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Bresident’'s Page

We are off to o rooaring start far the summer. A computer class
began June 15 with twelve participants. UWe gll orrived with our
equipment aond lots of extansion cords. The interest is still strong
for learning about home computers. All oges are joining in the
search for more information.

Dur involvement in a Computer Fair for User’'s Groups was well
received ot the last meeting. A much oppreciated group of volunteers
signed a list to work in our booth. Forum 303 Mall is the ploce to
be on June 239. Open from 10 AM to B8 PM. OGerry Myersa is taking the
lead ond will set up for the club. Anyone who con, please come hy
and add some voices to the group thaot will be thera.

Do we haove anyone with the time and the expertise to use the
bulk mail service? We ore searching for someone to prepare the
newslettaer for the mail ond toke it to the Post OFfice. Flease caoll
me if you would like to know more about this post.

Don Bynum will be our guest at the July meeting. He will be
selling TE1200 and FORTI. Harry Littlejohn ona Blaine Randal from TI
Swop may Jjoin Don. 1t aoppears we will have a colorful and
interesting program.

1 om still woiting for o reply to my letter to GRAPHX. I asked
for a price list fFor a lorger order. I hope by the next meeting we
will know the exoct price thnt we will have to pay.

Congraotulotions teo Helen Cook fFor winning the TI-WRITER.

Jo Lambert

E2 T2 YT 2 223 2 2 222 L 2 L L L L L L bl

N H USER U
Minutes, June B, 138S

President Jo Lambert caolled the meeting to order. Treasurer
Charles Bothman gave o financial report thot showed $583.35 in the
group’'s account.

President Lombert reminded anycne who borrows disks from the
library to not leave them in hot cors this summer.

Treasurer Bathman said a new memhers orientotion meeting will be
held June 18 ot the Flight Sofety Building at Bell Helicopter. This
meeting will be used to acguaint users with their peripherals - how
to connect them, how to use them, etc. Starting time will be 7 p.m,

Goyle Foster will teach Bosic classes this summer, aond will need
ot least 12 to be able to hold classes. All ages aore invited to
these claosses. Gayle, who teoches computer literocy ot Colleyville
Middle School said there will be six meetings of two hours sach from
10 a.m. until! noon. Dotes are June 15, 22, 29, July 6, 20 and
Aug. 3.
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There was o drawing for o Tl-Writer and Helen Cook wan,

Bothman said thot Forth documentation still is available for
$10.

President Lombert reminded everyone that former Tler Don Bynum
will be the guest next meeting and will be selling several programs
os well as commenting on the S3/4A.

After o buy, swop and sell session, a demonstrotion was given of
GRAHPX, o progrom written by two Austroliacns and being offered for
30 if Five buy it. The program is similar to Super—-Sketch, except
it offers many more fectures, including o 200M, a sove to disk and c
print option. Bathman said he would check with the cuthors on o
better price if mere members wanted the program.,

Member Jim Stewcrt reloyed his experiences of visiting two
diskette manufocturers, ond paossed on information about making
"Flippies.” He soid he waos warned that when o single-sided diskette
is Flipped to use both sides, that any dirt particles collected by o
pad on the inside will be dislodged if the diskette spins the other
way .

Stewart also gave a demonstraticon of o grophics definition
program written by Al Gaber, and said the program CHARODEFREV would be
in our library. '

Robert Wessler demonstrated his Trivio 89er game, pitting four
teams against each other. This Freeware olso is in the library.

Welloce Horrison, owner of A-Z2 printing compony in Irving
offered some tips on using Star printers. ‘

President Lombert then adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Charles Clines, Secretary

I
by LeRoy Thompson

when 1 bsgan the search for a replacement GROM port connector, I
didn't expect toc encounter ony greot problem. Howsver, I have besn
unable to locate any locally. There ore many connectors with
gold-plated contocts listed in catologs. But they are gll special
order which involves o minimum buy. I was also olerted to another
technical problem. When a connector with gold contocts is soldered
to a tin-plated circuit troce a phenomena known aos gold migration
begins and it ends in corrosion. It aoppears now that this project
will be dropped. It is suggested that you follow the advice of
Richard Roberts in his TI column on STARTEXT. He suggests that you
order Part No. 1049693-1 ( $5.84) from Texos Instruments Dealer
Ports, PO Box 53, Lubbock, TX 79408. This will hopefully get you the
complate sub-assembly that you need For dependable cortridge
connections,
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I have ore of the new Myarc 128K cards on aorder now. I om
eagerly looking Forwaord to its increased fectures., The ideg of
hbaving hoth a printer spooler ond a RAM disk at the same time is
intriguing. I have heen told thot the printer spogoler function works
only an the serial ports if you have a CorComp double density disk
controller. The 128K cord is also supppnsed to have o receptacle for
gxternaol powsr to preserve the information on tha RAM disk. A
Feoture such as this could make the cord much more useful. This will
all have to be confirmed later.

