OSHTI

L OSHTI PICNIC
ANOTHER SUCCES!

Vell the OSHTI picnic was another success. The weather
was hot and sunny except for a brief sut shower,
; tEuargone found their way to the site 0K despite the
detour,

Highlights inciuded the following:

> HORSE SHOES: amain Karen and D ‘shoed ' their
mstery over liz and Ray, and Ed and Bob. However, they
gc:t worn dowm by the third game which went t0 Bernie &nd
Tom,

» LANCEING : Dov showed his skills at paddling despite
a wiforeseer dumking | Karem couldn’t or wouldn't hand his
giasses to him,  Of cowse, Dom then changed hig wet
clothes for his bathing suit. :

> HOME BREV was sampled to compare it with the big
treweries, L

¢ BADMINTON and 'pool’ (not the swimming kind) proved to
be of interest to the teens while the wounger omes used the
;Imd for a swim. No Lawra, there are no 'toe-eating’ fish

> (00D CONVERSATION was the order of the day as we all
ejoued the hot summer of '93. Ve have already had more
sumer in one week than we had in 19%2! (See my forecast
back i the April wewsletier.)

v the FOUD was great | Thanmks 1o Jume for pickles etc.
1o Liz for the pastery W'ors d'owre and rice crisps, 1o
karew for the cheese amd fruit and to Jewnifer for the
salad, and to Fran for the potate salad and banana bread (I
vever gol aMw, B0 hool. hambur gs and sausages seemed
o a0 well “also.  Howcome those teens alwaws seem to
disappear uwher there i3 a job to be dowe but magically
Teapedr when the food's on ?

I hope Bevwie's finger has healed 0K The onions were
siiced well thoush | ‘
1 overneard some of the airls plaming something: mewbe
8 get tomether 2t Dhristwes...

I hope that I haven't left anything or anyone out.

-
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LAST OSHTI

MEETING:

The Jwe OSHTI meeting saw a  fly AR,
a00d crowd both from the OSHTT gqroup bl W
and from the Xawartha 3%rs. Phil
Towsend and Glen Daniels and Dick '
Buleer made it dowx ov the mice summy evening.

tnfortiMately, there were 2 wumber of LATE arrivals to
the meeting, It aEpea.rs that this was an oversight on
Tom's part . Ritson Koad has been dug up between Taumtow
and Conlin Kds, 6 wurber of members were aveeted bu a huﬁ
hole instead of a roadsay. Apparently the city did N
provide alternates via detowr sims.

Transfering files to and from the palm-top TI PC-6600
was demomstrated by Tom, Dow also brousht his Olivetti
palw-top orgamizer. It turms out that it too isa Tl
PC-6600 wnder the name Olivetti ! The Olivetti has
different colowrs to the plastic and is actually more
aestetically pleasing than the SHARTZ  (Kadic Shack
versiom]. Tom also demomstrated how to semd files to and
from the TI and I using TELCO(TI side) and TELIX{IBM
side). Converting the IBM ascii files (DF125 format) ca
be dome thoush the OOFER programme. There are other
transformers, but T dow’t know their names.

Phil would like a way of tramsferring his files on the
11 PC-5B00 to a Macintosh. If anyone knows of a way, let
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him or me know.

The Disk of the Nonth featured a MEV LDAD proarame.
Thiz loader has been released by frt Gidhens for  aeneral
use. Although it does not have all of the nice (eatures of
the HUG BEOT srowromme, it hos the ability to wo 10 AWT
BRIVE r..u‘?r? REK or HARD. The DDAD proovame caw
tiso be ‘chamed'  other  loaders to incrsase  the
Hexibility,

The lunﬁ
gae] o ov it as well as a CAD (Computer Assisted
er*‘mq} vrogaming,  Inciuded on the DO was the DUTCH

FILE {OMPRESSOR programme. Brief dewomstrations were doe
™ each 0f these,

45 the wight wore o the coffes draived dum and the
I trust everuone had o auod time,

donuts disapyeared,
e,}k-\-gx

ARTIST' 5
CARDSHOP

kY
Y all Started with a special request from oug ffr‘me;
Doug's wife wented a SPECTALIZED birthday iwvitationfor a
relative. fvne/Doug wanted some graphics and a border and
of cowrse details as 1o where the party will be held.

My first " thought was to use the COLOR CARD by
Comproding, I threm this out since the graphic was limited
to 1 CS60 graphic (small at thati, However, the Color fard
is the easiest to use since it is WSIWG.

Next 1 emtertained usinag PROE PED.  This is also
YUSTWUG.  However, I save wp on this since I had trouble
producing a decent border.( T am swe that I would have
gove this route in the future when I know how to do the

bmdgrsfi' I think ASGHRD has a special programme just for
Bor der =l
Finally, I decided to use AETIST CARDSHOP by Paul

Colemom and distributed through Comprodine.
%mst EMPHASIZE that this programme js NOT W¥SIWYG |
fi:

proaramwe i meMu  driven  and takes come
understanding  to get used to. The version that I used was
1.0, 1 can see a better version coming out, if Paul has

time 1o produce one,

The proarammes are written i c99 and written as E/A S
files. There ig an fBasic LUAD progromme that doesn’t like
raming out of KOS 6. 14F(MYARC). There is a 28 page
bookliet that comes with the proaramee. However, there are
a lat of assumptions ioo.

The iwtro mewu allows you to configuwre the colours of
streens o mke the proaramee easiey o use. HNice idea but
I dow’t feel this is a great help.

