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POST MG CONFERENCE NOTES

Video tapes of sost of the seainars given st the MAY
23/24 1597 WUE Confersnce are available to anyone for #i0.

These two tapes covar abput 10 hours of sesinars. Your money
pays for the media and postage within the USA, Send your

recuast to Charles Boad, P.0. Box 647, Vensdocls DR 45694,

Many photographs taken at the confermnce arw available
for viewing and downloading at the conference wab site, which
is wan.bright.net/*cooad/mugl997.htal

Winners of the Jis Petsrson Nemorial Achieveamnt Awards
wera:

COMRUNITY SERVICE - Tom Mills

HARDWARE =~ Scuthwast 99ers for the Guper ANMS card.

BOFTHARE - Bruce Harrison

BENEVE 9440 - Tim Tesch

72 people signed the sign in sheet. 8b name tags were
used. 5% paople attended the after-the-conterence-banquat.
Ne know that some sembers of the local public did not sign

in, so we satimate attendance at 100,
SXDONEX X

Mug 1997 REVIEN
by Andy Frush
Lina Ohin User Eroup

Well 1 had a TERRIFIC time. Keep in mind that this was
oy first TI Fair of any kind since 1 left the cosaunity in
1992, There wasn’t a huge crowd (the current sstimats stands
at around 70 to 75 1 believe) but all of the ‘regulars® were
there (RAMCharged Computers, Bud Mills, Bruce Harrison, and
siny others).

That’s part of what struck me as odd, Nhen I went to the
WUG Canference 5 vears ago, the ratio of vandors ta buyers
sagll.  There were many more “"reguiar® people than vendors.
This time out, it ssesed that nearly everyone who attended
alsa had a tabls. What also disturbed me was the apparent
absence of families, [ quess families have all soved on to
Nintendo &4s and Macs or PLs?77 :-)

Another gloomy aspect of this shaw (hey, let’s get the
glooa and doos out of the way FIRST!) was the lack of
anticipation. At previous shows, there was alwiys the eager
anticipation of the new hardwire and software that would be
released and/or demced at the shaw. Not so this tise. The
feeling I got from talking to various people was that, after
the AME, every significant product that has ever been made
for the TI has BEEN made. Has the #As nusber been called?

‘Genave, TIN, or ANS cards.

1 doubt it. Thare say never again be a new softwire
product as significant as Funnelwsb or hardwire like the
But the COMBUNITY ITEELF seess to
be as tight and close as ever. Probably sven MORE so with
the advent of ssail. As our comsunity slonly shrinks, what
#v have left are the dishards. Those who either sbsolutely
don't want to, or can’'t, qet rid of the 4As. What surprised
ge was the large nusber of people who knew e or racognized,
1 know some of you are sembers of this list, and 1 falt
terrible that I didn’t know morw of you!!! That was truly a
great experience, being able to actually see and talk to some
of you!

One of the naatest things to s was the large guantity of
fren or almost frem stuff available. ! grabbed thrae
consoles and had to pay for one of them. I grabbed a Pcode
card for #5.00!!! [ also togk a Disk Manager 2 cartridge
{don’t know exactly why vyet, though) and a Console Writer
cart! | forgot to pick up a MNavarone Widgit though...can
anyone sell se one? Ok yeah, and to anyone who's oifered se
the TI-Nriter and other eanuals, ['ve got thea now (free!)
I've aven picked up a TI-FORTH MANUAL!!'! (GASP'} Now that I'm

- older, saybe it'1l nake sense to me! 1)

There were three products for sale that really gribbed sy
attention, The HSBPL, while I have no use for it and didn’t
understand it to & great extent, was one. The SCS1 card at
Bud Mills’ table I also found exciting., I siw a PBox with a
Svguest drive in it! For those who are unfamiliar with thes,
Syquest cartridges are a lot like Zip cartridoes for lip
drives. They are removeable media that can store a WHOLE lot
aore than 1.4 aegs on a PC. This particular systea was using
the cartridge as a hard drive {that’s how the #A ‘“saw' the
drive - a3 a hard drive),

There was also the Video Turtle. I didn’t go to many
seainars, but I wanted to check this one out for you 1) My
epinion? It's & high-guality device that does EXACTLY what
they said it would do. [It’s possible to send RGB video out
to an SVideo sonitor, #And it looks MONDERFUL. T sometimes
have trouble reading 80 colusn text on a monochrome eanitor,
And I'm 25 with good eyes' ¢} But [ could actually read it on
2 19 or 20" TV with NO PROBLEM. And [ was at least & to 8
feet away from the screen, Braphics were clear and sharp.
The device is siaple to use and the manual is clear enough
for anyone to figure it out, It’s literally as easy as
plugging in a toaster,

My only coaplaint? The cost. The gadget is 4127 and
you’ll need an SVideo television. [ assuse you could use a
VCR with SVideo, but if you send that to a non-SVideo TV, the

picture won't isprove at all (you're still seeino a reqular
NEXT FPAGE
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television signal i# you do that). While they amnounced that
TexCoap, distributer af tha Turtla, had 19" SVidea TVe for
soaething like 4179 or so, that’s still $300 worth of
tquipsent. Now, put that in perspective. You can NOT buy a
goog for even barely decent) 19" or even 17° amonitor for
$300. Heck, even 15" monitors uswally go for just over that!
And the Turtle/TV cosbo works with any device that sends out
RGB signals, including Amigas, Sega benwsis, Apple Ilgs, and
other aachines, I think the product will be a success, but
[’a not sure haw many 99ers will contribute to that success,

