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Most of my computer time lately has been taken up
tinkering with sy 384K MHorizon Rasdisk and
writing/debugqing some Assembly prograss. As 3
result, | have managed to neglect ay writing, the
hulletin board, and Extended Basit prograsming. Since
I as still working on the Assembly stuff, it will be a
couple of months before you see anything on it. 1 do
have a review of the 384K Horizon Ramdisk though, and
you will find it elsewhere in this issue. 1 am
rusning late writing this article (so what else is
new) so there won't be anything about the BRS in this
Snugletter sither,

He have some good stuff for this sonth’s seeting, Me

will be calling Compuserve and Genie, These are the 2

sost popular an-line information servites, Hoth of

them offer 2ll Ringdz of inforaztion, special interect

groups, programs and files to download. Ne will be

esploring the ¥I FORUM on Coapuserve and the TI ROUKD
TABLE on #&enie. If you have never called an an-line
inforsation service, or even if vou have, you will
find this deaonstration to be fun and educational.

How many of you have ever heard of a $29.00 printer?
There has heen ane adverticed in Computer Shopper for
the last 3 or 4 months. After seeing it for so long,
[ finally decided that I couldn’t stand it any sore.
! ordered one for ayself and one for ey stepsen who
hag a PC Jr, This printer was originally designed for
the PC Jr, 5o I knew it would work with his computer.
The question was, would it work with sine? [ {igured
it should, sisce it’s a serial printer and there are
enly 3 or 4 wires needed in a serial commection.

It took about {0 days to get the printers. The RE232

connection is cospletely non-stapdard (what do you
gxpect from Big er, | nmean Little Blue).
Fortunately, the oprinter gapual is good. Al
interfacing information is incuded in the eanual.
After a rcouple hours of studying and a little trial
and error {the nomenclature os the pins was also
non-standard), 1 was able to fabricate a cable for it.
Probably the worst thing about the printer is the
davice naae you have to type in to access it:
"RS232.BA=1200.04=8.PA=N". For a $29 printer, it has
4 surprising nuaber of features, As a natter of fact,
if it weren't for it’s being a thermal printer, I
would have no probles whatsoever reccommending this
printer to anyone,

1 will have sy little printer at the meeting for vou

ta zee and w»ill put it through 7z pares for vy,

WARNING!

[f you are planning to  buy a Geneve 9440
{reccommended), be sure that the RGB monitor you get
for it (also rgccoasended) is cospatible. We hava
encountered one that won’t work, The Amiga 2002
aonitor is suppossd to be directly compatible with the
Awiga 1080 aomitor that we have used with several
Geneves here in Las Vegas. In fact, the 2002 is the
neW aonitor that Cosecdore sells for the Amiga. It is
NOT the sase! There is a problem with the synch sigsal
froa the 2002 model. Paul Charleton says that it's
prabably inverted and that installing a 741504 hex
inverter chip would probably fix it, I haven't tried
this because it wasn’t my acnitor and it would invalve
either adding parts to the sonitor chassis, tha genave
tard, or building a special tircuit into the cable,
~continued-



Our solution in this case was to take the 2002 sanitor
back and trade it for 2 1080 aonitor. The 10RO is 3
bit more expensive for sose reasan, but at least we
got it to work,

We will once again be having ocur ratéle this santh.
There are getting to he quite a nuaber of iteas in the
pot thess days, but we still like to get new donations
whenever we can, At last month’s meeting we decided
to sell the books that the LA 99%rs donated to us. If
there are any titles in our book box that you want,
see Bob Bieber at the meeting and he will sell thes to
you, ~ We also still have TIXPD 9B hats left for sale,
s6 if you didn't get ona at the show {or have already
gotten vours dirty) vou can still get one,

At the June SNUG aeabership seeting, nominations for

afficers will be called. If you have a raging desire
to seek and hold an office in GSNUE let the asembers
know at the June aeeting. I have cut this article
ghort this month so 1 can finish sy review of the
HRD+, Don't forget... May 9th, 4:30 PM, Nevada Power
Co. See ya there!

