Missed but

|

\

2

On tad kote wes the death of Nary Pal Lafontaine, § wife
of Duy Lafomtaine. [ reported-in the last newsletter ™ that
she 15 gravely 111; she pacsed away quickly on Mar.13th,
fr best resrds go out to Guy and children, Justin (19D,
Vathleen(17) aud Mdrew (13), Nary Pat will be missed but
wot forqot. Funeral mass was held at Holy Family in hithy
 with burial at Reswrrection cemetery. Buuations to the
Caradian Cancer Society would be appreciated,

Y not Forgot

LAST MEETING of OSHTI:

The March OSHTT meetiMg was a little latier than usual
bewouse of the JMARCH school break. This gave me a break,
The sMow meEraged to hang around, and we got more added too.
The cross-country skiing was good and we got some final
mitute skating on the pond. On Mar.l2th, I measured the
ice thickness to be 51 ¢m (207). This is quite a bit to be
SUre.

It is now Mar.20th and the Spring thaw has beem in
evidence for about a week wow. The or is riMming SO
hish that it souds like Niagara falls | This ig always a
stary time of year ix the "vallew’ since we must be careful
wot to allow children near creeks. Althoush w creek is
wormally only about 3 metres (10°) across by 0 om {19"]
deep, it has swollen to twice the width and 4 times the
depth. The pond is stiil frozem emough at this date and I
waiked across it today; simce the truck has been 0ld there
ic no worry about it aoing through awy mre, grin (.

T tried to attend the 10th ammiversary Kawmartha meeting
on Harch 10th but the weather was incredibly wcooperative,
It suowed and was S0 Windy and cold that the roads became
skating boards. I got to Bowssnville and decided that was
enough., On the way back I slid through a stop sim and
tranked God no one was qoing the other way. Mt one point,
people were going backuards ?ing to weke turns that they
had missed. When I qot howe I phoned Glen Daniels with my
apoloaies. lNaybe they rescheduled their awniversary
meting... * P.5. Sorry Glem, I ate all of the donuts
that I had brought. 0SHT

USERS BRAUP

MSRAME TI
99/ 4A

COMPUTER

Ao luck would have it, the QSHTI meeling was held o 2
peautiful Spring day. Doug reported Tnal wWo tabies wers
purchazed for the clubs use at the Pickering Ham Fleamerket
April rd. Three tickets were also prchased for those uke
will 'person’ the tables. Tious., Tom and Brh will he thers
and probably Keith. - We'll let wou know what bargocks thal
we picked wp later.

Tom reported on the SALE by TEXAENTZ of their seftware.
There are some Yezlly go0d bargoons here. fost of the
software is at a verw qood price. The flyer uas handed out
to those attending the meeting. Ed's is still ow the !looy
near his chair, so I will keep i1 for safe keepina.

Although there was wo D01, mde prior to the mesting,
we remaged to put ome together Awing the meeting. This
contained the NEVER versiom of the Faire-Ware program BOCT
from the Niami User Group. Origimally this was called the
John Johmson MENU programme and it has some new feature:
that most users will like. It has a toggle for the &
colum card user and the ability to load 1w other JEN
selections. The cataloging iS scrolled up the screen and
tan be paged up and dowm using the Fdldoumi ard FBluou
quessed it,w) keys. There is also a HELP screen (F7) frow
the main memt. It can also Uiew multiple files ome after
the other, or delete them too!

A demoustration of the NEW FULL ASCII characters that

can be accessed from Fumelved 5.0 80 columm versitm was
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dOME uSing the screem and priwter. Uou can use the CTRL?,’
kew to toggle the IBN graphics 2 characters off and ow.
The printer must be switched (by its dip switches) to IBN
mode. This is DIP awitch 6 on the Star NI-1000. & little
work iz meed using wow maal to (igwe out which key i3
which. Building a box for data is wo very logical. If wou
rave FORN SHOF from Comprodine then wou won't find mich new
except Tor the easy of use and the ertra desiams.

M thing that you shouid ke aware of is that some TI
proavammes {especially graphics omes) will act up if wou
keep the printer in the IBM 2 mode. I reported last momth
that this was NIT the case, but I had problems.

