gsRams 11
9948

LURPeTER
WEERS BRUEP

OSHTI
LAST NONTH S U5HT1
DEETING:

[

Thanks to Eaw we

The 0et. ameeting was well attended,
were well looksd after.

iinge the Blue Jave were playing that night, there was
sule hesitation in staying late,

The Disk of the Honth featured disk utility proaramses.

There were several copy disk programmes, at least one of
which really required a formatied disk before doing the
copying. As we can all appreciate now, copying goes  much
faster with {we drives. We wiil have to get Rav set up
_with his second drive in the near future.
.. The programme, FPAG6E PRO PAGE COMPOSER (see aore
detailed review below) was demoed to show the use of the
mouse. An afditional prosrasmse (CLIPIXN} which allowed the
‘eropping® of laree pics was also demoed.

Tos showed that the siidina blook puszle was solvabls,
éven though “#e" needed 52 moves rather than the winiaunm
26. Oh well, practice wakes perfect.

¥e received 3 ietter from Mike Wrisht in Hew Hampshire.
He and two others are workina on the TI esulator. I have
included some excerpts from this lenaihy letter detailing
what the future holds,{5EE p.8).

Agzin, the weather proved to be (OK.
eontinues. -

The next meeting will be at Bob Youna's house, Hov.
18th, =0 check the map for datails, anks Boek for
agreeing %o host the meeting. This will be our first
meeting in the HEST,

Hope our luck

SALE

There are sevaral szystams for
assorted. goodies,

sale alons with their
Hopefully, these will be on display at
the Hov. 18th meeting. One system has 2 doubla drives,
R3Z32, and 32K of memcry, while the other has a single
drive, but the drive is double-sided ¢ not the standard TI
drive),

If you are interested in a second system, this will be
3 gcod time to get another ome in time for Christmas,

Hopefully, we oan find a home for these ayztens.

0SHTI

KRUARTHA SOLVES
POSTAL MASTERYI

The mystery has been zolved. In Sepfember I had te ac
to wy postal station 1o pick something up, It was x
newsletter addressed to MI fros WE. Sosehow, the latter
had had its address sticker carefully cut off and b 34
address put on the front. It cost me $8.85 1o aget it
back. I thowsht that this was a cruel trick for ang
newsletier editor 5o I dide't say  arything abeut it
before, It was one of the Canadian mailings so ne blaning
it on our neigshbours %o the seuth. Nell, I think that the
»ystery has been soived. :

In the Hov YANARTHA rewsletter, there iz a note abput
thens HOT RECEIVING the SEPT OSHTI rewslatter. 5o I guess
that this was theirs, I will send thew hoth this month.
Yes, it will cost us more, but they’re worth it; =h, Phil
ard &len and Dick and ...,

Come to think of it, HOWCUX the Kawartha club ic iosing
g0 many memhers to other locations acress ihe country 7

First it was Mike Durn to Kincardine, then John Baal to
the Ottawa wvalley and now Beb Tisdale to B.C. Is there
sostthing in the air in PeterPATCH az John called it 2
Haybe it was the meetings at the Pelice station, The
pelice encouraged Fhil to 'bring in' new wmembers, Maybe
they were finding them positions in the ‘line-up’ and then

being idsntified as ‘RB232 sarisl® killars | Ha Haee.
thzt was a good cne eh, Fhjl !
Happy READTHG Guys.
Ton.
N0V. INDEX
POSTAL MYSTERY........1 HEW MEMBER ?...........4
PAGE PRO COMPOSER..... 2 GREAT RECIPES.......... 8

THE SMARTZ (RGAHIZER..3 ASGARD’S "FIRST LRAFT".8

ASGARD 128X CARB......4 ASGARD‘'S "128X C4RD"...7

HY.PREDICTIOES ........ 4 TI EMULATGR ON IBM.....3
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HEWSLETTER

NEUSLETTER PRODUCTION
-PRGE PRD LODPOSER 1

1 hepe  you nsticed  that last month's newsletter was
DIFFEREHT in format from our usual ane.

The first four pages were done using +he rew PAGE TRO
PACE COMPOSER  programme written Yy Chris  Bobbitt for
BSGARY software. Chris wrote the programme in FORTEAH and
compiled it. Yes. FORTRAN. 5o it run: wery fast,

The =advantase in usins this proaramme was to increase
the amount of text per page and thus use less paper, Of
sourse, the zize of the print and graphics was smaller.

