I
c
s
w
d
-
m
o
>
n
-]
(-3
=
wn
[ %)

1S xoa od
ONOH wgg L3N

£§ "ON LINY3d

n

-qgivd -

JOVIS0d 'S
Alvd AIN8

e

net99er news

MHEWSLETTER OF THE HNHORTHEAST
TRRRANT COUNTY T1 9299~-4RA USERS GROUFP

voL. & NO.9 DECEMBER 1988

NEXT MEETING:
SATURDAY

JANURRY 7 th

At the Horth Richlawd Hills
Community>» Center on Loor 820
and Rufe Snow Drive.

at 9230 RA.M.

HOMIHATIONS AND ELECTIONMS
WILL EE HELD AT THIS MEETING!!

PLEASE TRY TO ATTEND!!

The revieaws: avaluations and orinitons
contained in articles inw this news-—
letter are the author’s own and do not

jreflect the views of the NET99ER HCUG.




***** Presidents Chit-Chat ---

I hepe that everyone had a mice Christmas and all of veu received some of
that hardware and software you have been dreasing about these last few months.
I verified and have paid for the extra hour we voted for at the last meeting,
50 w2 can have gquestions answered and instructions explained during this extra
hour. Bring your computer problems and tne experts will try to put youw on the
right track. If has been a pleasure being your president for the past year.
I an looking forward te assusing the Meabership Chiirean pusition for the mext
year and attesding as aany seetings as pessible. Eill Duncan, President

In the cosing year our club must do sose new things to make the sestings
meaningful to all. 1 will outline the job of Program Birector for everybody
in the clud end HOFE that someone will volunteer for the position. # PD does
nothing aore than select a program that meabers have expressesd an interest in
and select nother mesber whi is well versed in that progras and plan a
deaonstration for the rest of the club. This can be any program or hardware
project that will help get sore sesbers and prospective sembers to cose to the
seetings. It can generally be hindled at the aeeting. A fe phone calls to

tollow up and check the person who is doing the demn to see if he/she is ready

tor the mesting or you say wish to assist. Our club needs aore meaher
.participation. Now is the time for you to volunteer for this easy position.

I'11 drag the IBM clone keybuard to the aeeting again and maybe soae will

get the chance to play with it. Tom Callins - Editer
=== Menhership Report —--
e have one new meaber this month:
Joe Torres
4516 Hewuman
Fort Worth, T 74117
RENEWALS

Brent Cooper
Calvert Koather

Ioe Torres has volunteered to be our sew lending librarian, This is the
kind of aeaber our club needs and the officers like to see. [One who joins and
steps right in to help the club and all the sesbers! Hats off to Joe Torres
and a hearty thanks to the oeabers who have renewed. - Ken Dominiec

aane
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Have vou ever been to a computer wsers’ group meeting where you felt that
there was @ distinct division - those that have the knowlzdge and those #ho
don’t? ALl too often, it seems that those that have it semm to think they were
born with it and don’t have the time nor the motivation to share it with those
low-life ‘have-nots*. Please rest assured of. one thing...there is no such
division in the MET 99ER group. Those that have the knowledge are absolutely
bent on sharing that knowledge, Just pay us a visit...we’ll do our very best
to share as much information a5 we can on the wondrous things you can do  with
tre magical machine we know as the "TI 99/48". 1 am convinced that, givan
encugh time, you could make this Little *baby" da everything but walk the dig
tand I'm working os that one!) You really have to see it to believe it - our
little orphaned competer can stili rum circles around a great number of the
machines on the market today. Come and zee us. Me're anzious to thare and to
help you and your 47 become close friends. -- Phillip Thappell --

The club started with $325.37 in the coffers and with a  $551.00 deposit
it looks like we are doing great, however we had expenses of $140.17 and we
kave ordered seven modeas (which tame in) and we owe $455,00 for them, also we

-will have to pay for the Horizon Ram Disk parts in Jan., but until we do re

have a balance of $738.05 which does look real geed... Le2 [eForest

A new iold} idea to help boost the treasury has been suggested by our own
Phillip Chappell. We will have at each meeting a raffle of come of the items
left over from the BBS sale. Theee items include:s game  cartridges,
hoae/business cartridges, blank diskettes (used hut guod), & diskette storage
box with a lock, a cauple of different type power supplies, an external dish
drive case/power supply, a 71 console, teo external keyboards built by Leroy
Thempson, a couple of drives (S550). #ell you get the idea, 14 there is
anything that anyone would like to donate for the club FCTIVE meober raffla
please contact the guy who hauls the stuff around for the group,  Namely M
the newsletter editer. The scenaris goes 1ike this: each raffle will of
towse require different tickst prices {obviously we can’t offer fifty cen
tickets for things like the consele can we?) for the items. These ticket
prices will aot exceed $5 but will require a minisum amount of tickets to  be
sold, so we can at least pay for them and show a profit for the club. Some
tickets will be as little as 4 for a dollar. Come on folks, lets give this
projrae 3 try! The current HRD purchase is not included in the rafflp. - Ton
Lollins -

