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THE PHILADELPHIA AREA TI-99/4A USERS' GROUP (FEB, ’88)

_ Fhe Philadolahia firez TI-99/{A Unera® Grovy ek
twice 2 menth. Bn the first Sgturday of any given wonth,

#e meet at the Burks County Yputh Oevelopsent Center,
(YOC, whith is next to Weshasiny Mal}, Adsinictration
Building, beginning at 10109 an. On the third Baturday
ot 2ach aonth, we mpet at LaSalle University, Jth Hlney,
ir rone H-329 Yorated  in the  Seinnco Euilding.
flesherstdn to The Philadelphia drea Ti-9%/47 Users’ Groun
is zvaiiable to ail, We invite anyane Lhat is interested
in the T1-994k te wvisiz ys. Step in and see what is

available to you for wour TI and how nesiership can
beredit you!

Surrent szeratsve aoard cossiste of:
PRESIDENT.uev v aanuas DO firsenault..,., 245-348-0445
VILE PRESIDENT..,... Allan Silversteen. 215-885-1910
SEERETARY...uvuvvran Mark Mannnop.. .. F9-TEE- 5T Th
THEﬁSL’RER----.-.-.-- Tﬂ. D'HI'II]IJHHD".. 2]5-?1’?-?353

Conmitees comzists of:

Ti-d-B115 ..., Kaloh Field....... M5-3R7-7570
Gon Arsenaudt,,... 2Lo-366-0445
Bill Hughes
Rice Hall

L]HEﬁRT Fhanmn leﬁ Eh!l'vcn.rt--- 215-?52'l155
Hewton Stadisan

Charies Camghall

Bill Hugkes

Bob Lungin

ASSISTAMY TREASURER, krank Passini

MENMBERSHIF ..

EBREATION .... Barry Traver
Bud Shapiro
Carlo Angelita

EQUIPHENT ... Kice Hall

REMEMBER to be considerate when calling any of the
dbove peopie. Lisit your calls to the Barly evening
hours,  Lapx to Ypal

The ogpinions expressed hersinm are those af the
indivigead authors are noet necessarily these g4 the
Fhifadelpiia Area TE-99444 lsers’ browp or its officers.
NMor = the Philadeiphia Area T1-99/44 {sers’ broup or any
o its  offiters respomsihle  for  any danage,

inconvenience; or losc which may result as 3 consequenee
af the use of any written saterial hereia,

I1-g-H1t5 1& published mosthky by the Fhiladeiphia
Area  TI-99/40  Users’  browg, P.0.  Bm 10424,

Fhitadelghia, F& 19126, ALl matersal herein pav be
reprinted freely by other mon-profit User Groups, [ualess
ctherwise stated), as leng as promer credit is qiver {0
ucth source and asther,  Contributions are encouraged,
but nz paysent is wadw.  Ediluriad, agveriizing. ang
classtfieg, copy MUST be i Bv the LAST dav of the
Rrevlous  month.  You can BLthEr Rail your oY to:
TI-d-Bitz. tio Tse Philadeiphia fAres TI-99/40 Users’
groue. Po0Bmx BG4BS, Fhiladelphia, FA 15170 or send 3t
vig mgdeR dv coatactiag Pon freenaclt at  (3151-368-044%,
I+ vaur pioce coatains ane TiZqF 4Kay Lllaf LS, OF CDOE,

send a gaper ¢opy 41 FINGL PUHLICATIGE S10k,

fassified aes sre printes in hblocks. A block
consists ot 3 lines, 55 characters wipe, or any 1RCFERERT

ef 3 dines. Class:tied aovertiseng 1s accepted froa
sebhgrc 2t MY DHARLL dor & one Lluek ad, P fealt,

fdditionat ads froe mesbers gay b2 places at cost pf
$L.09 per beock.  Woa-mesbers say £lace ciassified ads at
2 rost of $2.00 per hiock, ALl advereisemeats MUST be
$aid far 1m advance

Coszercial agverticing is accected ror publewalion sl
the fobiowing rates;
fearter page ..., % 500
Hal+ page vouvnuns § B0
Fuld page ....ouuu $15.00
Cosrercial advertisemenis will he piaces in the neet
availahle dezue. Bil adverbicpments MURT ke gaid lor in
advance,

The editor of T1-d-Bits or the executive board ¢f The
Fhiladetphia area T1-99/4a Users’ Srowp reserve the Fight
te reject any material submitted for publicetion for any
reasans.

The Fmiladelphia frea §1-99/44 Users’ Group’s progras
Yibrary is availasie to all ackive neabers at NG CHARGE.
A catalog of the library's contents is grven to ail new
BERbers Upgn reovest and wpdates will appear in this
pablirakion 4rea tiwg to time. 7o ootein setertal [euw
the Library, contact the librarian for the oest srocegure
to ebtain your regquesis,
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

By Bon Arsenault

Well, ay first eeeting as president weat aff without
too much of a hiteh!
The Fairsare disks were an overwhelming success, ang

Will be repeated at mgst, if not all the aeetings. For
those of vou who got the FUNNELWED disks at the Jan.

aeeting. return the disk *A* for a replacesent at the
Feb. meeting., There is a tile (FP) missing on the disks
distributed at the last meeting,

The PACS Coeputer Festival is scheduled for March 19,
from 1l: to 4:00. The 71 SI6 WILL be represented at this
tunction, which will take place in lieu of our regular La
Balle meeting. Please plan to attend. MWe will have T1
systeas and beneves on display, and we mill zlso have the
broup Progras Library on site. LCopies of any library
disks will be available there for all aesbers. Me need
valunteers to help out at this function! I you have any
particularly interesting graphics programs to display, or
can deaonstrate some of the great softwsre and hardware
We have for our machines - THEN WE MEED YOU. Here’s our
thance to show PACS and the Philadeiphia people what our
tystems can do. Cail ee for further info.

Reaeaber the date MARCH 26''! This is the date of the
TICOFF’BA at the Roselle Park High Schea! in Roselie Park
NI, {Exit 137, 6arden State Parkway) from 94M to &PM.
Admission is $5.00, prepaid admission gets a free disk of
TI or IBM software.

Contact:

Tlcoff

§85 W. Nebster Ave,

Roselie Park, NJ 07204

(2011241 -8701 /4550

This vyear the TICOFF includes an IBM and clones show
as well, so it should be a big affair.

Resesber the YOU meetings which are held on the st
Saturday of each sonth at 10AM. On the agenda now is a
MultiFian seminar which will include a spreadshest for
recording and preparing vyour 1987 Federal taxes. This
seminar is conducted by Ted Chemey. Also at YOO is a
cossunications sesinar where various cossunications
software is used and we actually get on-line to Ipcal
BBS"s.  We have just started a course on FUNNELNER which
has received an enthesiastic response. GOf course our
resident hardware expert and Vice President, Allan
Silversteen, is on hand to help you solve any hardware
probleas and/or modifications that vou are planning. We
also have a cosplete copy of the library there, so you
can also get any disks you oay want. Frobably the best
thing of all at these meetings 15 that therz 15 free

coffee and doughnuts availsble for munching.

Bet out your graphics prograss and participate in aur
PATIUG POSTER CONTEST. Basically what we are locking far
15 a poster with an eve-catching graphics and test which
we can put on various comsunity bulletin boards in the
area advertising our groep. The purpose is ta inforw the
994/h owner of at least:

IV WHD FATILG is,

2) WHAT PATIUG has to oifer a Y9478 owner.
3) WHERE ard WHEN FATIUG meets,

4) WHD tn contact for information, f{use my phone no.)

We are patterning this contest after a similar
contest run by the Houston User Group last year. The

winner of the contest will be awarded a box of printer
papar!it!

That's all for now, see you at the neetings.,
keaesher ta bring along one of your favorite prograss or
routines that vou can desamstrate to the groug.

HOKDEH X
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SECRETARY'S NOTES

By P. Mark Mannop

FommempesspwEemrE

Once again, this column is in two parts, the first
part being mostly the same as the DATA BUS colusn. As
usual, the *just for this colusn® stutf begins with
"Notes Froa Here and There'...

JANUARY MEETING NOTES

The aeeting bBegan with about 40  amsabers in
attendance. Eric Bray demonstrated the HY-ART program
tor the beneve 9540 computer. Happily, the probles with
the mouse that occurred last time was corrected. My-gRT
is an advanced graphics progras that creates high and low
resolution pictures. (Actually, what is now considered
*low” resolution is what we would have calied “high"
resolution not to0 long ago...) NY-ART now isolements
inverting, or saking a airror image of the picture in
meaory, and it can be flipped either horizentaily
{left-right] or vertically {up-down).

Incidentally, a drastic FUBAR crept into the DATA BYS
coluan last tiae, when I stated that the card that allows
placesent of the Speech Synthesizer in the P-E “ox was
sade by Mechatromics... Mell, the product .  JTUALLY
sade by Rave 99, the folks that aiso make an IEM style
kevboard for the TI. Serry hout that... And thams to
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the foiks at 71-b-5iT5 tor tatching the error,

NEN FAIRMARE PROGRANS DEMOED

Don  Arsenauit  demonstrateg so@e  new  Fairware
rfferings that have opeen adged to our ligrary. o
dodition to availability ot the prograss on disk, the SIE
15 also Providing copies ot the printed gocusentation.
PREPR 35 8 88 ut i,Lu fo rover np DOSIGCLOVING CTets,

FURNELHED 4.0

s 15 the [atest version of the Furneiweb grograa
thal TORES gub Of Funmeswes Farg gown IN Wew south dales,
Auctraiia. Forseriy ralieg “runneiwriterc, the prograe
M35 OrOWN Trom 0Ein0 an idWsiy ii-Writer (opader th being
d Tuii ulrlity esviroRment. The Funnelwed disk can
DBcome the wuser’s matn pronram 9isk, as 1t inciudes Eif
cavabilities, v1sk Manager UG, and has grovision for
icading  the user’s tavoriie modes, tatasase, and otner
progrags +rom 1is main menus.

il's DeEnh awnlie aiace the |ast reiease of Funnelweb,
ang 1t was worth the wait. ifnere used to be a new
release everv ouner @onth, i1t seeged, and what agazed &g
“az NOW  ealh version substantialiy  1mOroved dpon tha
1asL.d 10 4, ¢ rejease has s08e nicte teatwres added Lo
e, w “ruler* has been added to the End-Gi-File line in
the text editor. 1The Show Directory feature (which is
availabie tfrom the senus by pressing FCTN 7, as well as
troa the £diior) now I1nciudes a row ot numbers next to
the filenaees. Pressing a cerresponding nusber key will
tlan that particuiar f1le so that it wiil aptonaticaliy
apeear 1n Leadhile and SaveFile tunctions. Vhere ts 3
sCriptloader tunction in the Loaders section that allows
the user to execute limted D/V 80 batch f11es created by
the tartor.

Une other nice new teature of the 4.4 parkage 1s the
"Contigure* prooram which allows the user to vary the
features pf both the IBASIC "LBADY prograa and the
"UNLL* program easily. Among other things, one can set
screen color, Editor printer parameters, and Feraatter
printer paraeeters, (I appreciate the forethought in
allowing two printer paraseters, as [ “print® to an 80
coluan tersinal through RS232 in the Editor, and to &
grinter throuah PI0 1n the Formatter...)

What’s next for Funnelweb? Hard to predict, but there
are strong hints in the documentation that they are
working on implisenting the International vErsion of
Tl-writer... Uslauts and all that.... Sose printers
have international character sets built into thes (Gemini
W0}, for exasplel, so if they get this qoing we can type
letters in Gerean or Spanish or whatever...