Page Composer is & well written prosramme which has 2
araphics interface J{with IL0NS Jand can be mouse of
jeystick driven, It uses a minimum of kevboard inputs,

For these who like this type of intarface, it works
very smoothly. Mosi of the ideas are very intuitive. I¢
you know how to open files then you can prouress very

RERN
BERR
L]

quickly.
I received wersion 1.81. There are a few wminor
problers with' this version. but everything works pretty

well as it should., The initial screenm aould  be
“initialized a bif better {scme initial garbage appears on
the scresn but is redefined to vield a clear lay out).
There is alzo & glitch which occurs when you iry to remgve
the last pic from the screen, I have writtan +o . Chris
about  this and no doubt he will clear this up in later
TEFZiong . ’

The yrogramme comes with a 38 page mamwal, but as I
58y, the oprosramsme is quite straisht-forward and
intuitive. Basically, what you are deing is setting up a
file and loading it with pase pre PICS. You can use up to
38 pics per page. Who would ever use this many ?

Khat makes thiz proyramse unique is that you can set up
seyeral pages at a time, This is areat For newsletters.
Tou can set yp one pase after another. The file that you
create just saves the position of the pics on that pase,
and the nusber of pages, GSo the file you make is kind of
an EXEC File,

There are ssvaral si13es For the pases that you can
choose From. For comparisenm sake. Considering that a
norszl FAGE FRO page is only 6B characters wide by BE rows
deep, the COMPASER can make the regular pase and pases 09
characters by 86 and 120 characters by 656. This is in
what iz called the PORTRAIT wode. B¢ wou can have the
regular 66, the wider 38 or the double width 128. Thus
You £an get up to Z PAGE PRO reguiar PAGES on only one
COMPOSEE PAGE using the last format.

0f course, you will need an EPSON COMPATIBLE PRINTER to
print the £ile. My printer is a STAR N¥X-1888 Rainbow and
it works Jjust fine. Since a lot of printers follow the
EPGON standards, & lot more printers {at least the newer
omes) should be compatible.

Thers is ancther MODE too. It is called the LANDSCAPE
mede, Tt allows you to print up to 93 colusns with 4&, 53

. and 48 rows. TYou oan see that this would print in a

farwat which could be used for booklets.
ds if this proarsmme were not enoush, ASGARD put in the
(SHTI

added proaramae CLIPIX by DAN GAZST. CLIPIY allows zeu to
view a large PAGE PRO PI” and CLIP and 38VE arvy  and  aiil
parts of the File. This ic a1 nice utility zince it ailows
you to view the pics that wou put tosether far  the
COKPESER fila,

CLIFIX works faster thar PAGE FRO for wicwina a file.
1% 3ay be better to use thiz for 4hat purpose pather than
using the PAGE PRO programps itseif,

CLIFIX does HGT use the mouse or foysticks but it dpes
pake use of the keys in 3 simple manner.,  Gettine « thic
prograsme ¥ac a real honus.

Gne thing that the marmal saws is £4 name your backup
disk PPFC. This is important if you are ugina ome drive
for the programme. However, (hriz does HOT 211 you how
to put this prosramme on a RAM disk ifor faster loadina).
You eould cali your ram disk PPPC if you wanted. However,
if you do a search throuwsh all of the prosrasse and
printer files for -DSK.PPEC wsing DISKD or DISKREVIEW ihen
you can virtually replace thiz name with the name of +the
Orive +that wyou have % on, 8o, I saved tke proaramses o
wy ram disk {Herizan) and chanaed the FPPC name to that of
Ry ram dizk. It works very smoathiy and faster,

Frintima is easy to do from the programms. V¥ou can
print ALL or a RANHGE of pages that iz in the Ffile. This
is what Page Pro lacked ! You could only print one pase at
a tine with page pro.

Kell, there are some inevitable drawbacks inm using this
programme. The greatest problea is in making all of your
page pro text into PICE (using F7 on Pase PRO and :zaving
the text as a PIC filed. This takes considerabie TINE i¢
Yyou are corverting a 6@ column x 66 row page. Then the
SIZE of the PIC becomes a yroblem., A full page pro page
will be about 208 gectors. If wou are wusing 368 sector
{6850 disks then you are scing to use a lot of disks for
a newsletter. Even using D3SD diskettes, it fook me 2
diskettes to save 4 pages of PICS,

Hewsietter editors wuswally don't have ermoush time %o
nake use of this system, It takes extra effort to do it
and the added time may make your newsletter come out late.
But the results are worthwhile,

If you were writing a booklet which you wapted to do 3
agod job on, then this is the ticket,

What Chris will have to do iz fisure out a faster way
of getting PAGE PRO PAGES converted to PAGE PRO PISS. The
prosranae PIX PRO seems +to be able to work fast with 2
variety of different file formats and cormwart them wvery
rapidly to other formats, maybe PIX PRO could be used to
improve this process. It sure would help.

The cost of FAGE FRO PAGE COMPGSER is $14.95 + $3.88 5
B. 7Tou wust inolude a photocopy of the PAGE PRO disk to
get it at this price, Why would you want it if you didn't
have PAGE PRO anyway?

I think this prograsme and CLIPIY
purchase., It will only improve with tinme.

