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PRESIDENT’S BIT

By Gary W. Cox

As you may have read last month, Hichael Dorman will be giving up
his posttion as nawslettar aditor and printer sfter the Dacemnber
newsletter. Turing the past Faw yesrs that Michael has editsd and
printed the newslatter he has dons an excellent job producing anne
of the largast and mont profeestional newslettars in our 8 year
history! Nike has resily put ln a great deal of work and Lf anyone
denervas a rast ha sure does! However, this doas poee s problen
and hints towsrd s mcre serfous problem faclng our orgsnization.
For one thing we will at least need an sditor which i3 responsible
for collecting the articles, forsatting then together and
presenting & photo resdy copy for replication. The actual
printing I have & line on & way to cover that pertton. However,
sven more nNsrious 1s that 1 too am bacoming quite burnt cut and T
an absolutely having to push ayself sach month to fulftll my
duttias as President vhich hae intluded picking up and answering
the aatll, collecting snd writing articles for the newsletter,
asintaining the user group databasa of members, printing the
labels and finishing up the newsletters each month by putking or
the labels and stamps. Hot to mention bringing a complete car
load of aquipment sach month plus providing the food at the
mneetings when we have food. While | am not cosplaining [ am Just
atating that I will no longer be doing all of thome duliles after
Decenbar either. While I will remain an of flcer of the group 1In
some capacity 1 feel Lt 1o tlme for others to Fill In 1n those
arean. Being President or Yice-President now for the past 5 years
has really worn se out and | would 11ke to sit back for » while
snd anjoy sowe of ths benafits of the group.

Don’t take all this sw s stgn that the greup i» dylng out as 1t =
not! Ve have one of the stronger TI groups in the country not to
dantion of the oldest. We will continue toc meat esch month as
long as | am allve and living here in Hemphins but It 1s up to you
the members Lo fill In the holes which will appesr after Decenber.

Remsuber plans are heing wade for a3ll those wanting to attend the
Chicago T1 Failre Hoveabar 2nd and 3rd...

In closing | nead to give a note of thanks to Marshall Ellils who
continuss to produce the Technlcal Interface newslatter and
assists in keeping up with the groups that we trade newsletters
with. Thanks Barshall!

C ya at this sonths ssating....
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IN THE NEWS

By Gary W. Cox

Tha following 1s a press relsass from Genle, an online servica
accesslble by those owning aocdems.

GEnte SERVICE ANNOUNCES FLAT MONTHLY FATE OF $4.95 I[NCLUDING
UNLIHITED, NON-PRIME TIME ACCESS TO OVER 10O PRODUCTS/SERYVICES

ROCKVILLE, HD, Aug. 2% 1990 -- The GEnie(SH] service,
leadlng online iInformation services, has announced the
introduction, effective Oct. 1, 1990, of a flat aubscriptlon ratg
of just $4.95 (U.S.) per month including unlisited, non-prise tim
access to more than 100 products and services.

one of thd

This new monthly rate will mshe 1t posaibla for GEnie aervice
asubacribers —— and wmembars of thelr families —— to accasa a wide
vartety of popular products and services on the GEnte aervice
without the concern of ruaning up costly faes each month as a
result of hourly acceas ratas.

In making the announcesent, Bill Louden, general manager of the
GEnle sarvice, sald, "Our markst research told us that the nusber]
one thing our subscribers wanted 1n an onlina information service
wag a Flat monthly rate for accesaing a wide variaty of products
and sarvices.

*As a raesulf, we will be lauachlng, effaective Oct. 1, 1990, our
GEnie Stur*Services with 4 subscription rate of only $4.93 per
sonth,' 3ald Louden. 'Our naw pricing structure on GEnie 13
stmilar to the concept of Cabla TV whare viewars pay a monthly
rite for unlimlted access to baslg services, and an addltional
cont for value sdded servicea,™ he explained.

“With this new flat monthly rate for non-priae Lime access Lo ove

100 of the GEnte service fasturss, the online costs of many GEnte
sarvice gubscribers could ba raduced,” added Louden.

NEW MON-PRINE HOURLY RATE

The rate for U.S. access to thoee GEnis service praducis/ssrvice
not covered under the flat monthly rate —-- such as all personal
computing bulletin boards, all software librarians, financial
services, valua added zervices, chat lines and Real Time
Confarences, Computer Mssiwtad Learning Center (CALC), and
sultl-player gamea -- has been set at just $6 per hour during
non-prime tima for all thres access speeds (300, 1200 and 2400
baud). This $s a $&% per hour reduction 1n the current 2400 baud
non-prise time rate. The prime tlme rata resains at $18 per hour
for all three accass apaeds.

Since more than 60 parcent of the 209,000 subscribers on the GEH*
service have 2400 baud sedema, this lower non-prime time rate of
only $6/hour for 2400 baud access also will result in faster, mof
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cost—effective software downloads on the GEnle aervica, which has
fnore than 85,000 filles available for downloading.

CAMNADIAN RATES®

To access the GInle Star*Services in Canada, the monthly
subscription rate 1s $5.95 (Canadtan), with a pon-prine tine rate
of 38 (Canadien) per hour for all three access spesds. Prime time
rate 1s $25.00 (Canadlizn) per hour For all threa access speeds.

SIGN-UP FEE ELIWINATED

The $29.95 sign-up fee for the GEnie service also has been
elininated for all new subscribers effective !mnedlately. As a
result, there 13 no resl cost to subscribe to the GEnle service,
except for the First wonth subscriptlon rate of $4.935 CU.S.).

