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I'm happy to report tlnt there has been a positive o

responge ta.the pleading I've been doing concerning
fattening:the club treasury. Although there wasn’t

Hikahmforﬂwi]lbeleavingfotatmmofdutyin
-England very soormnow, and is in the process of selling

his 11 components. Sorry-to see you go, Mike...

anything particularly interesting donated to the raffle ':'_' Since PRESS is still in debugging, and EASY-KEYS is

pot last monih, the members bought more. tickets than
wsual, and svery little bit helps. I'm unhappy to

veport that we se=m to have a fairly stable attendance -

of about 13 or 14 merbers at each monthly meeting even
theogh the membership list shows about twice that
mmhar belong to S.NLILG. There is a hard—core of
about '10 people who attend each month, and the rest of

the group attends when there is nothing better to do...
If ALL of the members attended the meetings each month -

the "core-group” wouldn't have to carry the fimancial
burden for the rest of you! How many times can you
vatch reruns of ALF anyway? Come to the meeting
February 13rth!

One of our members actually offered to donate
$50.00 to the club treasury if it would help out the

group. This person has alweys attended. the:meetings on™
a regular basis and volunteered for jobs-which no one .

else would take and helped out whenever he could. .Hé

has been doing his share all along just hy showing an -
I wish the satellite::

interest and attending meetings.
members would follow his example
offer, Sir!

Thank you for the

.. Georga Campbell is now, the official S.MN.ULG.

George -during: the.officers meeting on Monday. the 23rd,

so if you need'a program or information contact George.

Thanks again to Bob Bieber who carried the load for so
long.

At the last monthly meeting Don Mitchell made the -y -

suggestion that the member phone list be'modified-to:.
include the uger mumbers of members wha‘contact the
club BBS. Amyone who has been looking for a user
mmber on the BBS and waited through a seemingly
endless mmber of "."’s will find this a good idea...
Any volunteers? Don?

“ back—ordered {cough..
- March or later for. the demo and raffle of these

The library diskettes were turmed over to .

.), we will have to wait until

programs. I degcided to order PICTURE TRANSFER, written
by Paul Charlton and distributed by Genial
Computerware, just in case there was nothing of
interest to demo in March. (There is! See Cindy’s
colum.} Thirty-two days from the.time [ sent the -
check the package arrived, {So.I thought.) What I
received was two SS/8D disks containing seven pictures,
four of which I-already have; a: sample "script" file
which allows the user to put on-a “seamless" slide-
show, and the PICTURE:TRANSFFR program itself.
(Almost...} I also-received a-small booldet of
documentation and-a surprise! - The "surprise® vas a -

- postcard self-addressed to Genial Computervare wh1ch

had to.bé filled out-with my nome and-address (and I
thought I‘d already sent that to them...) and sent back
before they will send a copy of the program.which will
let me manipulate and save the artwork! In my opinion
this so called "registration" iz idiotic, time-
consuming -nonsense! What ig the point in sending a

DRMY version of software to someone who has .ALREADY

paid? It costs twice assmuch for postage since the
diskettes.mist be sent twice, plus the customer must .
pay for the price of the postcard and extra diskettes
and put up with another aggravating delay before he or
she actually gets the progeam. If there is some sort
of copy.protection scheme invelved in this rigmarole. .
then I suppose they may be partially justified since

.Charlton has not received the money he deserves for all

of the fine programs which he has created for the TI
commmity. On the other hand, if this is someone’s
idea of a bad joke then all I can say is that it'sa.
pity that conmon sense cannot be taught in college...

*POB*
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ARCHIVER With a RAMdisk
More than squeeze and extract
by George Tilley .
Southern Nevada Users’ Group

I got a surprise vhen I tried to load my RAMdisk
vith an archived file. It just happened to he handy,
50 T decided to extract the files from the archived-
file instead of digging out my regular work copy. The
surprise was-that it took mich less time to extract the
files to the ramdisk than to copy them as I usually
did.