Tom demomstrated a proaramme which places TITLES on the
screed for use with 2 MR, It is a wice programwe and
althoush it appears to be simple, it can 40 some nice
Tudgs. This was placed ow the MAKCH BSHTI disk as well.

The remining programmes on the MARCH OSHTT disk will
have to be discovered. Ome is a MNORTGAGE and LOAN
calculator and the others should do columized print-outs.

It was decided to chanﬁ-the %il USHTT meeting to a
THURSDAY (mpril 22). e of
see if we could 9et Oory Dowser dwem {or a demomstration of
his cwrremt OPA stur?. Recently I was at QPR and talked
kith Gary, He has finally qotten the last bugs out of the
FOF Eﬂél’. There ©as serious incomatibility between
different software proarammes, most notably TI HMULTIFLAN.
This is now finalized and shipping has bequm. I alr
saw that Steven mndrews from the North Baa; tlub has finally
received his. [i's too bad we didw't kvow of these
problems pefore.

fary alsv had an AllS [(Asgard Memory System) 128K working
in his ssztem. He pulled it out and showed it to me. It
IS WiCe and compact; o clam shell. He saws that it works
fine and that there is a programme that allows you to load
various programmes into it [up to 5 and rum them one from
the other without having to reload them, Unfortwmately
there is still limited softuare out for it. The way Gary
spoke about the card sounded very promising. Nawbe we
should be ordering these before a rush developes with new
software 7 I hope peopie like Tomy McGovern has been sent a
%rlmplemtarg one; he's the kind of quy that could mke it
i1V ‘:hrls.

flore used software was sold at the meeting.
remunder will be cold at the Fleamrket if me can fine
busers.  Also, we will be collecting names of people who
want to sell their TI stuff. MNawbe some will domate their
gquipment to the ciub.

If wou think that TT 9%4A is obsolete, then read the
letter that I have taken from the Narch NICROpemdium
mwazine. It is good food for t.

Aiso I might add that it is gasier o tupe in text
files from the TI and then semd them over to the IBN.
Today, I typed a cimple qui2 for my students using WORD
PERFECT 5.1. To repeatedly copy 4 single line is a real
hassle. It is muth easier to do on TI using Fume lueb
for example. fs I saw, you can learw all or most of what
you really NEED to know about word processing on the TI.

DEHTI

The

reasons for this was to-

DA

DOES ANTONE HATE THE PROBLEM WITH THE FATE KEVEOSRD THAT
I HAPE 7 LETTERS ARE DRPPD (dropped). DRF IE a LML,
See wa all at
the wext USHIL meeting,

thivg in one place sp [ collated all I:
the OSHTL wewsletter articles bu SUBJECT rather thaw @
newsletter, Thus wou couid have ALL of the SPTICLES 77
BASIC PROGRAMING put towether in on® spet. r wou oovi-
have all of the articies om UOREFROCESSING or v DET:
BASES. WUould wou like it ? If upy were & newsletter editer
you would |

I have started the collation and hawve the first fii-

dome. It is 95 sectors of /U 80 articies ow proqrames:
the TI. It has some simple stuff amd more comic
articles. ALl -of ‘the articles-are fairtiyeasy. I

also included the KUNNABLE proarammes with Separate e
for those who dow’t mant to type in the programmes.

Since these are all 9% original articles wou won't hais
to worry about duplicating “omes that have alreas
puwlished, Owr club hopes to distribute these owe disk foo

eady a wominal charge.. saw $3 (weiling and all the hamdling e

tan give itl.

Semd yow request to OSHTI via the address on the bac:
of the newsletter.

It uou have The Missing Link (THL) indicate such amd
will throw in some prosrammes for it.

The 10 COMMANDMENTS ‘r‘«ﬁ\]{_’-‘
for FLOPPY DISKS: BiELL

——
This comes to owr newsletter via S¥%¥er’'s % orig
ally from OZARK 3%er’s Jan. 1393.

1. Thou shalt use disks in the formt specified for
gyl compiter and mo others.

2. Thou shalt label-all thy diskettes aud urite on
them only with & felt-tip pen.

3. Thoy shalt not expose thu floppu disks to mametic
fields, excessive heat, misture or other forms of
torture and abuse.