My ssssion on [nternet Resources available for the
TI-99/4R went pretty well, ALl of the Intsrnet books I had
brought wers gone by the end of the seminar, If you need a
topy, please let ae know! 1f you can use Microsaét MWord &
forsat, I'11 email it to you in that forsat, BSince I's
pretty auch done with the book, you can reproduce it in whole
or in part. Send ae a donmation for my trouble if you really
want to, but I's not foreally asking for ane, And yes, you
can post the Word file cn the internst,

I received & VERY guod response to both a survey (results
will be posted today, 1’11 also reproduce the survey fora
here, sc you quys can respord too!) and questions about an
anline user group. OF the 15 or so people who attended wy
seminar, 12 or so wanted to join such a group! So let's move
on with this. Email me and let se know WHEN you want to meet
and HON (irc? Brad’s chat page?) and we’ll get soaething
started ASAP,

Bo, in summary, I think the MUG Confermnce WAE a success.
A l1ittie gioosy perhaps, but a success, I can’t wait until I
can attend another Fair!

Andy Frush

afruehnadison, k12, ky.us BXDONESS

FEST WEST 98 IN LUBBOCK TEXAB

Just a quick update as to what is happening with getting
3 Tl Fest dest in Lubbock, I got a call from Tmnms
Instrussnts asking how big of an area we'd want and about how
sany would be attending, The room wize was fairly easy,
however, 1'11 be neading your halp on the possible nusber of
attendees.

1°d like to hear from those who would attend at TI Fest
West in Lubbock. The tenative date is February 15, 1998
(President’s Day weekend). Also, would you prefer a one or
twa day Fair?

FEATRRILERRASEERRRISRRRTAIRLNNRANBRAISLIAISILIRALISINANS
t Tos Wills - President

¥ SouthMest 9%ers User Group, Tucson, A BI731-7831

¥ Sponsors of T199 List Server (TI998TheRiver.Con!

) Iaternet E-Mail: twillstheriver.cos
¥XDONE%X %

AN INTERMET USER EROUP FOR THE 99/4A
by Andy Frush
Lias Ohio User Group

0K, from what pecple have tald se they wint, I'a
{finally) able to make soms kind of announcesent about this
Internst user group idea, Hesre are the factsi-

1} We are calling ourselves "The 'nst 9%ers®

2) Ne will be mesting via irc, It seems that this is
sost suitable, as it doesn’t force one to use 3 java-cnabled
brawser. You can sisply use any cosputer capable of getting
on the internet vig TCP/IP. This includes Windows 3.1, 93,
NT, Mac, and DOS as well ax passidly othars.

3) The network on which the first seeting will be held is
EFNat., There are about I to § aajor irc networks on the
internst. My favorite sarver is irc.voicenst.con It's a free
server and usually quite fast. The channel naae will be
ti®s4a (no spaces or opunctuation), If you need help
configuring an irc client for your computer, LET ME KNOW! 1
can help with the basics., [ use sIRCIZ for Win?3,

4) The +irst saeting will be held June 20th, tha list
Bat. in Jun. The tise will be LIOOPM Eastern tiam. | think
this in bast for a lot of us, inciuding our frisnds ovaremas,
Most of you have told ae you’d like sosathing tn tha esrly
aftarnoon on a weekend. If the tise neads to change, we cin
change {t. [ will be on the channel at this tiss, however,
to infora gthers of any tise/date changes. For now, &1l
asstings will be held on the last Bat. of each month at IPH,
[f wnough people show up to warrant it, we could break off
inte other channels (such as TI994A-GENEVE or TIFR4A-AMB) !
think we should appoint (vote for?) a president and vice
pres. during that meeting, or shortly after (by email?)

3) The "sesting" will be probably very informal...just a
bunch of talking. But we newd YOU to be there to contribute,
Only with a good-sized following can wa make this idea work!

40 1's relying on interssted parties (you know who you
are!) to get the word out, PLEASE tell your newsletter
editor or the editors of other newsletters. Tell other
groups. Tell anyene you think mtght care or want to stop
by!!! Anyone will be welcome to visit with us. But
defirataly spread the word! A new UG was born today, and it's
baceusa of Y O U PEOPLE!

7) Me'ra currently talking about having i listserve for
U6 info. That would help those who can’t join us on the
internst but who are subscribers to this list, We fesl it is
unfair for you to have to wade through our ramblings! We’ll
get &1l of that info out as soocn as possible.

Thanks again sveryons! I'll recospile the surveys you've
been sending and post the results to you all in a wesk or so.
XXDONEXX
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ABOUT COPYRIGHT DF PROBRAMS PUBLISHED IN MABAZINES
by John Kaloen

Copyright has been undergoing a lot of changes, Current
lan given a1l copyrights ta the authar, whather tha fora be
in print or slectronic, The author doesn't even have to
ipply far copyright, It is qranted autosstically. (However,
it you want to enforce the copyright, you may have to
sctually +#ile & form with the copyright office.} This
{acludes wmall, Thers's an {psus a8 to whethar & person who
receives an emiil can forward it to soseone else without
violating the original sender's copyright, since formarding
is essentially creating a copy, which is technically a
violation of copyright unless the original author is granted
permission for said forwarding. You sometisen ses espil and
arssages in newagroups in which the author states that his
aesuaQe is copyrighted. 1In this caws, §f you were to um
this sessage in soaw form or sake and distribute copies of
ity you would be violating the author’s copyright.

