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HAPPY NEN YEAR' As ] write this article, it is still
the New Year’s weekend. For that reason, it will be a bit
sharter than usual this month, | hope and trust that each
of you had a great holiday season and are now ready to
start fresh in the new year,

1'd like to thank Frances Mitchell (Don Mitchell's
wife) for the delicious cake that she baked for our
Christmas party. It was exceptionally good, and I think
Don’s lucky to be married to such a good cook!

This wmonth’s seeting will be & cosbination of old and
new business, It seeas that there were a few more aeshers
who wanted to have the console modifications and "tune-ups®
than we anticipated! Ne managed to do about 10 or (i
tonsales during the seeting. |1 was surprised at how many
different circuit boards there were in just those few
consoles. We encountered at least 3 different circuit
boards and | console with 32K inside. This caused some
delays while we traced the circuits to make sure that we
were replacing the correct resistor. In one console, the
layout was so di#ferent that we were forced to put the
ALPHA LOCK diode on the keyboard instead of in the console.
It was an interesting challenge and not without a nusber of
problems, but ail of the consoles were successfully
modified and cleaned, For those of you who were unable to
get your console done last month, we will be having another
clinic this wonth, so bring 'em back and we will give it
another shat.

For this sonth’s progras, we will he desonstrating
FUNNELWER V4.0, Me had it on the adqenda last month, and
even desonstrated some of it,
informal that we thought a sore cosprehensive deso was in
order,

Now that the DOS for Geneve has been completed
{almast}, we thought it aight ba a2 good tiss ta have
another demonstration of what the 9640 is capable of. Last
time we showed it, the operating syses was VERY primative
and full of bugs. Since then, and contrary to soae of it’s
bad press, the b5eneve has blossosed into a quite
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respectable computer. I'm not saying there are no probleas
with it. 1's saying that for amy systes, all the major
probless have been solved. I know that sose of the other
mesbers who have Geneve’s have had sose probleas that I
have not (probably due to using different disk controller
cards), but these probleas, too, are being worked out,

I will be demonstrating MDOS, the “"native® operating
systes of the teneve. MDOS is very similar to W5-D0S, used
by all those IBM clones we keep hearing about. Everything
I have been able to test out so far has worked {although
not always exactly as described in the manuall. Hopefully,
Myarc will send some replacesent pages for the manual that
cover these changes.

I will alsc be showing a new graphics prograa called
BIF2. This program allows the beneve tc display full
color, hi-res pictures drawn or digitized by virtually any
computer. [ have quite a fem VERY nice pictures which
boast graphic resolutions up to 720 x 400, Sose of you may
wonder haw this can be since the highest resolution on the
beneve 1S 5i2 X 424, The solution seeas quite siapie, and
even elegant after seeing how it works., The graphics are
encoded using a "standard" format. This forsat teils the
sachine what the original resolution of the picture was,
The program then selects the closest match available and
Using the above
exasple, a picture with 720 x 400 resolution would be shown
in the 512 x 424 sode, The computer would show the first
312 of the 720 pixels horizontally in each of 424 roms.
The resulting picture would come just short of filling the
screen vertically and overfill it horizontally, The unused
horizontal inforsation would be “hidden* off the screens,
The user has the option of soving the picture around on the
screen to center it or select the portion he wants to see
{somewhat tedious as one is torced to re-load the picture
each tise). Depending on the display resolution selected
coapared to the eoriginal reselution, the picture may
overfill the screen or perhaps just §ill one corner of the
screen, Dnce you have the picture just the way you want
it, you can save it back to disk in MY-ART forsat. When
this has been accoaplished, you can then edit the picture
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in any way you want using NY-ART. As an added bonus,
pictures in MNY-ART format seea to load such quicker than
pictures in 61F2 forsat, They also taks up about twice as
such disk space. {h well, win some - lose soam.

This sonth there will be a sign-up sheet for anyone
who would be willing to loan their computer equipment to
vendors for the TI-XPO-88., Me have had several requests so
far and expect to have sore between now and the show. If
you decide to participate in this equipment loan, please be
sure that ALL of your equipsent is sarked in some way so0 it
doesn’t get amixed up with anyone else’s equipsent when we

tear down the show. We don’t want anyone to lose
anything...even cables or pewer strips.

