‘Mike has

THE NEWSLETTER QRUESTIONNAIRES
Ev Jim Kavanaugh

Forty-cne MNewsletter Questionnaires
found their way back to Marilwvn McPartlin,
aur estimabie Editor. I can”t say there are
41 completed guestionnpaires -~ they range

from rnearly complete to neardy incompleteg
from well thought ocut tvpewritten responses
ta  obecurely obscene doodlzc - the latter
were returned, most probably, by mistake!

Monetheless, it is clear the respondents do
not  represent the group. For example, 44X
have at least one disk drive, Examine Tahle

i. Compare Your equipment tc  the
respondents’. If vou find a difference and
disagree with the +indings here, call

Mariivn and tell her vour opinion. Better
vet, write it down and mail it to her.

The interesting results are as follows.
Takle | shows the peripherals owned by the
recpondents, DQver I in 4 have a complete
set of expensive peripherals and ouer
two-thirds have Extended BASIC and the
Speech S¥nthesizer, One statistic that

{centinued on sage 107

HATS OFF TO MIKE!
by Diane Kavanaugh, MSP 99 PFrecident

Mike Lareon, who has single-handed!y run
the activities Committee For ocuer a wvear
and a half has rezigned from this position.

seen to it that there hac been a
every month +or our group and has
made sure that all the equipment needed has
been there and running. Most months he has
brovght in his own syvetem and has picked up
and returned the big screen TV that we have
used. Thanks Mike for 3 job well done! All
vour time and effort have gotten our group
cff te a tremendous ztart. ' ’

program

VOL. 2 NO. 7
SEPTEMBER 1%83

THE MSP 99 NEWSLETTER

“HENHOUSE" REVIEWED
by Sarah DeMars

Looking for & new and exciting game for
vour  TI-9%/4A% Funware has sceveral new
cartridges available and the one that is my
favorite s Henhouse -- its graphics, sound
and speed are great!

The farmer must protect his henhouse
from crows, a poacher and a woif. Then at
the <came time he must collect eggs and load
them in hie truck. He protects his henhouse
v chooting the poacher before he gets away

with an ega, or shooting the wolf before he
gete into the henhouse. If the poacher gets
away with an eqg, it's not all that bad
because vou Jjust lose an egg, although if
the wolf makes it into the henhouse the
game ende. While the farmer is protecting

his henhouse, eggs are dropping and filling

up Dbins. When a bin becomes Full, the
farmer must drop off his gun, run over to
empty the eggs into his kasKet and then run

over and toad them in his truck.

This game starts oyt slow, but with
every 2300 points vou accumulate, the game
speeds up. By the time wou reach 10,000

points  those eqgs are dropping into the
bins <o fast you have about &}l you can do
to keep the bins from overflowing. Each
time a bin overfiows, vou iose an egg. 'he
game ends when ¥ou lose six eggs. (Don‘t
torget, while vou're callecting eaqs the
Wi+ 0o poacher may  appear and catrh rou

ott guard without vour gqun.)

I‘ve wvet to meet anvone whe has tried

this game and not enjoved it. Jt°s one of
those games that once vou‘ve lost vou can‘t
walt to press Redo and s=tart all cwer

again’




The MSP 99 USERS OGROUP neets monthly for a program of MSFP~ %9 USERS GROUPF GCROWTH
discussion and presentations that will enable you to be
better informed about your computer. Users group members 400 | These are individual and family memberships.

share and exchange information. Some members have a broad 380 | We estimate current total membership to be well over 700,
range of compufer expertise that they are willing to 340
share with others; others are just beginning. We are not

affiliated with or sponsored hy any other group or ;:g
company. We are owners of the Texas Instruments TI-99/4 306

and TI-99/44 home computers, and share an enthusiasm for
these fine machines. Membership dues are 312 a vear for 3 28a
family, $10 2 year for an individual, and %30 for a 240
sponsor  member, You're welcome to visit z meeting before 240
you join. For more information, call or write us,