HONEY BACK GUARANTEE

After trying the GEnje Star*Services for Lthe first sonth, If a
subscriber does not like tt, he/she can cancel his/her membership
and the GEnte service vill refund the $4.95 subscription fee to
them. CThis offar applies only to flrst time new subscribers to
the GEnie service, once per household.>

BENEFITS OF MONTHLY RATE

*We feal this new monthly rate for non-prime access to GEnle will
be sagerly acceptad by many of our subscribers as they will no
longer have to watech the clock when they are using the GEnie
Star*Sarvices,” said Louden.

its U.S. and Canadian
and coat-effective package of

“The GPnie service will now provide
subscribers with the most extennive
online services avallable today for a flat aonthly rate,” remarked
Louden. "GEnta's original motto of *Stay Online Longer for Less’
{s even more appropriate now with the Introduction of this flat
nonthly rate,' he reasrked.

First operational in 1985, the GEnle service 13 one of the fastest
growing online informatlon services with more than 209,000
tndividuval subscribers, Avallable throughout the U.5. and
Canada, the GEnle service slso can be scrassed in Japan, West
Germany, Austria and Switzarland.

For Further information in the #.3. and Canada on the GEnle
service, offered by GE Information Services, please call
L-800-638-9636. GE Information Sarvices, a division of General
Rlectric Company, U.S.A, 1s headquartered in Rockville, Hd.

The Following adited from the August 1990 Micropendiun:

Texsnents has releasaed Starfleet Technical Drawings 111, the third
volume (n 1ts Starfleet Technical Drawings Sertes. Like the
previcus two volumes, Starfleet Technical Drawings 111 Ils =

collmctlion of detallad plcturss of the vartous spacecraflt bhat
have appeared on the original Star Trek television sertes, the
talevision sertes Star Trekt The Next Osnaration and the five Star
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Trek wovies. Included in Yolume 11l are drawings of covilian
starships from various merberns of tha Federation Cincluding Earth,
Yulcan, Alpha Centauri and Andorian) plus tncluding adversaries
such aa Rowulans, Gorn Espirs, Orlon Pirstas and the Tholtan
Asmenbly. Also included {s a chart compsiring all five USS
Enterprises...

Starfleet Tochnical Drawings [II is a four disk packags which 1a
svailable for $£12.93. Starfleet Technical Drawings I and 11 are
available for $9.95 sach. For a 1istted time all three volumes
aay be purchassed together for $27.95. Add a $2.50 shipping charge
for all orders. For more Infarmation or to order write Texaments,
53 Center Streat, Patchogue, NY [1772. (516) 475-3480 (volce),
(516) 475-6463 (BBS).

The Delphi telecomasunications network has changed 1ts rate
structure, and the TI MET speclal interest group on Dalphl 1s
offering bonus free tims for uplosds. Dalphi‘s new rate
structura, effect Oct 1, offers two membsrship options, the 20/20
advantage plan and the bazlc plan. Within the 20/20 advantage
plan, members recaive thelr first 20 hours of evening access per
month for 310, with addttional tise avallable at $1.20 per hour.
According to the company, the 20/20 plan represents a reduction of
close to BO parcent off the pravisus sdvantage plan rate. The
basic plan, deslgned for asmbers who use the servics less often.
13 $5.95 per month for the first hour and $6 for each additional
hour. HNembers now recelve freea access Lo help [lles, billing
recorda and other service related information according to Dan
Bruns, president of Genersl ¥idaotex Corporation which cparates
Dalpht. TI1 NHET owner Jeff Guide announced that effactive
innedistealy, T1 NET will provide a1ll persons successfully
uploading new programe or taxt filles, bonus free time, which ts
sdditionsl free tine equal to the time it took to upload the flle.
Other networks only offer uploading time free, be says. A special
$9.95 stgn up offer tncludes one hour off pesk connect time. Dial
1-800-365-4636, press Enter twice and at the pasaword type MYTI
and enter.

The Fifth International Tl Users Heeting 1s scheduled for
Septembar 28— 30 at the Bugerhaus, Wiesbsden-Erbenhein, Garmany.
The."official part" will be at 10am to Spm Septeaber 29th
according te Gerald D. Turner of Tl Workshop Wiesbaden, hosts for
the neeting. He says that & new disk controller will bes available
at the fair which will control 4 drives and forumat to DSDD with
quad forthcemming. A new Gram sisulator that fits i1nto a standard
Tl cartridgs Is expected to also be avatlable and will have the
ability to dump and run Tl cartridges from disk or cassstts
siatlar to vhat the Gram Kracker doas.

We should have s report from our own Beery Miller of the above
fatr as he «ill be attending the svent!

Thats the news for this month...

MMXB - PRODUCT ANNOUNGEMENT

NEW NULTIMODE EXTENDED BASIC CHMXE) BY JEAN MARLEAU
Delphi Userrame: JEAN_MARLEAU

Hulti-Moda XB are programs that allow you to use text/wulticolor
modas in ext ended basic WITHOUT interfering with the xb
intarpreter! This mesns that it s fully accepted by the ub
interpreter. While In text/multicolor mode, you still can access
drives, control errors, uss all axtBasic commands, and create
subprgraa. Unltke other sinilar programs, errores or breskpoints
DON'T lock the computer! MHXD disk contains 54 assenbly sub-pgas,
10 XE sub~-pgms and a program demo,

The 54 asnembly sub-programs Include features like: NEW KEY
detecticn subprogran that detects 811 256 charsctesrs of the
computer! NEY JOYSTS gscans both Joyaticks/sides cf keybosrd, and
Fire buttons at Lhe sane tine! One hundred twenty stx C126) new
characters 1n text mode (more than 15 naw setad), and the
possibility of two rnew asts in xb and multtcolor modes!