You ctam wext choose CAED BUTLDEE. Card Builder allows
you to do just that, build your card. Vou have am INGIDE
and an OUTSIDE to each card and wou proceed to do this.
However, the biggest problem i5 that you MUST PLAN AHEAD
before doing any building.  You MUST select ALL of yowr
araphics files and FONT files (TI Artist Instamces amd TI
friist fout files, .1 and .F at the end). Put these files
ov ONE disk BEFORE UOU STAKT | And meke swe that wou XNOW

DSHTI

M had a BACEBALL {John Phillips assembly .

“ G

the NAIES of the FILES | There is N option to cn ‘: CATALDG
from within the programme, this i5 the BIGGEST flaw in the
PYOgY ammeE,

It wra choree to do the DUTSTEE first (mest of ur would)
thew you must choose uowr fonts amd graphics.  Dddly
encugh, uout chedse the INSIDE fomts at this time as well (1
dow’t kow why you would have iol.

Tou have 40 lines to work with | Someome chouid have
said this somewhere. The SHALL tert Pri®ts on 1 line but
needs & gince it will alvays put a blank line between text.
f LERGE fout seeds 2 limeS 1o print 50 you wed 3 for each
large line.

The prompis do NOT give you am idea as*te whal "ﬁz’si you
can use. If wou have used lives 1 to 10, wou w:ll have to
know this ahead of time. Option 4 {view pasel is very
helpful 1o figwre this out,

Un & positive Hote, Ealh liME is autui-ahc,alig Centred.
You can use blamks to LEFT justify., Tou alsc don't have to
figre out how meny ietters to fupe. If wou can type 18,
then it allows only 10, If wou have room for 1, then
that's all wou can tupe in.

Yow can include corbimations of GRAPHICS and TEXT to
give a wvariety of cards.

You can also chose to do the OUTSIDE ONMLY (or INGIDE
oniyl before saving the file.

fis I mention the option 4 enables you to JIEV and DELETE
gach line or graphic.

fifter you save the card to disk, wou cmmw get back 1o
the main memw. I dow't know why you can't do this but it
seems to me that this too could be fixed up.

(ther things of note are the fact that there is HOT a
COLOUR optiow. Vou get whatever colowr uowr priwter can
print, However, if you use colowred paper, yOu fan  make
the card beter.

There are 2 foumts {owe large amd ome smalll, 3 cample
cards and a qoodly number of borders.

There is a file to show wou hor to weke borders from
TI-ARTIST. I used this and it worked. Just make swe that

%gg save the instance from the far left hmd top corver. to

extremity ou the other cormer.

Privting is FASTER than wost proarammes, howsver, the
programme doesn’t know that it has loaded ome font and will
reload the came fout for the ivside priuwting. Thiz is a
feature which would greatly speed things u;{

Finally, a nice featwre i5 the ability to add a pictwe
to the end of the card, Tou know, it’s where the price
would be. This 15 a nice touch.

The cost is $10 US from Comrodine.
the LINA HUG conference.

Tom (Bua. 331

Ig0t my copy at
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FUNNELWEB
Vsn 5.0
40 Column
EDITOR

The LATEST VERSION of FUNNELWEB 5.0 for 40 amd 80 colum
editors has arrived (Aug. 16th, 1393 from Charles Good of
the LINE OHID arowp . fother thamk wou goes out for the
massive distribution that Charles does.” I also received a
copu of the these programmes from Pat Graham of the North
Bay (lamadal F%r's whe also aet a direct mailing from Tomy
fetovern. Tharks ic Pat also.

I have checked out the version of the 40 colum editor
o both a MTwrc FOC and a TI FOC (FDC=floppy disk
cortroller) emd it works. fs you will recall, the 00 or
?uig}e quit from the editor used to leave wou in never-never
wakd.

Jf Note is the improved screen for Show Directory (5D).
Vou can see MORE file names on the screen. This 15 mich
imroved.  Lone are the (N> and B} Keys ou the 80 colum
editor, they have been %laoed by the {8 and <> kews or
the <CTEL B> and « Iy | The same thing is also in
effect on the 80 colum versiow. Uh1§ do I have the feeling
that the Meboveru's are LEFT-HANDED 7 Juam | ]

- There is a only ove problem that I can detect and this
15 quite minor, except if you are reading it, HELP file
HELF4E oM the 4U-colum e?ii tor is flawed. The letters for

mking boYes have some mistakes. I have redone the entire

file and made it into a wew help screem for the
distribution disk. As anyone knows, moking boxes with the

I character set is amything but logical. I'll try to

pass this on to other people whe are interested. The print

out of *-,_]‘ge HEY fjlanis be low:

zZ ?
B
3 | 3
E
c 4
3 ) 3
A
@ Y
D D
v 7
‘W
G 6
, 3 3
P ] O
TH- = S i >

.