220
MSP 9% USERS GROUP 200
~ P.0. BOX 12351 180
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55112, U.S.A. 160
PRESIDENT -~ Diane Kavanaugh 644-5940 1401
VICE PRESIDENT -- Bill Lovegren - 784-5918 120
SECRETARY —- Dean Sorsnsen 4237134
TREASURER -- Joel Gerdeen 372-6148 lgg
MSP 99 NEWSLETTER is published by the MSP 99 Users Growp  OU No wonder we have
to serve the needs of TI home computer users in the 40 growing pains!'!
Minnezpolis-5t, Paul area. Members are encouraged to 20
contribute articles for publication, Opinicas expressed -
are those of the writer and not necessarily. those of the Wo L ZerxD T3y YLy e )
.MSP 99 Users Group, its officers, editor, or members. s ETECT ETEsg4 goZa uxXT g LI
Newsietter Editor--Mariiyn McPartiin  634-5463 3 =

_Newsletter Conmittee Members: .

Bonnie Burton, Wayne Page, Jon Todd ‘ oy )
MSP 99  Newsletter articles may be reproduced if .
appropriate credit is given o the author (if ome is o ' er

listed) and to the Minneapolis-St. Paul %% Users Group,
IT'S HERE AT LAST...COLLECTING THE

The HSP 99 USERS GROUP MEETINGS are held at the Brown LONG-QUT-0F-PRINT FIRST YEAR'S ISSUES
Institute Computer Building, 27th Avenue and East LaKe OF "99'er MAGAZINE" (Nos. 1-5) IN ONE
Street, Minneapolis, on the third Tuesday of each month 376 PAGE PUBLICATION. REVISED AND UP-
zt 7 p.m. (Check Calendar of Events for changes.) DATED ITEMS PLUS SOME NEW MATERIAL, AS
ADVERTISED IN THE JULY 99'er, RETAIL
Ideas for future programs should be submilfed to the $19.95, SPECIAL TO MSP99 MEMBERS $17.95
Program Conmittee at the Users Group address given above - WHILE QUANTITIES LAST =

or talk to an officer at a meeting.

BACK _ISSUES OF "99'er MAGAZINE" ARE

14 you’re interested in working on one of our conmittees AVATLABLE @ $3.75 ($3.95+shpg. retail)
(Education, . Equipment, Program, Publicity, Softuare, SEE US ALSO FOR CURRENT ISSUES @ $3.50.

Newsletter), contact one of the officers.
ALSO, ASK US ABOUT "“SPEAK'N DRAW"

COMMERCIAL AWERT]SEHBIT RATES -- Business firms !hit. FOR PRE-SCHODLERS

desire to communicate with our members may do so by .

piacing an ad in the newsletter. Rates are: Full Page JOHN BURG BOB McLANE
(7-1/72 X 10-1/2) $30; Half Page ¢3-1/2 X 10-1/2) 420;

Quarter  Page (312 X 5) $12, Each ad nmust be 537-5463 926-9432
camera-ready in sizes indicated and paid in advance, ...anytime after 6 PM

Contact the newsletter ediior for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS ~-- Before you move, piease mail a .
change of address to the group at the above address. HOME-COMP-EDINA
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MSP % CAaLENDAaR OF EVENTS

SEPT. 20 —- Presentation

(TUESDAY) the 9%9/4n.

7:00-2:00 what can
your system.

We will be
Copies of
the night
write to the
stamped envelope.

OCT. 18 -—- PROGRAM TO BE ANNOUNCED
(TUESDAY)
7:00-%:00

of Tl peripherals and Ti-compatible peripherais for
Will help answer such guestions as what are they and
they do. A guide to helping you plan the expansion of

voting on changes toc the Constitution and By-laws,
the Constitution will be available at Brown Institute
of the meeting. If vyou wish to see a copy beforehand,
Group’s address and

EE N
wk
ik
LT
Kk
Nk
ok
ok
E L
ikak
*ok
Ao
Lk
Hexk
Heoge
oo
E L
E L
Nk
Kk
¥k
Fook
*oa
sk
ek
e
T

include a sgself-addressed

A e el e e sk e et e e de e e e ok R e e deobe deateofe e sbe e e o o e et e ofs o o ok e e e deale e e e e e e e s ok ok sk ok ok ke ok s sk sk e e e
4‘*******#*********?#*ﬁﬁ*}****&*!*******$**********$********$*$********$$$$*

SUBGROUF MEETIRNGS

AISEMBLY LANGUAGE--Firet Tyesday of
month,  Brown Institute. Chair: Kerm
Steffenhagen.,

BUSINESS--At reguiar MSP %9 meeting

tor Sepiembber,. Prez.: Bob DeMars,

EDUCATION--nt monthiv
Chair: Pete Lawson.