=¥=3->-3-3 Wanted'!! Someone to demo FLUS! {-¢~(-{-(-
I really want to learn more about this grogram disketts and be able Lo
setip my own custom tesplate. Can any bedy give us a Demp?
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TE-WRITER MELP: EDITOR
by Tae Kennedy LIS ID8 74176,774

Now I want to caver the Text Foraatter, which prints out the dorument.
Most importantly, the special syabols, called Foraat Copmands, that the
formatter uses to alter the print-out of the docueent, which are installed in
the Text Editor. In other words, you put these comsands into the text when
you write it and as the formatter comes across thea it changes the test
accordingly but doesn’t actuaily print the symbols. There are sit groups of
formatter commands that are all applied in a similar manner. All comnands
wist be in caps and must be on a line that starts with a period. Text
limension coamands, as the name iaplies, move or shape the words in the
focument imargins, linespacing, right justify, etc.} )

FI 2 FILL @ PUTS AS MANY WDRDS ON A LINE AS WILL FIT.

NF : ND FILL : CANCELS FILL, .

«AD t ADJUST : ALIGNS THE TEXT TC THE LEFT AND RIGHT NARGING.

.NA : ND ADJUST: CANCELS ADJUST,

LN n ; LF MARGIN: SETS LEFT WARGIN TO "n®.

-RM n s RT MARGIN: SETS RIGHT MARGIN TD *n’.

«IN 0 : INDENT : CREATES AN AUTO-INDENT FRON LEFT MERGIN.

L5 n+ LINE 5P : SETS LINE SPACING 70 "n"® LINES.

FL n ¢ PG LENETH: DEFINES NUMBER OF LINES TO A PAGE.

«BP : BEGIN P6 : DEFINES FIRST LINE OF NEW PAGE.

Internal Format commands coatral the spacing of characters on a line.

o8P n z SPACE : SIMILAR TO THE TAB FUNCTIOM, ‘

«LE n z CENTER : CENTERS NEXT *n" LINES BETNEEN MARGINS.

Highlighting comsands contrel functions such as underline or bold end
allow you te redefine characters to use thee to send CTRL codes to the
printer. .

A : REQUIRED : JOINS WORDS TOGETHER WHEN REGUIRED TO PREVENT SPLITTING IN

t SPACE : REFDRMATING, UNDERLINE, ETC.

+ UNDERLINE: (UNDERSCDRE! UNDERLINES ALL TEXT FOLLONING UNTIL NEXT PACE.

¢ BOLL : (OVERSTRIKE) RETYPES FOLLOWING TEXT FOUR TINES,

«TL xx: TRANSLITERATE : ALLOWS REASSIGNMENT OF ONE CHARACTER 10 REPRESENT
A NUMBER OF CHARACTER VALUES TG SEND CODES TO THE PRINTER,

-CO t + COMMENT : SIMILAR TD REM IN BASIC--ALLOWS NOES THAT EDNT PRINT.

Page identification commands print notes in the upper or lawer corner af
each page, either headers or footers,

(HE t : HEADER : PRINTS TEXT (t) AND PAGE NUMBER AT TOP OF EACH PAGE,

.FO t : FODTER : PRINTS TEXT (t) AND PAGE NUNBER AT BDITOM OF EACH PAGE,

PR 1 PAGE # : RESETS PAGE NUMBER IN ,HE AND .FD

File managesent commands

oIF £ ! INCLUDE FILE : MERGES A FILE TO PRINT A DOCUNENT TO0 LARGE FIR
ONE FILE,

Mail Merge option comeands are used to supply values to the variables in
d letter that has been set up for the mail merge option

ML :MAIL LIST @ IDENTIFIES VALUE FILE ¢F) FOR BAIL LIST.

tn% :VARIABLE : INSERTED IN TEXT AS VARIABLE FOR ASSIGNMENT FROM VALUE

FILE, .DP r:t:DISPLAY : PRONPIS DSING TEXT "t" 0 ASSIEN TO VARIABLE #nt
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~out to various individuals, maybe a resume’.

The use of these comeands in your text is what separates the word
processor from @ typewriter, They allow you to get the mest ot of ymur
printer. 5o, now you’ve written your document, and inserted all the forsat
tomeands, now how do you print it out? First, save the dotument and exit  the
Text Editor. At the title sesy, select Text forwatter, (sake sure the progras
disk is in the drive) and the screen will blank with the prompt “ENTER INPUT
FILENAME®. Enter the name of the file you just saved, (ex. DSKL.MYFHLE) and
hit enter, MHext, the propt "ENTER PRINT DEVICENAME® appears after the file
is loaded. If you use a serial printer, the device name would be FS232,BA=xkx
with xxx being the baud rate. If you’re using a parallel printer, the device
nane is Pl0.  Alsy, you sust add either .CR or .LF to the end of the devize
name, This tells TI-Writer whether your printer will handle the carriaje
return or the line feed. Check your printer manual and the TI-Writer eanual
in detail to find out which you use. The next prospt is 'USE MAILING LIST",
If you aren’t printing "fore létte[s" just kit enter to sccept the defaullt of
B (WD), WNext is "WHAT PAGE{S)? <ALL:. If you want to print the whole
drcument, accept the default for all pages. Otherwise, you can print any of
tre pages or groups of pages, The prompt "NUMBER OF COPIES: 1" tells how many
cepies of each page are to be printed. The last prompt is "PAUSE AT END OF
PPGE? N*. The main purpose of this function is if you are using separate
sheets of paper it will stop and wait for you to align the next sheet. #ow,
about the Mailing List Dption. Let’s say you’ve wrilten ¢ form letter to send
You srite the letter like
ncraaly but when you come to & name or address or somethirg that will rhange
with each letter, you put in its place a variable in the fore of i, wheren