Various Boxes (CTRL -,) T.J. 08/93 MSHTI
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The followivg article will ] e ¥ l
&l::: h}ejpful ;D’g%e people RAM DISK i

0 have & FRILUEE in their NV S gy N
Horizon Fam disk operating RECOVERY': ﬁf‘ﬂiﬂ i
oystes (DSK) | —mrmt

I hadn't beew working on the compuier for a week o 2o

aMd when I got 1o it, the BADISK DSE(Ds. 8. 14 N8R put

the computer into never-never land {a blank screew with an
atoying humi. T then fired up my system again but holdikg
douM the SHIFT kew, The main menu of the 71 sustem fires
W (actually the OPA S.0.B, screewi amd J was afis to rwe
the confisure file for the EOS 6. 14F again,

Wat I foud was that the smelier HRD was 0K, pui my
biger one with RAMBD in it wes not. Here is what I saws

sstrange charactors on the sryeew to the vam disk

soniv DSKT was seen as & drive; only 36 sectors om it

(DSKY and DSKT were goue! )

The only thing that I could do was to EEFURMAT the
drives to thewr proper Confiquratious,

Vhen wou do this of cowrse there will be WO FILES wher a
tatalog is called wp. However, as I discovered usixg z
sector editor like DSKU is that the data is still on the
disk {in the RAM CHIPS in this case] only the first ug
sectors o the ram  disks were rewritten drins
KEFORMATTING. :

Before I reformtted the DSKT.8 and 9 with the R0S 8. 14F
config. file, I did try to use a sector editor on these
drives. (nly about 30 of the sectors could actually be
read. The rest gave 1/0 errors on reading.

After the reformtting, I thousht that I would look into
the DSKT,8 and 9 sectors asain using DOKU. Low aud behold,
everything was still there. T then used RECOVER FILES
(from DSKU to see if I could recover kmoam files. Doila,
it was recovered.

Vhy didn't I use my back-up disk to rewrite the files
you might ask., Vell, there were some files that I didn't
haye backed W {oh no!). frweaw, it was a good test to cee
how many files I could recover,

1 learned something quickly. When wou try to recover a
PROTECTED file, DSKU gave me a <FILE NOT FOUND? messase.
However, on the catalogwas a * NONAE ' file with the
correct characteristics (by the waw, I did have a print out
0f NOST of the DSK7,8 and 7 catalogs from Jwe 33). WPhat !
did, was 1o erase the ’blank name’ using F3 and then tupe
in the correct name And weke it permanent by saving it to
digk, This worked fine. Remewber, this is for PROTECTED
FILES ONLY! The other wmprotected files were recovered with
no problems, .

Of course, the best way is still to have.a back-wp of
all of yow hard or ramdisk files. But if wou don’t then
remesber that they cam be RECOPERED using DSKY recover file

tion, .
¥ One other thing that I did to enswre that there were NI
files left wrecovered was to use the SECTOR EDIT fumction
of DSKU to PIEW all of the sectors. VWhile the sectors
between 3 -amd-20 are FORs (File Descriptor Records) , the
FORs for other files will be at other raudom sectors.

The only proviso for recovering wow files is that wou
DO NOT SADE ANV NEW FILES to youwr ram disk wtil you have
recovered the ones that you want,

Tom {(Aug.31,93)
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PROGRAM
FILE -

COMPRESSER:

e M a call late v june 1o thank me

;
Fndr ez
article that [ wrote. about him building the

Steue
for the
I, The vieasure was all mine Steve.
{qu* teve told me in that coMversation was

Zxeiting

MM OME 01 the LInH disks, Steve foumd an archiver
programe, but NOT just an ordinary one.

Thiz programme wi 11 frchive a prooram alright, but what
17 really sreat 19 that it AUTD ARCHIVERS (explodes itseif)
uhen EUN'!
~ Vhat dees this mean ? Vell }ust what T had asked for a
el months agt | This programee 'scrunches’ yowr program?
and then is KUNNAELE from the scrumched formmt | ¥hat we've

uitimpte TT,
< EUEH MOrE
1

ot now is yrogrammes that take wp LESS SPACE. This is.

yreat | Now you can put more in the same space |

This is great for people with small ram cards or whe
oy td h}re tr have more space; and who doesn’t ? Of cowrse,
sven users with 555D disks will get more space per disk

ton,

The programme was developed iw  Holland and  the
documentation is also in Dutch se Steve couldn’t find out
ail of the features of the programme that he will when the
4005 g0t translated.

It you have the LINA disks, its ow DISK T16A. llouldh‘t
utht know it T didw’t copw it; but I have 716B.

GOTTR HAPE IT |

P.5. I just found the PEC proaramme on LINA disk 7040
The documentation i in ENCLICH Steve, 50 the
tranziation has already been done,
fod that some programmes would NOT RUN proper ly even
cuah they mod been compressed (K,
ng CHEZ that are compressed and run have very little
wwed A fference,
The =32 B4 5 programmes seem to f‘onpressmm well, bui
tke DIICOU seem to hang wp.
Dt the 7048 disk there is Wote of a BUG in PEC that
SOMECME has mdrsssed It involves going inte the file and
sECUOr editing ¢ Twill look iMto it amd add it in here.
""*-mm Steve for pﬁmtmq oyt this proeramme, it has
saued me valuekle vam disk space.

T
1

aive
G

E?i

~ MORE ON
FILE FUMPRE SER
Hore abeut Prr Thsre is an articie on the PIC disk

out lining an apparent BUG or ERROR in the PP programme,

The article is called "PFCBUG™™, bw JH Vhite (Jeff
Wotel, The article tells uwhy some of the E/R S files FAIL
1o ompress

2rd run propey iu; FREDITOR was owe that dide’t
work whev compressed.

(ISHT1

I rend the skert (Ieos than 2 pr11'!+'-cl pmﬂ--J article ‘and
found it to be confusimg. I did fimally fique out mhat
was aoia oM by lookina al a proaramme that faiied 1o
compress and rim.  The proaramee was PREDITOR.

