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PRESIDENTS BIT

By Gary W. Cox

At the laat meeting attendance was quite low possibly dus to the
starsy weather that wa were having at the tine. However, I have
bean noticing that quite a few regular attendees are nisaing?! What
aver happened to some of the long time mesbera like Dicko
Vandenberg and Gerald Suith? In fact, the only original officers
of the group who 1s still & member 1as Howard Watson. Pleasze come, '
we need your support!

I decided at the last minute to have our group attend the Shows
Unlinited Coaputer Show at the Cook Convention Center. Turnout at
the show was low but several people d1d show interast in our
group. If anything we showed that the TI community 1s still alive
and well. However, due to the low attendance show sanagenent
expressed that ther« may not be any more fairs here in Nemphis
unt1l 1990. It would be nice Lf we could combine the MACC fair
and Show Unlimited falrs together??? Unfortunately we Just do not
have the volunteers and support necessary here to pull off a
really BIG event... WNeverthelesa [ would like to thank Hichael
Dorsan, Mac Swope, Jim Wilmont, Lynn Crow and BEd Walton for thelr
help at the failr?

We are still in need of volunteers to step in and take charge of
things tn the group. [ am doing the best I can but I am having a
lot of trouble just kaaping up with just the work essenttal to
group operation. Thus I would like to apeloglze 1f my responses
to letters etc. take some time...

1 would like to encourage everyone to call our BES! [t’s a great
place to comsunicate with other Ti'ers both local and who call |n
from out of state. Plus the downlead section s huge containing a
vast array of programs for the TI99/4a and Geneve 9640. Nany of
the programs which appear on the BBS take months to reach the
library and In fact some never make there. Call the BBS for the
latest and best in prograas and 1nformation! The BBS ia open 24hrs
a day at 300/1200/2400/9600 Chayes) baud. Hichael Dorman does a
lot of work to keep the aystea up and running as well as up to
date so please show your support by calling?! The number is
735-9980 (local call). Outside the Memphis calling area dial
(501) 735-9980.

Lynan Sampson of & local non-profit organization called Friends of
Young Flyers 1s looking for anyone to donate TI equipnent to thelr
organization. Their organization sduintisters educaticn
acholarships In the area of asrospace sclence, law, general
aviation and enginaering. Friands of Young Flyers is non—profit
corporation which ts four years old and 1a running on a very tight
budget thus the reason for asking for donatlions. One of the lteas
that they really need is an expanatlon syatem In order to use their
TI99/4a to asaiat them in their needa. The organization has a 501
C3 educational status thus donators can recailve a tax credit. °f
anyone gut thare has any equipment that they can donate please

3




contact Lynn at {9013 781-3184.

In closing 1 would like to welcome a2 new coversess user group to
our nevsletter exchange list. They are the TISHUG Users Group of
Redfern, N.S.W, QAustralia, they have a great newslatter!

C ya at the meeting...

LIBRARY BIT

By David Ferguson

The disk library has now been updated as of June 3rd and you can
find the new library list in the newsletter dawnload sectlon of
the BBS (liat will siso be avallable at the meating, and is
available by request from the librarian...). The filanama on the
BBS for the f1le 1s LIB_8906 and 1a in archtived format (you must
unarchive 1t to view 1t).

I’ve added about forty new disks and the library now totals 262
disks of programes which are avallable to members. There ts sti1ll
more to come as time sllows. The library is divided into 9
zeparate sections, an 1ntroduction snd B saparate categorlies for
the convenience of the librarian (me) to ease the job of updating.
Corders froms the old li=ting will st1ll be accepted) The 8
separate categoriens are as follows:

1000 - 1999 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAHS
2000 -~ 2999 ENTERTAINMENT AND GAMES
3000 - 3999 GRAPHICS AND DEMOS

4000 - 4999 NUSIC AND SONGS

S000 - 5999 PROGRAMMING LANGUAGES
7000 - 7999 UTILITY PROGRAMS

8000 - 8999 MISCELLANEOUS PROGRAMS

If you downlosd the file off of the club BBS an introduction file
called LIBRARY_IF 1s included which will print the entire liazt
from the TI-Writer text formatter program. It prints just fine to
an SG-10 printer (mine} in condensed print, with B lines per inch.
I did this to save the group postage for malling the list and to
save msysalf paper on printing coples. If anyone has any trouble
printing the list., you might want to check the transliteration
‘codes st the begining of the include file. They may not work with
your configuration.

EDITORS HOTE: Hew lower prilces are also in effect for library
useage. Coasts for ordering disks by mall are %2 for the first
disk and $1 for each additional dim=k per order. Please try to
limit your orders to around 5 disks per month to help the workload
on the librartian. At mneetlings coples of disks are FREE if we use
your disk or $1 If we use our disk. Notas that you must be a pald
meanber to use the library.

IN THE NEWS

By Gary W. Cox

Having trouble with your new Star NX-1000 printer? It appears that’
the later versions of the HX-1000 are not compatible with the
TI99/4a due to a problem 1n an EPKOM chip located i1n the printer.
AMlthough the self test works fine and the printer appsara to
operate with other computeras nothing 1a printed from the TI99/4a.
The problem seems to be in just certain versions of the printers’
EPROM. One version that I have found to be bad |s version 1.5
while my NX-1000 has a version 1.J1 and works fine. The version
nuaber is printed whan the self teat ts preforsed and iz alseo
written on the EPROM itseli which 1a located next to the dip
awitcheés under the cover. From what I have bean able to deternine
Star is providing FREE of charge an updated EPROM to correct thia
problem. Locally repair for Star printers may be obtained from
the Natlonal Repeir Centar located cn Winchaster road. Their
phone number 1s (90!) 366-6207. Many other repair centers are
avallable naticnwide. Otherwise you must call Star Technical
Support at 1-900- 860-9104. The charge for calling this number is
32 for the first minute and $1 for each additional minute. In ny
opinion this 15 quite stesp, eapeclally for a problea Star 13
responaible for. However, in calling their 800 sumber
(BOO-537-8270) I was told that the 800 number 1s for authorized
sarvice centars only. Thelr old technical number 1s disconnected
and tn calling their general information numbar (714-768- 7203) |
was told that I must call the 900 nuaber 1f [ want service!

In response to my article in ocur April newsletter about Tenax,
Roger Dooley President of Tenex writes to owur group!

Recently, there have been rumors that Tenex is leaving the
Texas Instruments market. These are not correct.

In fact, the sole action that we have taken is to sliminate
a portion of our Tl products which were characterized by one
of two conditicns:

1. low demand from T! owners.
2. higher than average return rates.

Many of the products dropped dated back 5 Years or sore, and
ware siaply no longer in demand.

We Llntend to centinue stockling Texas I[nstrusents merchandlse
as long as there 13 a markat Ffor tt.