This awakening happened vhile using a Geneve and a
ramdisk. PRAMdisks never hold everything you need for
all the programs you want to run, so we are constantly
involved with reconfipmation. T don’t recall ever
twmning on a computer for the joy of reloading a
ramiisk or reorganizing a bunch of floppies. Anything

that helps with-the housekeeping. lets vou. get an with .

vhatever yau had in mind before yon forget wy yot
tumed the computer on. Incidentally, if youdon't
have a ramlisk, check them out. A ramdisk is one of
the best upgrades anyone can buy. Ve all have our
preferences but any meke, static or dynamic ram, is
worth considering. A ramdisk makes nmnning disk-based
programs. a nev experience. It is sure to renew your
interest in those functions you won’t fool with because
yout have better things to do than sit around waiting to
get the cursor back vhile the disk drives blink and
vhine (mine sowds like I'm grinding coffee). :
The ARCHIVER is well known for compressing and packmg
many files into 2 swaller, single file with all the

~abvious advantapes for storing er dmm—lnadmg files,

but I didn‘t know it could be used in every-day routine
operations to simplify and speedup some of the reguired
procedures.  You don't jump to a conclusion based on

" one experience, but the first "a-aha" creates an itch

you have to scratch.  The following chart. gives a hint
of what you mlght expect from a little scratching. of
YOUr. oun.” —

. —— Sectors — — Load time — -
Program.=:. File: Arch- % File deArch ¥
‘ _ minisec sec:
TI-BASE v2.0.. 280..1827765% - .1:45 38 36%-
TURNR'IY 7 82 CBO TO8Y Y 745 32 7Y T
TI-ARITST 354 1867953 1:38 - -43 44%
. 2667 145 55% . 1:15. 26 35% .

. ARCHIVER. 33 .26 79 05 L 4 BOY
XBasicFA = 340282 'B3Y . 1:13. 51 0%
Mutiplan: 317 2997947 . 1:00- 58 '95% .

MPHLP: D . 158 95 C60% - :28. 18 e4%
RELGADG * . 552 “425: 6% 07T 1:30-1:29. 997
Averages 664 . ' 2 S

* ARCHTVERv3. 02 plm‘Gchcve .
programs: System/Sys, GPL, Autoexec - .

Comment: I-used a telephone timer to check the loading

_fastest and in about the same ratio.

‘\Jv
4

times. Sitting here watching the seconds tick ot is
about as motivating as watching grass grow, so~I didn’t
repeat each one 3-5 times and take an average or
‘attempt to satisfy any of the criteria set up for
"studies" of this kind. T did, however, do TUIOR II
4-5 times. I couldn’t believe the time difference of
7-min 45-gec ve 32-sec. The repeats vere all within 2-
seconds of each other. '

In all cases extracting archived files is at least
as fast, and in most cases much faster than copying the
individual files. On a go/no-go basis using ARCHIVER
all the time would be worttwhile; however, if you want
to be selective, som generalizations might help.

Small individual tiles are not good prospects. A
75-80% rate that offers a one second (maybe) advantage
would have to be repeated 433 times to equal the time
saved by extracting TUIOR II once. Once again, it
won't take longer, but you'll probably need a split-
second stopwatch to measure the savings. I expected the
programs that could be squeezed the most to load the
That seems tébe
only partially true. TI-BASE and TUTCR II led the Pack
as could have been predicted. Archiver really dne§
job on fixed length (lots of padding) files, but tf%e