X—BASIC TRAINING (revisited)!

by Dee Wellman

Have you ever gotten tired of looking at the bdleak
cyan screen with black letters that TI blessed the
T1-99/4A onners with? Well, here is a way to change

the screen in the issediabo asde. To change just the

screen color type ind (no line nugbers are needed)
CALL SCREEN{&):: ACCEPT AT({,1):A

(or uyse the color of your choics)

After typing this in press enter and the scrasn will
turn blue with the curser at the top lett carner, row
1, colusn |, of the screen, waiting for you ta enter
soaething. Do not press enter or press any key,
accept for FCTN 4 {clear), this soves the cursor back
down to the botton left of the screen, And you will
be back in the immediate or progras entry aode and you
can now type in or list your programs against i new
backgreund color,

The oniy probiea with this is that if you create an
errar, execute CALL CLEAR, PRINT or RUN your program
the screen will return to the eriginal cyam color.

To change tﬁé cursor, text and screen celor type im:

FOR X=0 70 12 :. CALL COLOR(X, 16,105 HEXT X ¢ CALL
SCREENIS):y ACCEPT ATl 134

Then follow the instructions as set gut abave,
To change just the cursor color type in:
CALL COLOR(Q, 7,005y ACCERT AT, 1):4

Then ¢ollow the instructions as above. That should
give you some sort of a start on giving the cosputer &
little work out and nake it a little sore fun to read
those progras listings.
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by R. J. BIEBER

With aother nature letting us know she’s in charge
this last weekend it’s 'a qood tise to remind everybody
of one of the primery rules of hose cosputing,  SAVE!
SAVE! GAVE! Don’t let a power outage rob you of vaur
efforts.

BULK DISKETTES:

SNUG still has bulk diskettes for sale. The price for
3 package of 12 diskettes which includes Tyvec sleeves
and labels is as follows: SNUG members - $5.00 per
package or 2 Packages for $11,30. NON-MEMBERS - $7.00
per package. First come, first served.

NEW FPROGRAMS:

Renn Cruap fros the SLAVE User’s Group in Utah was in
town Easter weekend and we got together for sose disk
swapping. Most of what he gave e was compressed so [
didn’t have time to decompress, dearchive and review
any of the files betore April’s aeeting., Family

aatters and ay brother being in town for the National
Association of Broadcasters convention took prierity.

As luck will have it the 24 disks he gave ae turned
into &3 disks of unpacked files and programs. |
cannot list all of thea here, but, [ will have 2
Master List, Disk Cataleg Listing and hopefully a
breaikdown of individual prograas at the May aeeting.
A quick glance leads me to believe aost of the
prograss will fall inte 2 catagories - either
Educationzl or Ganes,
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MAY®S DISK OF THE MONTH !

Bacause 1 was absent from April’s ruieting and the
fpril DOM’s were not passed out, | will feature thea
again in May. One disk will contain Disk Utilities
Ver 4.0 by John Birdwell and the other disk will
feature TELCO, Both prograas were demonstrated by
John Martin during March®s aeeting.

I have archived and cospressed TELCO from 531 sectors
dows to 2b4 sectors so it fits onto one 85/30 disk.
I’ve also included Barry Boone’s “Archiver Ver 2.4"
tor those of you who may not have it, VYou'll need it
to decompress and dearchive the TELLD +file (Int/Fix
128, .

The secund  disk  contains Jobm Birdwell's Disk
Utilities Ver 4.0. It only takes up 91 sectors so
P'LL try to fill up the digk with some other goodies,
Documentation is not included with the program, John
Birdwell was smart. In ordor to get the BOCc you aust
send him the "Fairware fee' of $15.00 and he’ll send
you the complete documentation.

MAY*S RAFFLE

Evidently, due to 3 seall turnout at April’s meeting
the raffle was not a roaring success. Hopefully we'll
do better this aonth. Remesber, we do have a large
selection of items in the ratfle pot. Be sure to
bring a few extra bucks so you can partictpate, The
ratfle tickets currently go for $2.00 each.

SNUG is always looking for new/used items to include
in the monthly raffles. Please look through your

.aodules, books and assorted disks to see if you may

have cnae iteals) tn donate. Anay and all iteas are

welcome and appreciated. Remember, some of our new

memtiers are cass@iie based only and mey be apie to use
those old program bocks you have lying around,

That's all for this sonth. --- rjb
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SPEEDY CURSOR?
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Downloaded from GENIE and condensed by Dee Wellaan.