You atght think that [tess sent to a2 list server would be
excluded from copyright restrictions, But thay may not ba,
There is o debate going on on a copyright List server that
seens to be coalescing around the conclusion that sven itess
sert to o list server are copyrightable and therwfore
rasgonders who include & copy of the original wessige In
their replies wmay be in technical violation of copyright.
Rounds absurd, but the law on copyright basically prohibita
the copying of works without persission o the copyright
holder. Parind,

EXDONE X X

HBGPL CARR PRICES
CECURE ELECTRONICE INC. Has % MBRPLII CARDS leét at a
SPECIAL PRE -LINA FAIR PRILE

2 BANKS of A4K BROM and 32K ROM $200.00
4 BANKS of &4K GROM and 32K ROM $223,00
§ DANKS of 44K GROM and 32K ROM $230.00
16 BANKE of 64K GRON and 32K RON #275.00 MAXIMUM SIZE

* THESE PRICES ARE €OOD UNTIL FRIDAY MAY 28 1997 (R UNTIL
LAST 9 CARDS ARE SOLD - WHICH EVER CDMES FIRST. ONLY OME
CARD PER PERSON. AN ORDER WILL BE NEED TO BE PAID FOR BY
JUNE 1 1997,

This Card was described in detail in the March -/ April
NICROPENDILM,

It comes with a o4KEE DSR FLASH EEPROM that can be
upgraded te J12K48 if the need arises and 2 120K4B STATIC
RANS. The Modules are prograsaed into FLASH EEPROMS so there
is N0 batteries to go dead or pap out or system crashes to
torrupt semory in the FLASH EEPROMS. They require a special

aenu software program to re-program that

is available in
pither 40 or 80 rolumns .

You may either reply to this L1ST BERVER via E-MAIL or
contact CECURE ELETRONICS INC. by the following:

800 ORDER LINE: B0O 239-9540 9:00 aa to 5:00 pa CDST
Mon-Fri VOICE: 414 422-1010 9:00 am to 5:00 pa CCST Men-Fri

“FAX: 414 422-9869 24 hours 7 days

E-MAIL CECURE.ELECTRONICS.Dan.Waldendjuno.con
2XDONEXX

FEZVEXIRAMRINAANR AN EE RN NL
x BITS, BYTES & PIXELS
X FPublished by Lima OH
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Material contained herein
may be copied by any user
group as long as credit
is given. DUB0O Ffiles of
most articles in BB&FP can
be obtained by sending a
disk and return postage.
ADDRESS- P.0O. Box
Venedocia Ohio
43824
Internet address:
good . 48osu . edu

&47

July and August

GROUF OFFICERS

President-Jennifer Poling
419-667-3100

Vice Pres—Heather Poling
419-232-2135 %
Treasurer—Leonard CummingsX
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THINGS ARE REALLY LOOKING UF FOR CADD ELECTRONICS,
NAKERS OF THE PCY® EMULATOR.,

I am sitting in one the CaDD Electronics’ stretch limos
(with real nappa lmather seats) and am transaftting this
email from my 600MNz Mexius laptop through the CaDD satellite
in qeodesic orbit while on the way to the Cadé private
airport to take the CaDD Lear st hose. It's only 30 siles to
the CaDD wansion, nestling in its 500 acres of rolling hilla
in southern New Hespshire, but the jet is _so_ such quicker.

NEXT FasGE
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It’s been & tough day at CaDD Towers an Route 128 --
fmerica’s Technology Highway, The cafetaris ran out of
Baluga, and wa were notitied that we werw down to our last
cast of Chatmau la Fitte *47. But... that’s lite in the
tast lane.

Since everything about pur business and the underhand way
we operate has now been ravealed, it only seems fair to
confess that 3 large chunk of the asega=dollar revenues
generated by sales of PC?9 were actually secretly channeled
to the Deaocratic Party during the last slection. Whan this
coses hefore Congress, the newspapers will probabiy call it
Texgate. We had to keep _scme_ of the funds back to

acconmodate our upmarket lifestyles and, of course, keep
Texas Instruments in the black with our five-figure quarterly

rayelty payaents,

But, what the hell. If we nesd aore revence we can stick
the users with yet ancther useless upgrade and soak ‘es for
it.  They’re dusb enough to think that sose _work_ has to be
done to generate an upgrade, As an aside, we have to admit
we wished we had thought of that get-rich scheme first, but
that honor belongs to & Seattle, Washingtom-based company,
who we've had thoughts of buying owt, but our accountants are
only marqinally inpressed with their market share of the PC
05 merket,

He oiten wonder what we would be doing now if we badn't
struck the sotharlode with PCYR, After ;ust halé a dozmn

sales we all quit our jobs and now loa around writing as

little code as possible,
accounts just overflow,

while watching our Swiss bank

¥hich all goss to prove the old adage: you can be a ool
soae of the time, or you can sound like Bcott all of the
tine...