By the way, there is M0 disk cataloger included in the
COMPOSER programee., This was a SPACE <32K limit) probiem.
Haybe, this will be overcome with the introduction of the
ASGARD 128K card {szee ARTICLE}.

is 3 worthwhile

Hho
93,44 7
Ton,

HOU 32 -i-

said there iz a laok of new anftware fFor the TI



NEMN PRODUCT:'PALN’
ORGANIZER -THE SHART2

Fhil

In Hay
sortable ‘palm-top’ computer-orsanizers come data bases in

Townsend and I were locking at =mall

Eadiz 5Shack at Lima Okin. #% that *ime Phil noticed that
there was litile difference in yrice between the U8 and
Canadian prices.

This GQctober, RADIO SHACK CANADA had a prome an their
new {this 1% the FIRST TIME +they have offered this
product!)  EHART2 B4K Draanizer EC-232. The cost was very
reasonable at $168 Capadiam (tax ingludedd). I have
reproduced 3 copy  of the current add which continues ta
rur throwsh Hoveaber 38 at his wery good price.

Thiz little outfit can do wordprocessime in its MENG
section, It has TWG DATR bases; one for TELEPHOME rusbers
and AIPKESSES and the ciher for  SCHEDULED  event:
{important meetinss, reminders etc,}

The MEED pad iz mot realiy z data base but it can also
be searched. The MEMO pad allows me 4o write wmemos with
up to 254 characters each, This is 8 full lines. You can
make this forder by writing shorter lines and scroll
throush the times after wyou set to line 6. Vou can of

~gourse write longer notes by writing them one  after
another and ‘chaining’ thex together,

I¥ also has & bpuilt in CALENDAR Cup to 2831) which
dicglays 2 month at 2 time. IF there ix a scheduled itew
for a mxonth ther there is a little dot beside the AX or P
of that day.

There is a built in {LOCK which osar give uou the
correct time at HOME (Toromto) and the correct time in
gach of the cther 24 time zones by citu. For example, it
is &:%85 pm Hav, 11, 1392 in Toronto as I type but it is
T:85 aM of HOV.12,1992 in HOMG KOHG.

The CLOCK circuit can zlso give you the ability to  act
a5 an alarm elock each day., It also ‘beeps’ for 26
seconds before each ccheduled event that you put in the
SCHEDULE data base, Maybe you should put the data for the
scheduler EARLIER so that wou have time t¢ aget there.
Last Friday, I was scheduled to be in Toronto at 2:88 AN
and it beeped 35 I entered the garase. I{ was then that I
realized that it was reminding me of where I had to be.

Particularly nice are the SEARCH Functions.
type in a KEY WORD and searck for it thru the MNEMO data or
thru the TELEPHOME list or thru the SCHEDULE data base or
thry ALL of them. It finds stuff really auickiy and it is
GLOBAL 50 that if you type in just a few letters, it will
find all ccocurences of them...and i% is FAST.

Uh yes, it also operates as a CALCULATOR., It doesn’t
have all the fancy caleulator stuff like COSINE and TAN
and  DIPONERTIAL, Dbut it does have a MEMORY  space.
Included in the calculator section is a UNIT CONVERTER for
both US and BRITISH equivalents. For example did you kmow
that there are 987.2 (rounded by me) ks in a US TON while
there js 1815.8% {rounded by »¢) ka in a BRITISH TON.
There are 22 conversions built in, For example, standard
human kody temperature is 27.5 Celsius. This is 99.5

" Fahrenheit degress, Yes this is correct. As you may hava
read lately the 38.0 standard was established back irn the
0SHTI

Yoy can .

1888’5, The
for 1982,

&lons with the 22 built in coenversions, there are £
PROGEANHMARLE CONVERSIONZ, I put the Canadian dollar in az
£1.27 and this sives wme 36,787 US. @r wou can epter 3000
Canadian  and set $393,70 U2, Tou can zonwert either wau,
0f course, you need the U5 doilars firct,

Hell, now that you can see what it cam do, let's take a
look at the BISPLAY SCREEN, It ic 32 characters wide.
Yes, that's wider +than +he TI screen in tks normai
Braphics amode or the TI BASIC or XBAZIC prograeaing mode,
He only hawe 28 characters, O0f caurse, there is BO COLOE!

There are 6 rows of characters giving a tetal of 132
characters on the soreen at once. Wow, that iz inpressive
ghen you see how zmall the unit is,

The EEYEGARD has G54 kews, It has the
arranzement but only the upper case...
case wou foel!

There are § FUNCTION keys and several EDITTING KEVS
tinsert delete,riaht  left wup and down curcord  The
function keys take you immediately to ore of a nusker of

neser higher tesperature iz the cerrect one

GHEETY key
you expect lower

sreas. A NEMO key a TELephone key =tc.
There are £ ARRON KE¥S for cearches and moving the
cursor. These are very usefyl,

1 have left the COMMUMICATIONS prosramse to the end.
The reason for this iz that RADIO0 SHACK has HOT come out
with the DATA LINK or PC LINK yet. GSo what will thiz sean
? Weil, from what they have told me, I will be abla 0o
SEHD the info to wy computer (TI or IBM) since it will bhe
sent  as ASCIT data. The proaramwe is there to do it, the
I76 port is there, all that iz lacking is the piece of
wire and oconnectors. RADID SHACK assures m»e that thess
are cosing, So I took a chance on this part of the deal.

