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1. Vice Presidant Tom ¥Wills conducted the meoating
aincea Presidant BJ Mathis is on vacation.

Thanka gn to Richard Baron., one of our very active

librarians, who furnished theae programs, many 2. In the newsletter last wmonth, it was reportasd

required such time typing in from MICROpendium and that Ed HeCullough would be 71 years old on

he furnished translations for the German gamea. August 2. Somecns causad him to 'kiF the big
70, =0 this is a correction that gives him one

APGHANIZT Zhoot down the ftght.t‘ ‘planll. DR-NFIN Tn acre shot at the gold.n seventies.

te make your cpponent take the laat stick{I think

this one is rigged——TI wins every time!). E-T2 Aelp 3, The August S issue of NEWSVEEY, page 33 showed a

ET cross the strset to the phone booth so he can nice picturea of the TI-%3/4A consnle,

call home, I found this one fairly easy, if you e s r f e i E BT ol e hf mes B .

don't have to go back. POMGO2 This one can be 4. what & your fesdbachk regarding the laat IR

addictive. issus of our newsletter?

Hicropendium INDEX - PElton Schooling's index for a. The font used for the Hulpks article

1990. W¥e have the 1988 index in the library. Does was very difficult to read. (Thia

anyone have the 1989 index? If wo, 5'd like a copy. was an experiment on the part of the

aasistant editors.)
KUWAIT A Basic program by Regena, a map of Arabian

Peninsula with background ausic. I serged BXB into b. Thare should be more variety in articles, (One
this program #o0 I could run it in ¥B. To ramove it, way to get sore variety is by getting mors input
Delete lines 21931 to 21937 and ]1". 0. from the sembars, and, we did have room for wmore
articlea. We axperimentsd with using the back
Miscellansous Utilitiesa: Cursor prograss, Wumber vage as the outside for addressing and stamp.
Conversion program, 4 colusn catalog Envelope folding and stapling.)
printer by Jerry Stern, 40 column text screen for XB
by Dr. Tamashiro, MWultymodes (Basic only, I don‘t c¢c. Wo should provide input to ABQ for their
know what it does}, Screen Location, Screen Color. advertisement in the neusletter. It was decided
and Exit to Title screen. I don't know how they that the Executive Commitee should look into it.
would be used. Alsc Extract/X3, disable FCTH-QUIT, {We could suggest the ad umight highlight many
and XALATE, by Jobn Ford—-s text to progras types of hardware and othor items that are
convertar-—urites a merge format file from text. cospatible with the TI-99/4A & Geneve.)
CAD, Computer Aided Design, is a Basic program by 3. Pollowing a distussion regarding selection of a
8.L. Johnston and I don't know what to do with it. Fairware Author of the month. it was decided
Any  questions about these utilities should be that Mike Doane would be in chargs of the
diractad tn Richard Raron. sslection process and reporting to the

wembership the fairware author of the month.
DOMB are available FREE to B¥9%rs attending the

meaborship mesting each month, If you are unable to 6. This 1s the farewall meeting for Pat Craig, who
attend the meeting, membars say buy DOMs fer 31, i’ returning to his home in Ghio next week.
@ither at a later meeting or by mail (no aextra cost

by laillé Non-nesbers should send 82 for sach DOM Ed MeCullough, Secretary
requasted.

Cassettos are prepared each month for swmbera with
"casgette only™ aystems, The COMa are PREE to
"cassetta only" wmembers who attend the sembership
megting each month or for $1 as cutlined above for
DOMse .

e £34408 44 Bach....
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Tox"s (RSEAVATIONS

By Tom Wietta .

This eonth I am going to concentrats on )
one subject, dealing with what I call o YA
*troubled wvendors®. Several vendors W
have fallen into this category over recent years.
They included vendors such as Ryte bData, FEmerald
valley Publishers (Howe Computer MKagazine), and
mizcellaneous athers. We etill appear to have some
of thesa vendors arcund. At the present 1 am aware
of four "TI vandors whe are having problems. They
include Myarc Inc, Oasip Pensive Abacutors, Asgard,
and Electronic Systems Devalopment. Also, included
in my troubled vendors 1ist is one non-TI vendor,
Lyco Cosputer.