One 1ast note:

Don’t forget! This seeting f(Jan 11, 1988) is the LAGY
seeting at the library. Starting in February, we will be
meeting at the Nevada Power Co, building on West Sahara,
We will have aaps available at the meeting to show where
the N/P building is and where the aesting room is within
the building. Anyone who is not sure, be sure to get one
of these saps before leaving.

Thats it for this aonth, See ya at the meeting.

-John-

V.P. VERBAGE

HAPPY NEMW YEAR!! Well here we go into 1988, It's going to
be a great year for our group, ! can just tell!

First of all I want to sention that for those of you that
didn't get their consoles upgraded with the screen fix and
the joystick fix at the last aeeting we will be doing it
again this meeting and every meeting until we either run
out of consoles or Radio Shack runs out of parts! It’s a
neat, cheap, and siaple upgrade that works very well. We
only had two casualties, but they were healed up in about
48 hours, NO PROBLEMS''!'! So bring it on in!

Second, for thuse who ordered sodess, they should be in #or
this seeting, [ bought the parts for the sodem cables and
it looks like about $10.00 each for the aodea cable in
parts. Shipping Handling for the sodeas will be just a
littie amore, so bring about $12-13.00 and 1’11 try to have
change handy. Sorry Mike, I tried for three weeks to qet
hold of you, but I couldn’t get you. TIf you still want a
aodea give me 2 call and 1’11 help you out!

Next, I would like to take time out to pitch a couple of
our best third party vendors. These guys are i very good
source of information on what we can do with our systess
and how we can do it. We really need to give thes our
support! We like pur system and it would be shame to lose
support altogether when all it takes is a couple of bucks
that we would never aiss! 1st is MICROpendius. This is an
excellent wsagazine and it’s totally dedicated to us, It's
also the only cne left! Let’s face it gang, once they're
gone - they're GONE'! We really owe it to thea to give
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thea our support. So dig in and send a check for $20.00
to: MICROpendium, P.0. Box 1343, Round Rock, Texas 78480,
2nd is Ryte Data. This is a newsletter that actually gives
you suggestions and pians to upgrade your systea'! If you
need help with the plans or hardware sodifications we
always have someone in the club who knows how to wield 2
soldering iron. This letter is sose "very good® reading,
It's very asuch worth the $14,00/year subscription. Send
you check to: Ryte Data, 210 Mountain Gtreet, Haliburton,
Ontario XON 1S0 and you won’t Dbe sorry., J3rd, are our
buddies in Australia who bring us the Funnelweb Software

Package. These oquys spend alot of time in front of the
tube tii their eyes water to bring us about the best

software package on the aarket and YOU KNOW 17! RIGHT!!?!
S0 far it probably hasn’t cost you a cent, either!
RIGHT!! 1f you were thes and if nobody was sending vou any

aoney to show their appreciation for the work you had done
s0 far, how much enthusiasa do you think you could maintain
to keep up with the upgrades? Mot auch if it ware se!
Well, these guys haven't given up.......yet! If you think
they have then come to this next meeting and see Funnelweb
Version 4.0. It blows the doors off all previpus
versions! Don Mitchell didn’t think it could be such of an
improvesent, but we talked hia into donating $5.00 for the
upgrade.......call him up and ask his *now* what he thinks
of Funnelweb Ver, 4.0, If you've never donated anything
tor Funnelweb Faras we are suggesting a donation of $20.00.
If vyou were among the group that originally domated $:5.00
then we are suggesting a donation of $5.00 for the upgrade.
1 feel we all have to be realistic about all of this. If
we don’t support these people in their endeaver to “help®
us then pretty soon we are going to find ocurselves “all
atone®*, There are 3some people who felt I shouidn’t have
said all of this because 1 might upset soseone, If I did
upset you then I have to ask syself if it was because I was
too bold to say what I felt or was it because of feslings
of quilt on the part of the person upset? Think it over!
Do what you think is right!! Enough said.