4. Thou shalt not touch the exposed areas of thy
floppy disk.

5. Thou shalt remember to press the RETURN (ENTEK:
key after issuing a commnd to the computer.

(CONTINUED om PAGE 7)......
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USING the FORMATTER
LEARNING HOW TO USE IT!
9/ LESSON 1:

s

o3t !.;éé‘:s of FINNELVED or TI-WRITEK are familiar with

the EDITOR. This 15 the programee in which ve TYPE ix owr
text, This iz what I am doing at this very moment. Tupirg
in text for the wewslettey.

Most of the users of the above proarammes will then
PRINT this out usina the comemd live and PrintFile or FF.
This has certain adwntases with the main One Dbeing
PhattouSee] sthatloubet: WWSIWG. In other words, the WORDS
and PARATRAPHS car a5 they do on the screen. I wou
have the stamdard 40-columt edifor thew this caw be a
problem in that we have to window ovey wnit F5. A lot of
us will be twping things in 40 colums to awoid this
windowing problem. This means that uowr print out will be
OHly 40 Characters wide.

 There i5 one thing that we can do to change the print
“out on the printer. but not mecessarily ou the screen. The
ancwey is to use ANOTHFR PROGRAIOE to print out o text,
These programmes are talled FD C. TI-Writer and
Funnelweb have formatiers already available, but most of us
do NOT USE them because it requires MORE EFFORT to
imder stand how thew work.

For the next few mowths, I will attempt to ease wou into
TRTING the FORMATTER out so that uou can see the HUGE

BENEFITS that it offers. 0f course, you wey find that the GTOP

TI-Writer book is areat to follow as I do this.

Let's Break the FORMATTER Doum into simpler parts; after
all there are a 1ot of different format commands.

> MARGING: Left, Right, Top and Bottom, Page Lemgth,
> UNDEKLINING and DOUBLE STRIXE, REQUIRED SPACE
v JUSTIFICATION and FILL

? HEadérs and Floters and Fagé susber, Begin Fage, Page
Length

» TNdent, Line Spacing, SPacing, CEwtering

» SPECIAL:

{Onments TransLiterates
Include Files

Mailing List

Define Prompt
Alternate input

Before we gqet 0o involved lets see what the FORMATTER
locks like and acts like.

To start let's tupe something !

FOR®. o to the EDITOR of ¥EB or TI-WRITER and start
QeHTI

The topic for today is ﬁmle: PWHRT I USE THE LCOMPUTER

something elze. Just

10 fupe ucing the above topic, or :
i paragraph or iwo @ill

type as wmich as you want for wow.
do,  I°11 wait here while you do it

Uk, mow that wouw've g0t a paragraph.  Save this it 2
disk. Use SF [SaveFilel anmd save it 1o ove of uowr drives.

Now, that it ig saved let's Duit the editor and retun
to the min sereed of Pamelweh.,  Mow choose 20 for the
FORNATTER. '

Vhen wou do, wou will be prompled with the DELUT FILE
NAME that you just saved. Press exter or,retwrs and mous
10 the wext promet.

ENTEE PRINT DEUICENAME: this will usuaily be PIDLLE ior
varallel printers or R523. etc for serial ones. fress
pwtey to accept this. By the way, you caM chawge the
output to a DS, FILENAE so that wou don't use ary paper,
However, most of us wall print to a PRINIER.

'I;he 'ﬁext j:-ranq;:t”is -fur MATILING LI‘ST: N is for NO.

VHAT PAGE(S) ? is the wext prompt. <& for all is the
wsal., Tou can print ANY page that wou wish or any
combination of pages. This is very versalile.

NUMBER of COPIES : 1 is the usual prompt.

tastly is the prompt PAUSE AT ENd (F PAGE 7 v
Nost of use want the printout to print all pages and NOT

After this last prompt, youwr entire document {1l paramrph
will be printed).

Tou will notice that there are a few things different
than printing from the Editor.

> there are 3 LINE FEEDS before wowr first lime is
printed.
v there is a FORM FEED after yowr last line.

> the length of each page is 60 printed lines with 3
lines biank at the toy and 3 blamk oves at the botiom.
These are the default settings owes. Everthing else should
look like your origiwal (Editor screenl !