- won't be many other ratios of 4:1(size} and

14.5:1(time).
The Geneve programs archive to about 75% but
extraction and normal copy are a standoff.
Multiplan is also different, but then isn’t
Multiplan always different? Here there appears to be mo
significant difference in either size or time. It is
not. directly related, but in the process T fourd tl
conld save Multiplan to Ram and copy to floppy in
a third the time it tock to save directly to ﬂopp_sf"
The savings probably wouldn’t be worth' the extra effort
for a smll file, but for the 85-110 sector files, it
saved mimutes (for those of you who-think that is t
mch file for Multiplan, data memory for the has
been increased to 4I1K). .
—  The worksheet for my incane tax ig a good example.
Tt is an 85-Sector file that Multiplan saves to disk in
2 min'1 sec; saves to ramdisk in 7 sec; and can be
copied ‘from ramdisk to disk in 25 séc. I can’t even .
guess how many “times I've taken the 7 sec instead of -
the 2 min route. :Every time I-rin across one of those .
How-to-save on-your-income-tax shows or articles I
invest 7 sec- to reload my worksheet and:find out why it

L.ml.

~won't work for me. The advice is accurate and great

for the circumstances described but never seems to fit
me; ‘nevertheless, 1’11 ¢all up Hultiplan, reload my -
TR0 file and what-if the proposition. - ¥ho knows? One -
day I might get money:back. At least, I won’t loose

any sleep the next time IKS invites me {0 an audit.

I've prepared some worksheets (templates) for the
IRS Tax Table/Schedules, Form 1040, Schedules A,B,C,E
plus worksheets for ‘Standard Deductions and. Social
Security Benefits. These vere designed to let those

. who seldom/never nss Miitiplan nn the programs. Tf
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MNAME, command and _ £ind" the: recalCUIate lkey'(ECIl\(g;).'ym

- éan Emd the tax: ymi‘bwm 'I’AXTAB[E The uther

‘ c-'-'perlmcé with mltip]m E- hope to ccnvince you Lhat
you can- tun; the program without becoming a Multiplan

© freak and that it willbeabighelpmthyourincme
tax whether you do your own or get assistance.

This is a newonelﬁler proggam I wmte:tl-at cnm_‘
them.uberofwor&s iha Vv 80. file. lher&were

- several .reasons: for. writing this progrem, none of: wh:l.ch

v has anytlungtado with needing to find outhowmny
- wourds there are ina text file.”

When you run tiis program, you will bepronptad
©with  “"FILET".. Slmply type in the drive and filenare -
asin"Dﬂ(lm.EIWdE* 'Ihep:q;:auwillgmeymu
nmning count. of the mumber of words in the file as ,

vell as dlSplaymg the cun:ent 11ne that it is
couutmg

Here is me ptogram Ilstmg It is 1r1 28 column

founmt to match your screen display and make lt easler
' . ‘ having trouble with the bbs again: This time the P
v . problem is in.the CorComp Micro, Expansiom Box. Not o gy,
o only will i€ not allow dccess torthe disk drives, bt .

to check yvur wmk as you go.

L -r XIGA 12 IF A THEN N_PDS(X

ST AT TF NeX THEN 1 ELS :
B Z-Z-(XKLEN(XS)):: DISPLAY. ... 03
AT(9 A):Zs™WORDS": ¢ X$Y$ CI
Y3 IFNTHEN 1 ESETF BO
F(A)'I‘HENEM)E[SEU_NPUI'#A S
:%$.:: GOTO 1 FISE A=t :% DI
SPIAYmASEAJ.L INPUI‘"FI
CLER YIRS s om#%mwf :
:: GOTO 1 1BY JOHN MARTIN S

As is the case with all oneliners that T have seen, . G
":‘theclub’sspareP—box,and3dssddnm Ihadto,» :
gt back on a number* of thmgs to-get -the systesi to rnn

you must learn a couple of tricks in order to-type' this
progeam in. Start"kyping the program just as you.i-. -
‘normally would,
will find that the computer stops accepting input and
becps: at you. - Pressidghter>. Now, press. FCIN-§
(REDD).” Press andhold FCIN D (right arrow). to move
“'the cursor to the.ed of the line. Te cursor will how
go past. the point'vhere the computer had’ stopped
accepting ihput: “Continue typingiin the program-
normally. At the-énd of the 9th screen line, .the.
conpiter will once agaif stop-accepting input. This.
time, press <enter>; the pumber.1, and FCIN X. (dmn
artow). This will once- again brmg the line. mfor
editing. By pressing FCIN D once again, youcwill:pow
be able to move.the cursor past the point where the
conputer had stopped accepting input and. type in the -.
last line of code.