BIRDWELL'S DISK UTILITIES 4.0

This 1s a compiete disk manaqesent package written by
John bBirdwell; 1t 1ncludes a powerfuyl 01sk manager as
weil as an excellent sector editor. Within the esitar,
one can use the tind string function o locate a certain
string anywhere on the disk. This enabies one to edit a
Chosen sector without extensive searching.

ARCHIVER I 2.3

Brietiv snown Was the (atest version ot Archiver 1.
writien by Barry woons te be compatibis Witk Barey
ITAVEr's Qr1oinal  HrCRIVEr. tRis iatest version ot
Archiver L} ipcludes a COMDress-gecamgress uwtitity 1m
a4dition tD tre archaving tunctioss. Jo explain what
this does. here's am exagpie: an asseqanly lanquaoe gase
LOASISLIAG O tWD S8 SeCTar +iles may take o to 66
SeCIOrs when arthived into one +i1ter but whem the
archived tile 15 compressed 1t only takes 47 sectors. A
compressed file takes fess tide, theretore. to upload and
downtoad +rom a bbl. Lomoressed ang archived tiies have
been showing up on the T1-D-B11S BES, aec well az the
lepttord Vi aroup’s BYS, so vou'il need this proaram io
uRgack thesg +irles,

o deteraine 1t a 4:1le 15 archives and/or COApressed,
ChRCK 1U5 torsat on the ci1sk cataing, A BISIFIY 128 +ilp
15 UsUaley arcmives luhiess 1t's an ALE +1lel, whiie
INT/FIX 128 1ndicates that 1t°s compressed as well.

CRYPTOGRAM SOLVER

Frank Fassinl demonstrated his Cryptooras Solver
rooram. Ine program will allow vou, tD  splve a
cryptogram. once it has been iypec in. by substituting
letters. It vou tind that vou've made several Ristakes,
You cam erase what vyou’ve substituted and start over
again.  Unce vou have the solution, vou can save 1t to
di1sk lalang w1th the cryptogras, ot course...; he tile
toreat aliows the aaxisua anount 0t +1les to be saved to
the disk. In addifion to using the progras to solve
cryptocrass, you can also epcode Cryplograss as well,
This program is to be on the February Disk-oi-the-honth.

- MANTED: ARTICLES

It was mentioned that we need articies ¢rom our group
tor the TI-D-BITS newsletter, While it’s nice to raprint
inforaative articies from other T1 newsletters, it's also
nice to have soge from our own mesbership, Evarvone has
one favorite prograe, utility, or piece of hardware that
can be reviewed for the rest of us, Perheps you've come
up with soae nifty programeing trick - share it with ys'
The articles don’t have to be Jong ~ just long enough to
get your point across.  You'll find information on
getting your articles to Don on the inside front cover of
Ti-D-BITS,
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PACS CONPUTER FEST ~ MARCH 19TH

And speaking of vour favorite programes, ete., we will
be at the PACS COMPUTER FESTIVAL, showing off what can be
done  with  our  *geag" fachines, as wWell as the
very-auch-alive Geneve 9440, The Fest runs froa 11:00 an
to 4:00 pa, and will be in the LaSalle University
Baliroos, which is upstairs froa the cateteria. Seo bring
your favorite T1 stuff and show it off!

Because of the Festival, we will probably not have
uur requiar seeting that day {or if we do, it will be a
short “business meeting before the Fest).

LIBRARY DN PACS BES?

Gur  public-dosain library again came  under
discussion, Suggestion was made that prograes from the
library be placed in the TI section of the PACS BEE, one
diskful at a tise, and be changed weekly. A quick poll
of the meabers revealed that most of us do have modess.
It this could be implisented, it would increase access to
the Library for your mesbers, as well as increase gur use
ot the PACS BES,

Speaking of the PACS Wulti-SI6 BES, there are now

four new phone nuabers  to  use: (219
B42-9400,9501,9402,9403. The numbers were changed to cut
down the noise probies, and it seess to have worked!

INSTRUCTORS FOR YOC

We would like to expand the range of instruction far
our meetings at YDU; there is ample roos to have more
than one class guing at a time, with perhaps a beainner’s
course running concurrently with & more  advanced
offering. e would like to have volunteers to hiead up
tlasses, If you have a handie on 3 particuiar prograe or
utility we’d like to hear from vou. Another passibility
would be evening classes, if it could fit in with YID's
scheduie.

CONTESTS..,

The 50/50 was won by {ahes) ge...
TRENTON CONPUTER FESTIVAL

April 23-24, the fourth weekend of fpril, are the
dates for the annual Trenton Cosputer Festival. Trenton
is probably one of the biggest computer shows on the
Eastern Seabuard, While vou probably won't $ind lots of
specifically TI stuff there {although I found some used
equipeent on sale last vear), you'! #ind a lot of great
bargains on peripherals such as oy drives (349K IBN
compatible are fine), hard drives, printers, anf sg
torth, all at very nice prices' and I°a just talking

atout the flea market here...
alenty of "new eouinment”  vendors, as well as
demonstrations and discussions. This is one week after

the April PACS meeting, so save vour computer zllowance
money!

In addition, there are

NOTES FROM HERE AND THERE
PARALLEL AND SERTAL DUTPUT Vin THE JOYSTICK

The last issue of Interpational TI Lines (Dxfard,
Englandl [’ve received has an article and scheaatics far
obtaining hoth serial and paralle]l outputs froe the
joystick pert of the TI-99/44. Included in the article
are MiniMesery Asseshly prograes to drive the two
circuits. The author has used the serial circuit to
drive a Tandy 7P-10 {a 32 colusn theraal printer, now
discontinued) and claims it wouid also drive a modem: he
has used the paralle] circuit te drive a Seikosha BPI00A
dot matriz printer. The parallel rircuit draws its 3
volt power from the printer; some printers provide this
on the “Centronics® connector, others may not.,. You'd
have to check the printer handbook to be sure.

While the article is a tad too long for me to type
into this column, I°11 have it typed up in tiee to subait
te the next TI-D-RITS,

i also glean from this publication that 2 PE box is
being Made by 3 firm cailed Atronics. #s far as | know,
it isn’t available here in the U.3. Does anyone have any
turthar info?

DEPTFORD DOINGS, ...

The big news fros Deptford is that they have deciged
to become an autonomous group. Formerlv a chapter of
DViE {a TI grous headed in Christiana, Delaware, with
chapters in Dover, Del,, and Mtlantic City, N.J.), the
group  voted umanimously tp become an independant
vrganization degicated to the 71 and feneve, The qroup
plans on issuing its own newsletter. The Deptforg TI
group {which hasn’t heen more formally naged as of this
writingl has bezen growing stronger aver the past year,
and is looking forward to more growth.

NEW WARES AT THE FAIR

The latest TI FORUM in the February Coaputer Shopper
had a report from Marren Agee on the newest offerings
shown at the Chicago TI Fair. Several new products Jlopk
rather interesting,

Genial Conguterware offers several new prograss,
including "PC-Transfer” by Mike Dodd, which will tranfer
TifGeneve and MS-DOS files both ways and format IEM Sack
disks in the TI’s drives {(you need 3 Double Density disk
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controiier, either Myarr or Corcompl. Cost ic $25.00.
"Remind He!" is a nifty calendar/mesp program that sells
for $15.00, And *Graphics Expander’ is an assembly
language utility that takes a €S6D or 7] Artist font and
changes its sizes one can alter the size vertically or
horizontally, and save the result as either a C560 or T1I
Artist foat. This also alioms transter of fonts from one
program to the other. This ane goes for anly $13.00!

MeCann Software offers a new hardware product called
the "Avanti 99*, which is a “aultiprocessor board for the
T1 powered by the NC4014 Forth Engine’, (Don't ask ee...
I's jut quoting...) *Each card has 8¢ battery-backed DSR
RAM fully accessable to the programser. The NC4014 Forth
Engine on each card has 4BK of its own high-speed static
RAM. and each card has the CH-Forth operating system in
ROM.  Several cards may be installed and used for
ditterent operations in the PER at the same tise.® The
card ruas at § Million Instructions Per Second (5 MIPSH,
and adding cards increases the MIPS,  Suggested retail
price is $500.00,

{I's sure it’s all very nice, but I’d sure like to
know what it does,., What exactly doss it co-process?
I"d lixe to see a deso of this one,)

fyarc is oquoted as saving the hard disk controller
will be released Real Soom, and is morking on My-Word 2,
which  Peter Hoddie intends to make work like a
“eain-siream word processor® (i.e. like some of the
M3-00S offerings). Which smans that the <backspace’ key
Brases as you backspace (while the left arrow does noti,
and the {insert> operates continuously until yau turn it
off, among other things,  Hoddie also  mentioned
incorperating user detined macros inte the progras.
{i've recently used an MS-D0S program that has these
teatures, and they are very easy ta get used to,..)

And spmaking of Myarc, there was a #ull color
half-page ad for the Geneve 9440 pn page (94 nf the
February Computer Shoppar, ;ust balow the TI Forus. The
ad mentions the Hard/Floppy Controller, as well...

T.1.C.0.F.F SET FOR MARCH

the third annual T.1.C.0.F.F. is scheduled far March
26th. at the Roselle High School in North Jersey. This
vear, 1n agdition to the T vendors and demonstrations,
will be soas oriented to PE-Clones,

This conference is ina its third year, and has been
the closest TI oriented fest to us. ®hile the addition
of the M5~DBS machines to the line-up is understandable
{the proceeds go ta tha scholarchip fund, and there are
sany  7i-D0S users) I do have sowe mixed feelings. There
are computer shows up and down the East Coast every
weekend (often in eultiples: o January 30th there were

shows in Connecticut, Cherry Hill, N.J.. and Maryland)
and these shows are 937 NS-D0S oriented. 1 am concerned
about two things: first, that the TI cosponent will
shrink as the fests go on, and second, that the addition
cf M5-D05 will not do what the schoel wants.

FC-Clones or not, T.1,L.0.F.F. remains the closest
M fair at present, and mas pretty oood last vear. I
plan on going... For info, call (201} 241-9802 or (201}
241-4350
MANTED: NEW MEMBERG!!¢

Like the Marines, PATIUG is looking for a few goed
aen unlike the Marines, we're also losking for a few
good women, boys, and girls as well! TI sold an awful Dot
of 79/4As, and sanv of these machines have owners who
would like to have some help - but dan’t know about the
User's Group! A poster destaned bv another lsers broup
was shown at the last meeting: members were asked to
desian pasters for PATIUG to post throughout the area.
Once the paster decign is decided upon, meabers will he
urqed to pest thes on bulletin boards in your local
supermarket, laundromat, school/college, at work, or
anywhere you can post one without oetting into trouble...

In the meantime. we don’t have to wait to proacte the
group: if vou eeet someone who has a TI, tell all ahout
us! You can always post a message now on your tocal
bulletin board (just be sure to mention place, date, and
time of the meetings), and replace it with the "official®
version later! And speaking of bulletin boards, don’t
torget to leave 2 message an your local LRS!

The T1 comaunity has surprised the camputer world by
remaining strong despite discantinuance of the maching;
vet new products are still coming out for our sathine, as
well as great new software. The Genave gives us an even
broader range to esplore. This strength is mostly
because of the users groups.

Help PATIUG remain strong - the sore the serrier!
AND BN THAT NOTE...
I"ve babbled on encuth (I's glad this newsletter has

plenty of pages...). Let’s get on ta the good stuff!!!
Hang In There...

bat At bie b€ D18 318 be 14 474
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-
CONFERENCE ON COMPUSERVE

WITH LDU PHILLIPS OF MYARC
FED. 2, 1983

ERENIE

Welcome Lou Phillips,

{Lou)

Here noes. 1t’s been soas time now since the last time 1
Wias up here on £5, Much has transpired since that tise.
I would just like to thank the community for being
supsortive and  uaderstanding. I ¢eel we have
accomplished much and will be working on finishing up
much more in the coaing vear, So lets start with the
guestions or areas of concern at this time.