MSF meetings,

INJESTMENT~-Second Thursday, 7 p.m.,
Brown institute. Chair: Dean
Sorencsen.

YOUTH  GROUP--At monthly MEP meetinas,
Pres.t Bcett Morgan,

COMPUTER. #4

Fond”

September Tralnlng Schedule.

TI-WRITER Beginner‘s Seminar %25 Sep 22
A three hour session showing the basics
of TI-WRITER and how to use it to write
letters, charts, tables, and praphics.

TI-WRITER Advanced Seminar $25 Oct 4
A three hour session showing the use of
printer features, BASIC, and Multiplan,
with TI-WRITER to get professional-like
resuits. Rol-0-Disk at a 40X savings.

BASIC Progranmlng Course $100 Sep 20
This course is for those who want to
learn how to program effectively, Six
3+ hour sessions, Includes course notes
and programming examples.

Classes are limited to 15 students. Make
reservations and obtain more information
br calling or writing. ..
. JIM KAVANAUGH, Senior Consultant
P.O. Box 13012, St. Paul, MN 55113 612/644-5940




We'll Meet or Beat any price

-------- That is not below our cost --------

Call us for all your Home Computer needs

t.l

i '- u amesE wmaEm !

LARGEST seLection ano BEST PRiCES
Speclallst ln

We ailso carry a complete line of 3rd party
‘Software, Hardware and Books
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THE FARMER‘S DILEMMA - PART 2 ~-.
by Jon Todd

Im last month’s newsletter we created a
simpie adventure game. This month we will
add ceveral new features,

The
commands
Alsg it
your
these
(RES
{1+

following program iines will add the

LOOK, LIBHT, and WAIT to the game.

is now possible (even likelwy) that

farmer will "die.” But before you type

new lines in, you must resequence

1006,1003 the program from last month.
rou don’t want to do all that ty¥ping,
the complete program is also avaiiable from
the Sof tware Committee.) Read the
directions at end oaf this article before
tvping.

The heart of an adventure game is the
“parser"” section, which divides the
commands you input inte a verb and noun, It
then compares the verb with the words it is
programmed to accept as valid commands. I+
vour verb doesn‘t match one of the valid
words, you are told that you can’t do that.
The parser checks nouns the same way,
usually with some condition testing to see
if the noun, if valid,

ra i

s program is a good examp?e
this condition testing.

First
compared

10448y the wverb <(Yi1%$) is
with the string “LIGHT." This
makes wus sKip this section if our command
was anrthing other than "LIGHT ...." Next
we see it the matches {(OB(S5)) are in our
possession (remember 9% is our personal
Tocation, the things we are carrying).
Lines 10602-10633 handle the lighting of a
match. Note in 10452 that we vuse
"SEG$(V2%,1,5)" instead of just V2%. This
alloews the program to go ahead whether we
typed MATCH or MATCHES. The wvariable M
(line 10654) represents the status of the
match, so M=1 if you‘ve 1it a match and M=0
when the match is out.

‘line

This
section
into the

variabie s wused in the next
{line 10636) to force the plaver

broper sequence of events. If the
match is not already lit, the plaver can‘t
light anything elge. Hopefully the program
is clear enough to be understood with a
little effort, The logical "ands" and "ors®
used throughout the program (zee line 3922
are probabiy the hardest parts to
understand,

10484,

is allowed to be:

204 LROURSE. . The: 4

writers will

Besides the new commands and ceveral new
objects in the program, we have a "special
effect” in the WATCH TICKING szection {lines
3947-39532)., The effect of this line is that
when vou are in a room adJacent te the
watch, wou hear ticking. Actual CALL SOUND
commands could be put in this section for a
real special effect, Also at different
points in the program, the screen color
could be chanped {for sunset, tw:light, and
night, for example).

As in most text adventure games, the
real work in writing the program i to
account for all possible conditions. The
condition testing accounts for most of the
program 1lines, The LIGHT section again is
an exampie of how all wvariables are
considered. Lines 104659, 10462, 10448,
and 10488 are uced to treat sperific
objects, and 18491 is a default, in case no
yalid object is named.