1 syself will be doing upgrades at the meeting, tut as John
will probably have sentioned he will be giving a demo on
BIF. This is similiar to RLE only on the MYARC Geneve, [
also believe Rudy will be giving a deso on Funnelweb 4.0,
1 pelieve this would be a good wmeeting to bring your
checkbook and a few extra disks (Pre-initialized of course!
to the seeting with you, WNe are going to try sosething new
and have both demos going at once and let everybody just
aill around and look, talk, or participate as he/she feels
cospelled to do. Very ispromptu, very low-key! Bo, have
some fun and cose on down' GSee ya there.......Steve.
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TI—XPO—88

The TI-XPO0-88 is nearly upon us. The countdown is at 7 weeks and counting.
There has been a flurry of activity from the TIXPO committee getting ready for
the show. We have been calling all over the country confirming vendor’s
intentions to come to the show. There have been many letters and applications
in the mailbox during the last monthy, and we are starting to get a number of
calls inquiring about the show. One of the most often asked questions has
been, "Who’s gonna be there?". We have not released a list of vendors before
now hecause there were too many that we hadn’t heard from. There were {(and
still are) a substantial number that have expressed a desire and willingness to
come but, for one reason or another, were unable to give us a firm committment.
Since the show is getting near, we feel that it is now time to release at least

a list of the definitely confirmed vendors and user groups that will be here.

Here is the list:

VENDOR REPRESENTATIVE FPRODUCT

Digit systems Tom Spillane RGB interface, 2 meg ram card with
battery backup.

L%M ststens Les Merryman Myare products, Ggﬁéve
Myarc Inc Jack Riley Myarc products & Software, Geneve
Rave 99 Co. John McDevitt Rave keyhoard, card to put speech

synthesizer in p-box

Ryte Data Bruce Ryan R/D newsletter, 99AT expansiocn box,
i Monty Schmidt’s books % programs

T.A.P.E. LTD Franz Wagenbach Mechatronics pquucts...SG col card
mouse, bGram Karte |

Bud Mills Services Bud Mills 2 meg Harizon Ramdisk, Horizon
ramdigk parts kit

Great Lakes Software Ernest Chandler Joy Faint 39
Richard Paquette .

== EE EEEE S ======S =

. ,}‘a!_

User’s Broups e
SNUG . Las Vegas NV Host oroup, fairware booth, programming
clinic booth with Regsna

»

I 4 N
Southwest 9%ers Tucson AZ Floppy Disk sales, registration booth

LA 9%ers Les Angeles CA software & bardware sales

1d

Guest speakers

ECul
Regena Cedar City UT Beginning BASIC, gomputers in education
Jack Riley Myare Inc Geneve, My-Art, Harddfloppy disk
controller '27), St

as the 82
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There are at least 14 more vendors that have said they “might" come depending

on various factors.

purpose.
difficulty contacting.
actual show on Feb 27th and 28th.
. (702)648-1247.
confirm that they are coming.

S EENENERENmETIEI s

We expect that a number of the vendors that come will also
wish to give demonstrations and lectures,

We have 2 rooms set up for this

We are still making phone calls to others that we have been having
We expect this list to grow gquite a bit before the

This list will be posted on the SNUG BBS
It will be updated whenever new vendors or user’s groups

FUNNELWEP Helpful Hints
by R. J. Bieber, SNUG Librarian

FUNNELWEEB Ver 4.0
Dated 11/Nav/87

I’a passing on some helpful hints that I came up with
during ay running of FUNNELWED Ver 4.0 (FNLWED) installed
on sy Horizon Raedisk (HRD) - 236K using John Johnson's
Nenu program Ver 6.3,

1, RELOAD can drive you nuts, [It’s searched for by FNLWEB
when it reaccesses some of it's utilities. That say be why
Drive #1 turns on when you least mxpect it. You can verify
this by Configuring UTIL! with one color screen and
Configuring RELDAD with a different color screen. This is
a big help after running the CONFI6 progras. You can see
whether UTIL! or RELOAD has been called up when switching
utilities,

3. RELOAD is generated thru the CONFIG program and is
different than UTIL1. Don’t try booting FNLWEB directy
from RELOAD; it won’t work that way,

4. Don’t put RELOAD an the HRD if all the prograss being
accessed thru FNLWEB are on the HRD. Gome of the utilities
took for RELOAD first when rebooting FNLWEB.