Here 15 ms attemet 10 outline the probiem,

Tou must wnderstand ONE thing in order to get the :dea.
The OME thing ocowrs as the second (2nd} word (2 word s
TV BYTES) of gach programme FILE i 2/8 5 format. The
second word is the actual iength of the prowame f:le,

For example: .
word £ = »0C70 (> weans HEXADECIMALD
This means that the wumber of sectors used for this

programee is >O0 (12 in decimmlsl. The 378 part means thar
Ji8 bytes of the wext sector (13thi are actuelly used.
Remenber, a sector is 2506 butes or YT in hexadecimel.

50, the programme that has Y0078 as the secowd word w:ll
be just over I2 sectors, but really uses an addition m
butes of the wext (13th) sectorl.

¥ell, when I checked this out using OSKU 4. 12 (Birdwelll
I found that the actual last byte on the 13th sector was
realiy >70, Bu the way it is easy to see this since the
bgtes after the last byte are ail'9's.

(Ed, note: If there are NO end zerps, then the whole of
the last sector would be used and wou would see »0DOC
instead of »0C78.

50 you cam see the actual wumber Y0078 SHOULD have heen
200D not YOCTB (this is 5 bytes too shortid,

Vell, wou moht want to know whg this programe will
work UNcompressed. The answer lies in the fact that the
lenath bytes in the 2nd word of the file ARE NOT really
used when E/A 5 is used! So how does the /A 5 loader kwow

when to STOP if it does*n t use this word 7 fh ha the ancwer

is quite simple. The /R 5 loader looks at byte 16 or »I0
of the FIR (File Descriptor Record). I taiked about the
FIR in the MAU 1393 OCHII page 3-4. The walue in this byie
iells the loader when 1o stop. In fact, 1t vead »7C of the

mre bute than weeded wher I locked it wp for the aboue

Yooy alme.

5o the 'BUG' in the PFC programme, ic really NOT a bhig
bug, it simplu did NOT look at the FIR when it shrunk t}a
tile. it only looked at the 2nd word of the file. Tou
might wot think that a few bwtes iS5} like this would
miter, but in actual fact they meke a big differzrce 1f
they are prowramme code.

S0, what wou MUST do, i3 1o a0 hack aMd read the FIE
Pate 10 or 16 and compare it 10 the Ind bwte inwerd 2 of
the file. If it ig »0078 there amd »7F in the FOE, then
you would rewrite this secior so that 1t would say »OCTE.

fmother e):anple 40U might have i that the d word
might read >IFTH amd the FOE at »10 is 00, In this case.
you MOST imcrease the lst byte by 1 and meke  the secomd

bute 00 thus you would rewyite SIFFR as 22000,

I have tried it oul and it worked perfecily. 1 used it
ov PEECITOR files (FREDITOR and 1’l’c.I'TTﬁE~J. both files nad t
have their Zud words adjusted. The fimal product was
Yeduced by 11 cectors fromd7 o 36 2 23 * savinaes in
space.
SEFT33 -4~
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T am mcluding this article on any disk that [ give put
kith the PFC f1le ri/compactor programse. FPlease be alare
of tas BUL It really occurs im the ORIGINAL PROGRANME
*Ha thus
ach.

irach

the compacted programme ey work but it also my

THE

Tom Aug.3.'53

SOME
OUIRKS

OF ROS 8. 14F

.

The NEV E0S (Fam disk Operating Sustem) released by Bud
.uhs at the LINB MUG Couferemce vsu 3. 14F should be used
Iy everyone with a RAMDESK (Horizomd. Throush out the
previous versions: this oue works!

Previousiy, I could NUT access the ram disk with some
rrogrames. This, I believe had something 0 do with the
isvel of access used in the DSR. Now, using ROS B. I4F,

- these problems seem to be cleared wp.

For exampie, IDENTIFILE bw Hike Dodd would NOT access
the kAt disks above DSKS., even though it would acknowledge
their presence. The same thing applied to the earlier
versioh of OGOFEE usw 1.0. This version, wow works on my
sustent, I know that Don (s will be to know this,
It was he who had to spend extra time uwriting more code to
get the Usn L1 to work om RAM disks. This twrms out’ NOT
tz be his fault but the fault of the DSF written for
previous versions of the R0S. I cam see why programmers

1 tear there hair out when they have to access so My
dzvices and the USE may be different for each. Hopefully,

the SE5T will have a qood working DSR that cam be accessed

g2z i,

The vew EUS comes with ROSTICE for the TI and Corlomp
1' .:\}' Goutroliers  amd  ROSHUARX for  the MUARC disk
liers, Mowpe thiz ic what the former versioms should

= 4
rad.

2
{“-.‘t

i

T

o

STICC NOT AS GOOD AS

ROSMYARK

NEUSFLaSH . ROSTICC BUGH

Fhil Tmsend fust phoved me and said that he fowd that
the FUSTILD would NOT CATALOG the Identifile yrogramme for
s dorizow Fam disks, So I went and tried using my Fam
a1tks v my other computer with a T comtroller. Swe
swough the :(E‘ET' E would NOT catalog ﬁN? Pﬁ!’ DISK above the
S1000.0 It works for a CRY OF Y1000 wut did NOT
5l ﬁq & ”"Jﬁdl‘*!f at (¥ »1400, S 1t saems.t}m there 13
* Ros 8. 14F: at least for the TT and Corclome dizk
Of ¢orse, the MEARD disk controller works

AGIN |
~ TO THE RESCUE:

The trials and tribulations of disks seem endless.
mnth I toid wou about how I was able to YECIPY &
which had a bad sector on 1t. hell T've had amoth
itteresting problem,

I was working with TI-BASE and
then deleted the file while it was st1ll
wew records.  The to top this off, I cop:ed a File f*:m‘
ore drive to the one I had my disk in.