S0 you are asking yowrself, VHAT'S the BIG DEAL 7

For one thing, you see that vwou tam print several copies
g; yow document and NOT the ONE that wou do uhen you use

fmother thing that the formatter allows you to do is 10
print document 5o that it actually prints on ONE PACE
AT A TIME, and wot over the perforations. This is
inporl}amt for those of us that what to photocopy the
results,

These are the simplest things ue can do with the
FORNATTER, vext time we will look at MARGING.

Tow hosemork, is to PLAY around with the formatter
USiNg 2 OMe page and & two or mltii,ﬁle ge document,  Ges
how it works. If you have the TI-BRITER documeMtat:ov. you
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Might want to itry printing owly certaiu rages of pages i
a document.

By the way, F4 will STOP printing from the formatter and
follow this with F2 to get you out of it altogether,

Lo =
ggﬁ for nows L [J h\
0 ".‘ I,‘ . 5‘ 4

Jlf M \i'l.l"

Well, no soomer thar you can wou write about the
thitkness of the ice on my pond, than uou have to write
that i1 has all disappeared (as of fpril 12). This i3
aboutl 12 days later than uswal.

People have beer asking me to mke some predictions
about this summers weather. Uell here goes.

It wow’t be as rainy as last year nor as cool. fs far
as I can see, it will be & tupical sumer with wo mejor
*heat uaves nor anu perpetual raiwy season like last year,

So, let's see how my score limes wp in the Fall. Last
summer 's prediciions [cool and raimyl came true and the
coﬁi ?.mlllsnwg winter alse proved to be correct. Dnly time
HH ell.

Stay tuned for the wanter report in about 5 months.

fh ves, dom't forget to plant yow tomatoes and
perenials uo soomerentham May 24th. . early frosts will
prove fatal. '\\-‘i .

Tom GOFER vsn [.1

(improved but

be careful!)

I just received m wdate version (1.1) of GOFER by Dan
baszy (amilable through fAsgard). This programe uwas
aesigned to add some nice utility prooramees to the PALE
FRD envir chment,

For example, there is a module that converts TI-Artist
inslances into Page Pro pics; and ome that does the
reverse. There is also a FAST COLUIINIZER and a module to
covvert DUBD files to DE12B (IBM) files; and vice wversa.
There are a nwtber of other utilities jncluded. However,
the version that 1 had {1.01) would NOT ke use of the
HORIZON RAM disk with 05 8,13 or 6.14. The latest version
0f GOFER will weke use of the Horizom RAM disks as well as
HARD DRIVES. However, I imadvertemtly tried to access W51
when I didn't have one. It completely destroued my Horizom
Ram disk files o "f second KD,

Fortumately most of the files were saved to floppy, ut
several were lost. '

% if you have a hankering for using the CATALOG module T1

it the GOFER emvironment, then DON'T try to access a HARD
DRIVE wiless wou actually have ome...especially if wou only
have the KVARC DG,

Tom

O5HTL

OSHTI asain  attended the Pickering Ham iperators
Fleamarket. fs has beew the case 1 most uears. the
weather wasMIGERABLE It had snowed and freezing
rained the kight before, s0 the roads aere treachercus.
For fpril is was not nice.

Toug, Bob amd T set up hefove 3 and' then tried to met
eome bargooms hefore the hoards arrived.

It seemed that there againwas a dvivdling wumber of
vendors and of pecple willing to spend momew. However,
there were some notable exceptions. Dick Blosdale and Glew
Daniels came down from Peterboro (Kawartha ers) to spend
some mocla, I think Dick ended wp spending Olew's money
for him Dick tried to buw every hard drive in the entire
piacg. He was able to correl a fair wumber of them at last
comt,

Doug and I bought some PN 20 Mea hard drives to add ic
our TI systems, Of cowrse, T still meed o hard drive dizk
controller before mime will work., Does amy ome have &
MPARC HEC for SALE out there 777

fAs mentioned earlier, I bought two slimline 5.29°
drives that won’t work ow the T1.., but work on an IBM.

I also bought some diskettes, $2 for 10. Well, wouldn't
wou Know it, they dow't format without mamw errors.  The
ome that did, messed wp after a file was written to it.
0, BUYER DEVARE !