QUESTION

Have you tome up with the instructions/etc to have a 512
eeRory work with the beneve?

{Lou}

We  will have them out by the end of February.
Essentially the nmodification includes setting the §
juapers te the address lines and 4 cuts and 3 jumpers to
the FCB to alter the types of bus cycles used by the TMS
9995 CPU, since it is pipelined, there is no NEMEN signal
that can be depended on for memory cycle start and stop,

QUESTION

Cost? I would just like tn ast it out of the box and back
in to use,

{Lon}

He'll send vou the instructions on a sheet so that you
can do it yourself, or it you want us to do it $50.00,

BUESTION

What is the current status of the Hard Disk controller
card?

(tou)

Lot me ctart with 3 History if vou please {but guickly)
the first prototype worked I bedieve in Nov, 1986, It
had too many chips, and gt too hot. The proiect was put
down in Feb, 87 and resused again in June, We desianed a
custom chip (like for the 96400 to cut out 14 IC'c and
built 10 prototypes in August. Their performance was not
satisfactory in the data separator stage, a 20 MWHz Analug
circuit, too much noise. The board was relaid out in
Dctober, Noveaber and we once again built some protes in
Deceaber. To date these protos have not missed a lick
and the production units will be out this month,

Walt Howe has been a user and may iike to comment?

{Malt)
0K, after some trouble with av own hard . :ves Ccough},
it has been working... flawlessly on my 4A, where [ keep

the DSR's in the GHAM KRACKER. Pending receipt of the
EPRON with the BSR’s

{Lou)

To give you a benchmark of the performance, consider a 4K
progran it assembles on the TI FOC in 10:55, on the MYARC
FIC in 4:25, on the old WOS/100 winchester systea in
2136, and now on the 9640 at speed 3, with 7.1K in 1:25,
it is almost as fast as a ram disk. One of the reasans
for its speed s that there is BK of RAM huffer on the
card and there is DMA, such that datz qets put in the
Aesory where it is to be praressed from automatically.

QUESTION

From what 1 oather, 1 would assuee final mode] around
second guarter B4?

(Lou)

I hope such sooner, However, we have added and are
testing several ¢eatures such as emulation of *DSK!* on
the Winchester wusing both  DSKLING  and  GPLLINK,
directories on the flogpy disk and several other user
friendiy compands. There is also a new disk manager MDNS
that comes with the controller, the functionality which
Will now be explained by MWike, its author.

(MikeD)

MDN3 is designed to totally access both floppies and hard
disk. It will copy files to or from floppy to/from hard
¢rive. It has user interfaces for subdirectery support,
allowing you te either go through one level at a time, or
type the full pathnase if vou hate menus. It is now
reasgnably well along.., things left to code are: file
copies (which are actually almost done) format ¢leppy.
backup and restore of hard drive directory. Anything I
forgat???

{Lou)

That should do it Mike, thanks.

BUESTION

What about the streaser tape?

flow)

As for the streaser yes, the hardware interface is there
and when vou get the card, and if you want the software
te support the sireamer, vou will be supplied with the
appropriate software. One lact thing, the card comes
With a real time clock and date and tiee stamps files
koth for the 2640 and 44,

QUESTION

What about Geneve support for the new HDCC? Chow soon
{Lou)

Yes, the cable comes with the controller for the hard
drive The 2640 already works with the hard disk
controller. It is already built in to the cossands that
are currently in DOS, As for the new cummands, fof which-
I believe there are 4) they should be coning along by the
end of the 1st guarter,
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QUESTION

What is the nosinal dats transfer rate -- 1) booting MDOS
«erand === 2) loading a progran under MDOS?

{Lou}

First, in the &0.97 and §0.98 ras’s there is a special
loader. This loader first looks for the horizon ram
disk, next the HDCC card, and lastly a FDEC card.
Because as with all larger computers, you really doa’t
want te dedicate a particular place of the hard drive for
the operating systes, vou want to first load a “loader”
therefore, the rom looks for a file cailed "lead/sys"
which is then loaded and it will go to load MDOS, or
whatever opperating systen, [t isa 7 step procedure and
therefore it depends on where tiles are located on the
hard drive. As for a real transfer rate, the situation
iz this at this tise vou can foraat the hard drive at any
interleave, but the tightest is 3, so you need to go
round 3 tises to read 32 sectors or Bk bytes that is 8 K
in .036 seconds if sy off the top calculations are
correct,

COMRENT

Pretty quick,,.800 sectars per second

SQUESTION

Sounds like it would also be the same loading a
prograe,.?

{Lou)

Lorrect, and with sose special saftware, of course the
controtler will allow for an interleave of 1 which is 3
times faster, but that is seapthing else.

GUESTION

Tell us about the new Forth Package.

{Lou)

There are at least 2 versions of FORTH around for the
9640, of which none are quite totally MDUS compatible,
but are ygetting there. I know of at least gne that,
though it runs in the 4f mode it does work in BO columns,

Look te the Philadelphia area users group for a true MOOS
FORTH coaing spon.

QUESTION

Very simple guestion, Lou,  Where, what, how,
whep====z=}f COMPILER,

{Lou}

My man finishing Advanced Basic has cospleated pass one
of a two pass compiler. Plan on that at the end of the
2nd guarter. It is an ANSI standard rather thas an ATET
C compiler,

GUESTION

You wmeationed that Myarc would carry a
anything new on that?

(Lou)

Now that the PS/2 is out and it is Analog R&B there are
lots of 9640 wmonitors available. However, watch us
handle a Sassung in the near future.

aenitor,..

QUEST 20K

I ar running two 800k Horizons on av Geneve one of which
15 a PHOENIX for booting MDOS- Will we ever he able to
foreqo the aesory check whem warp booting DO5? 1 ask
because the old process is very fast now picept for the
MEM check

tLou)

Thats a hum dinger' Maybe in the near tuture, we can
torege it with a special rom,

BUESTION

When is the developers package coming out?

{Lou}

Ke were let down by a software developer in CANADA who
was working on a package, however, we have entered into
an agreesent with a new developer, Jim Lohmever. This
PBS will comsist of a Macro Asseebler, & 9640 progras
loader linker, an advanced debugger, and dacusentation on

the internal MDOS calls with exasples and copies of the
LS1

COMMENT:

Sounds great!

(Lou)

Hardware manuals, Look for this May 31. 1'd like to say
one word about the Debugger. It will work from either a
screen on a tube from the R5232/2 port, or it will use a
windew on the screen, or it will use an alternate page of
Video when qoing back and forth between software and
debugger, it will also load object code and include a
line-by line asseablor. The PBS will cost about $109.00
»+~okuch less than on the Amiga or 5T,

QHESTION

You're still very dependent on eld PE boxes...
intend to control vour omn future?

{Lou)

There are 2 new FE boxes that have been released
recently, one by Miller Comagrications that I understand
has been shipped to date and ancther one &y RYFE DATA
that I have seen and heard will be coming soon. Both ars
less than the old PE box price and have sore features,

Do vou

QUESTION

That'11 help! I just wondered if you planned to take 2
role?

(Lou}

Yes, we will and have the idea to do something a little
later. For the first & months of 8B, we’ll be
concentrating eainlvy on software.

BUESTION

I've read about GEME in Micropendius...
user-ipterface with »indows, icons, etcl,,. could you
give us some amore Gackoround on it,,, like who is
writing it, has it been started, how long it will take,
ete,

{the bitaapped
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iLou)

It is patterned after "ANDHEW", a work done by [BM and
Carnegie Mellon, its author is Mike Riccic and he has
about 1 wonth under nis pelt alreadv. Look to see it
around MAY-JUNE. It features essentially the capability
to run many tasks siaultanecusly through the use of the
WYARC mouse bv clicking from tack tq tack, It uses the
basic MOOS tasking software and when a task is halted for
keyhoard 1/0 the mouse and associated ICON decides who

owns the kevboard, It makes the kevhoard look like a
device such as a file,

QUESTION

Have heard there may be logistic probiem getting vupdates
to MYART users?

Any comaent on the lack of registration cards?

(Lou)

¥e are trying to get a way without tosting an ara and a
leg.... any supgestions?

COMMENT:

Perhaps through dealer records?

{Lou)

#e’ll consider these, thank-you, In any case the nest

release wili handle color printers {at least certain
ones},

QUESTION

How are AdvEASIC and p-systea coming?

{Lou)

AvE is now canable of loading prograss, running the,
inciuding user defined subroutines {a constamt probles
with XBID), to compiete, we need to finish testing the
more exotic new functions such as aouse, and sose of the
the araphics comsands bike circle in all sodes, etc.. [t
Was first rumming by Thanksgiving and through it and
others we have found a couple of NDOS bugs. Should have
that ready for end of month and a little. AS for
P-systes,... had *USER PROG*, the software that
initializes the systes running on the 9440 back in
December. Have needed and gotten soae support from PECAN
in finishing the PORT, One change that we had to make
recently was asemory mapping. The P-Bystes wants a
tontiquous 32 bit address, and we had tn aake it look
that way., MWe are testing that rignt now. The way we
Initially had it, it would only load saall programs. Now
you can have large {more than 100K) prograa seqaents.
Should be also done by the end of February,

QUESTION

Everyone wants to see the version of SPL that will pick
up MDBS raadisk and contents! How is it coming?

{Low}

bood guestion, I1°11 be able to tell you_morg after a
particular meeting next week. I hape by looking at the
code, you will be getting it with the P-systes and
A¥Basic software,

BUESTION

Lou, I've been hearing reports of the print spooler not
working on recent copies o+ MDOS, but I get confusing
reports as to WHY (the reason [ ask is because I am
constdering buying one... and 1'd like to know if any
serious bugs like the print spooler still exist)

fLou!

Peter Hoadie, was the author of the DSR’s on the I 40,
atter discussing it with him, ang hearing about the

probleas it seems that it mainly crops up when spaoling
graphics data

COMMENT

I¥ you have a 5POOL command in your AUTOEXEC File,
spaoler will die from GFL mode.

{Lou)

This is because the softsare is propaniy getting confused
by titie information. He is looking intc it now to
resoclve the probiee , However.

QUESTION

Title inforeation?

{Lou)

What we are calling a spooler is perhaps a spooler, and
perhaps a buffer, because a spooler will actually take a
tile mase and read records to a printer device. Look for
a "true" spooler in GEME and perhaps another work we are
doing. Title inforaation is the setting of the 1/0 parms
such as .LF .CR .DA=B, etr..

QUESTION

I'® ooing to be frank about this, because 1 am
concerned.... with the success of Myarc and the
beasve...there aren’t *twc sides" here... it's rather
well-known that HMyarc has had some trouble with it's
eaplovess... tie, programmers)..,[’d like to know what
the probles is.... and has it been solved.... because |
realize how small Wyarc is, and that sega-talented
prograseers... are the backbone of the coapany..with no
software, not a good chamce of success. There aust be
sose kind ot middle ground... where all parties can work
together peacefully and be productive. (Low)

That guestion can not be answered without all parties
being preseat and without hours of everyones time....
CONNENT

All parties ARE present,

{Lou}

That is not an easy question to answer at this tige
however, 1 believe you are mistaken whem you say
‘prograsmers®, there is only ane "programmer” in that
catagory at this time. I don't want to say anything at
this tise, This is sisply not the proper sedium for that
type of discussion, nor do we nave the time. Believe me
Myarc is doing what it can. ‘
CONMENT

Please note that 1 am _not_ accusing anyone of anything.,
1 an just tired of hearing "rusors® that MVARC this, xxx
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that, elc., etc., and would hate to see it thrown all
away, )

QUESTION

First, when are the print routines (screen  dusps)
expected?