Regards,

Mike Wright

{tor CaDD Electronics)

[soon to be renaned and 1isted on the NYSE as Mega Giebsl
Electronics)

nianlxyvision. cos YXDONEXE

UBING FUNMELWEB WITH THE VTS EMULATOR

Fromptad by- Charles Eocod’s announceasnt that T1 had
bought out MicroSoft I racently transferred Fub 4,40 snd 5.0
te vit9. Might as wall ba ready for future developaents.
Beriously I had just figured out how ta tranafer #iles froa
#y TI99/48 to ay PC using Telco and/or NagicFM with a serial
cable connection and to convert thes for use by v3t%,

FWB works finm on v9t9 with soae mxceptions listad below.
With the CONFIGURE program new UL lists can be added and even
KL can be uesd. A nuaber of prograns used by FWE sees to run
properly based on 1isited testing.

Some of the prohleas [ encountared wmare as faliowst

1= All D5Kx*s of any size are read by DISKREVIEN to show
that they contain 3&0 sectors. ARCHIVER III daws show the
correct nusber of sectors on a disk.

2- DR will nat run an Extended Basic pragram but does not

have any problea with running other prograss.

3- FW 5,001 will properly load CHAREx files to show
ditterant ALL-Character scraen fonts, Bith ay TISR/MA 1 hao
figured out how to download different printer fonts to my
FX-80 Epson printer by printing a DVBO ¢ila of contrel
charactars from elther DISKREVIEW or Text Editer. This will
nat werk with v9t? although I have no difficulty sending text
te ay printar,

4= Any atteapt to mark and then loag a fils by using 50
causes the ED program to freeza, but works properly if marked
froa DR before satering Text or Progras Editor.

- 3= Tha usual method of entering ALL-CHAR sode by using
CTRL + *,' does not work but Ctrl + )" + 7." dows work, |
could not use the FWB feature of changing caps to lowsrchse
and vice versa by using ALT # "' or '5*,

&~ Although the docusentation sesss to indicste that disk
size sust be less than 340 sectors a few of ay disks are

greater than 340 without apparent {1l effect,

I anyone has figured out how to overcoae some of these
problems 1 would 1like to hear about thea. Even with these
linitations FNB is still a very useful progras to have on
vite,

A an aside the nusber o postings to this ssiling iiet
will likely pass 450 for the month of April. The total for
Narch was 273, This continuss to be an interesting and
graming list,

1 Jacques broslouis

1 sgrosloudnbnat,nb.ca

$ 1747 Riverbank Drive

¥ Bathuret New Brunswick E2A #L1

t CANADA EXDONEXX

THE RELEASE OF MYBAEIC V4.0

For anyona intarestsd, ODI Software has anocunced the
ralease of [ts version of Mybasic [Advanced BASIC) ¢or the
Genave. Hers is the information I receiveds

Version 4.0 of HyBasic has 79% of known version 3.0 bugs
fixed.

NEXT FAGE




Bits, Bytes & Pixels

kl

FPAaGcE 5

To receive your personally registered FREE copy, send
$15.00 registration to the address below:

Us:

James Uzzell

HO Alreouth

PSC B13 Box 103
FPD AE 09820

Other Countries:
Janes trzell
Airsouth (NATO)
BLDE @ BOX 105
Vizle Delca Liberazione
80124 Banoli Napeli Italy

For the registration fee you will raceivms

t« Hardcopy of BB replacement pages, inciuding comminds
nat found in origlmal sanual, delsted cosminds and changed
coadnds.

2. Five new appendices call Key ASCIT Asaesbly support
info colar palette / hay charts R8232 DER info Disklayout /
floppy

3. 17 DI Software Myhasic utilitiss

4, Support from DM to registered users

KXDONEXX

# GERMAN TI FTP BITE
I put anather two ¢i1ns (n sy FTP directorys

spduap.s === THBF900 source code for 1 simple Speech
Syatheziser ROM read utility; tailor it to your nemds.

aonitor.kmo === Memory dusp and disassesbler tor NDOS.
Allows to mag in banks by setting the semory wapper. Output
to any device. Mritten in TIC 1.4,

You can find it ate
ftps/wam, veb.cs. uni-trankfurt, de/pub/paople/nz/spousp. s

or in
http://wwn.uni=frankfurt,de/*zaps /tigens. htsi

‘Nichael lapf S ADONERK

NEN LONER PRICES ON AMS CARDS

The SouthWast Ninety Niners User Group is oroud to
annound that thay will be dropping the price of the Super ANS
card by #10. Tha Supsr ANS 128k card will now ba 7%, down
from 85, and the Buper ANS 238k version will now be 490,
down fros $100, There is a 43 shipping and handling charge

_lor a1l cards that sust be shipped.

Maybe this will hslp in net having to find as aany
dollard,

IR ER R AR bEARTRRR GRR R EARIbEIILIFIOLLIEAMMLL

1 Toa Wills - President T199 List Server Noderator

{1 Southwest 99ers User Group, Tucson, AZ B3731-7831

4 Hosts of the International Fest West ’98 - Lubbock

¥ Internet E-Mail: twillsétheriver.com

e TR bR Id R P Rsnstagootiispbboventiifnttidibss ]
1XDONES ¥

A NEW VERBIDN OF PCY% WITM DEDD DI9K CAPACITY

After two yaars of trials and tribulations we now believe
we have successfully asulated the HMyarc FDC #or use with
PCYS, This will be of graat bemafit to PCOY users, in that
they caa now transfer up to DEDD disks betwsan & T! snd a PC.