The greatest dingar to the preservation of the market, we
feel, 13 thet there 13 currently a very limited number of
developers worklng on TI99/4a products. All software and
hardware marketa are driven by product introductions and
upgrades of existing products; tha fact that so little new
commerclal software and hardware are being Introduced not
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only makes life sore chillenging for firms like ours, but
alwo encourages users to change to machines with more
development activity.

We appreciate your intereat and concern. We lock forward to
serving you in the future.

The letter is signed Roger B. Dooley Premident of Tenex. Thanks
Roger for the letter, we are all glad you are sticking with the
TI99/ 4a!

.

The following edited from the May 1989 Micropendius Hagazine.

A database of users groupa from around the world has been compiled
by Andi Wise, newsletter editor for the Bugsne, Oregon, TI99/4a
Users Group- It is compiled in Mark Back®s Creative Filing Systea
data manager and i1s avallable for a $5 fee that goes to support
the club, from the Eugens TI%9/4a Users Group, P.0. Box 11313,
Eugene, OR 97440.

Aagard Software recently introduced three new products to the TI
marketplace. They are Page Pro 99, a page-making program, Page
Pro Pics, & meries of companion disks for Page Pro 99, and Husic
Pro, a music-cosporing program. Page Pro 99 from Ed Johnson, was
developed over & 2 year pertod, sccording to Asgard Software.
Coupatible with the TI99/4a and the Geneve, the pregram 1a
designed to craate letterheads, signe, charts, maps. graphs,
business forus, short documents and newsletters. The program
operates in a WYSIWIG (what- you-see-1s—what-you-get) mode. The
printed page will look exactly like what i3 on the screen.
W¥rittan In assembly languags, Page Pro 99 sells for $24.95.
Requirements are 32K, XB and a disk system. The program alse
operates on the Geneve 9640.

As for Page Pro Plcs, 1t 1s 2 set of flve companion packages to
Page Pro 99. [t includes hurdreds of large and detatled picturaes
for use with Page Pro 99. The five volumes and thelir contents are
Yolume | Caniwals), VYolume 2 (Holidays), Volume 3 (Computer),
Volume 4 (Home/Miac) and Volume 5 (peopla). Each volume salls for
$6.95 and require Page Pro 99.

Music Pro is a project of David Caron, Luciles Dorats, and the
Ottawa TI99/4a Users Group. The program 1is described as a “word
processor for susic' or a MUSICal PROcessor. Music Pro has a full
featured editor that allows the user to create music by typing
notes on a staff. The cursor 18 used to delete or lnsert notes
‘and phrazes and transform blocks of muslc to different durations
or frequencias. HNusic Pro automatically takes care of different
voices with different durations playing stmultaneously. Husic Pro
can save the music scores and even print them 1n sheet music form
on an Epzon compatible printer. Sample songs are included with
Husic Pro as wall as a detatled manual, keyboard cverlay strip and
keyboard note wap. The program requires 32K, XB and a disk
system. (The HUSIC PRO 1m not compatible with the Geneve). The
price 1s $17.355.

For wmore Information on the above Azgard Software products or to
order write Asgard Software, P.0. Box 10306, Rockviile, MD 20850

or call (703) 255-30805. Add 75 cents shipping for within the U.5.
and 33 Airmail elsewhere.

HcCann Software of P.0O. Box 34160, Omaha, NE 68134,
varalon of TI-FORTH for the Geneve uners for $15.
diskatte with TI-FORTH for H-DOS,

1s offering a
Included 1s a
source code and documentation.

A window oriented program simllar to GEOS on the Commodore 64 hass
recently bean released for the TI99/4a. Written by Joe Ross, the
program uses lcons and a series of windows to perform a variety of
functions, ranging from disk management operations to loading and
running prograss. Called cSHELL99, it 13 written in Clint
Pulley"s c99 and assembly. All assembly language routines are
placed within “¢* structure, and some of the routines include

source code so that users may take advantsge of and expand the
basic systam.

One of the program’a apparent strengths is that users mnay use the
progran’s loaders to executa "c" and asseably language programs
and return to the DOS like shell environment when finished. The
program requires an expanslon system with 32K and disk drive. &
Joystick to control curser sovementi and printer are optional.
Included with the program 1s a comprehensive manual that describes
the prograns feature» as well as the use of loaders, "c¢" referernce
stack, REF/DEF table, systes functlons and globals availible to
the user. The author says that “interfacing with the cSHELL99
shell 18 rather easy process for both experienced and be ing
beginning "c' prograsmers. Alsc included with ths package i’ a
«99 sound library, slmllar to the BASIC CALL SCUND command, the
source code o a ¢99 graphics library, a c¢99 apeech library and a
vartety of modules that demonstrate the ability of c99 to movae
between text, graphics and bitmap sode. It 1s not nacessary to
have a copy of c99 though te run <SHELL99. (c99 is avallable froa
Clint Pulley, 38 Townsend Ave., Burlington, Ontarlo. Canada L7T
1¥6, write to hia for pricing and include a SASE). cSHELL9S sells
for $30 and 18 available from Joe Ross, 119 Knollwoed Terrace,
Clifton, New Jersey 07012.




The Page-Making
Software for
your TI-99/4A or

Page
P r O 9 9 Myarc Geneve 9640

B Page Pro 99 is a remarkable program that does cne thing aad one thin very well - it lets you
compase a 66 Hne page full of text, graphics and lines quickly and easily. There are no formatters,
no cryptic commands or functions - just a “what-you-is-what-you-get” screen, and the ability o
paste in pictures and type text.

W Page Pro 99 will allow you to put up to 28 pictures of any size or shape anywhere on the screen.
It will let you type text in & complete large font and a small font of your choice (both with full
upper and lower case, along with numbers and symbols), and draw lines anywhere you need them.
You can easily creste forms, advertisements, flyers, maps, graphs and charts, and even labels, cer-
tificates, signs, reports and newsletters, After you've created your page, you can print it sut on
youla; Epson or compatible printer in any of three densities, from “rough draft” up to reproduction-
quality.

B Page Pro 99 has many features to make producing your page as painless as possible. You can lit-
erally type in any direction (up, down, left or right), you have a host of text editing functions
(Insert/delete characters and lines), you can window around the page with ease using the standard
TI-Writer keys, you can load in pictures and get rid of them at your option, you can read in a text
file':;l and paste it on the page, save a Page-Pro page as a text file, load in new fonls or line patterns,
and more.

B Page Pro 99 also comes with a collection of artwark and fonts, as well as utilities to convert TI-
Artlst fonts and instances into Page Pro 99 format, as well as make 2 column justified text for use
in Page Pro 99 from your TI-Writer files.

B We doa't call Page Pro 99 a “desktop publishing program®, but it lets you do more, more easily
than many programs that claim to be. Page Pro 95 is so capable we did the manual entirely with the
program, TI-Writer and standard TI-Artist fonts and instances,

'8 Page Pro 99 requires 32K, disk and the Extended BASIC, TI-Writer or the Editor/Assembler

module, and an Epson or compatible printer (Star, Panasonic, elc.). Some utilities require Extended
BASIC. Complete documentation included

$24.95 &

Canadian puchasers
please add $.50 more

Asgard Software

$ 7 5 S & H Burope/ Aseerata/ P.O. Box 10306
. Air Mail Delivery Rockville, MD 20850
Visa and Mastercard Accepted (703)255-3085

| >
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FOUR-A/TALK

Random ramblings about thinga TI.