I otew something was reallg wYong when the aoreen
started to accwmglate & lot of 'marbage’ (odd wrinti,

Vhen I got back to my main menu programme the disk would
NOT ever come wp with & reasowable wame. In fact it was
almost like an umformetted diskette.

1 wemt to my trusty DISK UTILITY bu John Birdwell and
fond that T rad re-wriften two sectors; not just amy
sectors, but sector 0 and sector 1! These are probabiu the
most important omes o a disk |

singe I could KEAD the two sectors memtioned, [ knew
that I could still WRITE to them if I could figwe out
what to write.

fipparently, the other sectors o the disk remuined ¥,
This is yrobably the case since sector O and sector 1
control most of what is written to all of the other
sectors,

Using my ADDANCED DIAGNDSTICS (by Miller Graphics), I
was able to figure out what to urite onto sector 0.

Sector 0 must have the disk volume wame, the %K
ietters, the type of disk (D350} and the imporiant BIT NAF
which tells the controller what sectors are auailable.

If vouurite an F into & bute, you are basically teiling
the comtroller that certain sectors ave USED zo dom't Lun*e
there, Since I didn't know how meny seciors were used I
Just put it a lot of 'F's', hoping to sopy the files to
avother diskette.

Thew 1 toumd all of the programme NATES and posit ik ot
the FILE DESCRIPTOR FECORDS and rewrote the SECTE 1 in

bute.

1 m
(15

a filg "”2}4 I

---.-nn-—

Gf course, W]"EH I tried to get a divectors, there was
Mess confusion | _
I forgot what I had in last mowth's nepsietter ! Zath

-

file descriptor is uritter as 2 bule wairs. o uhew
wrote D102 1 should bave uritten COGL 000, when [ did
the directory agaiv aypeared.

I besan o tramcfer all files 1p
Everything was 0K except for ome file. It was 7O SHORT |

vhat I did was to check out ‘w"'rrz the actual '-
stored by locking in the FILE DESCRIFTOR KEC(RD
checked 0 "ger if I Rad-freed wp those sectors on t'xg o
HaF, T HADN'T |

After 1 did, everything amin worked fine and I was able
10 back-wp the file.

Bil of the f1les were recovered |

SEFT R -F
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vhat did 1 legam 7

Don't crase files that you have open in TI-BASE while
JOU'YE Stiil working on them for ome. i
Tne secoMd thivg is obvious, YEEP A BACK-UP nof TIUK

&7

¥ORK, Dous w il attest to ths tor.

Ulastly, 1 learwed agaiw of the tremendous value of the
Do programme mven to us Iy the late John Birdweil.

" CABL

iom

The other day 1 was working on my TI sustem and noticed
that ome of m 3 L'Z disks seemed to be buggered (I/0 error
7y, The directory won't load and the size of the volume
was wen 0ff, I was abie to use DSKU to look at the first
foew sectors but they were all filled with the hex value
'£3'. In other words, the disk locked like it had been
reformatted. 1 could onlv read a few sectors as most of
the dick would qive I/0 errors. I thought that this was
wusial, but foumd that this disk was only BAD 3 /2 of
the lot. Simce I had backups for this disk, I was able to
replace all of the files after reformatting.

Vith anothey disk in this 3 /2 drive (D%I2.], I was
reuriting all of the new files to the disk when I woticed
that the sustem was slowing down. It was as if the drive
was having trouble allocating space for the files that I
Bas COpiMa, :

I switched to a difierent copy programme but woticed
that the sioumess in copuing files was still there.

Although the files were there in total, there was wo
probiem transfering the (reading) to another drive,

Ther 1 was deing some of this wewsletter amd woticed
that the saving {writing) to DSIC was also slow. For some
Yeason, saving to DSKZ, was havikg a problem. The drive
head labowed back and forth trying te find the proper
0 save the files. When I checked the placement of
tne files with DSKU, thew were on comsecutive sectors, so
thig bafficd e,

Frraliue I found that DSK2 would NOT verifu a disk if
30U kad just forsated a disk in this drive. There uwas
i 3 & Moy problem here,

3 Coincidence, - Doug said that he was having trouble
wth kis awk drive £5 V4 slimlines].  Uoug eventually
bought movew one and it seemed to fix the problem for him,
Downs hoeping that the same would ¥0T be true for me.
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test the drive outside of the PBox by making
after some fusbling and mistakes, I was able
he drive o perform properlu. Due of the 'fumbles’
: i ssuming that it had the same pin
PiACEMENTE af wy 3 L7 DSK4 law IBN drivel. For sore
reastm, e DSHZ drive mad the opposite pin placement.
Srgay, tee drive proved five.

Yhen I piaced the drive back in its reqular spot and
took @rive 1 DEKID out, DSIQ worked perfectly. With drive

{SHTI

5
oT o

. new commectors, I took the omes off that were m the had

s skeptical about the drive qoing bad, .

I retuned, so retwned the problem.  Have you aot 1t
figured out woaw ?

The answer 13 of course the ERRLE |

. When | examined the cable there was a remmed M piw
snap-on plug moved out. The merks ieft om the cable showed
his to br the case, foviously, theres was a smell Wrwak i
rne of the 34 lines between DSKZ and DSKI.

that I did was make another cable for the DSKD and I9X2
drives. I made it a bit lomger so that it aliwed wme o
replace the drives easier. Because I didn't want 1o buy

b

table. This takes patiemce and a steady hard. Also, wou
st Tiqre out how the? snap together. FEven doing this, I
hrokel off several hold dowms. Howsver, thew mere s1iil
useable. : .