SUPER POWERFUL ACCEFT for Xb/taxt!: Uses all 256 charactars (240
displayable in text), 12 fetn keys tnatead of 8 + gives you THE
ABILITY TO DEFINE UP TO 18 fotn kays of your own fn itself!t Can
accept REVERSE-VIDEQ tn text, accesa/display all ctrl charactaers
and has a specilal festurs that helps you build “profestonnal®
screen aditors very easily! Can alvo be used aw a powerful INKBY
with validation for your selection liste? €13 paranaters)

The ability to define the 240 displayable charactars of textmode
at the sans tima! The ability to display a full screen at the
sanwe tiwe or to scroll up snd down the ncresn with top/bottom
lines locked! The abtlity to create a sound list for loading in
the sound generator. Once this 1s done, ft requirss no further
program controlt

Check status of speclal keys of kayboard Super fast LOAD and PEEK
for VDP/CPU! The abllity to offset your strings for @a3y accass
of all 256 characters or for coding purpoess! The ablltty to
create all sprites at the ssms tise!! SUPER fast HCOLOR, VCOLOR,
GCCOLOR, HCHAR VCHAR, GCHAR for sulticolor mode, text, XB modes
(ot faster than XB HCHAR...)! And more!!

MULTI-HODE XB Iwportant festures ——-————————aeeo___

Hult1i-Hode XB 1s progrems that allow you to use text/multicolor
modes In extended bastic WITHOUT interfering with the xb
interpreter! This 12 the sost iaportant feature. Plus:

Unlike other slmilar programe, errors or breakpoints DON'T lock
the computer! You can view/change variables after a breakpoint and
continue. Even 1f you ware 1n text or multicolor mode prior to
the breakpoint. (Howaver, your xb prograw must gst you back ipn
the mode you vere or 1t will continue in xb sode.) Unlike other
sinllar programs, you can uss the extended basic subprograss that
you've creatad aven while you're In text or multicolor mode.
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Super fast LOAD and PEEK for VYDP/CPUY (You can load up to 2040
bytes In vdp or cpu at the same tine! [1smac})

ter sets Clike

ate MMXB files ta dafine your charac

é;:l::; ::‘naa CHARAZHMXB [N your program for a l :-c. i::;?}Elon
of all characters, sprites, color aats, sand the intro 2c HER

HULTI-HODE XB Super new ACCEPT —--—=m=me—m— ==
Brisfly, this is some of the festures of the naw ACCEPT:

- tn TEXT and Xbasic mode.

- ;t 12r::esntho new KEY dstsction subprogras, Lt accesn all

tears of the keyboard.

- ?fsci:.:}ilct characters 32 to 127 by 128 bytnlaa::cézﬁrt
then as characters 160 to 255\.f J;I‘;;u 3231::c:::-thoae

255 aa reverse video o - :
:fe.:2. video characters dlr.ctlg:olggsof course, you can
t characters for - .

- ?:fér:es‘;::rzgo option to accapt at exit time, chl:lctlra
128 to 159 am charscters O to 31. This allows {?uauo see
¢dafine) the control characters on scresn as we

ing thean! .
- :ECE;; ng a HASK for accaptl:gf:n{dtzgtrn: ﬁ::;nc;:a?rFol
of your accep . .
E:f: c:;;;;%;r:"l'.yor any characters antered), pl:ﬁﬂt;lé.:
vall&ato the range of the type sntered. Exanple: ¥
1 to 5.

- ?rlioi:o;ou spacify whather or not you need to press entar

the sccept f1eld.

- ;: :::u::: ::- laat kos prassad before exiting the accapt.

- In addition to the B usual function keys, 1t has 4 :.UIB of
ones, Pluas, 1t gives you the ;?Illty to dafine up to

functtion keys In itaelf.

- g?u:u:::a.ult can beep, erasa to snd of accept :le:d.

- It latws you aspacify where In lcc-ptfflzi:'t::l:hnzets Jou

ba. Thia t3 a super f{ea
g::isig:r:}tlil:nnal" scraen Cor windows) editor very

easily!
MULTI-NODE XB Text wode --—————--

L] "

In this mede, the screen is divided in 24 rows t:D i:i::::y
There lan’t a sprite in this sode. You can u;e CL;ART S eabvo.
bprograss PRINT, HCHAR, VCHAR, GCHAR, ACCEP .ORT forlcolorl.

;;Eﬂvogta display/input fros this wmode, and COL

you can define characters 144

In addition te characters 30 to 133, glving you 126 new

to 255 and characters 0 to 13 In t?l: sode,
characters (more than 15 new setel?

HULT1-HODE XB Windowing ——=——=—""
With Hulti-Mode XB, you can eas|ly display windows, PLUS:
£ subprograms, you
- ar features of the new accap
:;:he:::l:u?NPUT in windows. In text mode, you can evsn

accapt 1n windows In REVERSE VIDEO mode.
;)
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HULTI-MODE XB Multicolor mode ——————cmwowee——

In this wode, the screen is dSvided in 48 rowe * &4 coluans of

color boxes. You cean change the color of any one of 3072 boxes
with HCOLOR and VCOLOR or read the color of a box with GCOLOR.

You cannot display characters in this mode but You can accass thes

with sprites. ¥With a wagnificatlon-factor of 3, you can see up to
8 characters on ths same line.

Thts 1s a wode for video games. And there’s a lot of theaw to
invent with this mode for the TI-99/4)...

HULTI-HODE XB Sound lists supports ————eee—-—eocmmo

Instead of using call sounds, you can build sound lists, load than
in ¥ideo Display Processor, and start thes pleying. Once thias ia
done, 1t requires no othar progras control.

This 1s an tnterupt routina, so 1t will slow done when sccassing
VDP. However, for some video ganes, 1t°s a big “plus™ to have a
song playing while wailting For a key, If the program 1s counting
bonus, or 1If 1t’s not accessing VOP "all tha time”.

Creating s sound list Ceong) can tske a vhile tf it’'s a long song.
In that case, 1t°s s good tdea to save the song on disk for
quicker access for future use. You can slso save 1t “bahind** &n
axt.basic line with Save~-Asw-For-Ib, available frows PROJEN.