By Bill Gaskill - June 1989

AAARRRGGGHHH! 1 ¢

Once again | coms to you on banded knees, begging your forgiveness
for not keeping my promise (sort of) on the Gantal Travaler
Diskazines, and borrowing a title for this edition of Four-A/Talk
from bast friend Steve Mehr to express wy frustration at having to
admnit the error of my ways once mora. When I “really” got tinto
the GT diasks [ discovered so much wonderful saterial that |
realized each disk could easily fill an entire Fcour-A/Talk
article, which would leave room for nothing elsa. Since your
newvzletter editor likes to spice up each edition with a variaty of
articlas, by differant authors, they would have had to cut the
Four-A/Talk information down to a portion of what i1t should be.
So, I have declded to do the GT reviews ss separste articles. I[Ff
roon permita, you will find my overview of GT Volume ! numbers |
and 2 in this newsletter. 1If not, perhapa 1t wilil appear 1n a
future editton.

WHAT*S HOT:

= TI-SORT from Inacebot Inc., Art Green’s TI-Writer (re-write)
V4.3 (no 1t's not a typo, V.2 was covered last month), Jis
Peterson’s Public Domain Catalog, TimelLine99, Marty Kroll‘s CATLIB
¥1.5 and CATCOM companton to CATLIB, Handy Moore’s Sactor Editor
for hard or floppy disks and Page Pro 99 from Amgard.

DISCOYERIES!

~The wizards from Florida, Inscebot Inc., namely Dennis and Chris
Faherty, have done it agsain! They have created an asseably
language smort program that ls without equal 1n the T} Community.
The version that 1 beta-tested sorts TI-Base Files, fixed length
filea froa any program, delimited files from any program and data
flles created from Baslc Cand Xbasic) prograas.

I was purposely glven the flle withocut any documentation and sti!ll
managed to figure the program out in lesa than five minutes. [t
uses wany of the familar TI-Base interface routines, so it waan't
too difficult. A nice touch.

From vhat 1 can tell, TI-SORT 1s limited to 99,999 racords in a
file. Mo, that is not a typo. TI-SORT can order a data base that
13 one record short of ona hundred thousand records. [t uses a
disk—caching method to asort large files, where blocka of data 1in
180 record increwents are sorted {vhich takes 3-5 seconds per
block!) and then a temporary file !z written to disk for aach
block of data. When all records have been gorted the tesporary
flles are used to reference the correct order of the records for
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the write to disk of the sorted fila. This does nake the program
disk intensive, but 99,999 on 24K of RAH? Come on! [’'m not going
to cosplain, are you?

1 peariormed a few banchmarks to give you an idea of the speed of
the program. 1 sorted s 299G (999 sactor) record fi1le on my hard
disk by a single field Cyou can sort by up to 8 fleldw). It tock
13:49. The actual sorting of data toock about 6:23. The rematining
time was consumed in writing the sorted file back to disk. That
uight seam like a lot of time, but 3000 records 1= a pretty hefty
data base by 99/4A standards.

I ther took a TI-Base file that was 8060 records long (260 sectora)
and sorted 1t on s floppy disk. It took 13:03 to get the job
done. The exact same flle sorted by the exact sane fleld on nay
hard disk took 3:103. So as you can sse, the type of disk drive
you use makes a gubstantial difference in sort speed. Using the
hard disk saved & full ten sinutes. A ram diszk would be slightly
faster than the hard drive.

TI-SORT works off of a floppy, ram disk or hard drive. As ¥You can
zae from the benchmarks, 1t alac sorts data that resides on any of
the same wmedia. The commercial relsase of TI-SORT 1s scheduled
for the end of June. The price tag will be 314.95 plus $2.50 to
cover shipping and handling. If you are interested in this Jewel
of a utility, write toi

Inscebot Ine.
Box 291610

Port Orange, F1.
j2029

You may also call them at 904-767-3922.

—Art Green’s Macro Assembler is now in Version 7, with continued
perforsance tsprovements. The TI-99/4AN Object Code Linker 18 now
in Version 3.

=Dick Aitman’s Failrware List, now managed by Steve Mehr, hasn't
been updated since 1987. Steve iz in need of soms honest help
from us in bringing the list up to snuff. If you have a program
that you would 1ike on the 1list, or 1If you know (from your own
axpertsnce) that a particular plece of moftware that used to be
fatrware, 1s no longer felrware, or 1f you know that a falrware
author’s address has changed, PLEASE contact Steve with the
information. The address again is;

Steve Mehr :
633 Hollyburne Lane
Thousand Oaks, Ca. 91360

As an aside, you might be Interested in knowing that [ have put a
little plzzazz Into the Fairware List’s organization. If Steve
decider to go with 1t, folks who send for it may get the verstion
that provides a wenu of cholces to browse through the list with,
rather that the three Ti-Writer files of the past.
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NEWS:

-FEST-WEST 90 will be held in Tucson, Arizona February 17th-18th,
9an-5Spm and Yam-3pa reaspectively. The Paya Inn on Broadway in
downtown Tucmon has been chosen as the atte. More on thts In
future columns. Thanks SouthWest Yoerat it

-Art Green has released version 4.3 of his marvelous TI-Writer
¢lone. The upgrade Fixes a swall bug in the indent routine that
exlsts in V4.2 whare you would save a file and the nargins were
not recalled when the fille was releaed.

~Inscebot’a Dennis Faherty has begun work on a "fully'" hard dtsk
compatible version of TI-Base. He hopes to have It aut by
nid-summer or earlier If all goes well. Alsc in the works 1» a
stand-alone report generator for TI-Base. PFor those who have
wondered, ameng the other features planned for TI-Base V3.0 are a
repeat key to speed up data entry and to save you from having to
type in a coamand each time you want to perform a similar function
fros the dot prompt, and a new directive that will support string
searches anyvhesre within a string.

~Inscebot’s Chris Faherty 1a hard st work on TI-Artiat Plust,
reportad to be “much more' than just an upgrade to Tl-Artist. No
release date announced yet. Inscebot’s address;

~I*ve also heard that Hartin Smolley of the NorthCoast 99era has
coad up with sone neat TI-Base routines to print graphic labels by
manipulating the codes in the PRINTER driver file. What an
innovative uzer he 1. 1'1l bet he could write a book on all of
the things that can make TI-Base do, 1f he could just find the
time to write 1t.

—Azsesbly language wizard Marty Kroll is considering a hard disk
verston of his CATLIB disk library utility. More on this In a
future Four-A/Talk hopefully.