e I.have bee:tasked to. denmstmte,;his_ pmgram
,.,anacmratewmt monlylline.-lwil];be
tokeep thebytEcqyitdcminm’pmgmn. “this s

is 172;-and toget ﬂntmxy into'l line;imolm

__‘P.s,_

-~ done as much as 1 knov how to do with:the: tools. and

" work. Steve Buchanan wants to try fixing:it before ve

*i 57 the trouble.:

S

At ‘the end of the 5th screen line, you -

T know, thatsowdshkeqmtea

oy

10t YME !Y:""'“”"féail Téa ,

de;cnbehwumﬂcsat the niext:nest ingi' T bad'd &
- great-deal, of“@ifEiculty getting: the’progran: 1o g:{vé

“VERY important .in’a’}: line program-hecause -the MAXIMM
< “number "of - Wtes*that theomp.!terwﬂl accdpt Anil: line

Thwhlems&iwrds i

SRR R

I’m Qure that it is no seéret that we have bcen

npsts At mn'tfevenlet thecomputerpmerupiImve
parts that I have,’ but have been unable torget it to-:

send it off for repairs., Steve has a complete Miero .
Expansion Box at home to use for substitution, so he -
should be able to-figure out which- “component ig caunsing
With a little luck, we may he able to. pat
the parts locally and save the cost of labor and .
shipping. For the last month; 'the SNUG bbs has been -

risming ‘on a-borrowed disk controller; borrowed 3%, .

‘on this configuration, but th systenhasbeennming
with all the more:pdpular sections intacgs 1f you-:

should select agr 1tem from the metiy-and .énly have the
- menu reprint. itself, you will lmow-that+is-oné of the
".tluugstlntihadtogetndof. T.plan to bring- the .
. board back upto-full speed as soon as weget theeld ERTIRER
.expansion box repaired. - ... : _ e

1 have been downloading’ thingsfranmesewe
+.again. " This month : Igotanéwprogramfmnkay

Kazmer It's called "VAUENIINE", and is a sequel (sort
" of). to the Cizistmas card program that he wrote” last
_ year In addition. to our little friend, Woodstock,

" this program also features his girlfriend,. Penelope.
Thereisanevil troll named-GRUG who has captured

. 4
art ;

[ORPES




v (eonputerior staudard} .and. ary. type of Certron tape.i,. : .

-computers the hard way..
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Fenelope and taken her into his maze. Woodstock must
rescue her before Grog can have her for lunchl As you
may have guessed by tow, this one is not just a demo,
but an adventure type game program.

Another program I Just got is a Genealogy program.

. Tt was written in Assembly language for speed and comes

to us from Australia. T haven’'t had much time to work

with it yet, but it looks like a very conpréﬁxswe

program. I also got a nev ROS fix for HRD writtén by ©
Tony McGovern (Funnelweb), and an interesting
experiment by Barry Boone that uses the intemal sound
chip to produce speech without the synthesizer. The
sprech produced 1s almost wmintelligible, but 1t does
sound like someone talking. Barry says that with some
improvements in his algorithm and speech tesplates, the
quality could be improved. I wouldn’t sell the ol’
speech synthesizer- just yet though. I will have these
programs with me at the meeting, and will demo some of
them if there is time.

R A

GEITING THE MOST FROM YOUR CASSETTE SYSTEM
by MICKEY SCEAEIT
NMBER 5
CASSETTE — TIPS — TRICKS — AND TIIEITS
PART I

This menth’s topic may sound a little strange to
yerl.., bt 1 ohope that it proves to be well worth
reading. .. as I pass along vhat 1've learned about _
. and what I've learned from my
feller T.I. friends. _

Looking back on my very "first computer days"... .
it's hard to believe-that I was once such a "Rookie"..