Vhen I replaced everything in the PBox, it
correctly.

wovked

The reason that 1 mention this is to make everyone amars
0f the fact that CABLES can g0 wrong even after thew have
beex used for years | .

Here are a few things to watch out for.

Mccess errors
disks or files.

JSLOV SAUING {uriting) or READING.

»Disks that become sarbage after sitting in the drive
for a tew days.

YThe disk head moving for long periods thoush a
repetitive cycle.

(170 errors eg. #7) to previcusly good

TECE sure that anu new cables have the cownectors placed
at righi-anglies to the cable. Use a carpenter’s square (a
swmll onel or a Nathematiciams plastic triamale to line of
the correct placement.

Flace smell pieces of wood over eack part of the plastic
sonnectors and pound the top ome (ome with the piercing
perts! into the cable and holder. Use a ribber mallet ior
pourding if wou com !

Buy new commectors 44 you break off both swaps
hacking.

]
bt 4
-+
X

<
-
I3

For those who don't want to try seXiwg cables, uou cam
by them at most computer centres. 0f cowrse thew will be
more expensive. MNost IBN type cables will work. Some haws
the 'cld’ 34 pin commectors, some have both,  The cables

with a twist for 2 second drive are wmecessary. )

Swyrisingly, the IBN cables are verw s:imiiar 1o the TL
Az,

If wou still are having frowkie, comtact your ol
there are usually members who can do it for wou

Although I saved mself some mowey doing it myself, it
did take we about 3-4 howrs, However, I learmeda lot v
that time. Trust the hardsare, suspect the cables

Tom {Aug. 53]
SEFT 33 -G



WHAT'S a 5.1.G.7
{special interest
group)

'5 290, Doum phoved and suagested thal we mght
et w a Si6 (Special Interest Growpd o

H ¥

A Tew ice
dert b
Y Doy amita,

The idez i5 to get those werbers who are interested ix
prosramuing  tomether  for small meetings (not the reaular
v ones; 1o do some ‘yroarameivg' o the TI. This would
be on o voluntars basis and NO EXPERIENCE would be needed,

Tuitially, this would mean that the BASIC COMMANDS would
be revigied and then the aroup would do sOme  proarammits.
This would start with zieple programmes but might progress
W 1o move complex prosayamnes,

Ye will discuss this at the Sept. DSHTT meeting and see
if there are amy other wesbers interested.

Femerber, that the TI 9%4A has a wide variety of
lanquages 1o progvamse in; here is a short list.

#TL BASIC [built mie eLery mchine)

711 EXTENDED BASIC (requires 1B cartrideel

ASSENBLY LONGUAGE (requires MINIMEN or 32K expansion)
SFORTH (32K and proaramming disk)

PASCAL (32K and a p-CODE card)

539 (%) and o939 softuare)

STI-BASE (32K and TI-BASE prosrame)

SOEE (K and software-Sept. T,0.M.)

yThe Hissing Link(TML] (XBRSIC cartridee and 32K and T
softuarel :

HULTIFLAN (3K, 10 cartridge, disk softuare)
JOPL (3K, B/ cartr idge-agd softuere)

Fersomally, I prefer THL-béeause it is similar to
EXTENDED BASIC but has the-ability to use the TI reqular HI
RES graphics. A demo disk is available to show how
vower ful THL is.

I have included NULTIPLAN for financial prowramtivg and
TI-ERSE for data base programming since Yhey are user
Y ooy ammeab le,

The ASSEMBLY LONGUAGE iz the LOWEST LEVEL lansuage and
cperates at the YACHDNE LEVEL. Thus assembly lanquage will
be the PASTEST | OFL  (Oraphies FProgramming Lanquawel is
similar to assembly langquage but it resides iw every
machine in the HRON chips.

Some laguages can be combined with other lanouages.
(PSHTI

For example, EXTENDED BaSIC, TI BASIC fwith MINDNEN o 32K
'y FURTH and ¢39 con have assetbily lamquege 1% its oode.
This enables them o ascess faster roudings.

50 yoy see that proaraming cak be an ow-guing affair.

Fou can proaress from TD BASIC to more compler  forme of

PY ar amivg,

Tom Sept. 33

MINIMEM PART Il:

HINIMEM FPART I1I: from HAR.93 BO%er
by NART SHITH

It is NOT the intention of this sezcion 1o teach Asserbiy
programing o aMy poriion of it; but imwstead to show the
how you use the Mini Nemory module,

The next thing we will do is to enter a simple prosram, rn
i1, change it, and N it again 1o see the Changes made.

T0 KEV IN A PROGRAM - 1. Select Mini Memory

¢. Select Rum

3. Tupe "New®
Locatiow Code Label OP COIE Operawds Description
000 JZEC LUP] 1088 Hemory area for
e Ui reqisiers
7004 fz2od LI ®0,67 Inrtial priwt
006 0043 position Kow3d Col.4
7008 111 L1 k1,P0 Uhere the text i
008 R00CD found.
{00C {202 11 K2, 18 No. of butes to
TD0E 0B12 urite
10 0420 BLUP 936026  BraMches 10 the
[i1)74 6026 Write rouline
D14 {458 B *R1il Return to Easy
7016 4155 PO TE(T TASSEMELY LANGUAGE'
A ¥{D16
Mes +END

Providita there are no errors ... Select Fasy Bug and tupe
"ETI00® to ruM your program.