INPORTANT HOTE ABOUT Hulti-Hode XB: With WHXB, you can esasaly
create or sinulate more thin 25 of the 31 new calls Catatamenta)

of SIB Cta Triton company) Cnot the bitmap ut1l.). Plua MNXB
allove text snd Multticolor modes.

PURCHASING INFORMATION
for Multismode Extended Basic

HHXB 1s avallable for $40.00 U.S. and Canadian, plus $2.50
shipping from Canada. Credit card purchases are $43.00 ¥.5. and
Canadian, plus $2.50 shipping fros Canada. We accept Visas,
HasterCard, and American Espress.

Included with MMXB 1w a Fast Load program, regularly priced at
$14.99, now included with this purchase.

You say order by chack or ersdit cerd From TI NET Product

Services, P.0. Box 244, Lorton, VA 22079 or call 1-800-376-4951
CU.S. and Canada).

This and othar fine TI/9640 products are aslsc availabla on the TI
RET/lelphil Electronle Shopping Area.
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FOR SALE

David Bradlay has the following itams for smalal TE PEB, disk
drive, mamory sxpansion, BS232 plua numsrous gines and other
goftware. 3250 takes everything! Call David at (901) 357-4577.

e et PSS D8P P P

Robart Ransy has the followlng iteme for asler T199/4a, Spesch
Synthesizar, joysticks, TE2, Add and Sub, T1 suvaders, Farasec,
Nunchman, Carwars, Blasto, Barly learning fun, Tombstone clty.
$75 takes sverything. [f interested, leave & messsge on the
Midnight Hour BBS at (301D 735-9980.

TRANSITIONS

By Bill Gaakill

The month of August, 1990 has been a difficult one for me, at
lasst fros a cosputing psrapective. Two old friends, PERSONAL
CONPUTING sagseins snd PC RESOUICE magazine bokh produced thair
last ilssues this month and have closed their doors forever.
Although both were HS5-DOS publicstions, there 1s a message in
their demise For all cosputer ownars bo hear. Hore oa the message
later. Firat, a little cosputer publication history.

PERSONAL COMPUTING was born in January 1976, way bsck in the
dinogaur days bsfore tha 1BH PC existed. [ bagan subscribing to
it 1n 1984 when 1 discoverad thet it actually mentioned the
T1-99/4h I'n some of its artleles and software 1istings. That kind
of thing pretty such ended by the atart of 1585, but | hung an ko
ny subscription anyway, since I used PC's at work.

In the early °‘80's 1 jockied sy computer magazine subscriptions
among a host of diffarent publications, staying with ons for a
veaar, dropping it and mcving on to another. There were soc many to
choome from. Then tn 1583 [ began to notice that the computer
magazine Induatry ssamad to ba going through & transition. Some
of the atalwarts of the industry, or at least ones that I thought
were atalvarts, started faltering, just like the myriad of
parscnal computera Lhat had faltared before thes or along with
thes. It was the plathors of parsonal computers produced in the
'80's that geve life to many af the msgazines in the first place,
3o | guess thelr demlses was suré to apeall doow for the
publicatlona too.

PC RESOURCE was an upstart publication from the beginning. It
targeted NS-DOS users at the novics to intarmediata leval,
something that the Folka at CONPUTE] Publicationa had triad
bafore, when they created COMPUTE's PC and PC Jr. MHagazine in
Harch 1984. Thae PC and PC Jr. effort faitled aftar only 8 few
short months, anding with the October 1984 1ssue. PC Resource was
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bora in April 1587, the product of the new PC Clone market that
bagan to appasar in 1986, PC Resource was clearly a clone owner’a
magazine. With the talents of programmers and authors the likes
of Pave Rowall, John Wolfskill, Hardin Brothers and a host of
othar HS-DOS gurus, PC Rescurce ssemad to have carved a niche for
ttaelf in the extrsmely ccmpetltive computer publications asckat.
1 guess 1 was wrong though. Whaen I picked up the August 19580
tssue and read the aditorial that was titled “Tise To Closa Tha
Doors”, | wes shocked. 1 honestly coulda’t baliave that this
;-t;l;nrt“ publication had gone down the tubes too. Bay was |
fooled.

David H, Ahl, argusbly one of the most influential ploresars of the
PC computer publishing induatry, announced the end of his
brainchild, CREATIVE COMPUTING, in Decamber 1985. It had baen in
exlstence since January of 1975. The fatlure of Creativas
Computing segmed to signal the Baginning of the snd. KNany mors
computar typs sagazines would be sent to that great printing prees
in the sky bafore the decsde anded.

Creative Computing can take credit for publishing psrhaps onw of
the most conprehsnsive articles on the deaiss of the TI-99/4A aver
produced, Written by David Ahl, the article 1s found on pags 30
of the Harch 1984 iasus. In sy opinion it far axcesds the
coupletaness and insight Found in the Joseph MNocera article of the
sams toplc written for Texas Honthly. Through one reason or
another, the Noceras article seems to have gatned the status of
being “the" resource or authority on the topic though.

In batwean the desise of Crsative Computing and Parsoml
Cosputing, one can find s gravaysrd full of both computers and
sagazines crested out of the freszy of personal cosputing in the
1980°n.

POPULAR COMPUTING, a product of publishing glant HcBraw-Hill,
began 1ts 1ife In Novaaber 1962 and ceased publication with the
Dacewber 1985 tsswe. In its hey-day the magazine sported the
talents of such current day notsbles an Wichael 1. Hillar, who
now graces the pages of info¥orld each wesk.