The day passed quickly. Ue had a few interested people
come who have a TI. Ve will be sending them info and
newsletiers for the mext few mowths. IntereStingly emough,
tﬁi?fgw we didn’t have people wanting to sell us their 71
stuff.

Vell, none of us won amy prizes asain hut it was an
enjoyable day. .

fis uswal, we stopped off at a local watering hole for a

cold one before heading home.
DISK DRIVES that DON'7

Tom ﬁ
(on a TI that is)

Here are come IBH compatible Disk drives that DD NOT
WRK on the TI system.
> TEAC POS] or 9417

> NEWTRONICS DS030

I bought thew second hand 0 $10 thinking that if they
work on an IBN then they would work om a TI. Well, such
was ot the case.
This is stramge since an IBN drive works just fine on a

"If wou can help solve the problem, ther drop me a line.

Tom
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An EDUCATED GUESS

"WHAT MAKES
EDUCATION GO ! "

The following
of the OSHIT aroup.

Ina fot of newsistters, I have read some scary  stuff
about  the state of the education susiem in the USH as seen
fhrough the ewes on ome educator in the fromt line
trenches. [ cammot verifu amy of the statemenis of the
uriter but what the author sauws 5 pretty scaru stuff. The
overail articles seem 1o be saying that the education of
chiidren in the U5 {5 being takew out of the hands of
those whe 40 1t best. .. the leachers.

The °CCENEEALS' {administrators) seem to be laving more
and more on the 'GRRGENTS' (teachers) who deal with the
TEOOPS? {students) without the common sense of asking them
hor the wen arz doing'. We call this TOP BOWN FROURANING

1E MM UM iEW and WOt Mecessarily thise

_I® computer terms,

The pessimstic point of vies is shared by a lot of
teathers, bt T hope that thew do NOT toke this view to
heart. Teachers, and I am oe of them, mist remin
cptimistic in the face of all that is flsing around in
education today. For evample, the uwriter of the USA
articles raves about the use of VHOLE LANGURCE as a waw of
teachitg in the elemewtary school amd even inio high
school, ¥ell, we have had this here for some time. Now we
are qetting complaints from some groups that this method is
wrong.  So what should the teacher do ? The aswer is
usually what happens... that is, what the teacher thinks
i5 best, I know this requires som thousht but that is
uhere the teachers have their gypertise. Thew are in the
trench and thew know what to do when theé irench becomes
wmired iw water (beawocratic red tape). Obet a pair of
scissors | Teachers, for the most part are as edutated as
ay administrator is wher it comes ic Krowing how to
swrvive in the trench, probably morese, The teacher will
ultisptely do what they thivk is BEST comsidering the
shildren whe are In their care,

Children have chaxged in the 25 uears that I have beer
at this ‘eame'. S0 the rules have changed. The strap,
sarcasm and other distasteful discipliwary tools have gime.
¥ids are more aware of themselves and of the world. Ve as
teachers mst adapt as well... otherwise we parish.

In Dutario today, teachers of grades 7,8 and 5 are faced
mth the issue of DESTREAMING. This means that all
children, no matter the ability level, will be starting
high school in the same class and be offered the same
programme, I know, you are saying, this is the may it was
when I entered high school 30 years ago; and you are rignt.
Did you expect things to change ?

Co what's the biqg deal. Well for some time now, since
the early sixties, studewts at the high school level have
been STREAMED. [ the 60's they were streamed into Arts

SHTL

appeared in the HPRIL 93 TORONTO COMPUTES,

d  SCIEMCeS,  Dusiness anmd Commerce or Soiampe and
Techrital cowrses, In the 0's  this  chaneed  *o
imdividualized timetables with differemt ability izveis:
grriched, advanced, general, amd basic, fs I said a lot

af  tearhers And their federations Wabe Srhght oon bawatious
from the wmewr on My (Ministry of Edueatiomi  for

explanations as to ahy t0 chamge and -fov uwhat solnd
Y EAZOMS, Theﬁp reasons and the vesearch that thew SNEULe
have, nave NOT been forthcoming, This has lead toa lot of
WHBRSINESS SIMCE WwE e to  implement
destreamed courses this Septesber.