3. DN1000 is not changed by the CONFIE progras. To
prevent accessing Drive #1 when rebooting FNLNED froa
Dption 1 of DMIOOC, using a sector editor, change the ordar
of the FILES looked at by FMLKEB in the last sector of
DH1000. You'll #ind RELDAD comes first, followed by UTILI
and LOAD. T changed RELOAD to UTILL and added a space
tollowing it, 1 left the second UTILY and LOAD alone,

& If you dan’t put all of the FUNNELWEB files on one disk
then you’ll have to RUN the CONFIG prograa to tell UTILL,
LOAD, and RELOAD where to look when accessing the prograss
you need. Running CONFIG can be tricky, so play with it
until you get it right. You can use a sector editor to
make most of the changes, but why look thru 700 sectors
when CONFID will do most of the work for you,

LIBRARIAN’S REPORT-JAN 88
by R. J. BIEBER

JAN 88 MEETING '!1!!

SPECIAL NOTICE: The t1 JANUARY ’88 SNUG MEETING will be
held at the Charleston Plaza Library Meeting Roos as usual.
Ne MILL NOT relocate to Nevada Power INTIL the February
seeing,

BULK DISKETTES:

3MUG still has some bulk diskettes for sale. The price for
a package of 25 diskettes which includes Tyvec sleeves and
labels remains the same as before. SNUE mesbers - $12,50
per packige of 25. Non-seabers - ¢15.00 per package.
First cose, first served.

GROM Connectors

1f you are experiencing problems with cartridges that are
plugged into the cartridge port of the TI Cansole then it
a3y Dbe tise to replace the console’s internal GRON
connector. The connector coses mounted on & small circuit
board that plugs into the cosputer's sother board. [ have
1 GROM connector left for $6.50.

DM1000Q Ver 3.8

DK1000 Ver 3.8 apparently is OK. I,ve received no more
reperts of any probless., It's now available fros the Disk
Library. For those of you who may not e familiar with
IM1000, it’s a versatile Disk Manager Program very similar
to CorComp’s Disx Manager; but with greatly enhanced
sub-functions that are usable with all disk controllers.

I+ you have Version 3,7 of DM10OO then you don’t need to
upgrade at this time. 1 don’t see any asjor operating
differrnces hetween Versions 3.7 and 3.8.

FUNNELWER Ver 4.0

FUNNELWED Version 4.0 (dated Sen/20/87) and scheduled for
distribution at the Deceaber mesting apparently had some
unknown bugs in it. Three of us tried, but we could not
get it to track the Horizon Ramdisk as the boot drive,
Another bug caused the Editor screen to lock-up.

Thase and other probless sees to have been avercome by
an upgraded FUNNELMEB Version 4.0 (dated 11/Nov/87), Gtove
Buchanan downloaded this upgraded version from the GENIE
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network., As with the original Ver 4.0, it contains aany
nes enhancesents plus cospletely new docusentation. ['ve
checked it cut and it works AOK.

The FUNNELWER desc scheduled for Deceaber was
overriden by the Xmas party and TI-Console mods. Rudy
Johnson has gratiously volunteered (again) to demsnstrate
this outstanding Progras/Utility Series for us at the Jan
88 mesting.

Since FUNNELWED is a fairware Program/itility series
and the author{s) live in Australia, SMUG's Dfficers and
seabership decided last year that this disk required
special distribution procedures, Last year when we qot the
first version of FUNNELMEB (Ver 3.0 now a dinosaur) we
asked for & ainimua $13.00 donation. After a lengthy
desonstration of FUNNELWEB some sesbers danated sore, some
less, based upon their personal evaluation of the worth of
the progras. AlD collected proceeds ($147.00) were sent
off to Teny and Will Mcbovern in Australia (24 Aug 1986).

For SMUG meabers sho contributed to the FUNNELNEB Fund
last year and want to upgrade to FUNNELWEB Ver 4.0, we are
asking for only a minisum $3.00 donation, Some of you are
probably wondering and the answer is YES; I do have a list
af last years rontributors, soaswhere, someplace in a lnong
forgotten file,

if you den’t have the FUNNELWER Progras/Utility Series
yet and wish to get a copy of thea from the Disk Library,
we are asking for 23 sinisus $13,00 domation. You may
donate more or less based upon your personal evaluation of
the prograa.