In March 1984 Popular Cosputing diatingulshed ttself by belng one
of the very few non-T1-99 specific sagacines to publish a prograa
1isting for the 4A. Speedmath, an sducattonal application
authorsd by Georgs Stewart, appearsd on page 209. In Juliy of the
sane yoar Popular Computing’s Asscclats Bditor T.J. Bayars wrote
an sxtansive article criticizing Texas Instruments for itse
decimion to use the non-standard THS9900 chip ss the basls for thé
4A. The article included an 1llustration borrowad from a 9%er
Magazine featurs on 3-D Antsaticn wikh sprites,

Among the best publications that 1 hava evar had the privilege to
read wes tha SIGNAL RESEARCH REFPORT, s nowsletier 1ike tabloid
that was creasted by fermer COMPUTE! Magazine editor Robert Lock.
It came to 11fs ipn June 1988 and was among the moat valued
publications to cose across =y desk at work. Although 1t was onip
about 15 pages per lasue, 1t came out twice a month and contiined
sons of ths most concise writing | have ever asen in a comaerclal
publication. Signal Ressarch Report scmehow managed to kesp ae
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abreasst of what waa going on in the hectic HS-DOS world
requiring 200 plus glossy pages tc do k. Alaa, it onlywittzgt
about 6 months befora succusbing to the pressures of cospetition.
It foldad in December 198A. Although the magazine may have been
bankrupt 1n dollars, 1t certainly didn't seam bankrupt in talent.

COHPUTERS AND ELECTRONICS was another

the latter half of the 1980's. Plrhap:‘?:zérze:h;:u:;':ppa.r.d "
comfortable niche in the comsputer publications market, but I found
TI-99/4A material buriad in it that the avarage reader probably
overlookad, or just didn’t care about. I don’t know when C and B
started exactly, 1962 J think, but I'm sure 1t was & real plonesr
in the electronics ssgazine industry. As computers seesed to take
ovar peopla’s attention in the »1d-1970’s, I suppose C and E tried
to adjust to the sarket. Somehow it epparently never made 1t.

c t
H:;P¥9;g? and Electronics sagszine was lald to rest tn April or

SOFT SECTOR, which was published out of Prospect, Kentuck
originally a Sanyo 3350-533 computer owner's 2|gazlnc. Ll{; ;;;R
MAGAZINE when 1t sxpanded fts market by becoming HONE CONPUTER
HAGAZINE, Soft Sector tried to survive by jusping onko the PC
Clons explosion in 1986. It didn't last such mors than a ysar
though, giving up the ghoslt 1n November 1987, Usnlike other PC
Clone magszines, but exactly like NICROpendium, Saft Sector
targeted the owner of an ocut-of-production computer. The big
difference ts that NICROpendium s still around.

PC CLONES was yet snother publication that sprang to

result of the PC clone explosion. It was thr pr:ductléi.t;: *
faormer TI-99/4A supporters st CONPUTER SHOPPER CPatch
Communications) and ¥t lasted fros Novesber 1987 until about May
1988 T belleve (don't quote me on that ons). Although [ bought
avery issus that hit the news stands, ] nevar subscribed to 1t.
The magazine somshow naver developed a personality of 1ts own. It
waa drab and dead juat kike Computer Shopper. Only Computer
Shopper didn’t have to liave & lively and perzonable appesl. It

wan, and I presume sti1l 15, THE :
order deal in town. . Place to go for the best nail

No doubt thare are a host of other coaputer magaz!

cone and gone that [ never knew cbout-p | hlvagnev::’bitztlnzn.ol
an Apple Cowmputer fan so’'I've not followed its support publtication
history. 1 know that there are a couple of Tandy speclfic
wagazines out there too. The bottom line weems to be that "it's a
Jungle out there" in the highly conpstitive publication tndustry.
For a computsr publication to survive todsy, it aust require soss
kind of tenscity, and a tremendous support/subscriber base.

We know that in our own TI-99/4A sand Geneve community we've 1
99ar Hagazine, Home Computsar Magazine, Hoae ConputcryJournal.O;:lt
Computer Digest, the J1UG Hewslettsr, Enthuatast 99. The Smart
Prograamer, Super 99 Nonthly, the B/D Cosputing newslettsr, The
Unofflcla} 99/4(A)newnletter, the International Home Computer
lsera newsletter and TIHONE Tldings. We alsoc lost the aupport of
g:;g:;:hoﬂog;?}?c. gOlpu:.r Shopper and Pamily Computing (now

[T cea Computing), sach of whi :
programns, articles andpadvugtlltl-nts. ch used to:publish 99!#&
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90gr MAGAZINE began tn May of 1981 with Volume L, Number 1, which
was & bi-monthly tssue (published svery other month). In Noveamber
1982 publisher Gary Kaplan and company want to monthly Lasues.
This lasted until Decesber 1983 when 9%er did a diwappearing act
that no doubt left aubscribars scratching their heads and magaczine
vendors probably wondering what was going on too.

Then in February 1984 HONE COMPUTER MAGAZINE appesrad on the nevs
stands and in the homas of formar 9% r Hagazine subscribers. )
Kaplan and company had pulled a fant one on everybody by sxpanding
the scopes of 99er Kagszine to inciude Apple, Comaodore and 1BN/IBM
PC Jr. as well as the 99/¢A. The honeymoon laastsd until March
1986 when Home Computer Hsgazine also did & disappearing act.
Loyal subscribers got a pitiful laoking publication tn the natll
one day called Home Cowputer Journal. included was & notice that
assid this ona HCJ issue was all that current Home Computer
Hagasine subscribers wars geing to get in the way of cospansstion
for their remsiniag subscription dollars. In ay case thet smsant 2
yoars and 10 montha worth of Home Conputar Magazine Lln exchange
for | tasue of Home Computsr Journal. What a bargata! ! hsve no
1des how long Home Computer Journal lasted, but ! can’t ilmagline it
was auch more than 3 or & Llssues. It was produced by foraser 99ar
Hagazine snd Home Computer Hagazina aditor David @. Brader, with
Gary Kaplan as consultaat.

