near legend in the
TI-99/8%  cartridge and assestly lanquage prograsaing
cossunity and can claim  authorship, co-authorship or

~significant involvement in over a dozen cartridge prograss
pruduced far the 99788, not to mention nuwmerous articles
written about the inner workings of the 4A’c architecture,

Phillips will be 32 years old this year (1593} but he was
only 21 when he was hired by Texas Instruments in 1982 right
after graduating froa Illimois State University, He started
his raresr with TI in Dallas doing COBAL prograeming for
business applications but it took him only & months to get a
requested transfer to Lubbock where the ‘*real” action was.
dokn had purchased a 99/4 during his senior year in college
and was already fapiliar with the Home LCosputer’s
architecture and he had wanted to program vides games since
purchasing his first cartridge, which was Munchman, Phillips

didn’t know THS9700 ssceably language but it didn't take him
long to learn it, '

Kis #irct project at Lubbock wae Moonmine, followed by
Hopper, which he co-authored with Michael Archulata. Hopper
was followed by Word Radar, which he wrote in 2 weeks, for
Developmental Learning Materials (DLM), the firm started by
Bill Mawwell and Jerry Chaffin,

Riter completing Mord Radar 71 sent Phillips to Japan
where he set with several companies who were being recruited
to write software for the 99/8A. Following his return frea
Japan he ‘Yecame involved in almost every piece of software
that was slated for production or that was actually produced
for the 99/4A. When TI announced the end of the Home
Computer Division-Phillips was offered several incentives ta
stay at TI but turned them ail down because none invalved
work with the 99/4A.

on products for the TI-99/4A even though it was no longer
being produced.

In Deceaber 983 John Phillips announced to the TI
Community that he was available to any User Group for
seminars, desonstrations and question and answer sessions
related to the TI-99/4A. He would travel to virtually any
location if the Yser Group would pay round trip sirfare fros
Dallas, Texas plus lodging? While he could only sake himselé
available on weekends, it was a pretty generous offer.

Bath Fhillips and Archuletz eventually left DLM (probably
because the work there dried up too) and started their own
fira in February 1984 called Video Magic. Video Magic alsa

came to an end in too short a time, 1 suspect because it was

Instead, he and fellow espioyee Michael -
Archuleta went to work for DLM, which had continued to work

becoming painfully obvious that one could not make a living
trying to write software for the 99/44.

At Texas Instruments Michael Archuleta was respmnsible
for the 99/44 Technical Hotline and for 99/4A software
quality assurance, Phillips was a third-party software

developaent consultant and  programmser  in the
education/entertainment section of the Cfonsuser Products

Division. Both sen would get together again in 1985 to
collaborate on the 4A FLYER gase cartridge that was
cossissionad by Triten Products, To date, that iz the last
tise we’ve heard from the John Phillips/Michae! Archulata
tean,

Archuleta and Phillips were involved in, or responsible
for such TI-99 favorites as:

ANGLER DANGLER - Phillips worked en this project as the
debugger of the ¢inal code, but the project never reached
cospletion before the bailout so Angler Dangler was naver
nfficially releaced. It does exist in GRAM file forsat
however, so it probably was not too far from being a real
product when someone at T made the decision to pull the
plug. 1 you look at the October 23, 1993 IUG price list yiou
will see Angler Dangler listed as being availahls.

BEYOND PARSEC - This cartridge, which Bill Moseid’s
DataBiatics fire released for the 99/44 during the third
quarter of 1988, started 1life in early 1984 35 one of two
game cartridges John Phillips was writing for Corfosp’s new
CCI-99/64 {aka FPhoeniz} compuler. The pther game was Star
Wars. Baoth efforts came to a screaching halt however, when
TI abjected to the use of the Parsec name, and George Lucas’
company apparently objected to the use of the trademarkes
Star Mars name. The Star Wars code sust have actually been
finished at the time though, because I have the game on disk
as a BPL 4ile. It was ultimately renased Star Trap and
released in cartridge fore by Exceltec in 1985 and then by
PataBiotics during the third quarter of 1988,

BEYONDP SPACE - This is a Joha Phillips creation that was
completed in May 1984, but not released until the Ffirst
quarter of 1983 when Exceltec/Sunware marketed it. It was
picked up by Unisource Electronics for their
catalog/encyclopedia but pretty such floundered and then just
disappeared. [t has never resurfaced since both Unisource
and Sunware went out of business in 1984,

The gare involved two players with each having a ship of
equal firing power, The area in space where the two ships
confront each other is littered with asteroids which aay be
saved by firing the ship's laser. The object of the game was
to push asteriods inte your opponent’s space ship ta crush
and destroy it. The only review I've pver ceen written on
the progras claimed that its speed was too fast ta play the
game very long, so that asay-be why it has slipped into
oblivian? -

NEXT Froass
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BURGERTIME - Phillips provided the final debugging for
Burgertine.