-1 Jjust received a copy of Page Pro 99 froa Asgard and will
feature 1t in the next Four-A/Talk, or perhaps HICROpendium 1f
John and Laura are interested. [ can tell you already, from about
30 minutes of using it, that it 1s FUN!'!! The program 1s deatined
to be a hit in the T! Community, guaranteed. The price 13 $24.95
plus $.75 shipping and handling. If You are Interested, Asgard
may be contacted at;

Asgard Software
Box 10306
Rochkville, Md.
20850

HARD DISK USER TIPS:

-Huch to wy delight, I have discovered that Myarc’s MDM5, Vi.28,
the disk manager for my 20mb hard driva, may be accesased fros
FunnelWeb V4.10 that is being run off of the Horizon Ram Disk.
Probably because of the way | have tha HFDC configured ([ use it
oenly for the hard disk), I slwayas had a problem gatting NDHS to
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perfore properly when booted from the E/AS loader In JJ"s Nenu on
ay Horizon Ram Diwk.. The program would load, but dlsk management
functions would not work correctly. To get HDH5 to work properly
I had to Lnsert the Editor/Assembler module in my conscle and load
MDM5 from it, after shutting the auto-boot feature of J3's Henu
off. MHow, I just ioad FunnalWeb, access the E/A loaders, select
loadar three (3) and type in the correct directory and file name
CWDS1.UTIL.HDES 1n may case). Program performance ts flawless and
the access to 1t is ran/hard disk fast. [ believe that [ would
never have truly been able to equate power computing with the
99/4M had I not purchased Hysrc’a HFDC and a hard disk. What a
marvelous addition to my hardware!

THIS MONTH IN Ti-99/4A HISTORY:
1979

The TI1-99/4 1s unveiled but doesn’t actually make it to market
unttl esarly 1980 because of pre-producticen bugs that couldn’t be
worked cut in time for the Christaas aseason.

~The naw computer has a chiclet style kayboard and no lower casa
letter set, and 1t is supported by a line of stand alone
peripharal devicas that have to be ''chained” together.

19811

The T1-99/4A |s unveliled at the Suwner Consumar Electronics Show
in Chicage. It has a suggested rataill price of 3525 for Just the
console.

~Additional releases at the 81 Sunmser CES were TI LOGO, TEXNET,
TEIl, the Scott, Foresman ALIDITION snd SUBTRACTION I modulex and
the EDPITOR/ASSEMBLER package.

-An external keyboard interface for the T1-99/4 12 designed, and
the plans introduced to the public by Hike Kovacich in May of
1981, only weeks before T! introduces the 4A with 1ts improved
keyboard.

~Denall Data, Oklahoma City, Oklahoss introduces a joystick
adapter so that Atari joysticks can be used on the TI-99/4 Honme
Comnputer.

1982

Tl tssues a full page ad In the Summer Consumer Electronlcs Show
"trade papar warning third-party software developers of possible
legal action 1f they produce "unlicensed" software for the 99/4A.

-TI UK announces that the PE box 1s to be avatlable in England by
August.

1983:

Plans to Introduce the TI-99/8 (the 64K upgrade computer for 95/4A
owners) are shelved indefinitely. The belge colored, plastic
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cased version of the 99/4A, with the new GROM, is released.

-Jim Peterson, 156 Collingvood Avenue Columbus, Ohlo 43213, 1ssues
“Tipa From TigerCub" #1.

=Proatick Il joyztick relessed.
1984:

Hyarc releasea HPES expansion system with DS/DD disk controller
card.

-Sun¥are, a Lubbock, Texas firm, cffers cartridgs making service
to programmers of 9974k applicaticns.

=T1 establishes BOO-TI-CARES phone.

~Aasenbly language DEBUGGER prograu 1s released to the public
domain.

—~HOMEWORK HELPER releanmed by Navarone.

-Phil Barnes releassa 99CALC, the first XB spreadsheest avatlabls
for the TI-99. The progras 1s advertised in the June lssue of
Computers and Electronics, on page 117.

~"32 Basic Programs for the TI-99/4A" book by Dilfithium Presa
debuts.

-“The TI-99/4A Idea Book' book by David Ahl debuts in Creative
Comput ing.

1985:

Great Lakea Software, Howell, Michigan announce the release of
JOYPAINT 99, a graphics drawlng program to compete with TI-ARTIST
and the Auatralian produced GRAPHX.

~Nutmeg 99ers in Waterbury., Connecticut are formed with David
Gallegher as the person to contact for meabership.

-Harold Simmons, 96818-49th Avenue, in College Park, Md.
20740-1432, starts an all TI-99/4A museun.

-Millers Graphics releases EXPLORER.

—~Navarone Industries releases Console Writer word processor in a
nodule.

-Mark Susner, CSI Design Group, who 1a later to bscome the First
T199/4A Syasop on GEnle, releases “WINDOWS" for the TI Home
Computer. The program is actuwally wrltten by Ken Dibble.

1986

Crailg Miller sells the rights to The Smart Progranmer to Richard
Nitchall, Super 99 Monthly publisher. Tha two Journals are merged
under one nase, The Smart Prograammer, which will be publinhed from
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Sulphur, Louisiana.

-Tenex Computer Express begins offering MS-DOS and Apple clone
computers in their TI-99/4A catalog.

1987:

Hyarc receives an award fros the Front Range 9%er Computer Club of
Colorade ln appreciation for its support of the TI- 99/4A computer
community.

-Ryte Data’s R/D Computing publishes a 64K memory map modiflcation
pro ject.

-Ryte Data announces that 1t has a poor subscriber base for the
R/D Newsletter, and that operations will cease If more Interest ias
not generated.

-Honty Schaidt releases GPL ansembler / linker for the 99/4A.

1988:

DataBiotics announces that the:long-awaited GRAND RAN card for the
PE Box will ship im July.

-Pilgria’s Pride, = long-tize supplier and =supporter of 99/4A
products, closes 1ts Hatboro, Pennsylvania retall store.
Mall-ocrder business i3 retai!nad.

TRIVIA:
Did you know that;

-1t 12 the “A" 1n the THNS9918A Videc Diszplay Processor chip that
gave the 99/4hk 1ts name. The 99/4's scraen controller chip is the
THS9918. Both are 40 pin silicon chips but the THS9918A chip has
a blt map moda that the THS9918 does not.

~The T1-99/B came with Exteaded Basic and Pancal in ROM chips like
the 42 has TI Basic.