The program will display "ASSEMDLY LANGUACE" :in
columt 4 oM uowr screem,

T0 MRKE £ SIMPLE CHANGE: Select Easy Bug thew type HTTOR
aid with several enters it will display Hex 41 5353 45 4%
42 4 59 20 40 41 4E 47 55 4] 47 45 20 which is 85CI1 65 23
6353 TTEE 6B X WHESTETIESES 71 B9 R and
english 15 "ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE’

REXEY "NTD0A" and 42. Hit enter and kew ZE.  Note: hit
enter between each of the followings 43 2E 20 39 39 45 52
20 47 52 4F 55 50 20 20 20 whith in ASCII i5 66 46 67 46

SEPT 93 -7-
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Prod E Tl B TSl X X .

Prezs the pericd then "ETD00" to verify the chamges have
been epde. It wow reads B.C. 99ER GRUUP 7. A% wou can

326, Simple changes cad be made fairly 2asilu.

Sefore contimiing, Why not try

: POKING i the code 15 cramae
the shape of the ocwrsor.

to into BASIC and tupe "Call

FOREBI002, 255,129, 129, 125, 129, 129, 129,255)" and wou anll .

wote the owrsor is wow hollow.

TOHT

o TUTT oI
SUIE LK

YAHTT T

VLD, CAMCLEY
A moving 2 sim the
Scrollivg 1o the rig
LLEIGHT,

i
3.
4,

—
-

o 4
L

=
[a~]
pa

Butoweiic sprite wotion.

The last ome i3 the most complex. It is am artist
scketchpad that allows zlow or fast drawing on awy color of
sCreen and amy color pen, with eight divestions to dray in,
It alzo kac a2 horderidg feature.

HAVE. FI
CATALOGING

80 TRACK DISKS:

-what you should know:

In the JUNE OSHTI newsietter I reported that I now had
the ability to FORMAT or INITIALIZE a diskette to 2880
sectors (TOUKY using the MUARC Floppw Disk Cowtroller- (FDLI
and 30 tracks imstead of 40. I did this by adding a 4th
aisk drive (yes, HPARC allows 4 floppy drives; not like TI
tat allows only 31, The 4th drive is a PANASONIC 3 1/2°
drive (20K ],

Yell, you would expect some problems but not as memy as
I hape found.

The first ome came when I tried to DELETE a FILE from
the 80 track drive. I was left with a N0 NAME (blank) file
of lewgth 2 sectors. This happemed using D190 ven 3.5

I also found out that DISKREVIEW (Fumelieb 4.4) will
NIT forwat the disk properly,

_ Then the most startling discovery came when I was
writing files to the 80 track disk amd thew came wp with a
NO GPHCE ervor. [ thousht that I would be out of space,

ut when 1 checked with the JEMD, programme and with DNL000,
thew both indicated hat ther® w&® still lots of free space
left. Ubviously, somethikg was wrong,

I thew did a comparison of several proarammes that tell
you how mich space is used and what is still free. The
results are increduious. So here thew are, FEAD them and
YEEF.  The programe writers will be wondering where they
wENT W DA,

s E 2T 0 R s
PEOCRAME {FREE USED | TOTAL
WPARC DN 111 e 2778
FUEB DISKREVIEV | i(2 2778
{Uen 4. 40}
- DSHTI

REPIGCOPT 0z 2708
IDENTIFILE e 2TTR
S.OLB. iR i 2778
CLIPITIASHRRD: o2 2778
ekl i 2878
(Tan 4,21
T1 BASE e ] e 2578
{Taw 2,04 .
B RO R R R X XN E R L n
archiver 102 2745 2850
o (T2 3,3}
TELCD 897 1963
—(Tsn £.30)
o oloe 300 1380
feere [ T2H 3, 3 oo (IR T ABLE - - -
HEND 854 2024

EﬁﬁRI"I'LE ~~~~~~ ]

fbuiously, the Gorrest answer was siven by DISKREVIEY
and VAKC DN 111, The total sectors on the disk is 28EC,

s¢ what explains the errors in the other programes ?

The EM! progromme that I have used so long with the
horizon ram disk i5 totally out of itas is DM 1000 Ts
3.5, In fact DM 1000 aives a different answer each time
you use it. MENU also gives a variabie avswer. T cau ces
why there was & file delete problew when I used INIOG0 Uan
3.5. TELLD gives the same wumbers each time, but they
disagqree with the others.

fim I still qoing to use an 80 track disk &rive ? Tou
bet, but I'm going to be very careful to urite to it using
a r%putable disk marager.

om

PHONING OSHTI LONG DISTANCE:

Just a reminder that the new AREA code for a OSHTT awd
swrowding area will be CHANGED to 305 (from 4161 as of
CT.4, 1993. ta

(nlu NETED TORONTO will remmin as 416,
impor tant 10 anmuone phoring LONG DISTANCE.

IR

Thiz ig
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The TRANSLITERATE (TL) COMMAND

8 TRANSLITERATE (7L} comsand in TI-Writer (FunnelWeb, etc)
turns a4 opreviously defised character into a3 REDEFINED
character. There are several advantages of this. For
exzaple, you coulds

{. change ore syabol into another
2. change one syebel inio a printer control coamand
3. change wne or sore syshols into a picture
To accoaplish the transiiterate in 7i-Writer you sisply use
the dot ?L‘cémaand folliowed by the number of the character io
be changed followed by a colon and the nuabers which redefing
the character.