This fix by Peter Hoddie and uploaded to GENIE hy
Steve Mehr of the Tri-Valley User Grosp im So.
Calif., shows how to speed up the auto-repeat of the
cursor in the Funnel-Writer Word Processar.

First, using a sector editor locate the second sector

of Funnel-Writer file "ED", The first line contains
the HEX characters "99%F 1004 Q&FF Q003 00CA GO0A,etc”
The first “000A" controls the speed of the curser
while it s in sotion, The second “000A" controls the
initial delay speed of the start of the cursor's
duto-repeat.

Now that you have located thesz two words change the
first "000A" tp a "000F" fgor the faster motion of t{he
curser. Then change the second “000A" to a lower
value such as "0005", this shortens the time delay of
the auto-repeat, Try it out! Remeaber the first
“000A" controls the cursor repeating speed, the lower
the nuaber the slower the motion of the curser. The
tecond "000A" controls the time delayed start of the
auto-repeat, This “000A* equals approx. | second,
chanding to "0005" aakes it about 3 1/2 second delay,
the lower the number the less delay before autg-repeat
starts.

One draw-back to thiz change:

¥hen entering the ShowDirectory +function of Funnel
Writer, the +lagging of a file to load inte F'Writer
is changed. As you know, you have the ability to flag
from 10 #iles per page in the ShowDirectory routine.
This is alse the default {10} or "A* in HEY for the
tursar speed. [f you don’t mind typing in your file
nanes to load into Funnel-Writer, go for it.

Like Steve says in the GENIE f1lej "Maybe somecne can
coae up with a fix for the S0 flag feature fo have it
get it's value from else where in the file”.

Thanks for the idea Peter and Steve!

THE HORIZON RAMDISK PLUS
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a review fros ghe Beneve point of view...

I bought ay first Horizos Raadisk alaost 2 years ago.
I have always thought that it was one of the aost
useful devices in ey P-box. The original Horizon
Raadisk was well designed and had an adequate
operating systes.

Since that time, ] have aade many changes to bath ay
system and sy rasdisk. The rasdisk changes range froa
doing FEd Hallet’s 234K hardware aodification to
running John Johnson’s MENU progras. [ later added
Peter Hoddie's RON chip to it so that the operating
system wouldn’t get polluted by ay bumbling around
with fAsseably language. All of these changes proved
to be quite rewarding in teras of increased capacity,



speed, ease of use, and overall utility, I had just
about the best 99/48 opperating syztes that I could
isagine. I have been accused of haviag such a witches
brew of hardware apd software ([ also rai the Gram
Kracker with nmodified Extended Basic and Editor
Assembler in it) that it was a wonder anything ran,
But run it did! Alwost everything 1 tried worked very
well and it was all available to me in a flash, 1
couldn’t have been much happier with sy systea.

Then came the Gemeve. [ went from the sost efficient
"4 system available to a systes that barely worked,
{ wag one of the first people to buy a Geneve and the
operating systew was not omly "not finished yet', it
was barely begun. In those early days, the sanual was
good for a dearstop and not auch aore. About the only
thing that pased the pein was sy r2adisk. | could
still load ay ¢avorite programs fros it in a flash
{although some of thes wouldnt run)., As time went on
and the MDOS improved, ay Geneve began to look a faot
like my ald T! operating systea. The only probles was
that with each ieprovement in DOBS, there was a
corresponding increase in the amount of ramdisk space
taken wup by the operating systes. It finally got to
the point that it took B45 sectors just to get se into
Extended Basic. I had 2 cheices. [ could either put
sose of the files on floppy disk {yuk) or get asare
rasdick.

By this time, Bud Mills had bought out Horizon
Computers and was offeriag & 1| NEG ramdisk!! Wow!
That’s just what I need' I saved up sy pennies and
bided my time waiting for the TIXPO, which [ knew Bud
Mills would attend. During the chow, [ was teapted by
several other entries into the battery-backed ramdisk
tield. All of thea offered some nice featurass, but I
finally decided to stick with the Horizon because I aa
tasiiliar with it, it is dependable, and I didn’t know
when § would 5e able o take delivery on ons- of the
cthers.