Bowever, I have t0 rate the SHMART2 as x vwsry geood
purchase, even if this part dees not pan out. Vou have to
realize that usefulness of a device with this kind of
power antt memory size.

I have 23 teiephone rumbers, 4 asmos, Z4 scheduied
events and stiil have 58 k of memory left. This is enly
16 % of the space used. I doubt that I will ever use zll
of it. .

This little baby can be sasily carried in your inside
suit jacket poscket with no probless. In fact this ic the
only reason I like wearing a Jjacket. It is bacicaily
smalier than a woxen’'s make-up kit at B" by 3" by 23.47.

It operates on 2 AAA batteries and & £1lat lithium 3
Tolt battery. The AAA batteries can be replaced without
losing the wmewnry. Howevar, I haven'i usad it this sush
yet.

To give you an idea how far we havs come in 18
This little unit, has twice <the memory of
coaputer (tha COMMODORE 483Z) and the size is
smaller, You couldn’t put the old
pockat if you iried.

So, if you are lsoking for
yoursalfr, better drop the
sale ends on Hov., 2386,

I'1l bet Phil Towsend will be interested snd maybe
Peter Towsend too - (that's what the Hoosier aroup calle
Fhii)!t

0f course, you could wait till the memory size aces up
and the price comes down... Jut you'll miss the furn.

YyEars.
¥ First
448 timesz
comzodore in vour

a Christmas present (for
hint before next wesk. The
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I Jjust saw the comparaklie 3HARP

or3anizar and 1t was on sale at,
$139,35  Capadian or $229.95 after
taxes, I don’t think 11 had as good a

soreen #ither, i
Tom

HakGOIE TO
& NEN MEMBER:

f few. weeds ase I 40t 2 lapg
distance phone cali from  Bruan
feleynse in Chatham. He was in  touch
with our frisnd who runz bhe computer
faire in Bowsanviile and he put him in
touch with me,

Brian only has the cassette systes
but iz looking for upsrading this to a
dizk systews,

Brian hed some problems with his TU
modulator, I offered him csevaral
solutions, one of thew was to replace
the smxall TTL chip inside the
This +ip case from the BC 3%er aroup.
If you suspect that your TV wmodyulatoer
has  packed it  in, there is a
rerlacesent chip that can be obtained

~for it at a very small coust.

"I zant Brian a newslatier with info
on our club, He has replied and indi-
cates that he will Join us. He Welcoae
Brian into cur ciub.

WELCONE

BEYAN £
GELEYHS

Don't leave home without your
handy data bank. It schedules,
directs and organizes. 64K
byte, large LCD display. 65-949*

case., -

- larasr programne

THE R3GRRD

%WL 1CBK CRROI
“miiihd NEW PRODULT

b —
The nexl big HARDNARE jtem to he

il

so il | H

releazed from A3GARD i the 128K
MEMORY SVSTEM. I have included a
reprint of the articls in October's

MICEDpendium to more #ully describe
it, The real =zisnificance of this is
the EREAXING of the 32K DBAREIER ¢

Up to the present, therse has been
no way te have a prosramme larger than
32K in the TI §9/4A°s memory. 4 =
result of this 32K limit, jarge
progranmes  like TELCO (terminal meden
prosrazme} had to be loaded into the
mepory in MODULES. This was time
copsuning if you didn’t have 2 ram
disk. Usina a RAK disk, most of this
prokles disappeared. How, ASGARD has
opened up tha programming area to 138K
so that one could have a 4 times
in memory ready to
act at weur command.

The card takes +the place of the
standard 32K that you asy have in your
PE BOX. It does HOT say if the systea
will work with the 32¥ in the conscle,
but I think that this would NOT be the
case since they are on different
buses.

The cost is reasonable at $128 (OIS
plus $18 54H.

The only thing that would have been
nice was a2 programse to be included
¥with the 128K card. One that »ade use
af the new space, Althoush FIRST
IRAFT (cee above) is being released at
the same time, it’s too bad that this
programme doesn’t use the extra space.
Maghe it will in the future.

ASGARD says that it will release
details of how to access the 128K
space {in 4K intervals) t¢ interested
programmers, I wonder how many will
be interested.

Don*t be lead into thinking that
this iz a EAM DISK. It isn’t. Mhen
you turn off the computer, the memory
will clear itzelf. There is also ne
statement about partitioning the space
s0  that part of it could be an
operating systeas like MENU for the
horizon ram disk,

I +think a lot of people will wait
until there is a REAL REASQOH for
buying this new hardware. After all,

you can probably buy 2 lot of other
things for this aoney.