Poth the 1UG NEWSLETTER and ENTHUSIAST 99 wers TI-99 specific
publications that were produced by Charlea LaFara and tha crew at
the International Users Group haadquarters in Bathany. Oklahona,
The [UG Nawsletter was published twice in 1980 (V1/N1 and VIN2),
aight times in 1901 CV1/N3-V1/N8), six times in 1982 (V2/N1-V2/N6)
and two times in 1983 CVY3/N1 and Y3/NZ). LaFara put 1t to rest
with the decision to produce Enthusiast 99.

In its shorter though perhaps more glamorous Lifs, Enthusiast 99,
"The OFfficial Publicstion of the [nternational Usars Group*, was
able to attract authors the likas of John Phillips, Cheryl REGINA
Whitslaw and Bill Gronos Cof Hidden Powvers of Disk Pixer fama) at
one time or another. But the aajority of ths articles wars
written by LaFara or asmbers of the 106 “staff". Enthustisst 99
doag have the diatioction of baing the only publication Cthaf |
have ever found) to print a photo of the naver-released Choplifter
ganae module wrikten for the 99/4A., It*s on page 47 of the Sep
1963 issue. Enthusiast 99 1ssues extst for Nay 1983 CVIN1D, Jul
1983 CVINZ), Sep 1983 (VIN3), Nov 1983 CV1N4D, Jan 1984 CV2NLD,
Har i984 CVZN2D and May/Jun 1984 (VIN3).

THE SHMART PROGRAMMIR was a monthly prograsmer’s newsleibtar that
was produced by Crsig Hiller of Hillers Graphics and later NG
notoriety. It was brought to life in February 1984 and lasted
unt1l January 1987 under the ownership of Cralg Hiller and than
Richard Hitchall. In June 1586 Killaer scld the publication rights
to Nitchell, who was alresdy publishing the Supsr 9% Honthly.
Nitchell mailntsined the high publlication standards seit by Hiller
and continuved producing The Smart Progranmer unt1l January 1987.
That was the last lasue.

During the Hiller ownershlp era soat of the materlal come from
Miller himself, with Los Angeles ares 99er Hector Santos helping
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out with the TI-Forth articles. During the Mitchell era of
ownership, notable writers such as Barry Traver graced the pages
of The Smart Prograsmer.

SUPER 99 NONTHLY began ite life In September 1984, but had
pre-releasa announcesents 48 Far back as July 1984. Publisher
Richard Mitchell, who now writes informatlon bases for attorneys
uaing IBM and compatible computers, produced a newaletter that was
very simtlar to The Smart Progranasr. So such sa in fact, that
Hitchell combined the two vhen he purchased TSP in 1986, [t was
in Februsry 1986 that he announced the merger of the two
publications. Thus Super 99 Nonthly officially ceased to axiast in
that month, slthough the krowladge and axpertise of Richard
Mitchell and his writers contidued on until The Smart Prograsmmer
died in 1987. '

Unfortunately, I can’t tell you much about THE UNOFFICIAL 99/4Ch)
nevlstter except that 1t existed in 1983, was published by DeBesr
B:l:l.l in Clute, Texas, and somcone named H.T. Leyton was the
editor.

In my wanderings over the last saven years | had only run across
mentlon of 1t once, and wade & nental note to mee Lf I could dig
up sore information. As luck and old age would have 1t, [ forgot
about It (should have written it down, B1ll). Jerry Price of
TexConp brought The Unofficial 99/4CA) back into the l1imelight
recently when he sent as & copy of the Harch-April 1963 Lswue.

Reading inside the talold 1 dtd find out that 1t appsrently
started with the November-Vecesber 1982 lssus and was avallable
for $10 per yaar, for sin lasues. DAasistance to the novica
prograsier seteasd to be the sain enphastin of the newsletter, and
it was apparently known well enough to have drawn a full pags ad
from Elek-Tek, the current dey HS-DOS mall order gtant, that used
be a 39/4N mall order gtant.

TIHOME TIdings was first relaased in Februsry 19681 in England.
The firat t1ssue of the magazine was went free to 14 British users
by publisher Paul Dicks, apparently in an effort bo create a TI
Ueers Group in the United Kingdom.

Aw far as | can datermine, TIHOMNE Tidings was a montlhy
publication, and the policy of giving the sggasine away fraeae to
British 99ers continued until Daceabsr 1981. AL that point 1t
bacame avallable on a subscription or single copy purchase basis.

Despite tha contributions of such United Kingdos and European
notables sas Stephen Shaw, Pater Brooks and Paul Karias supporting
tt, TIHONE Tlidings ahut down In May 1983. Karls, you atight
recall, ts credited with discovering the hidden secrsts of the PRK
module and tia CALL A,D,0,M,L,P and S features thit were
accessibla from Conscle Bazlc with the Personsl Hecord Keeping
sodule plugged in.

COMPUTE! MAGAZINE began life as a Coamodors Pet enthustast‘s
publication 1n January 1978. The orlginal magazine was actually a
nevwsletter named The Pet Gazatte, and 1t was founded by a man
naned Lan Lirdsay. Lindsay published The Pet Gazetts For over a
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yoar as a non—profit making anterprise before turning 1t over to a
Greensbaro, N.C. fira named Small Systes Services. In the Fall
of 1979 Small Systeas Services brought ocut Compute Hagazine as a
quartarly "...Journal of Progressive Computing”. It covered
matnly Commodore and Atari computers at that point, but did
feature articles on how Lo make hardware aods and such to other
computers like the 05I ClP., How many of you remember that
computer? 1’11 bat Norman Spector does.