D STATION - This Johm FPhillips creation has  the
distinction of being the only program ever released by the
International 99/4 User Group on the Romox ECPC cartridge.
You may recall that during the fourth guarter of 1983,
Charles LaFara proaised "a library" of prograss froa the IUG
on the Romox ECPC (Edge Comnector Prograamable Cartridgel, [
Station was just the first, but it also turned out te he the
last,

¥hen the TUG ECPC library failed Exceltec {aka Gunware)
picked up the program and earketed it for a short time in
1983, Triton fipally introduced D Station in their Fall (988
catalog along with 2 brand new D Station II game, also
written by John Phillips.

D STATION II - See D Statien.

FACENAKER - Phillips collaborated with Intersoft’s Jerry
Spacek on this project. Spacek you may recall wrote Defend
the Cities, which was the first comsercial Nini-Nemory
asseably language gase ever written, In the Facemaker
project Spacek translated Spinnaker’s source code to THS9900
assembly language and Phillips ported it to cartridge format,

HOPFER - Michael Archuleta and John Phillips co-wrote
Hopper, which was the only cartridge developed entiraly on
the TI-99/4f Home Computer, using the Editor/Assewbler
cartridge for all of the programming. AIl of the cther TI-99
cartridge software prograss were developed on & TI Mini, not
the 99/4 or 4a.

JAMEREAKER 11 - Phillips converted the original Sierra
On-Line source code to TI-99/44 code.

KINI NEMORY'S LIME-BY-LINE ASSEMELER - Phillips claims
responsibility for its development, but 1 am not sure exactly
what that seans.

MEONMINE - Programmed by John Phillips froa a design by
Bob Hendren. VYou may remember that Hendren was alsc the
project engineer behind Parsec and the person whe recruited
Aubree Anderson to do the voice for the Parsec game.

PETER PAN’S SPACE ODYSSEY - Phillips and Archuieta
collaborated op this program while employed at DLM. It was
never officially released but is available as a GRAN file
that can be run fros P-Gram, Gramulator or the Graskracker,

SLYNOIDS - Slymoids was written by James R. Ven Ebr II.
The cartridge conversion was accomplished by Joha Phillips.

STAR TRAP - See Beyond Parser.

SUPER DEMON ATTACK - Phillips worked on this project, sat
I have no inforsation on the specific contributions he sade
te its completion other than possible debugging of the final
cede. I do know that he actually worked on Demon Attack, not
Super Deson Attack, but they are probably the sase project
with the artual marketed product just having z slightly
different name.

THE BREAT WORD RACE- Jaha Phillips authored,

TRERSURE ISLAND - Phillips pravided the final debugging
for this game cartridge, which had apparently become stalled
by a bug that no one ceuld fied.

WORD RADAR - John Phillips authored.
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LETTER TO THE ERITOR FRAN ALEXAWDER WULPKE

The real redsan for this letter is concerning & mdjor
thange in ay life for the next few months: As I already
sentioned, I finished ay diplona thesic. Since I also have
had the oral exaans froa October to January, this seans, that
I will get the diploma in mathematics in the next few weeks,
I"a planaing to qraduate also with a PhD, This will take
Place in Aachen again starting this Autuan. For the
seantise, I got an Invitation from Concordia University, to
spend about half a year of learning/research in Montreal,
Camada. Thus I will spend about the time froa fpril to
Septesber in Canada.

This implies, that my adress in Rachen will not be valid
trom the begianing of fApril on. 1 will move to angther
adress in autuen, but I%a stil] searching. I will send a
letter, when this change has taken place. Up to this paint,
8dil chould be directed to my adress in Wuppertal
[Sadowastrasse ¢8, 5400 Wuppertal I, GERMANY].

I don’t yet have an adress in Montreal (and since I%a not
taking ay Geneve with se, there would be little use in

~sending disks to that adress).

I can be reached via InterNet eMail {i’s setting up a
forward file at Ay account) a5
AHULPKERBERT, HATH. ANTH-ARCHEN.DE 1f somegne shsolutely wants
to reach ae during this tise,

Again, thanks for your support,

Alexander Mulpke SEIDONERX

MO NORE SMALL PRINT BB4P
Because of very poiite objections from some of the user
groups on our newsletter exchange list we have decided to
apandon our soney saving but difficult to read “small print®
edition. ‘
EXDONES X