-In July of 1981 TI Engineer Richard Tarrant submitted plans for
the TI-99/7? The 99/7 waa an upgrade plan to the 39/4 that
provided software compatiblility with the 99/4 but had 512 bytes of
ascratchpad workspace instead of the 256 bytes found on the 99/4,
90K of internal GROM instead of the 18K found on the 99/4, a 58
key keyboard with 4 rocker switches, Instead of the 99/4’'s 40 key
keyboard, bi-directicnal cassmette interfacing, designed | assume
to allow any cassette recorder to be used with the 99/7 |natead of
the limited number of recorders the 99/4 supported, 64K of
a)xpantion memory, support foer an 80-column printer rather than the
32 column thermal printer that was the standard for the 99/4 and a
disk controller that would handle 3 SS/SD or DS/SD diskettes. A
new 300 baud modem was also planned that would support
originate/answer capablilities rather than the originate only
capabilities of the existing modem available for the 99/4. The
99/7 alzo featured a Pascal Interpreter built 1n, the sase consale
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Basic as the 99/4, a cooling fan with systea shut-down
capsbilities in ovarheat situatiors, a keyboard with 55 keys 1n a
row/coluan matrix, a Fctn key, a Ctrl key, four function rocker
switches and an LED indicator for modenm carrler detect and
software monitoring. One of the four rocker switches provided
hardware selectable originate or answer status far the zodem. I
am unable to determine what the other three were designed for.

~HG* s ADVANCED DIAGHOSTICS, written by Steve Mildon. was
ortginally called MEMORY and DISK DIAGNOSTICS?

-Cratg Hiller was 1nvolved in a project 1n 1984 to create a SCI
TECH Ram disk for the 99/4A that nsver cane to fruitton? The
product waa to have besan avatlable in 248, 504, 760 and 1016
sector models. 1t was also slated to have a 32K add-on feature
that would allow for expansion nenory directly on the ram disk
instead of having ta use the TI 32X card. Nention of it 13 made
in HINI-MAG 99, along with Renoir and =ome other projects that
HINI-HAG editor Leslyn Tepper was made privy to through har
assoclation with Jerry Price of TEX-CONP and and Bill Mosmeid of
Hodel Master:.

-Bill Moseid’'s MINI-WRITER word processor for the Hini-Wemory
zodule, later marketsd heavily by TEX-CONFP as part of an AXIOM
GP-100T! printer and MINI-WRITER word processaing package, was
originally =lated to be picked up and produced by TI as a licensed
word processing program for the 99/4A. The 'B3 ballout quashed
the plans aprarently.

~The famous Ashton-Tate firs that markets dBase for IBM and
compatibles never had an Ashton? The firm was started by Larry
Tate after ha purchased the rights to market Wayne Ratliff’s data
base program. Larry gave 1t the name dBase, not Wayne. Tate has
since diad and the firs now is a carporation, but there never was
anyone named Ashton. Mr. Tate just thought that the name had a
certsin ring to 1t.

S>TARLINK

By Gary W. Cox

The following Information was obtained froa the Dallas 99

Interface newsletter, a representative at Starlink and from the
Galaxy BBS.

An alternative to PC-Pursuit! Starlink Communications, a divisloen
of GTC, Incorporated of Virginla Beach, VA recently announced a
new asynchronous ocutdial service aimed at the personal computer
owner who uses his computer for lelsure time communicatlons with
computer Bulletin Board Systeas (BBS’s3).
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Starlink utilizes the Tymnet international packet switching
netwerk. This service is said to offer cleanar cosmunications
through the Tymnet network as well as more compstitive pricing
than the competition as well as offer three times more cities
which can be accesssd through the network. Owvar 150 cities are
accessible through the network and the network iz accessible
through more than 800 Tymnet local accesz numbers, After
establishing an account with Starlink a user can have his cosputer
call hi1s local Tymnet access number and enter hias access numbar,
Starlink account number, password, and the appropriate city that
.he wishes to inttlate calls from. He 1s then connected to a modenm
in that city and can dlal local numbers (dsta communicattons only)
az 1f he were located there in that city.

There 13 a one time signup fee of $25, a monthly account
maintenance fee of $10 and a $1.50 per hour charge for connect
time. There 18 no minimum usage charge and a user may use as such
or as little tima per month as desired at the $1.50 rate,
according to the inforsatien which I have obtained. Rates are
slightly higher for Hawall, Alasks and Canada.

GTC also operates the Galaxy Information Network, a nationally
accessible BPBS reachable through Starlink. Thia BBS offeras up to

the minute national, international, sports and entertainment news, .
a large file library., active measage basen, games, sultli-user
teleconferencing and UP1l newsa.

The Galaxy Information Network cheirges $2.00 per hour connect
time. When the Starlink charges are added, the total charge far
using Galaxy 1a 3$3.50 per hour. However, the nessagebase and
"chat" areas are accesatble with just the $1.50 Starlink access
charge. Note that all rates quoted are NON-PRIMETIME (after
7:00pm) as daytime accesg is much more expensive!

Starlink’s method of payment 18 by credit card or checkfree direct
bank account debit. Users may sign up or obtain information about
the service by calling (800> 321—0156 C(VOICE only!) or by VIA
computer at (804) 495-4636.

Further informatlon on charges are as follows downloaded from the
Galaxy BBS.

STARLINK CHARGES
REGISTRATION
STARLINK ragistration is a one-time non-refundable fee of $25.00.

USAGE

All STARLINK accounts are charged a monthly $%$10.00 service fee.
Bsers In the Continental US are charged $%1.50/hr and NO KCHAR fee.
STARLINK Hawal! accounts are charged $1.50/hr and $.02/Kchar.
STARLINK Alaska accounts are charged $2.50/hr and $.05.Kchar.
STARLINK Canada accounts are charged $3.00/hr and %.02/Kchar.
These charges are for usage from 7ps ~ 6am Honday - Friday, all
day Saturday , Sunday, and major US holldays based on your local
access time zone. Charges for prime time are 3$20.00/hr and
$.10/€char.

16

OTHER FEES

Change of Password, ID, or Username:
DPatailled Billing @ $5.00
Dishonored Checking Debit or CreditCard Charge: $20.00

$20.00

TELCO CHARGES, 1F ANY, WILL BE ADDED TC YOUR BILL. PLEASE CONTACT
THE TELCO OPERATOR OF THE OUTDIAL CITY IN QUESTION FOR ASSISTANCE.

I haven’t used this aervice yet but 1t acunds like a good deal.
Note that Memphis can be dialed into from the service thua BBS
traffic may pick up here from many long distance callers!

GENIAL TRAVELER

Yolume 1 Numbers | and 2

Overvieu by Bill Gaskill

The 1dea of a diskazine or magazine on disk is not a new one and
1t didn't start with the Gentsl Traveler issues. Apple owners had
the heralded HICROzine product 2-3 years before the GT 1ssueas sver
came to life. Nonethalessz, Barry Traver can certainly be credtted
with bringtng the concept to the 4A coamunlty, and with satyle.

Geninl Traveler firat appearad on.the scene in September of 1985
with advance notice to the TI Community being published in a
variaty of locationa including MICROpendium, Tiger Cub Software
flyers and more. Currently, there are nine Genlal Traveler
flipplen avatlable, at a cost of $36 per year. I[If you are not a
GT subscriber, you REALLY should be. Sone of the best information
and public domaln or failrware programa appear firat in Genial
Travelar. Contact;

GENIAL COMPUTERWARE

835 Green Valley Drive
Philadeliphia, Pa. 19128
215-483-1379

After wrestling with a variety of ways to prement the informatlon,
{ have decided to do a disk at a time, with comsentary on each of
the files or programe contained on the disk beting discuased. I
hope that you find the Informatlion of use. Perhaps you will
discovar somsthing truly useful that you didn’t realize even
existed, I did.