In October 1982 Compute! (1 don't know when they picked up the
exclsnation point in theilr name) kegan advertising for TI-99/4A
articles, tutortals and applications. By Januvary 1983 they must
have built up a suffictent stock of material, because In that
nonth they bagan including 99/4A progranss and the 1ike In each
1asus.

The Small System Services company became Compute! Publications in
July 1983 and was ultimately swallo .ad up by glant ABC
publications In Septesber of that year. Despite this, Comnpute!
cantinuad to support the T1-99/4A. February of 1986 signalaed the
baginning of the snd of TI support though. From that fesue. until
the Octobeyr 1986 1assua, Cheryl REGENA Whitelaw’s monthly column on
T! Basic programming was the only 99/4A materisl to bs found in
the entire wagazine. The Hovamber 1986 lasue had nothing on the
99/41. The only other mantlion of the TI that I ever found
aftarwards was In the Septasber 1588 10th Annlvarsary lssue of
Cosputat!, when they alluded to having supported sight different
computers In 1983, the 99/4A among thea. Despilte discontinuing
9974} support, Compute! Publications ranks axong the atrongest
99/4% supporters In the cosputer’s history, second only to
MICROpandium 1 bellave.

Family Computing was another former 99/4A supporter, but in a very
minor way. The few prograss that did appear were written tn TI .
Basic Cwith only ones exception that | cen think of off the top of
sy head) and the focuw of the prorams wers absolutely juventle.

By Juvenile, 1'm talking about progrsas that sade Hallowean
puspkins and such on the acresn. Not real advanced material. 1
naver really cared for the nmagazine so 1 sdmit to having a vold 1n
knowladge of tta T{-99/4A support.

So, now that 1 have coversd just sbout al)l of the uselers trivia
raabling around tn my head on this topic, what doea 1t 2ll mean? |
think that there i3 a final measage that | would 1rke toc lsave you
with that tiess 1t all together. Right now, MICROnandius stands
alone as the only commercial publication supporting our computer
CAsgard’s Beflections magazine not withat.unding) Without It, the
TI-99/4A and Geneve comaunity would cease to exist as wa know 1t.
If 1t can happen in the silghty HS-DOS world, Lt can aurs happen
one day to us. Wouldn’t 1t be & tragedy to receive a notice in
the nsatl ons day thet NICROpendlius had clossd 1ts doorsi | think
it would. If you are not a NICROpendius subscribsr already, then
pleaze become one today. [f your computar means snything to you,
and If you want to continue to see new products developed for 1t,
HICROpendium must survive for developers to have a natlonal
audisnce to market to. Without a medium such as that provided by
the folks at MICROpandium, thare would be no way for nev producta
to be announced, and hence no new products. Suscription cost Is
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$25 pear year for 12 iasues, wmallad to NICROpendium Box 1343 Round
Rock, Texas 7B680. It is truly an investment in your computing
future.

AIR TAYI by Don Shorock

Raviewad by Jim Pelterson

1 have alwayx wishad that there ware more educationsl prograns,
above the 242=? level, for our computer. And [ have always

thought that the best sducational programs were thase that took
advantags of computer capabilities tc entertain while teaching.

Also, I have always such preferred games that raquire ma to
axsrcise wy mind, rather than depending on qulck reaction or blind
guesving. And, baing a progrsmwer, | adeire afficient,
nepory-saving programaing.

All that 1s why I was no very Impressed by the new game, Alr Taxl,
recently released by Don Shorock. It is uniquely educational,
very entertaining, and so compactly prograsmed thst the basic
version ts avallable on cassettetl

The game can be played alone, as 1t usually will be, or by up to 8
players. Don customizes sach game with the defsult neames of
whatever number of pleyers yow choose and with your home town as
the starting point. Esch player may select his own handicap
level, ranging from A to I for 6 to 81 ctties, and his skilll level
ranging from 1 to 9 which deternines the targeat sizs.

A black silhoustte map of the entire United States and southern
Canada 1s then dlsplayeds the only features are the Great Lakes,
Grest Sslt Lake, and tha coast linesx. You are randomly offered a
deatinatlon to fly to. Since all your frtends bum rides from you,
and TI vsera are cheapskates (that 1¢ my comment, not Don’st), you
sre not eaven patd for your gas for this first trip. It may
tharefore pay you to refuse any offer to a diwtant destination -
howaver, sach refusal costas you $2.0D0.

When you accept an offer, you then use the S and D keays to set
your tnitlal flight direction, In 45 degree incremants (i.e.,
north, rnortheast, esst, etc.) and press Q. You hear the acund of
the moter revving up, and a asall cursor dot begins moving from
your town 1n the direction you selected, while your gas gauge
shows your fuml being used up. You can use the S and D keys ko
change direction. If you get close anough (dependlng on the akill
lavel you selected) befora your fuel runs out, tha cursor will
stop, the motor revs down, and you will be shown the cost of the
fue) expsnded and your remsining bank balance. I[f your fusl runs
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out to soon, you will glide to the nearest alrport and you must
than set your direction froa that point and try to reach your
original destination. Howevar, 1f you wers too far from any
alrport when your gas tank ran dry, you will be returned to your
homa town and will be assessed repalr costas.

Once you have reached your first destinstion and said goodbys to
your fresloading friands, you will than be randomly offerad fares,
at prices depanding on distancs, from that point to another city:
You have the option to refuse offers, at » cost of $2.00. If you
can fly to that point with a wiaimsum of mansuvering, the fare will
nore than cover the cost of fuel, and you will make money - plus
an occasional tip.

Thare are too many other features to describa here. The prograa
comes with four pages of printed documsntation, and the disk
varsion includes three additional files, which can be nerged in,
to add many more cities or to convert the progras for uae with a
Joyatick.