I knev absolutely nothing about computers.back then (as -

you will soan find. outl) .
I will always remember the very.first thing that I

‘ever-learned about’ the computer.,; and 10 this day 1. ani“
ot still-impressed-wdith.the fact! -
" same.type of cassette recorder and cassette tape to -
store a:"program’’-on. - as you would -use o record your. .

favorite mwic on.". With this thought in mind... I
soon-learned that it 'wasn’t necessary to purchase -
"special’dataicassette-tapes™ for the computer.. the ..

. "standard® “C-60.cassettes will work just fine with your
* compiter.and -they -are -so. much more "ecmumcal"
e those Mspedial compater. cassettes!.

0V€’.1.'_'~U.E-{Y‘EB-L"S ¥ have decided on using Maxell C-60- --

¢ cassette tapes for my.own personal computer use..: but

I will be the .ﬁarst +0’ edmit: that. there are a lot of

. other brands of cacsette tapes that would work with .

YOur: cm;;mer Just aswell. "1 would however, caution .
you against. using: any: type of Radio Shack casselte. tape

“"in the program whatsoever..

"The camputer ‘uses ‘the
- pass ‘along'more of vhat I've leamed the hard way. s

as theve particolar bramds ol cassetie tapes have been
known to give people trouble in the past. Believe me,
there is nothing more frustrating than finding out that
a "program” vhich you just "saved" onto one of these
types of cassettes... will not "LDAD" back properly
from the same cassette at a later time! The reason for
this particular problem occurring is that the program
is being played back at a slightly different tape speed
than which it was recorded at... thus creating a slight

~ distortion in the sownd of the tape. As a word of

varmning: using either of these two brands of cassettes
may be hazardous to your present STATE OF MIND!-

In keeping with my promise that I made last nunth

‘that you would enjoy a good laugh at my owm expense...

just wait till you hear vhat T used to do! would you
believe that ¥ used to "lead" programs into my
computer,.. "run them"..., and then "SAVE" them back
onto their "original" cassettes... in the very same -
"location" as they were recorded on the tape in the
first place. (Without ever even "editing" any of the
praograms!) Don’t ask me vhere I ever got the idea™™®
that once you "LOADED" a program off of a cassette -
tape... that it was "physically" removed from the
cassette tape... but that is the impression that I whs
under at the time back then. 'Of course, T plead thﬁt
at that time in my "computer leaming" I was not a ®
member of any computer club... nor did I know anyone
who even owned a computer... so I wvas left to struggle .
on my own and make a lot of mistakes along the way in
the process. I did learn this the hard wvay... but I
bet that 1711 never forget it either: "If you are only
"running" a program and you are not making any chanfiés
. it is not necessary to*
"save" the program back onto.its original cassette.i.:
in its original tape location... because it never

. really left:the tape in the first placel" - It i% always

there ( unless.you record over. it!). you may laugh i
you vish...-but it's all a part of "1mmmg' . and we
all had o start.somewhere! .

i Next month I will continue with the topic of

+ CASSETTE "~ TIPS "5 TRICKS ~ - AND TIDBITS.: Zas.1. try to
~and vhat I've learned :from py. fellow T.I." friends.

In the mean time... if you need any help or.have any

questions .concerning your castette system... just give -
me a call (412-335-0163) ard I'11 try to HELP. .~

-~ FROH THE BDITOR '~ T ‘would " 11keuleof‘ywﬂll3nmbers -

- vho is not othennse active in the operations of: E-MI?.