TRAVELERIl-side one of the GT Volume 1 Number 1 flippy diskette.

2FONTS/S1
2FONTS/S52

~assesbly language scurce code files for ZFONTS/0
program found on back side of GT Volume 1 diskette.
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ARTICLES
ARTICLES/O

ARTSTGRPHX

DOUBLETEXT

DSRLNK/S

FRIEND

GENIAL

GOOD/GUYS

LOAD

MENY

RAW/S

RS232/AL

RS232/TXT1

v o ok 2

—an XB progras that loads the ARTICLES/0 file below,
and then reada the IV/80 file called KENU which
contains the ttema listed on =screaen for you to
sslect from. The ARTICLES program is a neat
exanple of how extended bastc and assembly langudge
can be used together. There are CALL LOADS to
change from the 28 column graphics sode to the 40
column text mode, display text in 40 column modae,
routines that show how arrays created in extendad
basic can pass or retrieve data froa assenbly and
more.

-—article by Ron Albright on the plusses and minusas
of TI-Artist and Graphx and how each can be used 1n
conjunction with the other to benefit the user. A
nice idea I suppose, but how many users own both
prograne?

—article by Tom Freeman on how to print taxt filas
in double column.

—the source code for s Device Service Routine link
for extended basic. This meanathat an extended
basic program can gailn access to the device polling
routine tnside the computer that controls
input/output devices such as the RS232, your disk
drives and the like. The flle 13 the work of Texas
Instruments and John Clulow,

—a short note from Barry Traver asking subscribers
not to pirate the GT disks for friends.

~a text flle authored by Barry Traver explaining the
name GENIAL for the GT diskazines.

—a list of popular TI vendors including Barry’s
favorite Pilgrim’s Pride, which has since closed
tta store front cperatton and gone to mall order
only.

~XB loader that boots the WELCOME/O file and then
the ARTICLES/0Q file for menu display.

—the menu system for accems to the programs and
flles on side 1 of the diask. I puts the screen In
40 column Ctext) mode and also contains a new
CALL LOAD that emulates ths NEW command.

~source code for Barry Travers Read And Write A/L
utility.

—source code flle for the tutortals found in
RS232/TXTLl and RS232/TXT2. Authored by Mack
McCormick, former technical editor for
MICROpendium.

—asgsembly language tutortal explaining how to
by-pass the R3232 RON by programming at the chip
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RS232/TXT2
SIDEVYSTXT

TIMESAVING

WELCOME/O

WELCOHE/S

XBALT/DIR

TRAVELER12
2DRIVECOPY

2FONTS/0

2FONTSDEHO

CATALCG

CHAR/CQ

CHARDEMO

level.
~part 2 of above tutorial.

~documentation for SIDEWYS/CH and SIDEWYS/SC flles
on flip side of GT disk. Authored by Tom Freenman.

~tips for saving money when using CompuServe.

“uncoapressed object code file that is booted by the
LOAD program on the GT disk. Displays the smiley
faces and erases them when sprite collision
occurs.

—aource code for the WELCOME/O file above that
explalna tts origin in Peter Lottrup’s Hint-Mam
asseably book. It 13 the file used to set up the
LOAD screen that erases the smlley faces. Good
assembly language tutertal for sprite use.

~directions for using Todd Kaplan’s XBALT/0 file
that 1s found on Travelerl2 (the flip nmide of this
disk.

—an extended basic utility that coples the enttre
contents of a SS5/SD diskette in one diak drive to a
pre-formatted diskette 1n another drive.

-a machine code progrem that allows the XB
programaer to switch between the standard TI
character set and a true lover case set that
appears on screan just like the first TI-Writer
true lower case upgrade 1n the CHARAL file. Ugly
but functional.

-XB demo program for 2FONTS/0. CALL LINKC“NEWSET" )
displays the true lower came letters, CALL
LINKC"OLDSET'') restores the standard character
set.,

—another neat XB utility that provides disk
cataloging to screen or printer or Filenams.
Written by assembly language wizard Todd Kaplan.

~an assenbly language object code Fille that
redefines the upper case character set so that
upper case letters are instantly redefined as
larger letters like those that appear in the Home
Financial Declislion= nodule. The assembly language
prograsming wss done by John Bohos. The file 1s
aAccessed via a CALL LINK from any XB prograza. Very
attractive and nicely done,

=the XB demo program for CHAR/O.
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CHGE/T0/0 —an XB progrém containing a CALL LOAD statement that
will change the firast line number in your program
te zero. Changea only one line of Basic or XB
code, not the entire program.

DEFTABLE —Basic program ta PEEK into memory and display or
print the firat and last addressss of the code that
13 currently in low memory. Reads E/A, ¥Nini-Henm
and XB module addresses. I[Ff you run the prograns
from GT's menu you will sew that the CHARAL file
and Barry’s CHAR routine are in low nenory from the
CALL LOAPs that occur when the GT LOAD program 1s
booted.

DOUBLEPRNT
text,

—~the actual Tom Freeman program to print two columsn

FIREBUTTON —~a Barry Traver Micre Tutorlal™ on how te detect
which firebutton, on which joystick has been
pressed. Presented am an IB progranm.

BIDESECTOR —an XB program that allows you to place tnformatlon
fros another disk or that you enter from the
keyboard, intc an unused sector on another disk.
Makes use of the RAV utility, calculates the bit
map of the target disk. Excellent exanple of how
Tl Disk Controller formatted diaks are raad,
written to etec. Program contalnas typical exanple
of Barry Traver humor along with CALL LOAD
exanples.

HOLEYMOLEY —an XB game by John Behnke of the Chicago TI Users
Group. It pits you as the farmer againat a mole
who 17 trying to eat all of your carrots. [ recall
sesing an Atari 2600 game of a similar veln years
back. Good graphlica and support for spaech.
Requiraes a Joystick to play 1t. We don’t see much
from John these days, since he Joined Chicago’'s
finest. Probably stuck on the graveyard shift.

LOAD ~an Interesting program that emulaten the GPL coded
color bar screen that appears each time you turn
your computer on. EBut for the fact that it tries to
fake you out by telling you that *all circults are
busy”, you couldn‘t tell the difference between it
and the real thing. You would probably think that
something ha» gone wrong with your console when you
trlied to load GT and had it return to the color bar
screen. Cute progras. Originally authored by Jahn
Hoge in 1980, mocdiflad by Barry Traver in 1984,

LOCKITUP —an XB/AL utllity to make your floppy disks

unreadable to othera. Actually, [ think it moves
the contentz of the Fille Allocation Table in sector
1 so that there are zerns in the first 3-4 bytes,
thus preventing the disk from being cataloged, but
at1ll allowing you access to the flles/prograas
because you know the names of thea. Sane type of
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NAKE/DATA

HENU

MULTIPLIBI

PENNEYTOSS

PROTICTOR

RAW

RAW/MENU

RAW/C

SEARCHMAZE

thing can be done with a sector editor, but with a
great daal sore effort, or with Advanced
Magnostics with less offort. AD Just takes longer
to load than LOCKITUP does.