I purchased a 384K version of the HRD+ for sy systes.
I got it in kit fore just like | did the griginal HRD.
Rssesbling the kit was a bit more difficult than the
original randisk had been, but [ got lots of practice
by the time I finished helping with 3 cthers. 0f the
4 HRD+ kits I helped with, 7 weund wp in essantially
the siame system as I use, 9440 Geneve and existing
235K HRD. The ore that want into a Tl system as well
a5 a3 couple of others that I know of that were
agsesbled by Bud Mills Services are all functioning
perfectly with some great new software provided by
Jahn Johnsorn,

The other I ramdisks are only partially working.
Evidently, the Beneve doesn’t access any ramdisk
addresses that aust be expressed using over 8 bits.
That aakes the practical limit of memsry access 234K,

The HRD+ come: with lots of different software that is
supposed to o:ercome thic limitation, but in ay
opinion it fally disaally short of succeeding.

Evidently, thic software was written by soasone who
anly had a HRG+ in his P-box, What they expect you to
do is to partition off & saall portion of your ramdisk
for use ag an BK ramdisk for booting your systea
(which requires an 8 bit address to be able to boot
fros ramdisk} and then use the rest as a sisulated 18
bit raadisk. This scheme probably works great for
those few who don't already have an 8 bit ramdisk in
their P-box, but for the majerity of us it is totally
unacceptable. I'm not tryisg to say that the software
isn’t sophisticated or that it doesa’t do what it s
supposed to do. As a matter of fact, I am quite
ispressed.by the way it allows suitinle ramdisks (even
tha on the same card) to use anly 1 CRU addreas.

The problem is that you cannot have access to both 8
bit and 14 bit ramdisks at the same time. You amust
run a4 progras that toggles between thea first before
they are accessible. This presents 2  probless.
First, the progras that toggles between ramdisks is
only accessible fros DOS. Most of the application
grograss so far are written in Tl mode, You aust
choose B or 14 bit before going to T mode and once
there, vyou can't change back, Second, and probably
worse, selecting the 14 bit sode not only causes the 8
bit gportion of the HRD+ to becose inaccessible, it
alsp causes the original B8 bit ramdisk to becoae
inaccessible.  What this does is aake 128K of ay HRD+
useless to ae because even if 1 forsatted ALL of ny
388K ramdisk in 14 bit mode, I would stil) oniy have
384K acceesable to me at best. By using amy original
298K randisk and 256K of the HRD+ in 8 bit aode, |
have a total of 300K of raadisk available. This is
adequate for most purposes, but [ still thiak there
sheuld be some way to usa the othar 128 of the HRD+

without sacrificing the 256K HRD that ['ve been using

for the last 2 years.

This past week, after reading a short note in
MicroPendiun, *ve thought that we hed found a solution
to the problen. By editing secter zero on the
rardisk, one could amake it look as if there were as
aany as 1600 cectors available. 384K would amcunt to
1536 secters, so we made changes to sector zerc so
that it looked like 1334 sectors. WNe were able to
access thea and thought everything was fixed, but that
didn't last long. It seess that when you try to qo
beyond sectar 1024 (258K}, the addressing ‘rolls over’
to zero just like an odometer does in your car after
you pass 99999.99 ailes. This had the edfsct of
writing new files over old files and marking the disk
so it looked like they were out beyond all the old
tiles. 1t took & while to fiqure that one out, but at
least it gave me a bit of insight to the probless Bud



#ills aust have faced when he first tried to get a !
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I am confident that either a new vercion of 00§ will
allow access to 16 bit addressing or thet Bud Mills
will finally ses what our problem is and get some
software out to correct it. Even a:way to toggle
between B bit and 16 bit modes from TI sode would qo a
long way toward making that raadisk space available.
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tzkeovers) many dead ogroups, Some of us are  not
technically oriented, nor will we ever be, There are a
lot of 9%rs out there with tape recorders; a lot of

?%ers whao have never used FOSMAT on their I WRITERs; a

lot of 9%ers who wouldn’t even rare to own a GRAM KRACKER
(which is great for thea as GK isn’t made anyaorel.
Howover, we non-techies can be assets to our groups.
We can contribute and have lots to contribute. '

What did we do in the old days of hefare and after
the orphaning that was so different?

We weat to our user groups as a social occasion, a
aonthly night out. I think _that case first for sost
people. The 4/A was our commonality. It was social. We
talked and shared and learned, We were all, sore or
- less, in the same boat. Those who knew & bit wmore tham
we did helped us. Ne did not feel exciuvded.