1o offex”to take-the ‘¢opies” from® the printing end
agsamble the neweletter: (fol& -dabel and stamp.)- I

--will contimueto produce” the Jabels and have. themsteady.-. . _

- for the mailing. " This™ “yould [ree several hours-of my .-

time to devote to thenewslettet s eontent -{read move.)- L
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SNX; TREASURFR'S REPORT — 31 JANUARY 1989
7 {in lieuw of 31 Jamary 1989 bank statement)
- Karen Rodgers - Treasurer -

L jI[ IDT:_... :
: Tnnuar, "-" 5989

* ) . ]
* The January meeting was called to order at 7:00P.M.

* by Bob Sherburme, President. Fifteen - (15) i

FIXEBAN\MALEXPH\}DITERES

S\IlmTter (e*stimated cost per 100)

publication coSts ($10/mo x 12) . . . . . . S 120.00

Lpostage (S25/mo ¥ 12) . . . o L oL o 30.00
p.-‘.o box rental($22 anmally) . .. . . . 2.0
bank atcount service charge (S8/mo x 12) 96.00
SUIG b/board phone line($11/mo x 12) . _' 132.00
g distunce phonz Calls (estlmated) -\-'- &40
mlscellanemxs*fagpendltures (estimated) - 80.00

total anmal qperatmg rostg (e';timated).
armual dues collection (avg 30 mbrs x 518)

ANNUAL-DEFICIT (ESTIMATED)

* msmbers vere present..

*

* John Martin did another demo of BATCH ITJ hoping scme
* of the bugs were worked out.. He was able to showa ..., |
* couple ‘of things the program is suppase to do, but. " "' |
* all-in all BATCH IT! was again a disappointment.. % | .. |
* John is going to list his grievances to send to & i
* Asgard when the disk is returmned. . _ =5

*(hrdml.eomrdbm)ght in his C&S Msker co! Sy
* (charksprite). Gordon showed a very mterestmg and -

* complete tutorial using chars and sprites;. .

# utilizing: Yinked programs to show vhat can be done o

% Very interesting for those into programing and to:.

* those who vant to go into programing.
*

FUNDS PALANCE (as of 31 december 1983) -
(in‘::ludes $7.92_}Decenbe1: service charge)

-8 467.29

OOLLECTIONS “(during Jamary 1989)
hilk diskette/disce box sales
disc of the month sales
misrellaneous TT. equipment raffle
miscellaneous TI equipment, sales .

(sub-total)-

ED{PmeRE‘S(durmg Jm:arleﬂ@-)’"“ Sl
o 27‘75

- postige=- Jamuary NUETter.

defenstration softvare - 15,700

deemﬂeeﬁmwmfreshmts 11.05°
el (SUb’-fOtﬂl) 5450 -

* JANUARY RAFFIE VINNERS: - <

% .Rudy :Johnson chose: the Gentepede Game .
* —John Martin chose one of our TI-EXPO 88 hats

*

* Georgg Campbell is now our active _.1brar1an Once !
* again \George, Good Luck!: Bob Beiber is st111 dmng

* some work on the library catolog. . L
* o R
* At the February meeting George Tilly is doing a Tax .
* Program he wrote tousemﬂ:MLTIPmN Brmgan

'*extradisklfymwmld hksacow
*

w4 % John Martin-1s going to shov' us- ane of. hlS 1 ll!’l@ISi S

% Be will bresit.the: program down so' each_part can be .

* analyzéd:./This shouldsseke snother:good tutorialis. _3
* :
*BahBeibanwilldoPreScanItamx—Baslnr .
* :

IU\IT AVATLABIE: (AS OF 31 JAM.IARI 1989)::C
checking ‘account: (general operating fmds)

-l

: $ 461.79..

* Sonds aif it will be & px:etty interest.’mg £
*mctmg BOPetoseeywthere _
& |
* m-m{s PLUS' and PRESS still have not arrived: . ’
'vaeﬁlllYWEWHlnvemofﬁmprogrmforthe o

March “EEtmgandRafﬂs Pot. - N A !
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