-a utllity to create the ASCII bit coding for
sidevays cheracters that are used by your printer.
Companicn program for Tom Freeman's SIDEWYS
programz on the flip =ide of the GT1 disk.

—-XB program that lists/runs the contents of GT side
two.

—one of the HOST interesting programs on the disk.

It demonstrates a method of multiplying large
nusbers that I have never seen befare (so-called
Russian Multiplication?). The nultiplication 1a
actuslly done by divistion and addition. The method
works with small numbers too, but would not be
needed. Of course 1f you usme a calculator you don't
need to learn this method etther. But if you are
interested In mental gymnastica invelving numbers
you will want to look at this program.

~4 game program that muat be rigged! I played the
computer and loxt EVERY ttime. Fun to play though.
No graphica, just text with minimal color. Written
In TI Basic by Barry Traver.

-XB/AL utility to write-protect all files on a
disk.

—an XB/AL uttlity that allows you to Read And Write
to a single disk sector at a Lime. Authored by
Barry Traver with credit for assistance In the
development glven to; Michael Riccile, Todd Kaplan,
Paul Charlton, Chris Faherty and a couple of the
other asseably language wizards that the TI
Community has been bleamed with.

KB program that loads all of the HAW-based
uti1littes on the GT1 disk.

—an assembly language object file that provides Reagd
And Write capabilities to from and to a floppy or
ram disk, Written by Barry Traver himself. The
ftle !s used throughout GT Volume | in many of the
other prograss. It was alsc used by John Johnson
when he created the utilitiex for Bi11l Yarren's
PR-Base V1.0. A very useful utility for the
extended baslic programmer.

~one of the best TI Basic games you will ever see,
second only to Worm of Beemer I think. [t has great
graphlics and t1a fun to play. You must search for
and destroy a host of X’'3 that are placed at

various locstlons within a maze, all within S
minutes. Written by Barry Traver from an 1dea in
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Craig Hiller’s Smart Programmer’s Guide To Sprites
book. It obviously doesn’t use sprites though.

SECTORZERO -slaply the beat program availlable to explailn the
use of sector zero on a fleppy or ram di1ask. Runs
out of extended basic and even allows you to
analyze your own disk, down to the byte lavael.
Neat, Informative and very useful.

SHOW/Dvalo ~an XB/AL program thit lnvokes the 40-coluan text
acde and then provides the ability to dlsplay text
files of up to 30 sectors in length. Line feeds and
carriage returns should be removed from the text
file First.

S1DEWYS/CH -XB program that prints a text file sideways with
true lower cise letters based upon the CHARAl File
coding used in TI-Writer.

SIDEWYS/SC ~XB progras that prirts a text file sideways using
small capital letters for the lower case set.

SWEEP/DISK —an extended baslc utlility that makes use of Barry's
RAW (Read And Write) assenbly routine to re-writae
the file alocation table on the disk so that 1t
appears the diask 1s empty. Save you the time and
bother of Inittlalizing the dizk,

XBALT/O —an assembly language ut1lity to merge A/L code in
with an XB program sc that both are saved as an XB
program., thus reducing disk space needed to store
the progras ind load time aince you don‘t have to
CALL LOAD a IF/80 file. Although YBALT/C 1s the
first of the two out of the gate, Barry Boone’a
SYSTEX 313 easler to ume.

QUESTIONS/ANSWERS

-By Gary W. Cox

- Can the Terminal Emulator [I (referred coanonly as the TE2) be

used to access our BBS? The answer 1s NO. The TE2 was once the
only terminal program available for the TI99/4a. Since then rany
terminal programs have come out, most notably Fast-Teram, 4A/Talk,
Hass-Transfer and Talco. The moet obvious limltatlon of the TE2
la 1t will operate only at 110 and 300bd! However, a more serious
problem exiats in that i1t has a problem in 1t’s grotocol.

Although ocur BBS operates at No Partity, 8 bits ard 1 atop bit
setting the TE2Z at these protocols produces no results and is in
fact different from i1t's default settings. In trying all poasible
combinations of the protocols ! was unable to properly communicate
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with our BBS using TE2. 1T was able to get the EBS to send data
over the screen but axperisnced some very strange results when [
tried to type anything. Although 1 found TE2 will work on soae
systems and an systeas running on a TI99/4a machine its
capabllitiles compared to that in terminal programs written today
are like the difference between a Vacuum Tube and Transisztor! So
if you ever think of getting on a BBS pleame obtain fros our
1ibrary & copy of MASS-TRANSFER or Telco and it will save you a
lot of time and trouble.

What are the connectionz for a modem and printer cable?
Por a parallal printer the connections are as follows:

PIC PRINTER

1 --== 1
2 - 2

3 - 3

4 —- &

5 ~--- 5

6 ~-—-= 6

7 ——— 7

8 —— 8

9 —— 9
10 -——- 11
16 ———- 16

All other pina should not be connected. This pin configuration

should be correct for most parallel printers and has bean tested
to work on my Geminl 1OX and NX-1000. However, note that on the
16 pin PIO connector the pins are numbered differently from most
connectors. The pins on the 16 pin PI0 connector are as follows:

2 1 < top of connector 4 3 < keyway on this side 6 58 7 10 9 !2
11 14 13 16 15

The matn probles that 1 have found in cablem is that some of the
connections are not connected very well or 1s wired fncorrectly.

As for tha serlal cable for a modem pine 2 and 3 need to be
awltched. In other words pin 2 on the RS232 goea to 3 on the
modern and pin 3 on tha RS232 goes to 2 on the modem. All other
connections can go stralght across

Can I acceas unlimited Speech Capabilities of tha Speech
Synthesizer without using the TE2 cartridge? The anawer 13 YES
throug( a program called TEXT TO SPEECH. This is simply a copy of
the TEZ =peech sectlon which can be loeaded 1nto Extended BASIC and
uses in a sinllar nanor as in the TE2 cartridge. Come to this
months meeting for a demonstratiorn!
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IN THE MIDNISHT HOUR

By MHNichael Dorman

New Uploads

There have been several new uplcads to The Hidnight Hour BBS since
last month. They tncluda:

#QUTZ.ARK -~ 4 Extended Basic quizzes that cover U.S.
Preastdénts, States & Capitols, and more.

UGLIST2 - TI-BASE listing of Tl Users Groups.
By B1ll Gaskill from Andl Wise’s databanse.

XECHAR.ARK - A program that allows use of CHRRAL filas
in Extended Basic prograss.