O0SHTI HOoT 9z

This year, I have pade some

realiy

dne was 32 LOLD DRNF
SUMNER. This proved to ke +trus, 1
gren followed +this prediction uwp by
taking on sumser schoal <{as teacher:
ts back this wuwp, Sure encusk, that
prediction panned sut,

I had 2 summer BAR-B-%s and thew
had sunry weather, which was sreat., I
had the whole Family ower  for
Thanksgiving dirmer and the weather
held and war wara and surny. This
gven went  asainst  the weather
forecastar,

Hext, I predicted that the world
serias would 30 B zamas and that the
TOROHTO BLUE JAYS would win after
iosing cone ‘biow-out’ game, Tes,
siree! This was dead-on again!

0f course,  Bill Clinton was
predicted for  PRESIDENT and this
prediction came true. OF course the
U8 was due for a change,

The Canadian REFERENDUM wote, I
predicted a close one. byt I thousht
the 7ES side would win, Canadians are

-really fed up with Xulrooney, IF Bush
went then can Huirconsy be far after ?
My guess is that he will bhe some Iy
»id 1933,

Yy latest prediction iz for a SHOWY
winter in these parts. I have bheen
fixing up =y 4x4 BRONCO (with smow
blade) this montk in anticipation,
Last weekend (Hov,7-8) there was ICE
on »y pond ! The first time I can
resesber this happening so early inp
the year.

We have had some snow, but nothing
that lasted.

I oguess we will just have to wait
and zee how accurate thiz ane iz,

So, if you see »e driving ower the
ice ikis year, you will know that it
15 a safe bet for s long cold ome.

good predictions.

Ton

<-0SHT]
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2 Cups of Flour
i3 Cuyp of Walmuts (Optienaly
Tup of Suaar

Soda
{Optianal, Fran doesmn’t used
Powder

{ream the butter susar. Add sifted flour, hakins soda,
3alt baking powder. Mash bamanas add to first mixture.
Best esas add to above. Beat until smooth., Add walnuts
at this point., Pour mixture into a greased loaf pan.

Bake at 358 Dea. F. for approx. 1 to I-1/4 hours.

Uhat 1o do with APPLES

i

Belissa's Crunchy Apple {rizp

4-5 Cups of Peeled $Sliced Apples
56 »l White Sugar
38 al White Flour
2 s} Cinnamon

38 al Butter

175 =l Rolled Oats
75 ml Brown Sugar

iy

Place apple ziices in a casserole

dish., Combine 58 al white susar, 15 sl of fiour, 2 al
of cinnamon, Mix well with the sliced apples, Cwt mp 18
#l of butter and set on top of the apples.

In a separate bowl combine:
175 al Rolled Dats
75 =1 Flour
75 a1 Brown Sugar
7% »] Melted Butter

Press the crusb mixture evenly over the apples.

To Microwave: - Cook § to 3 sinutes on
high.

To Bake: - Cook 25 minutes in a
488 Deg. F. owsn.
To Freeze: ~ Bake, coel, and seal,

May be frosen for up to
§ weeks,

FRAN and MELISSR TOUNG 0SBTI

. RSGARD S NEY
% UORDPROCESSOR
¥~ -uith spellcheck/

Who said the TI 39744 is not continuing to GROW

Hasn't me ! A% ary rate we have some news resardina
sose HEW FRODUCTS in the TI market place. These are M0T
the only ones but, a couple of the latest spiashes. #s I
reviewed earlier, PAGE COMPGSER by ASGARD is 3 rew
proaranse only released in Julw of 13§2.

AEGARD is  alsp releasing a NEW  WORDPROCESSOR
calied...,"FIRST ORAFT". I don't know if I like thic +itle
but mo ome asked me snyway. In Hay, at the LI¥A
sonference I did spot the author showing a bit of what
this could do 3t the ASGARD table. so I knew something wac
coning down the pipe.

I have provided inforwation about this
the newsrelease in MICEOpendium <aet the Fine
the article.

To 3iwe you a brief look at the new features found in
this wordprocessor will suffice kere, but there are
looking to break new around.

The author of this programme iz Arthur Gibson, AKA Art
Gibson of the Kawsletier Editor fame,

0f course this NP works in the 48 and 80
za I will 30 on to the HEWER features,

. It has the SPELL-IT spell-checker built in, You ran
check one word or the entire document ANT TINE VOU WaxT !

It has PULL-DONN WEMUS.(HO NENTION of a MOUSE thoush)

It has a formatter which allows the wprintina- of PAGE
PRO araphics.

There is a BUILT-IK GSCREEN PREUIEWER %0 see how the
document will look before printing,

The programee may be FULLY CUSTONIZED to meet the jikes
of the typist and the printer used. .

Bocuments wmay be as LAEGE 4% A DISX. This was one of
the draw-backs of FUMNELWER and PREDITOR - and TI-WRITER
that has been overcome.