I went to a large 7! group last year with the intent
of joiming. #hen 1 got there [ fei’ very uncoaforiabie.
The amesbers. did not introduce themselves, nor did they
ask se tp "come on over® and chat. Nothing. The meeting
was disorqanized, but when it settled down, nothing
happonad. There were no workshops, no plans, no
anything, Except for five or siy men (a couple rather
fasous in the T1 coamunity} who kind of held sway, loudly
cracking inside jokes as ane or the other of thea talked
a little bit about what’s on their BBS, about Eproms
(Damn Eproms, 1 say!), about how to wire in an XB chip to
your console fusing all the terms but without a chart or
graph). Everyone {except these five ar six) was btored to
tears. I rcouldn’t understand why anyone even case to the

seetings. 1 didn’t join, though [ beleng to quite a few
groups.
When I went back to M.U.N.C.H. 1 noticed our

» aeetings were getting like that {though not yet as bad).

When aeetings started to get dewn to three and four
seabers present, I knew drastic changes had to take
place. ]

So what did we do to renew sesbership and keep it
active? _

First, ue started having user workstops. Things we
norsal types wanted the computer for. Most peaple want
to do something with wordprocessing ar graphics.  (PRINT
SHOP s, after all, the wmost popular home cosputer
progras on the market - for other coaputers.) Desktop
publtshing it’s being called, and it is just that. We
started giving workshops on FUNNELWER and PLUS! and CFS
and TI-ARTIST and FONTWRITER, primarily, becayse people
awned these prograss or were seriously considering
getting thes, and they wanted to know how to use thes,
They wanted te go slowly and in small groups and ask lots
of questians and have things shown 2 faw times. People
have a sistrust of sanuals, no satter how simple. (The
anes that are very simple sees too wordy; the ones that
are thin sees tp assuse tpo auch knowledge on the part of
the wuser.) People like to see things in operation. They

don’t care how the TV or the car or the microwave or the
uashing wachine work, They only want to be abie to use
the things, For wmost people, this is also true of
cosputers., And for the I in particular tecause most
purchasers bought it for home-and as their first computer
experience,

We tried to provide for these F7ers, but we first
had to get thea dack.

We improved the newsletter: increased the nuaber of
pages, eliminated the repitious or irrelevant saterials,
tried to jaspack it with goodies from all the exchange
newsletters and add graphics and PROGRANS TO TYPE IN
phenever and wherever possible.

Next we mailed thes to ALL former eesbers inviting
thes hack tu the fold.

We had coffee and goodies availahle.

We ogreeted each new or returning visitor at every
seeting and pulled thes right into the pre-meeting oroup
discussions.

And had signs wmade up. A batch was given to each
sesber present to put anyshere and everywhere,

We increased our raffles; brought back our text
library, our long-forgotten tape library and dubber, our
disk library.

At each aeeting we begin with a social tise (to
talk, eat, look at the stuff for sale, for loan, for
raffle), gull everycne together for a gemeral filling-in

_of what the workshops that night will be and 2 filling-in

of what’s happening in our cosmputer’s world, Llots of
jokes and fellowship, Then we have a short, semi-formal
seeting (president, treasurer, secretary) and conduct the
warkshops. Meetings begin officially at 7, Most aesbers
arrive by 6:30. ¥e end abruptly at 9.

We gave a list of all sembers names and addresses
and phones to all aesbers.

There is wmuch outside-the-club contact. Many
aepbers belong to other clubs, too, so there is a greater
sharing, [f aesbers show an interest in Eproas, for
exasple, thay can bring it up at a seeting and request a
workshop for those interested.

The heari and the arain of the aser group lfor AL
user groups) is the newsletter. MWithout it, there is no
real user group. It is the connector of seabers. It is
the comsuntcator. It is the touchstome and signature of
each club around the world. The newsletters are as
individual and quirky %s the editors whose remarkable
dedication continues to turn thes out. You can tell froa
the newsletter if the club is friendly and worth joining,

The maip ingredients in successful user groups are
the four §’s: FUN, FELLOWSWIP, FOOD, AND FRIENDLIMESS,
When groups qet amay fros these qualities, they’re fading
into the shadows. However, as W.U.N.C.H. is proof, with
3 little effort a group can leap back into the light.

(This is the last of a J-part article aon personal
experiences in the T world.]