Adventure programming can be as involved
or simpie as you wish to maKe it, and the
world vou create will be correspondingly
complex. This program is by nou means
polished or complete, and in fact is quite
wasteful of memory. Serious adventure

.do.well to inuest in Extended
primarily for the Boolean logic and
multiple statement 1lines it allows. Use of
these two tools would make . this program
shorter by 350¥%; leaving room for many more
rooms, objects and conditions.

Basic,

INSTRUCTIONS FOR TYPING PROGRAM LINES:

1. Load the original wversion from last
month.
2. Check the 1iine numbers against the

newsletter version, They must be the same!

3. Tvpe "RES 1000,100", This has the effect
of multiplying alt old line numbers by 10,

4, Trvpe in the
below. Some of
existing tines.

lines of program printed
them make minor changes to

3, Save the new program separately {in case
of typing errore vou can start over if need
bel,

&, Tvpe RUN and good luck!

__')&.A‘
1+ wvou have probiems, please feel 4ree
to call me at 920-3243,



Expand your Texas Instruments
99/4A Home Computer...

Now get more out of your
TI Home Computer — for less.

N . We are pleased té announce a dramatic price reduction on a |
group of Peripheral Expansion System components designated

by Texas Instruments as PAP-4000, This package consists of

one each of the following: PHP-1200 Peripheral Expansion Box,

PHP-1240 Disk Controller Card, PHP-1250 Disk Drive (90K),
and PHP-1260 RAM Expansion Card (32K). With the purchase

‘g of each TI PAP-4000 system, you will also receive your choice

: of one of the following software packages at no extra cost:

y TILOGO1I, TI Writer, TI Multiplan, Qur special low price

for this package is $399,95, plus Minnesota State Sales Tax

i where applicable. Call Dick or Mary Nelson for further in-

f formation, This is a great buy, so order your PAP-4000 soon !

'CALCULATORS, INC. i

7409 FREMONT AVENUE SOUTH :
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55423
! (612) 866-8908




EXTENDED BASIC
by Bob DeMars

At the
presented an

Tast Business Group meeting we
overview of Extended BASIC
features. The following highlights of this
powerful language may be of interest to
anyone considering buying the module,

~~Quer 40 new or expanded commands,
statements, functions and subprograms.
~*Multiple-statement lines increase speed,
efficiency, and save memory.

“~“Exciting new graphics capabilities with
sprites and fast moving graphics.

~“~Added subprogram capability allows user
to store/access common routines on disk.

"“Ability to load or run one program from
another,
~*New’ features for controlling errors,

warnings and breakpoints.

*“Direct input and output screen control

with Display At and Accept At <(no more
scroifing up from bottom),

~““The Extended BASIC cartridge adds 34K of

RAM, ROM and GROM to your system.
""Automatlcally
Expansuon.

utilizes 32K Hemory

s pboofer.. 1oading snd punning Assesbly
Language programs or subroutines.

““Ability to define local variables,

~“*Merging ef programs and/or subroutines.

"Groat!y expanded if-then-else capability.

“~New program protection feature,

“~Power-on automatic program loading from

disk. -

“"Built-in speech capability.

“~6reatly improved editing features,

I+ you have
presentation or
Dick Clemetson
(544-4219),

any questions about the
the Business Group, call
(924-8083) or Bob DeMars

PARSEC TRICKS
from the Arizona 9% Users Group

To get your spacecraft to orbit around
the right side of the screen, hold down
the up arrow and the right arrow Keys at

the .same time.

To be able to fire your laser for a long
period of time without overheating, hold
down both fire buttons at the came time.
This will leave fire trails across the
screen. To make it easier, try tapping
one on the fire buttons down. . _~ .

LIVE AND LEARN
by Jim Kavanaugh

For months I have been saying that there
is no way to get the Prowriter to use
TI-WRITER’s Overstrike (3) and Underscore (&)
Format Commands. 1 thought that I had tried
every possible combination of DIP SWITCH
settings and printer names. ] hadn‘t! Ed Neu
stopped by my booth at the tast Users’ Groyp
Meeting and told me how to do it: DIP SWITCH
1 should have SW1-2 and SW!-7 closed and all
of the others opened. The name of the
printer is PIO.LF for the Formatter. Be sure
to thank Ed for this tip the next time you
see him.