HAGFH22.ARK - Hagic Fille Manipulator v.2.2 by Ben
Hathaway. Direct connect transfer TI/IBM

MAILLIST.ARK - Extended Basic program by Bill Gaskill
Nice Mail List progranm.

THAPTRAK.ARK - Track Sector Editor from France. Works

TRAPDOC. ARK with TI & CorCosp diask controllers,
Does not work with Geneve. Abbreviated
Doca im English. Full docs in French.

UGALTNDX.ARK - Alternate index¢a to use with USLIST2.

LIB_8906 ~ HidSouth 99 Users Group Library List
as of 6/5/89

9640 fi1les include:
CALACAL.ARK - Screen Calendar Haker
FBLOCKHN.ARK ~ New 9640 Fortran BLOCKM routines.
CURVE.ARK - 9640 Fortran Curve demo progran.
3DBARCHA.ARK - 9540 Fortran democ ~ Bar Charts
B80COLFIX - A program that fixes the screen glitch
that appears after entering GPL and
returning to MDOS 1.14 - by Beery Miller
ABASIC.605 - Myarc’s pre-beta relesase Advanced Basic
MDOS. 95H Dated 6/5/89. Use MDOS .95H for testing
Adv. Bastec only. Do not format flopplas
unsing HFDC at CRU »>1100. Do not use
MDHY with HDOS .95H.
CHAOS2.ARK — A 9540 Fortran grsphlcs demo. Neat.
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ENCRYPT.ARK ~ A utility to encrypt/de-encrypt prograss.

F77v3C99.ARK ~ Programs to compare $640 Fortraam and
c39/MDOS speed.

INFOCOM.ARK - Runs Infocom programs in 80 columns and
allows full path name saves and a
graceful exit to MDOS. Wonderful?'!

NITEMUS - A Little Night Music' by Nozart.
Programmed in c99 by Ken Gillliland.

PLOTHS.ARK - Revised c¢99/HDOS routlnes for pixel
plotting.

Tl Forth for MDOS

McCann Software has released TI Forth for MDOS. I ordered 1t two
wesks ago and recelved a copy last week. One of the things 1
liked most about the new Forth ia the ability to choose elther
f1le or disk based Forth. This Forth like the TI-released TI
Forth uses 4 mectors to create a Forth “block”. However, unlihe
T1-Forth, HcCann’a verslon allows you to select FILEFORTH which,
in combination with the new word CREATE-FILE, allows yow to select
the size and disk location of a fille named FORTHSCRNS. FORTHSCRNS
s the fille used by TI Forth for MDOS to represent the locatior of
the file screens Cor blocks). FORTHSCRNS can be any multiple of 4
sectors that will fit on a diskette.

This allows the user to create a dizk that can be used vith any
type of TI disk or file copler. Under TI Forth C4A) this was
impossible. This 1s a grest advantage to developers whe would
like Lo distribute Forth programs without having to tapose severe
limits on the user on how to store and use the flles.

TI Forth for MDOS does not come with rany pre-bullt screens except
for those necessary for tha file/disk nanagenent schese and the
(well-done) 64 column editor. [ found that most of Lhe screens in
TI Forth (4A) will not be of much use to the MDOS versinn because
of the many differerces in graphtlcs handling.

Howevar, TI Forth for MDOS appears to have completely allowed for
all MDOS XOP calls. So, creating new graphic Forth screens should

. hot be a major problen.

The calls are completely documented as are the new Forth words on
the diak/File acheme. However, basic documentation on how ta
start and run TI Forth for MDOS wasn definitely lacking. McCann
assumes the user to be a knowledgeesble user of T] Forth and haa
the TI Forth manual.

Th1ls caused be a bit of trouble at the begtnning but now I'm
looking forward to using TI Farth for HDOS tn the near future.
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T! Forth for MDOS can be purchased for $15.00 (including shipplng
& handling!!} froa:

HeCann Software
P.0. Box 34160
Omahs, NE 68134

Reviews Wanted

Purchansed =mome new software lately? (Or hardware?) TIdbits 13 1n
need of anyone who 13 willing to write a review of any new program
or plece of hardware.

Just =mend your review to Michael Dormwan or BGary Cox or upload to
The H1dnight Hour BBS. Paper submiasions are welcome but diskette
aubalsslons are preferred. My addrasa l1s3:

Michael Dorman

1503 Clement R4.
West Hemphia, AR 72301

Any other type of articles are alaso gladly accepted. Remember,
thia 13 a USERS" group!!!

Et cetera

I have seen some very good notices and comments lately about 9640
News lately. Aagard News, for one, had a very Favorable

mini-review in the latest imsue.

9640 Newsa 13 a diskazine for the Hyarc Geneve 9540 that 1s
published by our very own Beery Hiller. Great job, Beery!!

Speaking of cur own, Gary Cox has had several artlclea published

lately by HMicroPendiumn. Congratulations as well, Gary! The talent
in our users group 1s very ztrong and we should all feel proud.
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NOTICE

Information contained in TIdBits |s accurate and true to the besat
of owr knowledge. Viewpolnts and opinions expressed in TidBits
are not necessarily that of the Mid-South 99’ers. We welconme any
opinions/corractions from our readers. Articles may be reprinted
etlsavhere as long aa credit 1s given to the author and newsletter.
GROUP TNFO
Visttora and potential members may receive 3 free 1zsues of
TiDbits while they decide !f they wish to Join (no obligation).
On the top of your label 15 a code. A Y means you are s meaber, N
means 3 free l1st, UG weanz user group and S means a business.
Beside the Y 18 a date, one year from that date your duea are due.
A dollar sign (3) on the label will !ndicate that your dues are
due. The library 1s open only to members. Library 11at ia $1.
Mail order disk library acceas 1s $2 for the first disk and $l for
each additional disk - max of 5 diske per month. Order by disk
number only. At aeetings, library access iz FREE 1f you exchange
your disk for ours or $1 per disk for our disks. Send all matl
order library requests to librarian’s addresan! Send dues and
correspondence to group address.

CATL.ENDAR

MEETINGS: June 15, July 20, August 17 (3rd Thursday!)
WORKSHOPS: June 24, July 22, August 26 (4th Saturday!)

24HR TI BULLETIN BOARD

The Hidnight Hour BBS 300/1200/2400/9600 Hayes 501-735-S980
Dial 735-9980 from Nemphia area for tcoll free call.

GHROUY MAILING ADDRESS
Hid-South 99 Users Group
P.0. Box 38522
Germantown, Tn. 38183-0522
LIBRARY ADDRES:sS
David Ferguson

3377 Creighton Ave.
Memphis, TN 38118

MEMBERSHTP APPLICATION

NANE 1! $15.00 FAMILY
ADDRESS i ! $10.00 JUNIOR Cunder 15)
CITY ST_ZIP

PHONEC 5 - [ INTERESTS
EQUIPHENT, ETC.

Detach and mall with check payable to: Ntd-South 99 Users Group,
P.0. Box 38522, Germantown, Tn, 33183-0522.
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