Prodragee Vix
detaiis in

colusn modes

Cost of the programme it higher than the usual TI
softuare. The reason for this is that you will 1l=¢ ba
setting tihe SPELL-IT word checX prosramse. However, if

you have SPELL-IT then ths cost is reduced down to about

$30 (US) plus shipping and handlina.

You Know It's Boing
to be a BRD DAY Uhen. ..

You wake up face down on the Favement.
JYou call suicide prevs$ion and they put you on HOLD
2You put your bra on BACKMARDS and it fits BETTER.

}You see a 6@ MIHUTES Hews team waiting in your office
{T0 BE COHT’D next month

Hov 32 -5-
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TI-99/4A owners use their computers for
word processing more then anything
else. Over the years, Asgard Software
has tried, and usually succeeded in
making word processing easier and
more powerful. Our Spell It! spelling
checker is the standard by which all
others are measured, and our Screen
Preview has helped many see what they
have written before they print it

Now, for the first time, we have
combined all of the useful add-on
utilities and nice features found in all of
the 7/-Writer compatible programs into
one, advanced program. Written entirely
from scratch, First Draft brings word
processing for the 99/4A and Ceneve
into the 90’s.

This TI-Writer compatible programs
allows you to create documents as large
as your disk in 40 or 80 columns. Spell-
check a word or the entire document
any time you want with our Spell It/

compatible

dictionary.

Use the pull- $39.95
down menus| ¥ .
to access a Shipping & Handling:
wide array of U.S. Add $§3.00
commands for | = Canada Add $4.08
every-thing Airmail Add $7.00

from merging .

documents to | ogternd Spel M usars

managing
your disks. You can even add DISKU
comments to your files, Use the
advanced formatter to print out multi-
column documents with Page Pro 99
graphics, and to take advantage of your
printer’s features just select the right
“printer driver”, The list of features and
firsts goes on and on.

From First Draft to Finat Copy, no other
word processor for the 99/4A comes
close. Order your copy today - because

it’s shipping today.

OSHTI

Features /bson

* The program may be fully customized
* Includes a 25,000 word spelling checker - check
-a single word or the whole document while writing
¢ Includes 40 and 80 column versions
* TI-Writer compatible - load and save in both First
Draft and TI-Writer formats .
* Create, edit and print documents as large as your
available disk space.
* Full built-in disk manager accessible from the editor:
delete/rename a file, format a disk, add comments, etc,
* Menu driven - no command line -
¢ Easy file merging
¢ Parallel columns - create and edit multi-column
documents in the editor and the formatter

* ¢ Extended formatter featuring over 20 new commands -

include Page Pro 99 pictures in your document, multi-
line footers/headers, etc.

* Printer drivers - use simple commands to access any
printer’s features. Never worry about codes again

* Built-in screen preview function

* Compatible with Funnelweb, Horizon RAM-disk, TIM
Mechatronics, Dijit, Geneve 9640 and the HFDC

-~ Asgard Software
0. Box 10306
Rockville. MD 20849
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Asgard offers new memory system

Provides 128K of program memory

Asgard Software has released the As-
gard 128K Memory System, which the
company describes as the first advanced
memory system for the TI99/4A designed
to be used exclusively as memory for pro-
grams and dara.

The company has also released a new in-
voice management program and updated
several of its older programs.

The AMS functions as a 32K card with
standard 4A software when installed in the
Peripheral Expansion Box, according to
the company. The company says it will not
conflict with any hard or floppy disk con-
trollers and is compatible with some
RAMUdisks. The card does not need to be
configured and uses little power, accord-
ing to Asgard.

Chris Bobhitt of Asgard says programs
designed to work with the card can access
up to 128K of CPU memory “simply and
with a minium of restrictions on program
designs. Memory can be banked in 4K in-
crements, within a few clock cycles, any-
where within the standard 32K memory
space available w TI99/4A programs.”

He says the design used by AMS is sim-
ilar to that used in the TI99/8 computer and
is accessible to programs written in assem-
bly and GPL.

Exampie programs with source code as
well as documentation are included with
the device. The materials were prepared
by software designers, Bobbitt notes. He

says Asgard will provide necessary infor-

mation for programming for any software
developers who want to take advantage of
the AMS’ features. -

Bobbitt says Asgardt will provide “rea-
sonably priced upgrades and even trade-in
options™ and will work to insure compati-
bility of software written for AMS with fu-
ture developments,

The AMS requires a TI99/4A with a Pe-
ripheral Expansion Box and 2 disk sys-
tems. It is compatible with all disk con-
trollers, all video cards, and some
RAMdisks and memory cards, as well as
virtually all other cards for the 4A, Bobbitt
says. It is not guaranteed to function with
the Myarc or CorComp RAMdisks or the

TI, CorComp or Myarc 32K cards. No
problems have been encountered with
Horizon RAMdisks, Bobbitt says.