" is a nuaber to identify the order. So instead of starting off with:*Dear Mr.

anrith you would have "Dear Nr. 12" and so on. when you're ail through with
your letter, save it and purge the memory. Now vou must create what is called
a Value File, whith is your mailing list where TI-Writer will draw the
veriables from. A value file consists of a list values t¢ be inserted into
the letter, listed ane to a line, preceded by the nunber of the variable and
ending with a carriage return syabol. GSroups of values aust be separated by a
line with just an aslerisk and a carriage return. For example:

| John Saith

2 123 STREET

3 Seattle, WA

H

1 Jane Doe

2 456 STREET

3 Seattle, WA

At the top of your letter you insert the ML f comrand where f equals the
tilename of your value file, Ofter selecting the mailing list option the
corputer will use this cosmand to fill in the variables. If thers is no .HL
comsand in the letter then when you are prompted for "MAILING LIST NAME:™ you
supply the filenase. This allows vou to call on a number of files for
different groups. Another way to insert values is to use the Define Promgt
cormand.  Kith this command you do wot insert a LML comand calling a vale
file and instead you insert lines containing the format: .DP n:t - where n 5
th: number of the variable and t is the prompt test. Now, when vou rome to
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the prompt "USE NATLING LIST?® you select *N" for NO and as the document is
frinted when a variable is encountered the printing stops and the text you
those appears on the screen asking you for  the appropriate value, B you
don’t include a *.DP n:t" comsand in your text, the computer responds with
"ENTER DATA FOR VARIABLE tnt" and it can get confusing trying to remesber
shich item you're on. This method is handy for Ietters which you only mant to
print one copy at different times to different pecple. Let me tell you, this
is why I bought a computer. I'® sure we all went through that period of tiae
before buying a computer when we would ask: *what am } guing to use 2 coapuler
for, anywsy?". Well 1 decided there sere two things I wanted to do: 1) Store
files of data (recipes, albums, etc.) and 2) Use ay computer as a typewrjter.
1 didn’t kaow about TI-WRITER when I bought the 99/4A, but now I know that 1
mide the best choice possible, 1 hope you will all find TI-WRITER as easy to
use and as powerful as I have, If you have any questions, 1°11 de ny best to
help. Tom Kennedy

----- Horizon Ramdisk Card Purchase Planped ----- )

Well folks our'very own James Crosson has planned 3§ qroup purchase of the
newest Horizon Raadisk Card through Bud Mills Services. These cards can be
had for the ridiculoss low price of $30 each. e must have a ainigum of 5
tards to make this purchase from Bud Mills., Two have bees sold already, so if
yett wanted to get started on the road to better computing now is the time,
NOTE these cards are bare and require the parchase of ALL parts needed to
build a Ramdisk of your choice in size. Take it from ae this Expansion af
your computer will really make you never want to go back! Contact James at the
meeting or at home (when you can catch hin) at 498 8746,

We all need those little strips for some programs and everybody has a
custom set, right? Well if you don’t then turn the page and check these out,
Perhaps there is something vou can use, These sre reproduced from the Ninety
Rirers of Vancouver frea (N.DLV.A.) Graup newsletter.

----- Local BBS Musbers --——-

TI-NET 581 1421
Orphan Board -----ws---memmuoe 201 T446
Flug Texiink -------------— 214 263 Th48
99er Connzction ---=m----- b 214 233 1750

- Proposed Amendment to Article 4 -
- to the Net99sr User Group Constitution -

The purpose of this amendment is to clarify the words "active aeaber’,

An active amember shall he someone who attends half plus ene of the
apetings they are eligible for By their seabership for that year.
Example: If a person joing the club in January and attends 3 out of 4 ar

& out of 11 seetings, etc. ‘
Grandfather Clause: Be that any meaber at the time of enacteent shall be

considered to have attended all of the seetings up to that weeting froa fiae
of nembership.

Buring the club mesting held this January 7th, nominations #ill be taker
$roz the floer for club officers. FPlease record your choice below and returs
to the person who will be tallying vetes at the mesting.

Presidest

Vice Prestdent

Becretary

Treasurer ‘ _

nang &