Secondly, concerning the p-systes, is this the run tiae
module only, is/will there e tospilers  {Pascal,
Modufa-2,ete) available and fros whoa will they be
availabie (Pecan or Myarc)?

fLou)

First, 1 have seen the print screen routine, and as for
print graphics, since it will make MDOS top large for a
SSED diskette, we will provide it to you as a separate
task, like the print of graghics from MYART. Second it
is the runtise aodule, and our license with PECAN enables
us or FECAN thesselves to sell the languages such ag
Pascal, Modula-2, Fortran, EIC.

QUESTION

Will the languages be available as soon as runtise is
coapleted or is there a port necessary?

tLou)

They will be ready 1mmediately when the runtise is
avalable... the verification software is compiled by the
native machine (1e the 9440},

QUESTIGN

but Lou, 1 wanted ts ask you to give us your vision...
of what the sachine should be... should peapie here or
people reading this transcript... about being a VAR to
this machine, or a deater, or ... are  there

opportunities that this machine presents that others
don’t have? {Lou)

This machine has the 99/4A cossunity and it is people
like Harren who have invested a pile in the 44 and want
to continue using state uf the art equipment which I feel
the 9440 represents at least for the $1,000.00 or less
aarket. He are exploring its graphics capabilities in
garkets such as with Miller Comsenications and in the 290
mini cosputer market with Chris and coapany and we fesl
with that soasntum, this aachine can stand on its owp
such as the ST and Asiga as a serious contender for the
saall business/ home market. We will do all we can to

help peaple with their application and or with selling to

new custosers.  We are listening to you for direction.
Thank you, dim,

{din)

Let @e just follow up with one more thing, If peaple
were wondering what they could do with this machine to
help therselves pay for it or to make a few dollars on
the side, what would he the advice of Lou Fhillips,
Presic. -\ and owngr of Myarc Inc, be?

(Loy}
[ think a cosputer can pay for itself in more intangible

ways than otherwise, but let a2 just tell you aboul how
snpe people pay for their cosputer... [ hear people tel}
ae they run Video tape selection and mailing services
With their Y440's, they keep the books and records of
their local clubs, who eventually pay for or help pay for
the computer, they use MYNORD to write resumes to get
better ;obs, paying more money, they even take up writing
seriously such as my Mother-im-law. Lastly, we know that
eany bulletin boards are being written especially for the
3640, and the 9440 can use many of teday’s bullatin board
scftware, and of course don’t forget the speed feature of
Hultiplan such that aany peogle now can use teaplates

written for the PC on the 9640 just as they were intended
to be used.

RKECEHRX0X

YOUR 9640 INFORMATION PERSOK: BENEVA GABOR
CHICAGD TINES JaN, 1988
CHICASD YSERS GROUP

Sy e 3

Hello Darlings. 1 am beneva babor. Beings ay nase
is so close to what MYARC has decided to call their new
computer, [ felt it only fitting that I shouls write an
article about this machine.

1 have been om various Electronic Bulletin Eoard
Systems and have read numerous newsletters, From tige to
time i find articies bad-southing Myarc’s Geneve G40, 1
& NOT here to prosote or deter the purchase of this
aachine.  Although aost written articles on this topic
are of an editorial nature, I hope to be informative. I
know this article will have a limited audience. But,
there is good information about the 9440 1 feel MWUST be

revealed. 1 respectfully regquest all non-9840 owners tg
bear with oe.

As all 9640 owners know, what you read and what you
net are twa entirely differest things. MWe are finally ugp
to D05 1.0 (ED. now up to DOS 1.0%) and still can't dao
all the things the D05 manual says we can. Even at that,
we still have z working machine,

There is no way to find the built-in Ramdisk, And,
DOS ran’t find the Horizon Ras Disk. &s you read
turther, you will see that ways have been devised top do
just these things,

First otf, you will need a good sector editor program
(ED. DSKUI V4,04 is ore of the best around), One that
can locate string nases. Let’s set our DOS up to find
the HkD.
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., First ott, the HRD can only he found by the 9gd0 i+
it is residing at CRU 21400 or 31400, Eiease set your

DIF switches. For CRU »1400, switch 5 must he up, Put
switch 7 up if you want CRYU 1400, HNow that vou have the
switches set, you will need to set un a physical drive
nusher, If you chose CRY 31400, the drive nusber MUST be

&. CRU 14600 will be #7 drive. The built-ia Ram Disk is
drive 5.

1 you've ever done an ASSIGN coamand from DS, vou
woild have or wiil netice that drives A through & have

been assigned as DSKE, DSK2, DSK3, DSKS, ¥OS1, WD52, and
WDS3 respectively, 1 only have a two drive systes. But,

I chose to make the letter D (DSK4) sv HRD. Here is what
1 did.

Using a sector editor, I looked for every occurrence
of the string DSK4. 1 found it twice in twe different
sectors. Each tiee I found it, I changed it o the drive
nuaber of ay HRD. My HRD is at CRY »1400. So, | changed
DSKA to DKE. Don’t forget, every tise you make a change
on a sector, vyou pust write that sector back to disk.
You would be wise to make thess changes to a backep copy
ot NOS.  After vyou have changed both sectors; exit the
prograa.

Boot up DOS,
Do an ASSIGN coamand.

You should now see drives A through & with D being
Bqual to DSKé. If you type D: ,vou should go to D
{proapt D) ),

Type DIR

You should get a directory of vour WRD. You an also
get & directory of drive D from the AY prompt. Just tvpe
DIR D: . You tan catalog anv drive frow any proapt just
by typing DIR {followed by the drive letter and a colon
{1},

One of the first things I did while 1 was waiting for
ny 9640 was to buy an NS-DOS manual. I heard M-DOS would
be sosething like MS-DOS. I°1I tell you, the book really
helped. 1 have found some things 1 can do that M-DOS
doesn’t tell or telis wrong. 1 have also found that
N-D0S accepts some MS-DOS commands diferently. So, keep
trying. Sosatises you need to add er subtract a colon or
something,

Here's a neat little command 1 found. The manual
tells you to create CONFIGSYS and AUTOEXEC files from a
word processor. 1 found you cam do it from DOS. Here's
haw: First, oo to the drive proapt that corresponds  to
the drive you want CONFIBSYS or AL “EC on. If vou want
it written to drive 1, oo to AY. ¥ for drive 2 or mayhe
D> for vour HRD. Yes, you can boot DOS and an AUTDEXEC
file from HRD. 1°11 explain later. MNow that vyou Hhave

the nroper drive proapt, vou must tell the computer what
vou want to do. We want to copy test from the consoie te

a file called AUTOEXEC, Here is how that is done,
COPY CON AUTOEXEC ¢hit enter?

New vou are in the mode for creating an AUTOESEC
tile. Every statesent must be on a separate line. Once
you've finished typing all your statements, vou end the
cossand With 2 Control? on a spparate line. Control 1
will tell the computer to write the file to disk. After

a write, you sust tell the 9640 to leave this ande, Do
this with 4 Control € .

Here is an exasple of how I create an AUTOEXEC ¢ile
that cetc acide an 8BK TIMODE, a 255K internal Ram Disk,
and a 64K print spooler, 1 will write this file to drive
Ly Ry A drive,

#> COPY CONYAUTDEXEC <hit entery

TINDDE <hit enter>

RAMDISK 233 <hit enter)

SPOOL &4 <hit enter)

I {this is control I, it writes file to disk}
€ <Contral C - makes ag exit mode)

If you catalug your disk, you will #ind a 2 sector
Dv B0 file named AUTOEXEC on it. Mow can [ tell 005
wgere to find the AUTOEXEC file? Very easily!

Get your sector editor out again. Search for string
DSK1.AUTOEXEC. Change the drive nueber to the one with
your AUTOEXEC fiie on it. Write the sector back to disk.
Next tise DOS boots, it will pop over to the proper drive
and get your AUTOEXEC file, If your system is set up
like eine and you have only 2 floppies and HRD at
CRU 21400 set for drive D, you will find that doing a
directory of drive € will display your 235K Ram Bisk as
drive 3. If you've made all the changes I've nmentioned
above, you should see some really nice ways of using the
9440,

Our only other probles is hooting DOS,  Its 358
sectors long, The swan is pretty, but, consider the time
required to check memory then load all 90K of [0S, e
end up watching the swan for quite a while, I guess it’s
better than M8-D05 machines. They don’t even give you a
swan to lock at! Well how about this? Would you like to
see DOS up and running within 3 seconds of turning on the
wachine? HNe, its not a crazy question. Matter of fact,
there’s not a crazy answer. If you own & Horizon Ram
Disk, it CAN be done. Matter of fact, you have a few
choices of doing it.

Peter Hoddie of Genial Computerware, has come out
with an EPROM that reclaces the 8% bv K R&M chip (U112
an the HRD board. 1t all vour chips are socketed, yow'll
anly neged to solder 1 wire, You ressve ULI and plug in
the new EPROM. Then solder & iugper wire (provided) tao
pir 14 of UIC, Once vou have the EPROM imstalled, vou

- 10 -
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Will find you can do more than just boot DOS,
Here is a list of CALL coamands you can perfora.

EALL HDDIR - Prints out a directory of the H8D.
CALL HODM{n} - Sets drive number of HRD.

Can use 1 -~ 4 as drive #,
CALL HDVOL - Lets vou give your HRD a nase or lahel.
CALL HDSZ(k) - Lets vou set the size in

Kilobytes of your HRD.
CALL DM - Lets vou laad DML0UO form filenames

MG and NH.
CALL BOOT - Loads in a menu progras.
EALL MD - Loads in a MaDez progras from

filenapes MD and ME,
CALL ERS(filename) - Loads a particular EAS program.
CALL EAS - Loads in 2 uTILY file,
CALL ILD - Same as a call INIT,
CALL LD{DSKn.xx) - Same as a CALL LOAD{DSKn.xx)
EALL LLD(xxx} - Same ag a CALL LINK(xxx),
There are alsp some power &p key presses. Press
these keys during ROOT.

1 to & - Sets default drive nuaper.

i} - Turng DSKx emulaticn off.
L - Loads M6 disk manager,

1 = Leads UTILE,

| - Loads MD MaDem prograa.
B - Leads BOOT.

ENTER - Bypasses auto power up,

RS you can see, Peter has given us a few routines for
our 9480’s, 1 also understand he has or is cosing out
with the DOS 1.0 or 1.1 version of the EPROM.  Ancther
way of booting DB5 from your HRD is to use a fairware
program froa Jases Schroeder. Jis’s prograe comes with a
DOC ¢ile and 2 other files called LUDROS and HRDOS. 1
aust tell vou that ALL funrtians ot setliting up veur HRD
with this program are done with the 9440, The DACs don’t
say this, (ED. the latest DOCs tell this) 1 was the
dusay trying to do half of the set up with ay 44 and the
other half with sy 9640, Once vou have a capy of the
fairware program, dn this:

1}. &o into TI mode and load €/A.
2}, From option 3 of £/A load and run LHDROS.
3V, Choose item ! or 7 from the senu,
Reagmber, vour HRD must be at CRU 1400 or 21400,
4). Type in the drive nusber HBRDS is on,
Ex. DSKi,HDROS
The drive will come on and load HDRDS.
5k Hit item 3 to exit.
6}, Load in DH1000, Do the fallowing:
f) Thoose ites 2 for disk commands.
B) From the disk menu, choose #6 BSY FORMAT
C) Format your HRD as & or 7 using the appropriate
fumber of sides and density to sateh your HAD,
D} Do NOT verify sectors,

E) After format has been perforeed, FOTN 5
hack to main menu
F) Choose itea 1 for File Coamands. Transfer
HRBOS and SYSTEM/SYS anto vour HRD.
7V, Exit DHL000,
B). Read and execute the instructions I have outlined
above for setting up D05 to find your HRD and boot
AUTOEXET from it

If you have made sost of the changes I've putiined,
this is what will happen at power-up.
1), The skan will appear on your scresn,
2). In about 1 - 1.5 seconds, the light on vour HRD
will flach,
3). About I - 1,5 seconds atter the light flashes,
BOS will be on vour screen.