To order, send a check or money order
for $119.95 {plus $10 shipping and han-
dling in North America, $20 elsewhere for
air mail). Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.
Programmers may receive a free packet
containing programming information by
sending a postcard to Asgard.

INVOICE "MANAGEMENT -

Asgard has released Invnice Manage-

ment by Larry Tippett in its Asgard Busi--
ness Software Series. The program, said

to use a “‘what-you-see-is-what-you-get”
approach, allews the user to enter mailing
and payment information as well as infor-
mation for retrieving the invoice later.
Once entered, invoices can be stored and

recalled singly or in groups. Invoice Man-

agement does all calculations, including
sales tax and has a built-in four-function
caiculator, according to the manufacturer.

[nvoices can be printed individually or
in batches on pre-printed TOPS invoice
torms, as Page Pro 99 files or as TI-Writer
Formatter files. An option allows printing
an envelope for the invoice. A tracking re-
port may be printed for the user,

Invoice Management allows the user to
use names and addresses stored in databas-
es created with Asgard’s Mail Room, as
well as product codes and descriptions
from Asgard’s scheduled Inventory Man-
agement package. The program may be
used on its own as well, the manufacturer
says. '

Invoice Management requires a
TI9/4A or Myarc Geneve 9640, a disk
system, expanded memory and Extended
BASIC. Both 40- and 80-column versions
are included. The 80-column version' s
compatible with both the Geneve and 80-
column equipped 4As, A printer is recom-
mended. Suggested retail price is $14.95,

Asgard has released Tris-2 by Jim
Reiss, a new version of Tetris for the
TI99/4A and Myarc Geneve which the

manufacturer says features improved

graphics and “mutant” blocks. Muam
blocks are irregularly shaped and change

OSHTI Hoy 8z

their pattern as they rotate znd fall.

Tris 2 is available in cartridge for the
TIS99/4A of $19.95 or on disk for the Gen-
eve 9640 for $9.95. Qwners of the previ-
ous version of the cartridge can obtain an
update for $8 (35 with the return of their
old cartridge.) Disk users can receive the
update for $4.

CLIPIX AND GOFER REVISED

Asgard has released revisions for Clipix
and Gofer. Clipix, by Dan Gazsy, is a util-
ity included with Pix Pro, Gofer and Pagc
Pro Composer allowing the user to load
Page Pro 99 pictures of any side and “clip”
any portion and save it as another picture,
It may also be purchased by itself for
$7.95. Gofer, also by Gazsy, features a
version of Page Pro 99's Columnizer; util-
itics to modify “‘page format” files, per-
form batch conversions of TI-Artist in-
stances to Page Pro 99 format and vice ver-
sa; and a batch converter for canverting
[BM PC PCX-format picture files into
Page Pro 99 format. It sells for $14.95.
The revisions of Clipix and Gofer correct
compatiblity problems with the HFDC,
HFDC users with prior versions of these
progragms may receive the updated ver-
sions by returning their program disks.

For information or to order, write As-
gard Software, P.O. Box 10306.
Rockville, MD 20859-0306. Add $3 for
shipping and handling on all software or-
ders. -

MIDI music offered
to TI users groups

Harrison Software offers a 45-minute
cassette of MIDI music for $2 for the cost
of materials and handling to any TI users
group, according to Bruce Harrison of the
company.

Harrison notes that the tape can be used
for “‘demo’” purposes to show off MIDI ca-
pabilities to the membership. The music
on the cassette is all 1.S. Bach music pro-
grammed by Dolores P. Werths and made
on a MIDI instrument.

- Officers of users groups may send $2
for the cassette to Harrison Software,
5705 40th Place, Hyattsville, MD 20781
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45 Centerville Drive,
Salem, NH 03079.
October 12, 1992,

Dear TI’er,

"Thank your for your interest in the development of PC99, a PC emulator for the
TI-99/4A. This letter serves to introduce the principals behind the product
‘together with their aims and hopes. )

Principals:

Mike Wright. Works as a software engineer for Xyvision, a Massachusetts company
that iz a leader in publishing and database systems running on DEC and IBM
RS-6000 systems under Unix. TI user since 1982 and an owner of many rare TI
items, Conceived the TI Cyc, an on~going development covering the history of the
Home Computer and rzlated products.

Mark van Coppenolle. Works as a senior hardware technician at Aviv Corp, a
Massachusetts company that manufactures add-on boards for DEC VAX systems
running under VMS. TI user since 1982. Developed the Gramulator, the most
technically advanced GRAM device for the Home Computer. President of CaDD
Electronics, an established New Hampshire-based compeny that offers hardware
and software for use on TI-99/4A systems.

Greg Hill. Works as a senior software engineer for Datalogic of Chicago (and
formerly of Xyvision). Responsible for the development of many software projects
including xypc, a PC emulator for Xyvision’s Xytext terminal. Designed and
developed PC99,

Aimsa:

The principals believe that it is possible to develop PC99 to the point where it
can be used as a TI-99/4A, with some minor restrictions.