¥e have bemn working with Dr. Eric Bray of Philadelphia,
scting as an intermediary for Lou Phillips of the former

Myarc, Inc, whe 1s the legil ownar of the ROMs in the FIC,
and of the Myarc Disk Manager progras. Today, we received
the following emsil from Ericy

Froms ewbray@juno.com (Eric W, Bray)

I spoke with Lou on 5/15/97 7100 PM, I also faxed his a
topy of the ietter you sent me, He verbally qave me the
authority to tuthorize the use of the code in the Myarc FDEC
in vour progran, He still would like you to forward a copy
of the progras to him via myself. He is leaving to go out of
town and on the road for the nast week., so I will not have
verbal contact with his until next wemkend, I can forward -
the program to hin and he can have it when I do speak to his
agaim

e would 1ike to publicly thank Eric Bray for his séforts
on our behalf, In addition we would like to express our
thanks to Lou Phillips for his qansrous offer in allowing us
to include his propristary code in cur PCYT product,

W will ba showing this version of PCO? at the Lime, MUS,
and hope to release it as Btage 4 &8 800N &8 W@ CaN
thareaftar, ALl current owners of the product will be
noti¢imd by aail when the release i avaiiable. Thinks to
Eric and Lou for halping us cimar one sore hurdle in that
diraction,

XRDUNEX X

Hike Wrignt
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DIBK STRUCTURES AND CARTRIDBE TRANSFERS
FOR THE V9T? 73/4A PC EMULATOR

I'IL try o bosic sxplanstion, It’s like thim

two asthods of accessing T1 filas,

Vit? has

(13> FIADi= 'Files in a Directory’ = The originsl
aethad wes to craate a separats directory on your PC hard
drive for wmach TI-99/44 disk drive. [In VOL9's default
configuration, without the T1 ROMs, V9t? will use its
subdirectory,
taved to under eavlation, whether you save to DBK1., DBK2,,
D5K3., DSKe. or DSKS, However, vyou can create your own
virtual ’disk drives’, like this: Say you wanted to type in
sone Tl Extended BASIC games from a magazine, and you needed
sosawhera to sava thes. In ME-DOS, you would create 2 VO
subdirectory called YBGAMEE (in my case the full path would
be *E:\DOSAPPS\UTTILS\VOTO\LBBAMER®), which you could use as
any of the five drives. After creating this directory, *hoot
up’ V9t? with TI Extended BASIC as your mcdule. Once VU9 is
running, press CTRL-BHIFT-F9. This will take you to the
'ENTER PATHNAMES' screen, in which you tell V9t? wherg each
of your 'disks’ are. Aaong tha othar disketies, you will 1m
sosathing aimilar to

3 1 DBKY (M&-DOS pathnase} = Ci\dosappsiutils\vetF\DIBK\

at which you will need to change the defauit ‘DIBK'
dlrectory to 'YDGAMES'. To do this, prems 'Y, then changa
the pathnase, prass anter, and then EOC to return to
saulation. Fron then on, any £ila saved to 'DEKS.’ on the
virtual TI-99/4A will go ta the PC directory XBEAMEB., Of
courss, when you want to access thes in ancther session, you
will nesd to change this path again, If you have forgotten
tha naae of the path and you nand to get a directory of your
K8-DOS drive tn sew what paths you've created, you DON'T have
to sxit V9t9. Gisply press CTRE-F9, which will take you into
& D0S sheil, where you can type DIR or do anything you'd like
4t the cossand prompt, sfter which you sust type EXIT to
return to V99,

As ! said eariier, ’'Files in & Dirsctory' is V¥'s
default method of dealing with $iles. The resson is that Ed
Swartz couldn’t use TI's original ROMs. The sdvantage to
using this wsathod is the flsxibflity. You could, for
instance, sinply pute your "DEKI.” disk on the PC's At drive,
That would cause V99 to une the PC's floppy as DBKY. Now,
when using the FIAD format, V99 contains thase )ines in the
vot9.inf fllm

DEK1Path = C:\DDBAPPEAUTILS\VIT\DISK
DEKZPath = Cy\DOBAPPB\UTILB\VATHADIEK
DBKIPath = Co\DOBAPPS\UTILS\VTHADIBK
DEK4Path = C1\DOSAPPE\UTILBAVOTA\DIEK
DEKIPath = Ct\DOBAPPSMUTILEVWRTIADISK

‘(vuu cén change thase to wuit vour automatic startup
preferancey)

'DIEKS’, as the directory to which any fila is

EauDiskDERFilaNane = paudisk.bin
GiskDSRFilaNane » disk.bin
BharedDiskDGRFiiaNane = bothdisk.bin
DERComba = waudisk,eaurs232

Once you have the original TI ROMs, you will need to
change aoam linas {n order to use the second option,

442> DOAD1- *Disks on a Disk' = When you transfer your
T1 diskettes over to V99 via R8232, using tha RECV program,
sll of the diskettes are waved into V9E9's 'DISKE’
subdirectory, which is where V5t9 looks for disk isages.
This is sluded to in the V9t3.0nf linm

DiskimagePath = Cr\DGBAPPBAUTILE\VITY\DISKE

The disk ‘'images’ are usually 90K films on your PC hard
drive which contain entire T1 diskettes. If you transfer the
Ti~Nriter diskette over to V9t9, for instance, you might have
nased it "TI-NRITE.DBK'. Usually all of the disk images end
with the ‘DSK’ extension. In order to access the TI-NRITER
diskette, with the TI ROMs transferred and in place, you will
have to go into V9t%.Cnd and take 2 look at these lines:

DiskInagel = DIEKCOOL, DBK
Disklmage2 = DIBKOOOZ,DBK
DiskInageS = DISK(G0O3,DSK
D5RCosbo = emudisk,enurs232

The first threm lines tall VRt what disk {sages to place
in the disk "deive’ svery tise you boot it v, You cam
change thena, although this is not strictly necessery. és an
wxanple, I have changed the first line toi :

DiskImagel = FNEBSOL.DEK

This smans that whanever [ boot V9t9 up, Funnellsh will
autosatically be in drive DSK1., so it cen automatically baot
up in Extended BASIC,

But anyway, to make use of DOADs, yau have to have the 71
ROMs transferrad, and you have to change the BSRCoabo 1ine
to:

DSRCosbo = RealDlsk, EsuR8232

tn order to uam the REAL disk RON. Incidentally, if
you've transferred the TI's RS-232 ROM, you can also change
EnuRS232 to RealRB232. From this point on, when you boat ug
Vet?, you won't be able to use your FIADs {I'Il tell you how
to do both shortly!. Instead, whan you boot up V99 and
press  CTRL~SHIFT-F% to go into the 'ENTER PATHNAMES® screen,
you will sew somsthing like thiss

{1 D8KL (dimk €ilenaas) = DIBKOOO1.DEK

2 1 DSK2 (disk $ilenane} = DIEKO00Z, DEK

MEXT PAGE




Bits, Bytes & Pixels

FAGE 7

3t DBKS tofmk filenane) = DIBK0OOZ.DBK

You can naw change any of these filanamas to the nase of
a disk that you have transferred and wish to use, For
instance, you can press 2, than change DISKODO2.DSK to
TI-WRITE.DSK, then press enter, then ESC, From then on, all
files vaved to or loaded from DEK2. will be dirscted to the
TI-Nriter disk isage that could be sitting in VFE9's 'DIBKS’
subdirectary, "Great!t, you say, *but what about wy FIAD's?
Doss this mean that [ have to change the V9E9.Cnf file
averytine [ use it, depending on whather 1 want to use FIADs
or- DOADs?" 'No!’ is the answer. [t you Wish to use both at
the sase tiae, turn to the third optiom:

{4{3}}> FIADs AND DOADs:- Both - If you change the line
in VIt9.Cnf from either

DERCosbo = Emudisk,EauR6232
or

DERConbo = RealDisk,Real REZ32
te

D5RConbo = BathDisk,Real RE232

you now have the ahility to use BOTH! Once you've booted
up ¥9t9, prass the CTRL-BHIFT-FY coabination, tp qet to the
"ENTER PATHNAMES' screan. 1 use both FIADs and DBADs, and ay
screen looks like thim

11 DBK! (disk filanams) = FWEBSG!.DBK
21 DEK2 (disk #ilenams) = DIBKOOOZ,DEK
3 1 DEKY (M5-D0S pathnama) = Ci\dosappsiutils\vet9\DISKY
4 1 DEK4 (ME-DOS pathname} = Ci\dosappaiutila\vRt9\DEK4\
3 2 DSK3 (ME-DOS pathaazae) = Cridosappsiutile\v9tTADEKS\

Khat this means is the following: the wsulated DEKL. and
D5K2, are capable of loading up disk IMAGES only. As you
can spe, DEK!, loads up FumnelWeb. DSK2., contains the
default file wluded to in VRt%.Cnf. The asulated DSKJ., 4
and 3 are only cabable of doing FIADs, xhich means that DEK3,
would be the 'DIEK' wubdirsctory 1 talked about earlier.
D8K4. and DSKS. I have changed in V9t9.Ené. DEKA.  would
be a "D3K4’ subdirectory, and DSKS. would access the 'DSKS'
subdirectory. Doss this aake sense?

Didn't think so |} I have tried ta make this explanation
sinple, but it’s difficult to take a cumbersoms concept which
is easy once you know it, and transfer it into writing,
hope that you- understand these confused ramblings, but it
not, saybe you could take Ed Swartz’s confused ramblings,
toskine them with sy confused rasblings, and come up with 1
claar sxplanation. On the othar bhand, you aight cose up with
toxic wasts!

¥25 1 had soaeons elsw tranndar sy RONs/GROMs. !'ve
acquirsd sose new dcartridges since then, and I want to
transfer thom,

Kaas,,. That’s a whole other kettle of #ish! Ruad the
TRAMBFER.TXT filw in the °DOCS’ subdirectory, than ask sosw
inforsed questions. But to cover the basicwr You ased to
have straight-wired 23-pin sale - to -25-pin femals cabls.
You need to get the TRAMB progras in the *DIBK' subdirectory
ovar to you TI. Once you've done this, you newd to run it,
and run the RECV program on your PC, This will enabie you to
transfer Modules, ROMe and Disk isages,

30 1 have an XB disk that I want to transter from sy 99
te v9t% to test dthat part out. Just one acre thing I cen't
figure out'

As abave, TRAMS rumning on you TI will allow you to
trangfor disk images to the PC running RECV. The disk isaga
will be saved in the ’DISKS’ subdirectory, under the name you
chaose, such as XBDISK, which will be called XBDISK.DSK.

Mf 1 need anything special (cables or whatsver) I'd be
happy to buy tham from sossone who will be attending the MUE
Conference.

've read the docs, but that's one of the biggest
wraknessas of v9t?. )The docs are good considering the
package Ls sharmware, but 1t confused )the holy buggers out
of ! HELP!!!