There are many rumors circuloting now. The best is thot the NEW
COMPUTER will sea the light of doy ond wa moy ha nhla to purchose one
in the foll. There are so many technically-oriented rumors that you
can have almost any configuration of computer that you con imegine.
Lotest stories are that it will be o 128K maochine [expcndaoblel. It
will hove an BOBB {1BM]) co-processor option. It will have graphics
info remotely stored in memory ond colled by a DSR which will give
more effective memory in mony situations. It will of course have a
Super XH and maybe even o REAL compiler. (It will also have o 4A
compatible mode and will moke extensive use of the PEB. Let’s all
keep our fingers crossed thot nothing de-rails this troin and that we
can celebraote this Christmas with o compatible upgrode For our 4A’'s.

- Rumors from the CorComp direction: they plan to gnnounce some
new products in July [thot’s aolmost nowl. First is their version of
a P-code cord. Then there is another miniaturized multi-function
unit. It is supposed to have the functions of clock, calendar, B4K
printer buffer and have room to insert the guts of o spesch
synthesizer. This could be an interesting product depending on the
price.

Wwhile on the subject of rumors, relicble sources indicote Lhat
Personal Peripherocls, mokers of SuperSketch, moy be in bankruptcy.
Somsone told me that he had called them to ploce an order, and was
told by an accountant that they no longer monufacture angthing. I
myself hove tried to contoct Steve Roubik, but his phone hos been
disconnacted. We’ll just have to wait and see if they will try to
moke a come back.

There is o new concept of software distribution coming to the TI
scene. | tolked with Don Thomson of M & T Utilityware recently. I
will hit only the high points of his plan for fear of not getting it
right prior teo his announcement. The new approach is caolled
Shareware (thot's not Freewore). You are still encouroged to make
cvopies of the disk programs and distribute them to friends. The
difference now is that you clsc encouroge your friends to register
their copies {(probably %$20) with your number attaoched. This
ragistration fFee will buy you updates (of which there ore somal and
your own registration number so that you, too are now o distributor.
At this point, the originator will rebote (probaobly $5) to the person
whose number waos used in registering. This rebote will extend to the
second tier. As you con see, this sounds like a Shtklee pyromid in
the making--however, it reportedly has worked well with minor
variations on other computers. Don stated that all of his current
customers will receive their registeration numbers and an explanation
soon.
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VIEW TCHMA
by LeRoy Thompson

When I purchased o copy of SketchMate by Amerisoft Internotional
1 eagerly looked forward to the use of it. At First I had a few
problems looding it and getting o response from it. After trying
pgein and moyhe o little hit of reading it seemed to work OK.

This softwore pockoge requires memory expansion, disk drive,
widget and the Super Sketch. Use of E/A, MiniHem or Extendsed BASIC
is required to lood the prograom. I used E/A to load it. 1 wos
immediately greeted with o title screen which greotly resembled the
title screen of Super Sketch except it said Sketch Mote and prompted
me; switch to the Super Sketch position on the Widget. At that point
I could use the Super Sketch normelly to drow, Fill, clear, and
trace. When I was ready to sove the new screen to disk, the Sketch
Mate come into play. You bring up 'Mote’ by going to a SS menu,
select SHOW and hold down the LIFT key on SS. While holding the LIFT
key, you press 'S’ on the keyboard to save the screen to disk. You
are then prompted for a Filenome on a line at ths bottom of the
screen. After entering the filenoms, the screen is saved in two
files in memaory image format (PROGRAM). The fFirst contains the
imagery ond the second contains the color info. The second file is
nomed the same aos the first with the lost chorocter’s ASCII code
incremented.

The procedure for loading a screen from disk is the some except
that 'L’ is used in place of 'S’'. When you haove everything just
right, you con then call up the screen dump section. If is aolso
aceessed in o similar mamner by using o 'P'. This screen dump is
double size ond includes color weighting via patterns. This means
that o red area prints cut with a different texture pottern than does
a yellow orea. You care given caopability to chonge the printsc noms
and the shading patterns.

1 thought thot now would be a good time to traonsfer some of the
old Super Sketch screens saved on cassette to disk. [ have had some
more ortistic friends to draw for me and I soved it on tope. Well I
lnnded Sketrch Mote, hrought up Super Sketch ond loaded the tape files
to put Garfield on the screen. And there he was! Now toc sove it to
disk. I called up SHOW, selected it, and held LIFT while pressing
'S’, NOTHING happened. It was just os if Sketch Mote hod veporized.
This was mystifying. I tried it ogain with the some results. I
tried it on another computer system with the some results, [ tried
it ogoin using the drow then save agpproaoch--It Worked! This was even
more mystifying.