at first, I could oniy cee the PROBLENG that thiz susten
would briwg, How, I see that thers will be BENEFITS. It':
not that I think that this suzlem is betieyr, but vather
that we must offer the studemts somethind iw Septesber and
it had better ve our best effort,

From my percpective, there has been educat:omal changss
tade over the 25 wears that T have beew there and thers
w1ll aluays be changes. But it seems thal the more =ou see
these chatages, the more you realize that thew have been
TRIED BEFORE. s, the pendulum swings, aibeit very
slowlu. If we haven't oot education RIGHT in 2000 weavs,
then who are we to say whal ic right or wroug. :

Vhen vou close that door on wowr class, I hope that *hs
teacher will continue, as always, to oper the minds !
their students. I am confident that this will happen ¢
most cases.

Tom.

the wew Ccowrse

LARGE PROFITS in
LARGE PROGRAMS. ..
-software WINDOWfal |l

Cometimes We dow't know how luckg We are usiMg the
TI9%4A computer. After all, we don’t have to worry about
the cost ol computivg compared to an IBN or HAC sustew.
vhat is worse is the fact that the costs of these sustems
goes W and their computers become cbsolete  almost
overnight., These users must spend big bucks on new
software or just on the Warades ¢ their operating

tems., If wou wamt to know whw Bill Dates 15 &
BILLIONAIRE, thew read om.

This article, entitled "CTOREC THAMKFUL VINDOWS SELUI:[W
A monthiz
computer newspaper available FREE iw owr area of Owtario.

" Software and hardware parades drivew by corporate
wrket bias in the software industry have been a boon for
computer retailers uho sell faster and more expewmsive
systems. Demnis MNeherchond, president of CHOICE 2006,
estimtes that 60 percemt of his sales arz gewerated
because of VINDOWS 3.x,

If Windws and 05/2 hadn't have come along, ey of
Nehar chand’s clients wouid still be using 80286 class Fls.
Vithout Suystem 7 for the Mac, a lot of wew applications
could still be rum on the original Nac,

It we were in pre-Vindows 3.0 envirowment there would be
a lot more computer stores closed today. Every storg

:"E‘“:TT
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should have a statue built of Bill Gates (CED of KicroSoft)
in 1ty says lMeharchand, He and most computer retailers
have reason 10 be thamkful to Gates. Neharchand estimptes
that his customers spend an extra 3250 1o $650 equipping
their systems 1o run Uimdows 3.1, His 05/2 fustomey s spend
an ertra 4350 to $1150 o their suatems. Windows 3.1
Yequires 6 10 10 (MB) MewaBytes of hard disk space aud 4 1B
of FAMl (random access memory) to rum properly,  05/2 likes
to cee 14 MB of RAll and it claims wp to 35 MB of disk
space. .

flac’s Suystem 7 has a modest appetite for RAM and disk
space compared o Vindows and 05/2. Uou ran run System 7
w!t}'}]E.E KB of RAM, although it rums out of RAN pretty
Micklu.,,

The wpshot for home users is that most of us tough up
mre than $2000 for a sustem, even though her dwre prices
have fallen dramatically in the past 5 years. If ‘today's
softuare were desimed to rum on a MNac and'or an Ig
comatible 80236 with 2 1B, we could get awaw with paying
less thant $1000 for owr systems.”

Here are some further quotes Bﬁ the same author Vith the
title : "SOFTUARE EXTRAS FORCED ON EUVERS®.

"lorporations dow’'t wind paying for ertras because
computer swport is easier if all users share the same
platform. Besides, businesses can write off these Losts
before the computer becomes obsolete. Home ond small
business users are caught, sometimes quite happily, in the
spiral of endless hardware wparades, new operating sustems,
and sottware warades.” .

" few years ago, software developers - discovered that
most users don’t mind buying software that eats P precious
hard disk space and RAM, as long as 1t does the Job - even
if it does far more than is required. The result is
software applications and operating systems that qrow
exporentially in size and complexity.”