At the handicap and askill lavel K 7 which Don set for ae as
defaults, T found that [ was able to atay ahead of Lhe game by
reafusing nost fares except cosstal cities and then cruising along
ths coast until the alrport radar picked me up and brought ae in.
Trying to find Kansas Ctty or Cheyanna on that black stlhousits
sap would be very difficult without consulting a regular map - and
in doing so, you would learn a great deal about the relative
location of citiaas.

This is a commercial program, not falrware, and it is customized
for esach purchager. The price 1as $15 for the disk veralon, $§20
for the cassette version. To get an order fora, on wiich you can
spacify your own default optlons, write to Don Shorock, P.0. Bax
501, Great Bend KS 67330.

WHY SHOULD YOU LEARN
T0 PROGRAM?

By Jim Peteraon

Why should you learn to program? To make monsy? No way! [f yoh
could write a program to guarantes world peace, eliminate huager
and cure AIDS, you couldn®t make money aelling 1t to the Tl world!

Why should you learn to prograa? To contribute something te the
TI world? OK, but don't expect any thanka! Contributing a
program te the Tl public dosain Is like dropping a pebble into a
botsonleas dry well — you will never hear a splash, not even a
thud.
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¥hy nhould you learn to prograsw? Because nc ona has written the 3
prograw you nesd? Well, now you have a good ressont Since there NOTICE

15 nelther monsy nov racognition In prograsaing, tha progranners Informati

tend to writs what they feal 1ike writing, not wvhat you want them 7 of our kngzlgg::flﬂ;?ngorzggl:sdin accurate and true to the best

to write. . ars not necessarily that of thenﬂigfé:;::’Q;fPPCSUSG in TtdB:its
ers.

. We welcone

Why should you learn to progras? For one reagon, becauss I know elsewher Art any
that you would like te sake some changes in the prograss thet you e as long as credit ts given to the‘:::;o:.:n:. reprinted
‘uws frequently. 1 knovw that, becauss the only feedback 1 ever get S newsletter
ts [roa people who wish that | would change this or thatt You ROUP
reslly wouldn't have te lesarn very such to chsnge colors, add or
atlence & basp or Aa burp, output to disk instead of printer, otc.,

oplnlons/corrections from cur resaders

INFO .

Visttors and potent
1al msabers »a
T1Dbits while they decide tf thoywa::.::.JglgrE:ol:;TT;nzf h)
onJg.

atc. i On the top of
your label 18 & cod
ne a. A Y
Beyond that, unraveling someons sls¢'s coda can be tricky and B ans 3 free lliat, UG means user grou medns you sre a mesber, N
\ eside tha Y 13 » date 9 p and S msans a busin
frustrating Cend 1 pity anyone who tries to unravel wy code!) A dollar algn C$) + one year from that date your 4 LI
Often | find 1t easler to just rewrits the basic ides in my own due on the labsl w111l indicats that youru:lu are due.
1 ues are

The llbrary is o
Rt orhe pen only lo membars.
Nail .dd!:lgzrt é:b;ary acceas iz $2 for thoL}?;:Iyd}:;t h
hocber anr A sk — max of 5 diaks per month. Order ;ndd‘I for
o oy e meetings, library access ts FREE If Y et |
rs or $1 per disk for our disks S-nso:ITXCh:Tge
. na

order library re
quasts t '
correspondenca to group :d;::::fi‘n 3 address! Send dues and

way-

1f you do wodify sonsone's program, planss put a note on the title
acresn, or at lesst in a REM, that you did so - and unlesa you are
very sure that you have not introduced a bag, don’t distribute
your version! Programsars do not 1iks to bs blamed for other
people’s mistakes, and the sales of good prograus have heen ruinsd
by the bad reputation resulting from pirated, modiFled and bugged

coples. CATL.ENDAR
MEETINGS:  Sept
But, the real reason for learning to prograsa - 1t'a fum, 1t’s wos ptesber 20, Octaber 18, No
challenging, 1t’s creative! There 1a womething very satiafying : KSHOPS: September 22, October 27 C#:;-g::u:g. Eer Thursday!)
about getting an ides to make ths computer do somsthing it has = yi)
never dona Cas far as you know!} and then succaeding Ln naking !t H4HR TI BULLETIN BOA
do what you want. There is a thrill in pushing the tisite of that The Midnight Hour BBS RD

obwsolete tiny TI pea brain just s little bit Farther. 30G0/1200/2400/9600 Hayes 301-7383-99A07

Dial 735-9980 from Heaphis area for toll free 11
There ara those who prefar to exercise their creastivity with the catl.
soldering lron, those who can plug in chips and soup up = Nodel T
computer to run like a Ferrari. 1 regard thes with awe and

wondernent, and 1’wm glad they are eround. Wikthout them, [ Hid-South 9% Users Group

ot havs my RaaDisk, and my equipnent wouldn't get repaired. P.0O. Bax 38522
Germantown, Tn. 38183-0522

GROUP HMATLING ADDRESS

Parscnally, [ aw the ulbtmate klutz. If 1 approach sy car with a .
screvdriver, all Four tires go Flat. MHy ons feeble attempt to LLIBRARY ADDRESS
repalr ay P-Box rmsulted tn fallure, axpenss and enbarrassment.

i But, without having mora than a fsint idea what goes on beneath David Ferguson

3377 Cratghton Ave.

[ that keyboard, 1 heve leernad to punch the keys Ctwo right fingars
and 3 left thumb) and crests hundreds of programs and routines Hewmphts, TN 38118
which have given wme a great deasl of satiefaction. ; — -
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I 1t’s been fun?! You should try tt sometime.

- NAME

| -

| gnnnzss L1 $15.00 FaKILY

P w'«éﬁnc_z_;_____ T i $10-00 JINIOR Cunder 192
1: : INTERESTS

i EQUIPHENT, £1C.

Detach and wall with check payable to:

P.0. Box IB522, M1d-Sauth 99 Users Group,

Germantown, Tn, 38183-0522.
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