Well, 1 didn't know anybody ot AmeriscfFt International so 1
contocted Steve Roubik, the original author of Super Sketch. Yes, he
had heard of Sketch Mate cond hod even helped them test it. He did
concede that he had never tested it exoctly as I hod. He contocted
tha outhor of Sketch Mote and they consulted. Within o couple of
days, he colled bock with an esxplanation. When Super Sketch invokes
the cossette lood routine, it disables the keyboard. - AFter that, it
has no use for the keyboord, therefore it remains discbled. The
Sketch Mate writers were working on a patch to get around this
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problem. In the spoce of nominally two months, I have heard nothing
ond I am beginning to question the value of my purchase.

In summory, Sketch Mate does everything it promises to. It just
doesn’'t do those things you would normally expect to be thrown in
without mention. Such as: there is no compatibility between tape and
disk with in the program. IF these limitotions ore suitable to you,
then it is o recommended purchaose.
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F —u !
by Gary Fuquay

A couple of month’s ago I wrote aon articla on printer control
thru the TI-WRITER, I did not include it in the newsletter because
it would not print thru the formatter due to the control codes in it.
Instead ! put it in the club library in o File called XLIT/DOC.

Some of you do not like to use TI-WRITER because of the
windowing feature, and the line numbers, and hoving to type in format
commonds For each lstter. 1'm here to tell you, there’'s on edsler
way! To eliminate the scrolling window, goc to the Command mode and
use the TAB commond. Set your right hand margin to 38. Now go to
the Edit mode and use FCIN O to turn off the line numbers. Therel
Now you will be oble to see everthing you type without that
bothersome scrolling window.

Now, on to the format commands. This pesky little prohlem is
really very simple to eliminate. You can make o ‘heoder file’ of
format commands thot you often use and sove them to disk in a file
named ’'Format’, or, whotever you wish. For example, ond I am going
to use o colon instead of the period in this exaomple, for obvious
reasans.

:FI

LM B6;RM 72

;IN +32

John Doe

120 Roundtree Rd.
Ft. UWorth, Tx. 70000

June 19, 1985

:IN +0

Dear Sirs,

(IN +5

:IN +32

Regaords, {or anuy closingl
John Doe

Now, sove this to disk, aond when you get reody to write a
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letter, Jjust lood it into the editor. Go to the line with :IN +0,
enter Inmsert mode, type in the name and address of the personls] you
are sending it to. Go to the line with :IN +32, enter Insert mode
ond type in the body of your letter. This may seam a little
complicoted at First, but it's really very easy to use.

IF you have any questions, please write them down ond send them
to me, I will try to answer them in the next edition.

Happy TI-WRITING!
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The Following Good News comes to us courtesy of Chuck Mansfield,
and Good News it is indeed. Chuck hod o conversotion with Lou
Phillips, president of Myarc, on 6/20/85. This is the essence of
that conversation.

Lou was very Friendly ond open during the entire conversation.
He said thot the Financing was settled for the new computer 6-14%, ond
he was ready to staort production. He doesn’t know how many units
they will moke, but they should hove ssverol thousand machines out by
Ehristmas. He does not have the GPL From TI, and will use their ouwn.
None of the computer will reside in the Expansion Box. It will have
128K RAM, expocndable to S12K, and will have on optional IBM
co-processor. It will reaod MS~-D0S and TI disk formots., It will not
hove an IBM Graphics caord, for the grophics can be duplicated thru
software. The grophics will not be memory resident, it will be
called thru a DSR. This will free memory spoce when graphics are not
in use. He Hos tuwp business programming firms who ore interested in
producing business software such as o spreodsheet and word processor.
They hove requested o mochine to start prototypes. He will maoke an
grnnouncement in September or October and the mochine will be in
production at thet time. He still hos no ideao of the price for the
machine.

Since the CES show, they have made significant modifications to
the keyboord to moke it even better. You con now place the keyboord
- in wyour lap. It is about the some size as in the 93/4A. It will
have "windowing and multi-tasking” much like the MAC. It will all be
compotaoble and very powerful. Also, the Myarc DSOD cord will be
compctable with the new machine. They will announce cnother product
early next year which will he self explanatory.(7?)

He showed o new product at the CES show called XBRSICZ2, a
cartridge which does the some things as the TI XBASIC ond much more.
It hos o compiler to mochine language, but it must he used with the
MYARC 12BK card.

Marketing will be done through their normal distribution
channels such aos the big mail order houses and local deolers. They
will have a large dealer base.

Our thanks to Chuck For this encournging news. I krnow that he
will continue to keep us posted on the latest developments as he
receives them.
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