"ome of the notable disk pigs include: MicroSoft Word
for Windows word processor which will claim as much s 15 1B
for itself, and Corel Dram!, which commnds over 30 IB and
tomes with over 600 MB of extra filesow a CD ROM disk,

It's a long way from.VordPerfect 4.2, a very able word’

processor, which could be rum from a 360K floppy disk.*

ﬁ; LETTER from a

A programmer

g Ifollowing letter was in March 1993's FEEDBACK
colwm. It s interesting and gives an insightful
perspective into why one can still use a TI 9%/44,

"Uhen I was a college student on a tight t, I
learned to program o this machine. By solving Fortran
programs at home in BASIC, it was easy to comvert them to
run on the mainframe at school. When I finished scheol and
started this company I switched o PCs raming D05, Kovell

OSHTI

and UNIX, and MacIutoshes to find Programmng work., Yet my
only preparation for wiring terminals had cone in 45 o
the jubilant day that I fiowed out what was Uromg dith me
TI’s wodem table, and got the school's login prompt for the
first time from 20 mles amay.

The 9% 48 has a place of 1ts oum in m office and we yze
1t frequently. Early om, it became a jabel #aching  that
could chun out larwe jobe withouwt tuing wp onether
mchike. More recewtlu, we've heew Wwiting some  (possibly
fortheoming) serial I0 programs that automate the office
when ue've out. Furthermore, we're using the 71 az z
termual for UNIX, I haver’t had a chance to ivvestimate
an 80-colum card wet, but we siill riM Shel. programs  iu
40-colum mode, and it's really helpful,

Ve bought a used TI for o 14-monti-old som for
Christmas, It's dwable, imcredibly cheap and & toopl for
keeping his hands off owr machimes, at least most of the
time. He has stepped on it, and he's bornged ‘he keys in
excitement over seeing the Opening scresu of the Farly
Learning cartridoe. These are no-nos; however, he reallu
likes the sustem even though a little youg to work with
programs. Ve're writing owr owm simple wumber and alphabet
programs for speech, and I know this will bewefit him for
wears to come, ,

Ve're Mot mich for games( although we oum a few), and ue
hoven't used some of the popular programs such as
TI-Witer. siuce we have other word processors.  Ehat s
important is that we do use it and value it as a maching
capable of mamy critical tasks.

vince my T1 was new, it has fostered m; enthusiasm for
computers and everything their users car dp. These dys I
believe I have a wnique perspective. [ <mile every time I
hear -individals talking about programs they want to learn,
VordPerfect, Lotus, etc. The business world has by wow
chosen its stepping stomes to successful enployment. They
lie coutiously bemeath the umbreila of 100 percent
compatibility.

Something is missing from the mainstream of acceptance
of microcomputers.

Cowputer knowledge has become a comodity, with EVErvone
seeking the most commow or most marketable experiewce and
e easiest machive interaction, I salute wowr publication
and the mamy readers who realize that owe spreadsheet or
wor dprocessor is logically similar to every other ome, amd
that cometimes an alterwative approach (or even doing
things the hard way) prepares us for the bigger picture.
Or company has built a business on tackling jobs other
comanies won't touch, bettering owrselves every time we
learn ow way round a new package Or Machie. Experience
with machines like the 9948 mkes this possible”,

Hark Zemon

Cerebral Software
fir lington Heights, Illinois
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WHAT' 5 A

HEXBUS. ,.?

thar les bood han distributed the TIMA libvary update
disk with hiz APEIL 93 BITS,B¥TES and PINELS newsietter,

Gf more iuterest 15 hiz articles on the HEXEIE periferal
for the TI 2% 48 which was never released bw TI.

Not omlwhas Charlie borrowed ome of the faw that
escaped TEXAT INGTRUMENTS put he mas purchased a CLONE of

the HEXETS. Ves, someoMe,........ , 1M bermaMu has  brokew
the coding for the FEYBUS and is now meking them in limited
qUantity,

Yhat the HEXBUS allows one to do is to address the
sevies of small periferals such as the VAFERTAPE DKIVE, an
80 colum yrinter, a modem and disk comtrolier directly
from the TI 3948 without a PBOY.

0 most intersst is the article on the OUAD DENSITY DISK
CONTEGLLEE that hos been made 1o attach 10 the HEIBUS.
This allows o t0 a0 to a disk drive without a FBOY or
TORCOMF 3900 sustem,

The EUAD dewsity capability gives uwou 2880 sectors per
diskette,..or dowble the DOUBLE demsity capability.