For example, C.TL 12:E7.87,10 at the beninning of a line
foilowed by a carriage return {c/r) redefines the V' as the
sequence 27 B7 1. This ic a stapdard PRINTER command which
turns ON the LYPANDED print for your printer. When you RUN
the file though the FORKATTER, every occurence of the 'V
character #il! cause the gprinter "to change its print to
EXPANDED double width!, When you type vour text, the '
letter looks as it should. It is ONLY when you go through
the FORMATIER that this wiil change.

The NEXT question is HOW to change back to the REGULAR print
that vou want in the rest of your file. Hote: Expanded text
is usually good for TITLES !

Since you have defined '}’ to turn on expanded print vou can
redefine another character to turn it OFF, For example:
LU 1I627,97,0° will redefine the **? character which in
tern will return the printer to its print wode used before
the *17 was invoked.
Where did [ get these codes 7 The answer is "fros the
PRINTER manual that coses with your printer®.
Where did ! qet the CHARACTER codes like *1” equal to {24
and ’*' equal to 126 7 The answer here is, "from the
TI-WRITER reference manual."
In fact there are 128 characters that CAN be redefined, They
include characters from 0 ta 127, The characters below 32
are accessed by 'CTRL U'; see page 146 in the TI-Writer
- manual fp see the characters from O to 34,

After having said all this, one does MAT want %o redefine
things like the * 7 or space cossand, or a letter like 4’
since they are used throughout the text. This leaves you
with a few cheracters like V[ 31 {3} ' i1~ and the
cbaragters below 3Z.

However, there is a way of making these characters go
farther. You eav redefine the same character over and over
ajain tp acromplish different things. 1 don't do this too
often, but I may want to print out 3 *!" at sose point in my
article, so [ simply put °.TL 124:124° on a line just before
I want the'i" syabol to be correctly printed,

For those people who want to use the *™ syabol to be printed
like an “¥7 just use °.TL 124:88°, Every tise the '*" symbo!
is encountered by the formatter, an *I° will result,

DS HTI SEF 23

‘cospounds  which need subscripts and superscripts.

T

Usually, I have OME ar THO Files which have ali the
TRANGLITERATES in thes. [ use thea az a sort of siardarc.
Thiz is great when 1 3m printing chemical sysholz o
I use the
¥ s1gn to tern on superscriptz and the ¥ sige fo firn on
the sudscripts. To turn the sub AR cucerscripts OFF aniy one
symbol 5 needed, There-] use the 7' fp burn thea off,

The TL function comsand car have several different 4at EEVT
together. 3o if you want ta de Zor I oor wmore things like,
set the print to condensed, set the left margin to 5 and the
right margin te A& thes vou just have fo use one redefine
character. GSo what T as saying here ic that vdu can CHAIN
coadands 1nto the ane character. The limitation for chained
coasands is the length of the iine. There MUST be a carriage
return at the end of the TL coasand

If the TL cosmand only did printer romeands it would he &
pewerful tool.  The fact that newer printers have amore
printer options peans that you wiil never have to worry. You
can almays transiiterate z character to 4o the job.

Now that FUMNELMER 5.0 is out we alse have 120 sore
characters 1128 to 203 if you use the ALL CHARACTERS opticn,
This means that you could wse these For transliterstes if
vour printer is turned on in the IBM forsat,

BRAFHICS CHARACTERS:

Because sost printers allow its characters toc be redefines,
one can accoaplish this with a TL comeand.

The cossand *.TL 33:27,76,11,0,0,24,12,6,3,255,255,3, 8,12, 24
' will redefine the exrlamation point to a DOWM ARROW

How to redefine print charactars is found in your printer
sanual.

There is also ways to convert 71 Artist Instances intp JL
coamands. SWAN qraphics editor also allows TI-Writer €iles
to be loaded and a picture printed. For sore information on
this we bhave the CHICABD group’s TI-WRITER SUPPLEMENT which
has exalples and other related prograas.

As you can ses the nriqiﬁal TI-#riter progras hat a lot of
power built intn it For the tise it was done and for the
future. It was well thought aut and is still ome of the best
word orocessors around.  Although the original Ti-Writer
programse has been iaproved upan by Tony fehovers  din
FUNNELWEB and by R.A,Breen in TI Writer vsn 5.9, the original
ideas are still there,

By the way, this entive pade was printed through the
forsatter in TWD FASSES without touching the paper in any
Wiy, Newer printers have the ability to BACK FEED the nsper
and print where you want to.

Tow Jakabfy {5ep,93)
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MEMBERSHIF FEES:

The OSHTI menbership is $15
rer faeily per uyear.

Members receive ten(l0l HewWS-
letters per year. (Jan.—Jun.
Sep.-Dec. ).

Mewbers also have the use of
the club library (CASSETTE +
DISK]).

TISTTORS to club meetivgs are
WELCOME.

Copuing charges for disks—of-
the-TMTonth are $1{(vyouwr disk]
or $2(our diskl

Thiz newsletter was produced
on a TI-29/4A using FUNNEL-
=.0, PAGE PRO, and PAGE FPRO
COMPOSER. Dccasiomally  wnews
2articles axye photocopied.

HAILING ADDKESS:

Tom Jakakfy
660 Given Rd.

MEETING TIMES:

The, SHAWA TI USERS?® GROUP
[DEHTI] meets between the

houwrs of 7:20 and 10:30 pm
LJocation to be named in the

Hewsletter.

DSHAWA, Unt.
L1H B8L7

The QSHTLI Users’ Group is a
Non-profit organization

dedicated to encowaging the
continued use of the TI/A 2944

O0=hTlI

OSHTI

for education, entertainment
and data management. The club
also Supports the NMVAERC 540
or GENEUE(TI oompatxble:
computer.
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