Hant to read a text ile but are too lazy to load in
MYGORD? BO this. Use the TYPE command, Follow it by the
drive letter and filenane,

Example.. Load in a tevd file called README +4rom drive
2,
TYPE BiREADNE

In closing this article, 1°d like to sention a few
things and hope 1°ve given you some insight o our new
tov. To date NYART is at DOS 1.0, MYWORD 1.0, ABVANCED
BASIC is really XBIT 2.1, and a new CBAVE. (ED. DOS is
now at 1.0f, MYWORD £.1) 1 understand MYWORD should be
coaing out that boots from DDS.  There is also
inforsation that Peter Hoddie has kept the rights to
MYWORE. All fulure updates to it will probahly come
through Genial Computerware. There is a buzz in the air
that D05 1.1 is not 4far away, if it hasn't already
reached you. Today is 12/7. T expect 1.! to be out by
IMAS, {ED It didn’t make that date.) #s 1 qather wmore
information 1 fee! should be passed along, I will
certainly post another article here, Until that time,
with Cerole Goldstein®s kind permission, maybe we can
have 2n ASK BENEVA section, I would be more than willing
to answer or find answers to questions about the 9649,
There is a vast array of knowiedge cut there. I find all
TI people are always ready and willing %o share their
knowledge with others. 1f vyou have any questions or
would like to share sose bits of info with us, please
send a letter to:

GENEV# BABDR

C/0 The Chicago TI User Eroup
P.0. Box 578341

thicago, Il 49857

Until then, darlings, ! wish you lots of love and
lovers,

HEPOCII X0,

- 11 -
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*17" IS IN FOR TTSOFT
By Steve Mehr
TOPICS - LA Y9ERS - JAN. *88

WAAT? You’ve never heard of ITSOFT? Naker of some of
the finect software for the TI? 1 simply can’t picture

it! (Sorry FRodger). Well, does the name Rodger Merritt
strike a fasiliar nule? (1 can tist that program in three

tokens)! Enough foolishness! In an articke highlighting
the events aof the 99'Fest-wesT *87 held last May in tos
Angeles, Peter Hoddie described Print-It. Rodger’s first
in his "IT" software line, as the Fairware alternative to
Fant Writer,

Picture-1t cospanions Print-It heautifully with a
wealth of features designed for use with TI-ARTIST
instances. Ficture-It contains these features:

Banners - Converts TI-Artist imstances to be included
in your banners. Converts TI-Artist fonts to be used in
your bamners as text'! Much sore?

VIEW INSTANCES - Converts TI-ARTIST inslances to viem
on screen in either character or sprite mode. Character
#ode allows saving instances in Merge format to create an
I8 orogram! Sprite mode allows saving instance in Merge
format to allow use of CALL LOABs, included with
Picture-It, to sove entire instances all at once! Create
that 112 character space ship and sloooowly move it
across the screen! (How's that Orson Welles)? Much more!

TI-WRITER - This is where Picture-It really excels in
merformance and usefulness' Converts instances so they
can be output ithrough the TI-WRITER foraatter! The
possibilities  are engless! Create that graphic
letterhead, use the include option of the {foreatter to
include in vour docusent, etc. Much more!

CATALOG - Several catalog gptions including a catalog
sorted by file types created and used by Picture-it,
Sigilar to the cataleo ootion of TI-ARTIST. The title

screen of Picture-It is a fine example of what a creative

mind can do with this progras. With MAX-RLE {not
included, but available in the public domain} you can tap
the wealth of graphic art fros sany other sources and
convert it for use with Picture-It. Mow for the best
part.  {The best part? I thought THAT was the best part!
Shhhh! [ think he’s gonna tell us how such it cosis),
This complete graphics package can be yours for only
$10.00! That's right! To receive vour copy right from the
author {the anly way to get it) send $10.00 to Rodger at
his address below. You'll be glad you did!

Rodger Merritt

1948 Evergreen Avenup

Fullerton, CA. 92435

{714)590-4577

PAT RS Due 9.8 hod 14 Bud 14 M4

PRINT-IT FIX FOR GENEVE
By Tas Freesan
TOPICS LA - 99ERS - Jan. BB

The program mentiomed above allows printing of

TI_Artist instances onto letterheads or hanners among its
Capabilities. It appeared however that one could now

load and view these instances using the Geneve. I used
DISKAESEMBLER te figure out the souwrce code and
discovered one garbage line of code. It made no
difference on the 44, since it triad to srite te console
ROM, but on the Beneve this area of memory is only
simulated ROM, in fact it ic RAM, and the operating
systen soon got destroyed. The fix is as follows., Use a
sector editor to find the location of the file, There
are 72 datz sectors. In the 70th of these sectars, in
bytes }91-92 you will find 7FFF. Change this to 1009,
and away you go!

FHKEHAHBGIHEHDENEX

REMOTE CONTROL JOYSTICKS
FOR THE T1-9944!
By Ehick De Marti
Topics LA ~ 99ERS - Jan, "88

ERERREEETISSSSSISSszzzzsssan

It you have an Atari 2609 gase system, the reaote
control joysticks for the Atari, and a joystick adapter
tor the TI, you have all you need to free your joysticks
frem the console.

The power supply #rom the Atari 2600 is plupged into
the reevte receiver and the two 9-pin plugs froa the
receiver are connected to the dual oystick adapter,
Each hand-held unit requires a 9-volt battery, That’s
all there ic to it! The resote units sold for $12.99 to
$14.9% (in the locai stores) in the past,

thanz .... HWEST JAX Uk
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SERELREINNIINENSLLL
HibH RES GRAPHICS
PART 4

by Anne Dhein
Fa Chicago Tlaes
3R iaetitiivestifi

THE COMPARISON CHART
Kard Copy, File Managesent and Extra Support

Excegl for Super Sketch and Uraw A Bit, which bath
have supporting disks that comtain screen dumps, the
drawing packages listed here all include built-in printer
routines.  The printer and the software package you use
aust be compatible. AIl of the prograas listed are
cospatible with the 71 Impact Priner which was made by
Epson, o any printer that usess the same forszts and
todes as an Epson is also compatible. FPaint 'N Priat
CORRS in a chaice of three cartridges depending on  shich
printer you have, Cartridge A works with the Axioa
bF-101 and GP-700 printers, The GP-700 will give color
printauts. Cartridge B is set up ta work with the Axios
&P-350 and Dkidata printers, and C is for the Epson
coppatibles, which include Star and IBM, The Extented
braphics Package waich supports Paint ' Print contaiss
the routines froe all three cartridges. Other printewrs
that can be used with a particular drawing program are
listed on the chart,

Screen  dumps  vary widely ir several isportant
respects, including size, density, and placement on the
page. ALl details given here were gotten fros screen
duaps using the T1 lmpact printer, They should more or
less apply to all screen dusps but there could be
sifterences. A small zize screen duep occurs when the
screen in3ge is copied exactly as shown, pixel for pixel,
A larger duep has more printer dots per pixel - usuaily
either 4 or & dots for each pixel, which can give a
blockier ettect from up close but looks great whem the
viewing distance is further away.

The size of the printout is also affected by density.
On the TI {mpact printer there are noraally 40 dots
printed horizontally per inch. This would make 480 dots
per each 8 inch row. Double density prists 120 dots
horizontally per inch, and some printers have an ever
higher dot resclution than that. Since the graphic isage
has the same nusber of pixels no matter what density is
used, it will be only halt as wide when printed double
density aa when printed in normal density mode. Hast of
the packages listed here handle this factor for vyou by
adjusting the line spacing when double density 1s used,
Berause of the differenre in printers, and hecause screen
graphics don’t wmatct exactly pixel for dot with
printer graphics you may still find some distortion im
your  printsuts.  On the whole, though, agst paint
Packages produce a reasosmable hard copy of vour screen

graphics,

doy Paint pives you & choice of tmwo duap sizes and
eilber can be single or double pensity. The sgall dusp
is ceatered on the page, and because Joy Faint uses 923%
ROTE area #or graphics than other packages, it pretty
well extends fram one side of the page to the other (5
1/2 inthes wide times 3 1/2 inches high). Three of these
dueps will nicely center on a page, which using three
screens consectively, will produce a very good flver.
The large dusp produte a horizontal picture B* x % in
size.

Bitmar also gives you a choice of large or smsll
dudp, The saall dump places exactly one dat on the paper
for each dot in the scren to give a single density
printout 4 1/4 inches wide x 2 5/8 inches high. You have
4 choice of centering the graphics, or placing thes over
to the right or left sargin. The large durp is centered
and is double demsity. On the T! Impart printer it is
distorted quite badly, however, as it is the same height
as the sealler picture, but & 3/B inches wide.

fl Artist gives you the most control over the final
output for your hard copy. You have a choite of up to
three magnifications and four densities depending on what
vour printer is capable of doing. You can also control
line spacing when the printing is being set up., Using
the TI Impact printer you can have a double density
printont as ceait as 1 3/8 ¥ 2 §/B using a magnification
of 1 and a line spacing of 43 or a printost which will
fill an 11" X 15* large size paper with a magnification
ot 3. a line spacing of B, and single density. And ali
his fram the sase screen isage! Frinting can also be dane
trom the zoos mode.

ALl ¥i Artist printouts are centered no matter what
the size. A single density printing that has been
eagnitied twice exactly fills pme-halé of a standarg
page; two consecutive printings make a very nice flyer.

Graphx gives you a choice of two sizes, single or
double density. The smaller {4 1/4 X 2 5/B) is printod
at the left margin, The larger is half of a standard
page ~ again, two screens make a nice fiver. Draw °N
Flot has one size, 4 174 X 2 5/8, single density, Paint
"N Print also has one large size single demsity printout.
Paint "N Print gives a choice of the drawing will fe
printed - from 2 very small section up to the whole
screen, The drawing will be grinted herizontally and in
the upper left corner of the paper,

Bketch Mate, the Super Sketch companion disk, and the
Naster Fainter prograaz, hoth by fmerisoft International,
have virtually identical printouts. Each is 7 3/4 inches
uida and 4 5/8 inches high, single density. Farh uses a
technique whereby colors are assigned a testure {light,
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medium or dark) to simulate color. This GivES pictures a
VEry nice printed appearance. Each color is assigned a
default setting which can e changed by the user if
desired. The Paint °N Print program alsc uses the
technique of assigning a ditferent print character for
each color. The Draw A Bit coapanion disk aiso allows

two printout sizes; single or double size. and each can
be norsal or double density,

The Nortan Braphics Package doesn’t actually contain
a scres=n dump, Rather, it allows vou to print out data
that is needed to rebuild your graphics in your own
program, gither as Sprites or as Call Characters. This

graphice data may also he saved in merge fermat on a
disk,

File Management

Disk Catalog - It's handy to have a catalog available
1f vou need to find out just what vou did nawe a certain
tile. if 1t’s on that disk. Only two proqrass perfors
this service - TI Artist and Joy Paint. Joy Paint also
provides for deleting files.