I will have some FUNNELMEB disks already made up for
the January seeting, Sose will be DS/SD and some will he 2
disk sets §5/SD. To save disk space I WILL NOT include the
RELOAD file which vyou can configure and gave thru the
CONFIb program. Please bring the appropriate nusher of
disks if you want to exchange; otherwise, new disks will
cost $1.00 each plus your FUNNELWEB donation.

SNUG will not make a penny from the distribution of
FUNNELWEB.  All proceeds will be sent directly to Yony and
Mil! McBovers in Australia. This is SNUB’s way of showing
pur appreciation to Tony and Will tor giving unseifishly of
their time and energy and to sav Thank You for giving all
of us in the TI-Comsunity one of the best {zirware
Prograa/Utility Series available today. Also, the woney
helpe Tany and Will upgrade their TI systes in spite of the
outlandish prices they have to pay for electronic equipaent
isported into Australia.

8K RAM CARTS

Rlt 10 of the 8K RAN Carts {(Super Carts) were sold at
the Deceaber meeting. After all costs were tallied up SNUG
realized a profit of $42,00. SNUG officers are now looking
tor sore Utilities and Programs that will utilize the BX
RAM Cart.

For those of you who are interssted, the BK RAN Carts
were huilt using the designs furnished in the June, July,
and August 1983 issues of MICROpendiumy articles and
designs by John Clulow, David Romer, and Ron Gries.

Ten drand new T Invader Game Cartridges (froa Triton)
were stripped of their parts, New HMa244LP-15 BK CMOS RAM

chips were installed first. Then new E/A chips (frea TI),
and new associated cosponents (primarily from Digi-Key and
Radio Shack) were installed, By cutting some UNUSED foil
traces Steve Buchanan was able to solder 2ll components
including the battery holder directly to the printed
circuit board, No rattles fros these babies. A word of
caution - a cut in one or sore of the foil traces running
from the E/A chip to the cosponents on the right side of
the board will create soae hairy problems (Screen garbage
and/or E/A not showing up as an Option on the TI-Menu
Screen at power up)., 5o be careful when cutting traces on
the right side (cosponent sidel of the board. Believe me,
both Steve and I know !'!

JANUARY DISK OF THE MONTH!

Due to other cosaitaents and higher priorities over
the holiday season, [ haven’t had auch tise to make up a
saster DOM disk for January. I'll have the disks at the
January 88 seeting along with a 1list of applicable
programs. #s always, it’1l be a gooder!'!

1*ve included a special program series “CARTRIDGE
SAVER* written by J. Peter Hoddie. Its an Assembly
Language Utility that will dump cartridges to disk. The
files can then be run on the GENEVE 9440, an {MB)
brasKracker, and supposedly the New GRAMULATOR which I hear
is ready for production, estisated cost between $130 and
$160 (WEST PENN 99°ers DEC 87 Newsietter),

Here’'s a partial cataiog of the Jan *B8 DOM (323 sec).
CHARAL Reverse Video Control Characters

CHARAL/DOC Documentation for use of New CHARAL
£s Memory Image Assesbly Progras

CEAVE Uncospressed Asseably Programs

CSAVE-DOCS CSAVE Documentation/Instructions

DISKLABEL Prints filenames on mailing labels

EASYDOCS  Documentation for EASYSPRITE

ERSYSPRITE Asseably Language Sprite Builder Prgm
DVERLAYER  Design/Print Overlay Strips 4or TI Console
PARSEC-2  Asseably Language Gase (E/A Opt 3)

PINBALL Make and Play your own Pinball Games

PRINT Multi-Column Print Utility - J.P, Hoddie
PRINT/D0C  Docusentation for PRINT progras

NO JANUARY B8 RAFFLE

The Raffle Pot apparently is no longer attractive to a2
sajority of our aesbers. Consequently, the Raffla has been
tesporarily discontinued until we get sose new itemss of
interest.

So, plesse look through your modules, books and
assorted disks to see if you may have sose item(s} to
donated. Remember, any and all items are welcose and
appreciated.

That's all for this sonth, Hope you all have a Happy
New Year !! I’1] see you at January’s meeting,
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