Charlie has not received his disk controller
bt has ordered it

Now, I wonder how such these cost 7

Tom

Alexander Hulpke
in CANADA!

{harlie Good also got a letter from Alexander Hulpke,
the witer of a lot of great TI software: ¥.A.P.P. (Vet
fother Paint Programme) and YHI (80 colum utilitg
programmel.  Aparemtly, Rlexander has passed his PhD an
will be doing some post-doc work at Comcordia  UMiversity
ir NMontreal Camada. He says that he will NOT be bringing
over his Geneve, but I am swre that the Ottawa Club and the
Howtreal TI aroup will be able to help him out whem he is
here. Maube he will be invited to attend 71 (roup meetings
as a cpeaker. Ve welcome Alevamder to Camada sometime in
the sumer. 1 h0¥e he enjous his stay and cam weke Some
somtacts in the TI world

KNOW MORE MISS STEAKS !

L)

JHQY MORE MISG STEAKS:
I have a spelling checker.
It came with m PC.
It plainly marks fowr my revie
Hiss steaks I cammot sea.
I've rut this poem threw it,
I'm swre your please to no,

PSHTT

[t's letter perfect im its weiah:
My checker tolled me sew.

¢ Circulated at Coastal Corp..
Houston TI. as gited in COMMUNIZHTIONG
BRIEFINGS, 700 Black Horze Pike, Suite
110, Blackwood,HJ 08012,

. OTTAWA TI FEST &
' LIMA M.U.G.Conference

There is a contingent of the YAWARTHA %der's who are qo-
ing to the OTTABA T FEST on the 24th of April. They will
be leaviny the Feterborough area at 6:00 A,

Miyone interested can contact Glew Daniels at :

105~ 140-0153

The LINA Muiti User Growy Conference is set for May i4-
15th at the Mmiversity of Ohio campus at LINA.

I am looking for someone {0 g0 with to this TI Fest, I
hope we caM get some interest from both 0w arouwp and the
KAVARTHA 9%er’s to moke the frip.

Please let me kuow (Tomi if you can make it.

It usually proves to be a pleasant trip :f wou don't
have to drive through the night.

Hotel rates are very good and wou can pick up some good
%ﬁnms as well as shop at the duty free shop o the way

(10 commandments cont'd)

6. Thou shalt install all new application software
before it will rum properly on thy computer.

7. Thou shall run no program lest thou hast first
mde a backwp copu.

B, Thou shalt protect fsave) thu work frequentlu;
very frequently.

9. Thou shalt not kill thy dafa by pulling disks
out in the middle of a work session.

i0, E:hmi: shalt always meke backup copies of thy data
15Ks. _

#RB -
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1105HHMH TEXAS INSTRUMENTS HOME MEMBERSHIP FEES: ‘
COMPUTER USERS® GROUP

CHATE : RAY BL ODGETT “- HIBElst:P 3
TFEASURER:KEITH WYARD-SCOTT s 15

(723-5758) _
LIBRARY/SEC. : DOUG BURLEIGH ‘

(5¢9-5109] VISITORS to club meetings are -

VELCOME.
NEWSLETTER : TOM JAKABFY - Copuing charges for disks—of-
EDITOR £725-7298) the-Month are $1(your disk]

or $2(owr diskl

This newsletter was produced
on a TI-99/40 wusing FUNNEL-| MAILING ADDRESS:
2.0, FPAGE PRO, and PAGE PRO
CONFOSEERE. Dccasiponally news
articles are photocopied. Tom Jakabfy

660 Giveun Rd.

CSHAWA, Ont.
. HEETING TIMEG: L1IH BL7

The OSHAWA TI USERS® GROUP

(OSHT1J meets between the -
hours of 7:30 and 10:30 pm The OSHTI Users® Group is a
Location to be named in the Non-profit or ganization
Hewsletter. dedicated to encowaging the

continued use of the TI/994A

“ h T [ for education, entertainment

S and data management. The club
also supports the MNMYVARC 2540
or GENEVEI(TI compatible]
computer. o
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