Conversion Features and Compatibility - If you are
intending to use pre-gesianed graphics either instead of
or in addition to creating your own, file compatibility
asoung the various proqrams becoses 1aportant because you
will need a ready supply of artwork and tlipart., The
Core proaram here is Tl Artist. Not onlv is more
ready-pade artwork availabie for T Artist than for the
other paint prograss, but TI Artist aliows picture files
trom Draw °N Plot, Graghics and Draw-A-Bit to be loaded
in and permanently cooverted to the TI Artist forsat,
Ory TI Artist files can be converted with TI Artist and
loaded from any one of those programs. Instances, which
are a very popular fora for clipart, can be converted by
first saving as a picture, then converting to anm
instance, CSGD graphics, which are another popular fora
of clipart, can be ronverted using any of several
availahle programs including the Artist Extras companian
disk, C56D fonts can also be converted to TI Artist
fonts using the same disk,

Joy Paint’s Pal allows the conversion of graphy, Tl
Artist, and Draw "N Plot picture files to the Jov Paint
toraat and visa versz, Joy Paint wWill aisoc load the
tirst of the two output files for Sketch Mate. It will
not, however, load Bitmac files, even thought Biteac has
the case Internal/fixed/12B 4oraat that Jov Paint does,
This leaves Bitsac as the only major paint program to
lack compatibiiity with the others.

braphx does not have a file conversion feature, but
it will load TI Artist files that end with F., 1 you
transfer the picture file this way vou do lose the color.
It the color 15 important the file aust be converted to

branhx forpat within the TI Artist prograns first, then
loaded into Graphy. &raphx will also load Jov Paint

files that have been throuoht the conversion program on
day Paint’s Fal.

If you are primarily interested in screen graphics
then {ile protability is important, This is the ahility
to move picture files into another environeent without a
great deal of prograsming: for example being able to move
a picture you have drawn in TI Artist into vyour Rasic
program.  This ability is built in to T1 Artist’s
instances, slides and font files, which has caused a
great many support programs to be written, both
coawgrical and 3s shareware,

Draw °N Plot and the Norton Graphics Package can
eacily be used by the average Extended Dasic Programmer,
In the sake way, Draw A Bit and Graphx adapt easily for
asseably language programmers. FPortability for the rest
of the proorams is lieited.

Additional Support

In many cases the manufacturers themselves ars doing
a good job of supporting their paint prograas.
breat Lakes Software puts out  clipart disks  for
Jdoy Paint, as well as Joy Faint's Fal which has routines
to allow file conversion, creation of new patteras, and a
reduction feature. Great Lakes also supnorts a user
draun base of Joypaint clipart., Their Extended Business
braphics 1, while a stand alone package, has file
compatibility with Jov Paint,

Besides Artist Extras, Inscebot has released Display
Master tor the TI Artist whick lets you add captions to
your drawings and show thea in any sequence, Guality 99
Software has soae disks of very good artword out for
Draw 'N Plot. & volume of artwork was also released for
Bitmac,

Other software producers have also dane their share.
Asgard Software has released several Graphx Loapanion
sets that contain clipart, #full pictures, fonts ang
aniaated sequences for the Graphx environment. They are
a veritable gold aine of art and ideas for your own
creations, Asgard has also released 3 disk for T Artist
that contains some of the same artwork imported to the
Artict environment, but vou can still use the Grashx
Companions with TI Artist or Joy Paint i you doa’t aing
saking the conversons, Asgard has also relessed braphx
Pictures which contains more of their putstanding artwork

~ 24 pictures - and a Slide Show program with which te
show them. ’

Triot Software has released some excellent artwork
tor use with T Artist, Each 2 disk packase includes
pictures, clipart, fonts and clides.
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Texanents handles the Artist Companions authored by
Dave Rose as well as the whole CS6D series, One pf the
best and most prolific sourees of instances and fonts for
TI Brtist actually started out as clipart for another
erogram - Character Sets and Graphic Desiagn by Dave Kase,

But that's a whole new story so it’ll be saved for Part
Five.

Otherwise, the chart has besn covered and you should
now have a such betler understanding not only of what can

be expected of patnt prograss im qeneral but the
strengths and iimitations of any particular package,

(LR Ve e 014 e HE STENTE TS DTE 514 5

fstessrttesatIssnaanLLLY
A 5 MENORY CALCULATOR
Tips From The TIGERCUB
e Aloha 99/4A Users Group
Horolulu, Hawaii
Dctober 87 Issup
LSRN LIy

This progras does not require any use of the “Enter®
key. but each *CALL KEY" input must be validated and
processed. so don’t type to fast. It will accept such
inputs as M1=7= or M1=7+1= or M2=1-Mi= to pat a value in
a aesory, or 5+7= or &+M2= to calculate and display, or
6781 or NI-MM3 to calculate and put into mesary, and
will sven do aultiple calculations such as 142-3/4=51%,
subtotaling after the first twp,

100 CALL CLEAR s: CALL SCREEN(3):: DEF S¥(X)=0E6S (A%, X,1
W = % oo CALL PEEKIBI9,A)zz IF ACXITO THEN CALL INIT
110 CALL LOAD(-31804,14):: ON WARNING NEXT 11 60TO0 140
120 SET.M$0) K, 5, A8, 581} R, T, N,N1,N2, NLF, N2F , HLF , M, NF , DF
,FF,VF,EF,FL,HS,FZ,T,HZ,HEH[),ST,NX,ZF

130 CALL COLOR :: CALL CHAR :: CALL KEY :: CALL S0UNS
P_

140 FOR SET=0 TO 4 1: CALL COLOR{SET, 16,1022 NEXT SET 13
FOR SET=3 70 8 ;3 CALL COLDR{SET,S,18) ¢ NEXT SET 11 CA

LL CHAR(44,%0%)

130 FOR SET=7 TG 12 2: CALL COLORTSET, 16,1022 NEXT SET

140 DISPLAY AT(1,10): "TIGERCUB"; " KL TIMEMDRYRCALCULAT

DR*: :"MENORY #1°: :"MEMORY #2%: :*MENDRY #3°: : "MENCRY

£4°%: :"MEMORY #5°

F70 M3¢1)="0123454789, +-1/1=CIN* 11 ME(2)="0123456789. A5

MDFECIN® :: DISPLAY ATI20,1):"use ?":%(1) syabols":"(2}

alpha characters®

180 CALL KEY{0,K,8):: IF S=0 OR K{4Y DR K)50 THEN 180 =
AS=NE{K-48)

190 DISPLAY AT(20, 11156012} "add"s TAR(16)15% (14} : *percen

t® iz DISPLAY ﬁT(?l.!}:S$f13}:'subtract':TﬁB(?aJ:Sttl?);

"pquals”

200 BISPLAY AT{ZE,IJ:55(24):'nultip]y':?ﬁBil&):SS(!B);':

ancel" ;: DISFLAY RT(ZS.]?:S!(IS?;'leide by"; TAE(14) 158

{19} clear all”

210 DISPLAY AT{24,1):*H1 to M5 = memorias #1 tg 45°

220 R=13 51 C=1 13 N.NIFNE.NIF,NZF.HIF,H.HF,DF,FF,VF,EF,

FLyZF=0 i3 N$=* :: DISPLAY AT(iB,1);*"

230 CALL KEY(3,K,S5}z: IF SC1 THEM 230 :: CALE SOUND (50,5

00,5):: DISPLAY AT(R,C):CHR$IK):: C=C+f

240 ON POS(AS,CHR$ (K}, 1041 E0TO 2&0,270,2?0,270,270.270.

270,2?0.2?9,270,270,280,290,256,290.290.290,340.410,420,

430

230 TF ¥F=1 OR MF=! THEN 290 :: IF=1 :: N$="-* :: GOTO 2

3¢

26¢ DISPLAY AT(R,C-1):*7" 13 C=C-} :: BOTO 230

270 IF MF=1 THEN 2a0 :: FL=0 :: VF=1 &3 IF DF=0 AND IF=0
THEN N=NY10+K~48 12 BOTO 220 ELSE H$=N$ACHR$(K):: GOTO

230

2BG IF DF=1 THEN 260 :: DF=] 1: MFFL=0 11 IF 2F=] THEN

M$=NeL".* :: GOTD 230 ELSE N$=HTRS(N)%"," v 6OTD 230

290 TF C=2 OR FL={ THEN 260 21 FL=| s: IF FE=0 THEN 320

00 F2=PDS{AS. CHRS (K}, 1b-11 21 IF VF=! THEN GOSUR 480

310 6OSUE 520 51 NI1=T :: DISPLAY AT(18. 1) ¢ *SURTOTAL" T ¢
v NZF N220 5 FF=F2 @1 GOTG 230

320 IF VF=0 THEN 330 :: VF,MF=0 1: GOSUE 480

J30 WF=0 1 FF=POS(AS,CHRS (K}, 1)-11 13 6OTO 230

380 EF C=2 QR{FF=0 AND PIF=0)OR(C=4 AND MiF=0)OR FL=] TH

EN 280

330 IF C=4 THEN EF=1 t: M2=M :: NIF,MF=0 :: GITO 230

350 IF Wr=1 THEN GOSUR 480

370 IF EF=0 THEN 400

380 IF H2F=0 THEN MEM(MZ)=N1 :: DISPLAY ATIM2$242,111:N1
v1 60TO 220

3%0 GOSUR 520 1t MEM(M2)=T 11 DISPLAY AT(M2E242,11):T ::
BOTD 220

400 BOSUB 520 :: DISPLAY AT(15,C):T :: GOTO 220

410 DISPLAY AT(R, 1) s**ynyveyen o0 o010 270

420 NEW(1) MEM(2) MEM{Z) MEM{4) NEM(S)=0 1¢ FOR R=4 TD ¢
2 GTEP 2 :: DISPLAY AT(R,103:"" 21 NEXT R :: GOTO 410
43¢ IF EF={ AND MF=1 THEN 240

440 CALL KEY(3,K,ST):: IF STC1 OR K<4% OR KDS3 THEN 430

ELSE CALL SOUND(50,500,5):: M=-48 :: DISPLAY AY{R,L}:CH
REMKY1ar C=C+1 51 MF=1 ;s FL=0 :: IF VF=l THEN GG5UB 480
850 TF NIF=0 THEN MIF,NIF={ :: NI=MEM{M):: IF 2F= OR DF
=1 THEN Ni=VAL(NSYSTR$(N1)):: DF,2F=0 31 GOTO 230 ELSE 2
30

480 IF N2F=0 THEN N2F=! 1 N2=MEMiN}:; IF IF=] OR OF=f T

HEN N2=VAL(NSLSTRS(NZ2)):: DF,2F=0 :: BOTO 230 ELSE 230
470 BOSUE 520 :: MEMIM)=T :: DISPLAY ATIME242,110:7 oy

010 220

480 IF DF=0 AND IF=0 THEN NX=N ELSE Ni=VAL{N$):: DF,2F=0

450 IF NIF=0 THEN Ni=NY 33 NIF=1 :: GETD 510

300 N2=NY :: N2F=]

S10 VF,N=¢ 11 N§="" 12 RETURN

320 IF FF=1 THEN T=N1+N2 ELGE IF FF=2 THEN T=Ni-N2 ELSE
IF FF=3 THEN T=NitN2 ELSE IF FF=4 THEN TaNE/N2 ELSE T=N]
INZ/100

330 RETURN

AL 248 D48 218 D¢ pIE D14 31¢ STEDTEFTE IS TS
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Rieeilgstiflidsiits
PROGRAM £ORRECTION
FILERTTSRRLITNNRLLLY

On last wonths progras:

"CHANGE SCREEN AND TEST COLOR IN Xp*
Line nuaber 150 should read:

130 CALL LOAD(10021,32,32,36,2,0.8,16,4,32,32,36,2,0,8,
24,1,32,32,36.4,91)

Sorry about that' [+ you discover any errors in any other
programs st me know at the mestings and I'11 be glad to
out the correction in the next TI-D-BITS,
thanks,
Ralph Field

(DOXDAREXIKIIXIHNIXD

nunnnnnm
AN EDITORIAL
by Ralph Field

L heetiaatiitify

There have been 2 nuaber of articles or reports
tirculated argund in the past six sanths ar so offering
some bitter feelings to say the lease abowt the new
beneve 9440 Computer. Though they have the right to
express their feelings [ feel that much of it has been
blown cut of proportion. Most of the probless have heen
preliminary software which has only bequn to reach its
final fora.