Parhaps you shauld try getking & hard copy of the decs.
I #ind it easier to read on papar than to try and aske
crass-referances in several tmxt-¢ilms!

I don’t think I solvad all of your prabless in one
peating { and [ have helped you before to get the thing up

ang running ), but adter reading this, aak about what you'rs
sti]ll confused,

Brian Tristas Williaas
Johannasburg,

South Africi. XXDONEXR X

HIGTORY OF GARY BOWSER AND THE TIM
by John VanNeeiie

Firstly I have no direct connection any sore to DPA - 1
had done some work in the past for Gary Bowser - OPA,-

I would have to say that Gary is viry talented when it
tase to the design work and technical aspects of the TI99/4a
and the prograssing side,

MEXT FAGE
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BUT- this is a big BUT - Gary is not & business oriented
person. I tried on a nusher of occassions to help cut in the
business side. But to no avail, His big mistake was that he
tried to make a living off the TI businass which all vendors
=~ past ang presant will tell you is not pomsible, Gary would
nat sae that and this wan his demise and unfortunately that
of sany of the leyal TI sesbars in the comaunity. I know of
Mny parsonally and sose not so perscnally.

I do know that the biggest probles with the TIN was not
the  design but the manufacture cost around it. Firstly the
expense for the circuit boards was a large cost, At the tiee
of the initial wsetup tha crystals for the Video chip where
special order. By the time the last TIN's were shipped the
crystals were available dirt cheap but this was too late.
The next big headache was trying to obtain the 9358 video
¢hips. Canada is a very difficult place ta ohtain electronic
parts at a reasonable price. This is wmostly because the
sarket is driven by the BI6 multinational congomerates based
in the USA. Btock of the parts are not in Canada all the
tine and is shipped fros the USA sost times and delays with
custons and shippers makes getting thea tiss consusing. The
USA seens to be a place that ome can get aany things a lot
easier with less hassles,

So the high cost of the initial sstup of circuit boards

and sourcing parts at a2 reasonabla cost along with very
little capital killad the TIM.

I know that there is lass than 100 in existance. I have
one. 1 kncw this for & fact as 1 did built & fair nusber of
thes, B¢ ¢id ane of the other 979 Toronto U.5 masber.

This product has Besn very reliable and of the few that [
had repaired = the actual TIN board = 3 ar 4 to be weact =
the probles was sesory chip ralated. The B0B board that had
to be instalied in congunction with the TIN the faw that ware
repaired had be returned and large change that they were
taspared with, the sproms had be damaged from somsone trying
to dump the code. 1 know that svery TI® that was shipped had
be tested and had a extensive burn in test done to be sure
that the unit worked before being shipped.

I know that this is not sxcuse for what bary Has done to
the large group of TI users who paid for products and not
received thes,

This is in raponse to several gquestions and statesmnts §»n
the nuaber of messages on the LISTSERV on this issur.

Unfortunately 1 see not vision of the TIN coming back to
production as I know of many options that were put forward to
bary by many people - with ideas on haw to keep the TIN in
production but Gary refused to give in a little,

At one point [ had considered producing them under 2
licansing agreesent but even that fell through as 1) the
inount of money required and 2) bary didn't want to give up
contral,

He refused I ideas ot selling it as & kit which included
the circuit hoards, pals, and epross and datailsd parts list
and assembly instructions, he refused to let another vendor
buy the gropristary cosponants (eproas and pais) plus a
royaity and lat the vendor build and sell them,

S0 aventually the TIM has died along with other qreat

products, Also so has the trust of many TI iaoyal users who
paid in full up front to buy this exciting new product enly

to receive nothing and excuses,

Prasently Gary is busy in the PC Cloae aarket with little
tc no interest in the TI market. But this is no coafort to
the sany users who have baan taken for their wonwy.

These ars ay cossents to the questions and comssnts made
in other sessages on this topic. In no way do I have any
connection personaily or professionally with OPA in the ared
of business. My businass tims were severed & long time ago,

XXDONEX X

VIDED TURTLE INFORMATION

The VideaTurtls is a2 video-convertor product. It
converts RGD known as TV RGB, 15.7 KWz, inta E-video,

8-Video is & leap above stindard television, With two
channels of video information, and wider bandwidth, B§-Video
enabies snhanced displays on equipad TV's,

Unlike standard Tv, which has one channel and liaited
bandwidth, S-Video allows full use of the TV's scan lines,

Standard TV splits the scan lines between odd and than even’
lines.

Because of the larger amount of umcan lines, Qreater
detail is possibla, than with wtandard TV, And, a such
tigger channel for pure color inforaation. Crisp and clmr
graghics, and radical display of colors becones dvallahle
with 5-Vides,

The DB system highly reccosends using 8-Video TV, as
the optisua display for hose usa. With the advastages listed
above, it's hard to see why not!

VideaTurtle takes advantage of the 8=Video TV standard.
Bscausn B-Viden TV's often have wmany wmore scan linss of
resolution than the TV RGE monitors, clarity equal to or
batter than the older monitors is available!

VideaTurtla allows the REB user to still maintain
high-guality video, while using the irexpensive 5-Video TV's
as a total replacemant!

Plun, the TV itslef, s just that, without o need for a |
tuner or axtra device, your cosguter/videogame display can

change into » standard TV, with resote control! _ -
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80 many systess output and can use TV REE. Up until now,
the only way to properly view that RGB, was the TV RED
aonitors.  Kith the monitors graduslly dying off, the option
has baen usad or a standard TV {tselé!