These settings for DIP SWITCH 1 will
require the PIO printer name for BASIC and
Extended BASIC programs to get single line
spacing. The printer name PID.LF in a BASIC
or Extended BASIC program provides a carriage
return but not a Tine feed at the end of each
line. Therefore the lines of text will print
on top of one another uniess the printer is
explicitly sent a 1in€ feed (CHR${10)> or CRTL
J> at the end of each line. PIO.CR will

_print everything on the same line because the

Carriage Return character is suppresssed,
The BASIC program would have to supply both
the Carriage Return and the Line Feed
instructions to the printer
(CHR$(10)&CHR$(13> or CTRL J & CTRL M.} at
the end of each tine. This feature could be
useful when utilizing bit image graphics.

The Overstrike feature is very nice and
even enhances the Bold print. The Underscore
is quite sloppy. The Prowriter’s built in
Underline 4feature is much nicer. A few
exampies follow.

This Is an example of Overstrike.
This is an example of Overstrike WBold,
Ihis_is_an_gxanple.ni_Undens;nng.
This is an example of pative lUnderling.




NEWSLETTER QUESTIONNAIRE
(continued from page 13

surprised me was that 75 haue Minimemory

-- a truly underrated cartridge.

Table 2 shows the programming tevel what
the respondents pictked tc describe
themseives., HNearly &0% pegged themselves as
intermediate or advanced programmers! Al
use FBasicrsExtended BrRSIL &3 their primary
language. The rare birds who use a second
language preter Assembly. Oh  veah, ons
courageous person boldiy noted that he was
not interested in programming., That was
refreshing!

Nearly everybody reads the newsletter
reguliarly and says that its great, good,
excellent, attractively daanfinformatiue,
interesting, and wvery helptuli. A few don-t
read it and who cares what they zz»,

How, to deal with what these respondents
want to see in  the newsletters. Almost

gveryone wants to have articles with
program listings, Few of the regpondents
are fussy about the subject matter of the
programs. They simply want program
iietings. The moast common requests were for
games, Qames, education, games, household,

games, business, and games,

Most respondents wanted to see regular
coclumns  for  specific proegramming  levels.
See Table 3. It is interesting to note the
strong negative respoanse of 22¥. Normallw,
negative responses &n & guestionnaire are
made Ly not answering the question. It is
clear that reqular columns on programming
should bhe Kept in comtrol. The Kinds of
articles respondents want to cee are
technical articles giving programming fips
and ideas and bhardware reviews. Next caome
the program/module and  software/book
reviews along with the MEP 9% Calendar.
Then regular columne and want ads. Finallw,
way out in last place bareiy visible, are
member profiles,

The questionnaires

orovide  numernus
individual requests for topics. Some are
specific topics such  az "What acceszsories
are reguired to hook up  a printer?" andg

soee  are  more  general, like "What would !
get with specsal  eguipmentt"  Anybody
interested in writing an article can get
good ideze  +from  the oauestionnaires. They
Wil be kept available for operusal by
Marilvn McPartiin, ° The most popular

10

ta

articlies te date were my TI-WRITER Reuiew,
Program Tities Headings by Wavne Page, and
“Diick Irmif’s huymorous comments.”

TABLE 1., Special Equipment.

RESP
1TEM DESCRIPTION A
Disk Drive 44
Printer 33
Telephone Modem 19
Edi tor-Assembler 14
Extended BASIC a1
Speech Synthesizer &7
Expanded Memory _ 28
P-Code 3
Mini-Memory 23
Cassette Tape 14
TABLE 2. Programming Levels,
RESP
PROGRAMMING LEVEL Z
Beginner 37
Intermediate a9
Advanced 20
- Not Interested . e &
TABLE 3. Regular Columns for
Programming Levels.
RESP
PROGRAMMING LEVELS. %
Beginner 42
Intermediate 28
Advanced 8
Not Interested 22

FROM THE EDITOR :

0K, all wvou brilliant programmers ocut
there. I need somegne to tell me how 1
can change the number of characters per
iine when I want to LIST a program on my
printer +ar use in the newsletter, 1 Know
there must he a way to override the
computer or printer’s determination that
I must print the line length it’s chosen.
CHELPII!Y Call me at 636-3é43 if rou have
an answer. o