Below is an article in reputtal by Don Jones from
Chicago TI User’s Broup, This artical was taken fros the
Chicago Times Dec.87 issue, {rather lengthly perhaps) but
well worth your tise to read it wither vou are a FGeneve
oWner, considering on buving one in the future or just a
Tl’er with no plans on purchasing any other sachine in
the near tuture,

In the article he states that he is planning on a
sonthly article in Chicago Times for the Geneve Yad(
ptfering tips and inforsation on the new systee. [f they
turn out beneficial f will in turn put those articals in
our TI-D-Bits for the benetit of our beneve owners,

Happy reading, see you next time,
RALPH

ORI DIKINIXIX NS

RROSORRILRSIALALLRLNLNLLS
BENEVE SUPPORT COLUMN
by Don Jones
fe Chicago Tlaes
hieebRebiiidabbitetatit]

Hi there, Sports Fans!
Well, just as 1 said, here I am in ny new
incarnation. I hope that this will be an on-going

ponthly coluan, which will be devoted exclusively or
indirectly related to the new Myarc (Benevel 9540

Computer, For me, this is a very important and
signiticant thing that I do, as I fee} that the future of
our TI Coesunity lies with the future of the G40
Computer. Unfortunately, 1 must admit that I have yet to
find one positive thing said about the 9449 Computer in
this neusletter, that has not been said in the most
grudaing way, 5till, most people are able to admit that
there are two sides to any question.  Heretofore, only
one paint of view has groliferated in the pages i# this
newsietter,

Though I shall be working at a grave disadvantage, I
shall  endeavor to present that other side of the
question. You may ack why [ say I will be working at a
disadvantage. 1 say this for two reasons: 1.} All that I
write will be available for rebuttal, by the sditor, in
the very same issue in which ey ideas shail appear, and
2.3 1 feel that many people are convinced that positive
vienpoints are uncritical, lark probity, perspactive, and
discrimination, In other words, it appears that it is
tacitly considered as thic to take a negative point of
view. Cynicise and pessimism are considered to he
acteptable and “in." Optomise and faith are looked upon
with disdain and derision, Everyone knows that bad news
travels very far and very quickly. Most peapie don’t
mant tu hear praises; it's the negative stuft that sells
topy! {1 truly believe that most newspapers and
television stations would go out of business if they delt
only with positive and uplifting subjects; the public
just isn’t interested in that sort of thing, It's the
rapes, the murders, the extortions, the tribery, and the
dishonesty that selis both newspapers and air time.)
Well. so be it: still, 1 am not afraid to express my
pleasure with this new sachine,

It 15 clear to me that the machine, which the editor
of this newsletter, Carole Goldstein, has been using, for
her reviews, has been a defective machine, and I don’t
feel that this gives a fair or representative view n# the
aachine. Rather, it will clearly give a highly ene-sided
view.  Consider this scemarin, which 1 feel is analagous
to the situation under which the Geneve has been reviewed
heret You ie-a writer for an isportant and highly
influentily autosobile magazine. Your assignaent is te
review a new high performance car. The gar, which has
been purchased, for the review, has a defective
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carburetor (or sabe fuel injection systes), As a result,
it is difficult, and sometimes impassible, to start or
restart. It is slugqish, when acceleratings it is highly
proflioate, relative to its use of gasoline, it idies
roughly. and tends to die when you cose to a stop. If
you choose to review the machine in this condition,
chviously, the review will be <o negative that many
intellioent persons will be dissuaded fros purchasing
" one. In order to write a fair or objectiva review, you
ust do all that is necessary to bring the machine up to
its specified operating conditions. 1o do anything else
Would cause your revies to be highly prejudicial.
Untortunately, 1 don’t feel that this has been the tase,
relative to the reviews, regarding the 7440 Computer, in
this newsletter,

1 LOVE MY TI, BUT 1 ALSO LOVE GENEVE

Let me begin by saying somthing which has not been in
this newsletter: I AM VERY HAPPY AND GATISFIED WITH MY
(GENEVE) 9440 Computer, 1 Al GLAD THAT 1 PURCHASED IT,
AND IF T COULD 60 BACK IN TIME, I WOULD DO IT ABAIN' Aa !
an  uncritical, non-intelligent, non-discriminating
imbecile? Well, &ll things are possibie, and you will
have the oppertunity to come to your own conclusions,
relative to this conjecture.

Why am I so happy, with my 96407 I feel that this is
3 fair question, and 1 sheil pow attespt to answer it
with the following reasonss 1.} 1 purchased my machine
With full knowledge of the probless which Carol was
having with her machine. 1 purchased it axpecting to
have ali sorts of orobleas and difficulties. 2.3 1
looked at the new machine as a potential challenge, a
sort of a "adventure” which I had to soive. [ expected
ter my joy to be 4sund in the process of discovery and in
the unlocking of the secrets of the aachine. 3.) I
received excelient support from my dealer (Mr. Fob
Demeter, of Lake Coaputer Depot), from whoa ! purchased
wy machine, (] hasten to add that this wac a very
crucial factor to my happiness, and 1 would strongly
advise agarnst purchasing this machine sight-unseen or
through a cataloge. Uniess you are very bright, which |
gor’t ciaim to be, you will require some help in getting
started.) Theretore, when I finaly did get ay machine, I
left his hoee with a rudieentary working knowledne of how
to use the sachine, 4.} As z result of &y work on this
year’s Faire, I had the pleasure to becose acquainted
with Barb Wiederhold, of the Geen Ann Cosputer Ghoppe, in
Seattle, Washingtan. (A nonth ago, at this time, Barb
had sold about 77 Geneve Cosputers, Though she won’t
tell me, ! estimate that she will have sold about 100, by
the tiee of the printing of this article.) Barb was able
ta make w2 privy to quite a few unrdocumented features,
relative to the 9640. 5.} Ny uses for ay sachine are
sosewhat limited; 83X of my computer work is in the ares
of word processing. Relative to word processing, the

Myword progras, which I am using te write this article,
is a very decent progras. When you consider the fact
that it is free, with the Geneve Computer, it is highly
tost effective. Incidentally, how many other cosputers
actually aive you, for free, a word processor, or a oS,
or & spread sheet? Darn few, Neighbors, and this has to
be considered with one’s considerations, relative tao
purchasing a Geneve 9440 cosputer. 4.) Thought 1 did
epcounter most of the difficulties, which Carole
experienced. with the help of ny dealer, 1 was ahle to
salve sy protless in short arder or f1nd 2 way of getting
around the problees, #s a result, I aa very happy with
ay Geneve,

Relative to the probleas which Carole has been
having, 1 can only say that soee of her probiess are
hardwarz and sose arz software. I aa alsg prepared to
deaonstrate, publicly, that my machine, using ay
softuare, will not have the problems which Carole has
repeatedly docusented.

Another "fair guestion,® which one would possibly ask
#2 is, “Why would I purchase 2 aachine with which I
expected to have difficulties?" The answer to this
question is clear and sisples 1 am cossited to the T!
Community and the T1 family of computersy it’s just that
simple, I don’t own a clone, and I have no intentions of
ever purchasing one. In fact, I really don’t even want
one. 1 am very satisfied with what I have been able to
find within the T! Comsunity.

Some other isportant questions are, "Should everyane
in the TI Comeunity run out and purchase z ODeneve? [Does
everyone need one? In fact, exactly, who needs @ Genave?"
In atteapting to answer these questions, let me begin by
saying that the choice of what machine anyone invests in
is a highly personal chotce. As sy assofiate, Mr,  Dave
Wakely, has stated, you should get the machine *that
suits you,” And in order to find out exactly what ‘“suits
you,* 1 suggest that you first choose the softmware that
you want/need to runy vou then find the machine that is
capable of running it. (Not even ail “clones® are
equal!} Next, I would not wrge evervone ta run gut  and
purchase a beneve; nothing is for everybody. [ also
happen to feel, very strongly, that the T! 99/44 is as
auch of a machine as most people need, It is a heck of &
coaputer, with a great potential, that is able to deal
with most people’s cosputing needs. I therefore suggest
that if you have 2 44, keep it. It will do virtually all
that yeu need to have dane. The only people who I would
cansel towards getting a 9640 are: a.) those who have no
Computer and are therefore starting fros "scratch,* and
b.) those people in the TI Community who want something
more; I mean those who have outgrown the 9%/44. 1 am
talking about those who need a faster and eore powerful
machine with an ever greater potential. 1 feel that
these people can most henetit from a Geneve.
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PROBLEKS, PROBLENS, PROBLENS!!!

In order to start with the negative stuff, let me
discuss some of the probleas which I gig encounter with
my machine: 1 encountered almost ail the probleas which
Larole has routinely and repeatedly docuceented: run-away
keys and redefined keys. Here 1 gust eaphasize that |
- encountered only most of the probless which Larale
docusented: some of her probiess were never giperienced
by me. Relative to the probiess which I was having, 1
found out in conversations with Messer’s J, Peter Hoddie
and Jack Riley, of Myarc, that ay probless were the
result of a faulty keyboard, When 1 was told this, I
didn’t  want to hear or accept it; 1 was totally
incredulous as I felt that ] was being put off and
euchered. But once [ had ey inital keyhnard replared,
with the aid of ay dealer, all of my probless went anay,
there, T wish top emphasize that the Geneve kevboards are

generic XT/AT keyboards that are not manufactured by
Myarc,)

[ aust again adsit that I mever esperienced some of
the problems which Carole documented, such as chronic
locking up, [ also never had any probless with ay
telecoasenications, The obvious question is, *Why dign't
I hava the sase severs troubles that farcie did?* I feel
that the answer to that guestion is the fact that | had
easier arress to the most current software that was being
aade available for the machine. It was made available to
a2 through my dealer and through bark Wiederhold’s
excelient B,B.S Therefore, because of these twp sources,
1 had early access to a terminal esulator, a disk Banager
prograg, ang other programs that worked. 1 would also
like to wmention and thank #r. Don Walden, of the
Milwaukee TI Users’s broup and the Wisconsin 11 Council.
Don was very instruaental in getting to me proyrams which
his associate, Mr. Jim Schroeder, either wrote or
eoditied for the 9440 Computer. Therefore both Don and
Jim were great aids to se.

As 1 said earlier, it is abundantly clear to ae that
soae of the later probless, which Carol experienced,
using our group’s Geneve, were hardware related. They
were obvicusly the result of a bad chip, which was
pragressively deteriorating andfor a faulty voltage
requiator.  The latter has been a grobles with some of
the 9640's. I don’t feel that this makes the Geneve into
a bad or poor machine, As long as Myarc services these
garhines properiy, and in a reasonable length of time, I
can see little reason for complaint. Here, I would like
to talk a little about Myarc:

AN UNPOPULAR POINT OF VIEW

First, I would like to say that I am not a dealer, I
don’t work tor Myarc, [ have never even wet Lou Phillips,

and 1 have never received any monies or gratuities from
thea.! therefore have nothing to gain or lose from either
positive or neqative statements reqarding this coapany,
Also, other than my &eneve, the only other piece ot Myarc
hargdware that [ own 15 the 512K RAN/eesory card, and 1 as
very satisitfied with it, (You may remesber that 1 did a
demo/tutorial for a past users® groun meeting, and I
uploaded the text of ay deso to the users’ group’s
B.B.5.} As a result of this, I resain highly agpreciative
of what this cospany has done fer the TI Comsunity. 1 am
also well aware of the probleas which some close friends
of mine have had wmith their double sided double/quad
density disk controllers, when they 4irst case out; |
would be dishprest and lacking any credibility if [
clained igrorance of thea, in spite of the inital
problems, with the Myarc disk controlier card, it must
also be adeitted that that particular piece of hardware,
and its accospanying software, actually works, It is
totaly functional, and the bugs have been worked out,
Speaking of bugs, I don’t think that there has ever been
a piece of software that has been written without bugs.
You don’t get an MS-DOS version 4.0 or a [-2-3 Lotus
version 3.0 because they were written without bugs or
roca tor isprovesent! The issue whith has to be addressed
15, "How well are the probless being dealt with?" For me,
this will bte the bottom line that will detersine the
future of the Geneve Computer.