To this end, a preliminary version of the Product has been developed. This
version includes the ability to emulate: '

the TMS9900 processor {all 69 instructions),
the TMS9918A video diasplay processor (all four modes),
the TMS9901 peripheral device controller.

'This version does not include any capability to do I/0. This means you cannot
load or save any file, output to a printer, or use a modem.

It is felt that there has been sufficient development done to prove the teasibility
of PC99. However, there is much work that needs to be done before the product
is fully functional. We estimate there are two man-years of development required
to reach this level.

OSHTL HOoy g2 -—-8-—



In a bueyant economy we may have considered giving up our full-time jobs to
develop PC99. Thie would have required the certainty of g market to support
Buch a venture. To this end, we conceived a test marketing plan requesting 1,000
People to gsend a donation of $1. Our aim was not to raige money, but to see if
there was aufficient interest in PC99 to coentinue its development. Many of you
gent more than the required amount, and we thank you for your genercsity.
However, our plan required 1,000 people as a potential market, and not the
raiaing of $1,000.

So far, 110 pecple have responded. Unfortunately. this is not enough to sustain
development at the rate we envisage,

As a result, we are extending the marketing plan to include the 1992 Chicago
Fair, PC99 will be exhibited at the fair, and we are also acheduled to give a
Presentation of the product.

We hupe that ile ability to see aad touch PC99 will encourage encugh pegpie ta
support the product economically. However, if we are unable to raigse sufficient
interest, the development of the product will end.

Following the fair we will send ¥you another mﬁling letting you knew the outcome.

In the meantime, we would like to thank you for the support you have ghown.
In addition many of you supplied ideas and suggestions for PC99. All have been
taken into conaideration. The result is shown in the attached functional
apecitication,
. Stage 0 (current version):
The current version of PC99 does not execute any TI I1/0. However, it is
possible to save the state of the machine through the debugger hy doing
8 save core. The machine can then be returned to this state by reading
in the core file. -

Developént will proceed in the following stages:

. Stage 1:
Clean up existing bugs. These include incorrect displays in multi-color
mode, and incorrect color mapping in TI Basic (also shows in some modules
that use the Basic interpreter). :
Emulate operation under interrupts,
Emulate disk i/o and RS232/PI0.

. Stage 2:
Emulate sprites,
Emulate single-channel sound through PC speaker.
Emulate TI joystick through PC joystick connected to game port.,

Stage 3: . :
Emulate multi-voice sound through PC Sound Blaster card.
Emulate gpeech through PC Sound Blastar card.

. Stage 4: - . :
Allow addition of external DSRa. This will be achieved by reserving a set
of illegal TMS9900 instructions. Each illegal instruction will be trapped by
PC99 and vectored to a user space where control can be passed to an
external function. This function must be written in PC C or PC Assembly

Language. OSHTI

. Stage future: ‘ . ' AL
- Direct reading of TI disks in & PC drive. HOU 3z -s
A Basic compiler written in PC C op PC Assembly Language. The compiler
must be able to read the emulsted TI disk system to extract the Basic
source file. The compiler will then generate native 9900 code in E/A3 or
E/AS format and place the output file back in the TI disk system. The user
will then be able to load and execute the file using the Editor/Assembler.
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O0SHAWA TEXAS INSTRUMEHTS HOME MEMEBERESHIF FEES:
COMPUTER USERSY GROUP
The O0SHTI membership is %15

cHATEMAN : EAY BLODGETT
{8TS-1TET>
TICE CHAIEMAN: JOHH EASTHANM

C728-9394>

TEEASURER : KEITH WYARD-SCOTT
(7T23-8T7E28)

LIBRARY -SEC. DoUs BURLEIGH
(BET9-51@3>
HEWSLETTER TOM JAKABFY
EDITOR: Cf25-7298>

MEMEER-AT-LARGE :

HEETIHNG TIMES:

The O0SHAWA TI
{03HTI) meets
hhours of 7T

USERS® CGROUP
between the

and 18:38 »m
in the

f:32a8
Location to be nrnamed
nhewslaetter.

DshTl

rar family per year.
Members receiwve tandla>
letters per year.,{(Jdan.
Sep.-Dec.2.

Hembers alzc have +the uwse of
the club library (CASISETTE +
DISK>.

TUISTITORS to club mestings are
WELCOME.

Copying charaes for dislks-of-
the-Month are $l{your disk>
or F¥a2<our disld.

news—
—LT‘I‘.IJ"I -

MaAIlLING ADDERESS:

Tom -Jalkakhfy
68 Giwen Rd.
OSHAWA ,0nt.
L1H s8LT

The O0SHTI Users’ Group =9
Hon—p»rofit orgsanization
dedicated to sncouraging the
continued use of the TI-294A
for education, entertainment
and data management. The cluhb
also supports the MYARC 96408
or GENEUE{(TI compatikle>
cCompuUuter.
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