Marilyn McPartlin, Fditor




T199/3A

compatible D iSk Drives compatible

Qt’m&dtligh Disk Drive $275
S
l oK, LES. orve ¥ - - 3PE I
: (MR EXPANS 10 DRIV 5) 0o
e 41657
EXTERNA L.
Memorv Expansion Drive™ s

 INCLWDING POweR SupPly § CASE
Buy and Sell Used Equipment $call

i N DA Only -
PRICES INCI_UDE FREE SHOP INSTaSLL&TION

0 BV gy st SYSTEMS  %%% 0. csse.
612.920.9365 ||

SALES—SERVICE—-—INSTALLATlON

WHILE
\\ ‘/’ TI MODEM .................,89.95*’ -*-QJPP‘-Y
= “e RS-232 CaPdevrocsssns s g9.95*
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Four of
spftware
programs

August
the
contect

and Qqave

mesting was 3 great success,

five winners of our recent
demanstrated their
tips tc  the group.
Precenterc were: Dan Faust with °Math
Ruiz," Ann King with “Day of the Week,"
Robert Kemmetmueiler with “ET," and Tad
Allen with "Finance Decisions.” Thanke o
you ail tor sharing with us.

*%%The
program

tor Sood Kids
on August 14,

overpopular Software
officially terminated
Kids, you can tell your vparents that
Precident Diane Kavanaugh said that as of
that night vou no longer had to be gnnd.

ERRE turrent scftware order form s
included wifh thie newsletter. Flease use
it for vour next orders. Note change in
address and  new paostage and handling
charges of #1.00 for cazsettes and $1.25

for disks,

mornths ago the MSP %% Users
Group received a2 reguest from a vendor to
¢ell its membership 1ist for the purpose o+
sending ouwr advertisements. After asking
tor. feedback from the members regarding

#%%Several

this -issue, the Board has made -the decisiom®’ e

to cell’ the membership tist, For securits
in Keepinn the membere’ names and addresses
private, an officer of the MSF Users Groun
will harndle the total mailing of the
materiais., The maiting 1list will not, at
any time, be made available to anvone other

than an officer of the Users Group., I vou
would like to be excluded Ffrom such
mailings, please notify +the group in
writing and include a cop¥ of your
newsietter mailing label.
MSP 99 USERS GROUP
P.0. BOX 12351
SY. PAUL, MINNESOTA 53112
Address Correction Requested
CENT
aol
MONT

A HOME COMPUTER INTEREST GRO—UP -

WaT @absS

Hembers may place want ads, at no charge. by calling
Bonnie Burton at 431-4064 or by turming in written copy
of the ad at any MSP 99 meeting,

X-BASIC MODULE for sale -- new, %85, Call Tom Rosenterg ,
432-8301 evenings.

DISKS/TAPES ~- Top quality blank disks and Ampex jG-min,
tapes at users group rates. Box of 10, $20; single disk,
$3. Tapes: 18 for #5; 7% cents each, Tape boxes: 10 for
$1.50; 23 cents each, Mailing charge %1 or pick up at
neeting, Call Joei Gerdeen, 572-D148.

GET PUBLISHED -- Write an article for the group about a
Drogram, ways you Uuse your computer, or a module, Cali
Marilyn McPartlin, 434-3443, for info,

PRINTERS, PRINTERS, PRINTERS

The Busihess Group will be holding
their next meeting at Brown Institute
following the regular ™MSp 9% meeting.

W44 be GBS trating afE ardiwer ing’
questions on sceveral brands of pinters
which may be used with the TI-%9/44,

Evervone ic welcome to attend this
demonstration., I+ wou have & printer
and are willing to demonsirate it
andsor share what vou Know about it
with others, please let Dick Clemetsan
(¥Z24-B0OB3) or Bob DeMars {544-4219)
know betore the next meeting so we can

inciude vou in the agenda.

Bulk Rate,
.5, Postage
PRID
Permit #1285
Ninneapolis MN

RAL ALAEAMA 99/4 USERST GROUM

LARKWOOD DRIVE
GOMERY, AL Z&109