Not much of a chaice iy it?

VideoTurtle, from Turtle Enterprises, gives you a better
cheice, and in many cases, even better than the old monitor!
By taking the output fros your home computer/video gases
systen, attaching « cable ta the VideaTurtls, and an 8-Video
cable to the 8-Video TV, you re ready to go' Flug and Play!

Boas systens comn with TV REB but with distinctions, and
VideoTurtle can handle that with mers jusper changes! All in
ali, no softwars drivers to load, or cortein video aodes to
usd, to utillze the YideoTurtle!

Tex Cosp Ltd is the autherized distributer of tha
VideoTurtie. Thair phone nusber, for corders only, s
(800)B44=3474, For technical help, {B181987-3341, Ghipping
time 1n 4 wanks. Pricing tentative, Call Tax Comp Ltd for
furthar information!

Thank you agatn for your interast {n the VideoTurtle frea
Turtle Enterprise!

Regards,

Jases W. Krych
Turtle Enterprivm
Bales Rep

¥RDONEX X

THE TONY TUTOR COMPUTER, A 99/4A WITH XB IN DIBGUISE

I {orgat to mantion there was also a kid's cosputer
{manutactured by Tomy 1 think) that actully was a 99/4A with
1B in disquise., If anyone knows the details, plesse #pit '®a
aut. Dtherwise i'll try and dig them up.

A, Tha TOMY used a THBY99S5 CPU with a TMS991BA Video
Cantroiler, Thay ran the computer at 10,7 BHr so the YTAL
could he used for both the CPU and VIDEQ. [t DID NOT usw any
ERONS, [It's built in BABIL was FAST as it was A TRUE
ASSENELY, NOT a GFL and ASSEMBLY. The MODULES ware up to 44
i and none used any GRONB. It had an EXPANBION FORT cut tha
pack for DISK DRIVES etc. that never made it to the market
place, The Keyboard was & RUBBER one. CHEAP!! It did have 2
tape cassette port.( I used a RADIZ SHACK one} 3 pin DIN and
the JOYSTICKE wers very masy to use, The BASIC was alaost
identical to TI BABIC. It had 1&k of mascry that was shared
with the video controller just like the 44 and you had the
thoica of cosposite video and sound ( 2 RCA PLUGB) or a RF
port to a TV, ALl of this was built in plus the power supply
wit inaide alsa, & 120 volt cord went tc a switching power
supply.

An & side note, sost ¢ not all the module prograss wers
portsd over to the 9440 GENEVE by Barry Boone. and are bring
sold by RAMCHARGE COMPUTERS.

Don Walden ~President= T199/4% Milwaukee Ares U§
P.O, BX2
NUSKEGOD NI 53150-0002

FAX 414 322-0M09 BBE 414 422-9640 L¥DONEXX

NDRE ABOUT THE TOMY COMPUTER
Wow this brings back some great assories! 1)

Actuatly it is gquite obvious that TI had & hand in the
TOMY 08, There was WAY too auck in cosson with the 39/44
architecture. For instance, when 1 was poking around the 08,
1 found that wmhile the scratchpad ares was in 4 different

part of asmory, all of the offssts matched the 99/4A's as for
85 usage,  Buch as the floating pofnt arma being at offset
A, and keyscan return information being st )73,  The TOMY
08 hed a huge library of graphics code in ROM, which the
cartridges would call via BLWP's te & vecter table. This

would have allowed

TOMY to update and debug their 0B withaut bresking any
cartridges, This alsc made it possible for se to patch the
0B to run on the 9440, and then be able to run the
application cartridoen withaut any patchas at all,

Another fun fact about tha TOMY TUTOR is that the built
in XBABIC used the same tokens as the 99/44's YBABIC. This
aight aean in theory that they could read sach other’s’
programs,.s If amsary servas thars NERE some minor
ditferences betwesn the JBABIC’s though, sa  some
sodifications to code would have besn needed, and I’a not
surt they shared 100X of the same comsands,

-Barry Boone KXDONEXR

Roh Carmany at his seminar
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MINIREVIEW OF PCY9

I’ve had PC9Y for about a year. I used v9t9 criginally,
but wanted something that was still being actively supported.
The mini-screen debug sode that PCY? offers was also of
interest to se, since I wint to do sose developaent work with
it. 1've been very happy with it, and have never had any
cospatibility probleas. Evarything ['ve run behaves the sase
on it as a real 99/4a

PC9% is slower than v9t9. That isn’t important if you
have a Pentium PC, as either emulator can run many tiams
faster on those systems than an sctual 99/4a. I+ you still
hive a J8b or 486 though, it aight aatter,

In referance to the first sessage coapiring the two, yes

PC?? costs somathing and votY is fres. However, vit% is — ST
dead product. CaDD is by nou swans running to the bank with Gerd Weiseman shows off the
all the aoney they're making with PC99. I doubt they’ll ever HSGPL card.

recoup their investsent in PC?9, But, they do continue to
work on the product, enhancing and isproving it.

Just sy twa cents!

Tos Baggett - toeaybRtapscan.coa

Tim Tesch accep Peterson
achievement award from Jim Krych

John Bull shows Contract Bridge

David Nieters
selling SCSI
cards at the
WHT table.

Bruce Harroson amazes
the audience with his
software.