E feel that Myarc is one of the companies which have
allowed the Yl Cnamenity to remain the viable entity that
it has been, At the same time, I don’t feel that either
Lou Phillips or Hyarc owes it to the TI Cumeunity ta
support it. The one thing that they de owe any
coseunity, which they choose to support is a decent and
workable product, and it that product has  any
inperfections, they owe their customers a speedy and
roaplete resediation ot the probleas.

[ also adeit that the price of some of the
enhanceaents and isprovesents which we have enjayed,
through Wyarc, have come with 3 tast; the cost was a lack
of cospatibility. Though 1 don’t own a Myarc disk
controiler, 1 understand that it is cospatible with only
ahout 90-95% of existing software. Al that I can say in
regard to this is that there is a price for everything,
Total compatibility would be nice and is something to be
sought, hut finding it is both unlikely and unrealistic,
This phenosenon is also not to be found in the world of
ciones,

THANKS FOR THE SUPPORT!

I would aleo like to say one other thing about Myarc:
It is not another Internation Business Machines: in fact,
it isn’t either another Texas instrusents, Inc.  Rather,
it is a small cospany, From what | understand, Low
Phillips put up his own personal money to subdize the
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production of the %440 Compuier. We are therefore not
talking about big or siqificant corporaate  monies,
Kather we are talking about a highly innovative
individual with a b1g dreas upon which he is staking a
great deal in order to make it into a reabity. I,
personally, feel both adeiration and respect far anyone
who has been able to do so much with so 1ittle. What Lou
Phillips has done is an excellent pxampie of American
ingenuity. 1 am also deeply appreciative of what he has

done for fe and the eatire T Compunity, Thanks you, Lou
Fhillips, and all of Lhe peopie at Myarc.

OPTINISIM, PESSINISM, AND REALISN??7?

Dave Wakely, in his usually perceptive and astute
articles, has clearly delineated what he sees as the
possible futures of the T1 99/4A and the T! Comsunity. 1
can only earvel at his intelligence and insight; he truiy
inpresses se with his logic and the ostensible realism of
his point ot view. Still, I would submit that many of
the phenosena which we have seen unfold within the Ti
Comsunity have not been based in either jogic or
‘realisa.” We have done what no other cosputer or
computer cosmunity has ever done betore. What ather
aprhaned computer has had a nes and more powerful
cospatible version eeerge? What other cosputer cossunity
has contineed to thrive, in terms of both hardware and
sOftware, in the sidst of such adversity? In other words,
we gon't do things 1 predictable ways; we don’t function
according to the book. We don’t necessarily confors to
reality, rather we make our own reality' This is why we
have curvived, and this 15 why 1 beiieve that Geneve will
endure, in spite of the probiess and the negative
criticises, 1 adeit it; here, [ am talking about FAITH!
At the same time, I would caution you, Sports Fans, don't
allow yourseives to becose cynical, relative to this
particular sontiment. As doos the husan spirit, it too
endures,

Speaking ot negative criticises, 1 would like to say
that relative to both the Geneve and the TI Community,
these have continued to proliferate., Some of these
triticisas are well founded, but I do not fee} that it is
preper to only present one point of view. To the
eritics, 1 urge you to continue. I as confidest that we
shall endure; we have what survival requires, and it is
only through a true “baptism of fire” that we will fing
pur place of respect, in the worid of coeputers, It is
just  another  adversity that will result in the
strengthening the fabric of our community. Bring an the
antithesis; we bDeneve/Tl loyalists will provide the
synthesis! Just resesber, "Da cpera ain’t over until da
tat lady sings!!!" As you can ses, 1 am fully comsitted
to the beliet that the resolution of conflic's zre useful
in that they help to weed out that which is weat or
unwarthy. What resains will be awesose!

It must be clearly adnitted that there exists a saall
but steady attraction of 44 users. This attrition is
bccurring fros the 71 Cosaunity to other cosputers, [t
has also been ay observation that the Lb.#h., or a
“tlone® of it, is the most popular computer for most
torser 44 users to move to. Some move to this other
computer for reasons related te use of this computer in
their work eavironments, [ find that a few educators,
with 44’s have invested in the Apple Computer, because
this is the computer which ic most often being used
within aany educational environsents. A few serious game
players have gravitated towards the Atari ST or the
Amiga. A couple of others, who are most interestes in
graphics and computer art, have sought out the fAmiga.
(At the sase tise, I don’t know of anyone #ho has moved
to a Coesiedoor.)

In spite of this attrition, I as convinced that our
coaaunity can remain strong., The way that this can be
done is through the selling of used machines to indivuals
who have no coaputers. By keeping used 4A’s circulating,
I feel that we can keep owr comaunity both viabie and
alive. | am also eonvinced that there siili exists a
significent part ot the coeputer owning pepulation that
still has 4A's and that they would use thes if only they
had access to the proper support. Ry most recent work as
the forser meabership chairmsan seeas to bear this theary
put.

Here, | would fike to predict that there will also be
a nusber of computer owners who will re-buy the T1 99744
Cosputer. 1 predict that these "re-buyer’s will probably
be those who purchased an 1,B.M. *clone” for unclear and
amorphous reasons, rather than for work related reasons.
I predict that these ‘re-buyers® will be  sosewhat
disenchanted with their “clones.” They will f1nd that
educalional software will be 2xpensive and difficult ta
find for their machines. They will also he disappointed
in the lack of convenience and ease, which they took for
granted with their 95/4A’s. Though they will find that
there is excellent support for most of the hardware and
software for their “clones,” they will find that the
initial cost of the hardware and the software to he
prohibitive; they will find the *fair ware* phenoaenon
hard to come by, (I herewith chalienge any L.B.M. or
"rlone” user to show sme a disk manager or sector editor
of the sake quality as the ones in John Birdweli’s Disk
Utilities Progras. I used this program for the first
time ever yesterday, and it blew e away! I will have
sore about this program next month; incidentally, it is
fully Geneve compatible.) They will EXperience
compatibility probless in both software and hardware,
which, horetofere, the TI Cossunity has not esperienced
to any signifrcant degree, I also predict that they will
#iss the cohesive support aroups, such as this one, as
within the I.E.M, Coeeunity, there is no need for thea.
| am theretore predicting a return te “the faid* of thase
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#ho hope to stay in the direction of the *clone.”

Still, 1 see the main salvation of our comaunity as
the 9440, hut at the sase time, 1 anm forced to adait that
the 40 community also wants to ke able to deal with
programs written for the MS-DOS environment. Well,
Sports Fans, again, | am convinced that it’s Geneve to
the rescue, 1 understand that Myarc is actively working
On soae sort of hardware peripheral which will allow full
P.L.  compatibility; this is an important priority
project, far thea. We are already seeing the esergence
ot programss that allow for the tramsfer of P.C,  text
files. I predict full P,C, coapatibility before the end
of 198, 1 alco predict that when this occurs, it will
be the ane thing that will convince the more timid and
less adventurous peabers of pur cossunity to go for a
beneve rather than a ‘close.” I therefarm say, if ynir
have been contesplating moving in the direction of a
‘cione.® I wrge vyou to wait. There is no cost for
waiting, and you may weil be happy that you did., |1
believe that i1t will be pessibie for you to have the best
ot bath worlds (the T1 and the 1.5.M.),

_ Alreadyy suse of the current members ot our comaunLty
have computers other than the 44, It is also elear that
these zame persons have fully comsitted thesselves to
their other aachines, and they do not even use their 4A7s
anymore.  The logical question is, : “Why do they
continue to resain in the group and the 11 Comaunity in
general?* 1 believe that the answer to this guestion lies
in the fact that these persons have deveioped azny close
friendships and associations, as 2 result of their work
with the 4A, They continue to stay with the cosaunity
sieply because there are so many really nice people teo
deal with. This is very nite, but there is also a

danger; it is the dapger of the “self tulfilling
prophecy!*®

What 1 wmean by & *self fulfilling prophecy® is a
prognostication, which because nf the respect and the
probity of its bearer, is taken to be a literal statesent
of reality, and is theretore acted upon and adhered to
ancritically, As a result of & taot, subconscious
sental acquiesence and acceptance, it truly becomes the
rezlity, of many indrviduais. {1 belseve that our
beliets are the basis of our realities.) ] therefore want
to wern the 71 Cosmunity, and the Geneve segeent, in
particular, of the danger of this sort of thinking., We
cannot allow ourselves to be swayed by others who are not
beneve owners or those who are not coamitted to this
machine. 1 would even go so far as to conjecture that
therz are aembers of the 7] Community who would like to
see beneve die! 1 feel that it is the only way that some
acebers of our community can internally justity their
apostasy relative to the T 99/44 and the 11 Cossunity,
The death ot Beneve would he the only way for them to
validate the correctness of their choice to coemit

theaselves to a "clone® or some other machine. It's nice
to be able to say, “see, I told you so'* or “kell, it

looks like 1 was right all the time'® or *I aade the test
Chaip!”

As it 1is clear, the going may be a little tough for
those of us who are Geneve lovers, but 1 am confident
that we shall endure, 1 am also sure that the Ti
Cosaunity will also emdure. MWe are too strong, and
failure is out of the question

This article has gone on loag enough, and I haven't
even bequn to tell you anything that will help you with
your machine. 1 hope that you will forgive me if I save
that for the next issue. [ feel that it was important to
set the tome of these articles with this initial one.
Next month, T will talk about some undocuasnted cosmands
in H-DOS and in the GFL mode. I shall describe how you
tan use your Horizon RAM disk to boot your DUS or GFL
loader in 3 seconds. 1 will also talk abaut sodiéying
your DOS with a sector editor so that it will find your
AUTBEXEC faie on your Horizon RaM disk, There is also an
interesting thing that you can do with the CSAVE progras
that will give you greater convenience in the &FL mode.
[ will also talk about how to rcreate your BATCH and
AUTOEXEL fales in M-DOS or in Myword. I will alsp
continue to make sure thal new and updated fifes, for the
9640, are uploaded to the group's B.B.S. {In fact, jlst
today, I received a package of some of the aost current
sottware, for the benpve from Mr.  Jack Riley, the
vice-president of Myarc, With his peraission, [ will be
placing these files up onto the group’s B.B.5. In other
words, I wiil do everything in sy power to support this
most estimable machine,

By the way, be sure to get the GIF program and some
of the 6IF files off of some of the various bulletin
beards, This progras gives you graphics of I.B.M. £BA
quality! (You don’t need MByBaBrBtB or any other program
te run these files.) Show some of these pictures to your
friends with “clones® or Amiga’s or Arari's, and when you
do, be sure to leave the room so that they can cry in
both digrity and arivacy!

Well, Sports Fans, it looks like ole Krowe Dose Jonz
has talked too much again. Well, ahe real sorry *bout
dat! I only ask that you allow me the tise and the space
to wish you all sost pleasent holidays, Have a Merry
Lhristmas, a Happy Channuka, a Jayous Solstice, and a
Happy New Year!
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