By troubled vwendors, 1 am referring to several
symptoms. Thay include one or more of the following:

1) Failure to deliver an advortised product

2} Failure to make good on an advartised claim

3} Failure 1o communicate with consumers

4} Failure to reply to conaumar inquiriss

5) Failure to repair/replace defective item{s) in a
timely wmanner

&) Failure to refund money when requested

7) Taking consumer’'s money and disappearing

Some of tho above may appear to be paying the same
thing, but thers are subtle and important
differences. For instance, points 3 and 4. Point 3
is referring tov keeping a pre—paid consumer abreast
of any delays or problems during product
devslopment, while point 4 is not replying to a
consumers letters and/or telgphone calls.

Point & {8 when a consumer reguests, or demands {a
yery important word), full refund of any wmoney
pre-paid on an ordered ites. Item 7 is generally a
Froblem when a vendor claiaing to have a new product
suddenly disappeara from the face of tha Farth, or
80 it seems.

The following will dimcusa the probless with each of
the above mentioned vendors and will refer to one or
wore of the saven points listed.

The wmost prominent of the above vendors i
WYARC, INC. There should be no reason to go into
great detall over Myarc‘'s problems as they have bean
repeatedly discussed in many newsletters over the
years, Therefore just a brief sumsary should
suffics. Firet of all, Myarc has not to this day
delivered on several of its advertised claims.

They include:

1} The Gensve »atill doem not have a fully
operational Hard Disk Operating System. Those who
also have the Hard and Floppy Disk Controller Card
{HFDCC) st1ll need to have a separate controller
card to operate their floppy disk drives.

2} HFDCC umers are still not able to uase 1.44
magabyte 3-1/2" diske as promised in Myarc ads.

3} The Ganave still does not have a Pascal ayatow,
#van though Myarc has  been stating it is
"...almost ready” for several years now. This was
supposed to be in the original Geneve package.

4) Myare no longer has an operating talephons. The
Alabama phone is now discormected.

3) Hyare still has not delivered all the Genave's
ordered and paid for by TI'srs.

6) Bome TI'ers and Genevo'ors have besn waiting a
nuaber of months for parts sent in to be repaired
and returned in working condition.

T} Hyarc has NEVER kept consumers abrsast of
productional delays and problems. Not even thru
BICROpendium unleas they were foroed into it,

B) Weow updates to any Genavae anftware {s never an
official release anymore. It ie always found on
BBS's and has basen snhanced by somsone else.

ASGARD is the next vendor on the 1list. Chris
Bobbitt must be given credit for trying to turn
things around. He is employing the eervicea of
Harry Brashear in an attempt to help rectify a bad
sivationi, I wish Chria and Harry lots of luck, but
only time will tell if they can accomplish this
feat. Most of Amgard's problems have to do with
non-shipmenta. One good eoxample is the now
apparently defunct Asgard News. The name has been
changad tn Reflactions. Thie was to be a guarterly
publication, but hasn't been seen in a couple of
years. A number of people have been "hung out to
dry® on this fiasco.

Another blowout for Asgard was the super word
procassor he wam going to warket. A lot of hype,
but no product. Just lots amnd lota of excuses.
There has alst been problems with Asgard's marketing
of a new Hidi device. Becauns of Asgard's poor
performance record, the developer has chosen to
become his own distributor.

OASTS PEMSIVE ABACUTORS is & murprise here. This
was an up and coming company. Lots of prowise here.
Many new products. Soms of which seemed too goed to
be truse and many really exciting innovations. One
area of concarn here ise the fact that OPA is a
Canadian company. That puts them outside of many
U.8. rules and regulations. In fact, there is
little you can do to get your monsy back or any kind
of judgement againet them. The fact that they have
wailed out a catalog and are dealing with the
U.8. Postal Bervice makes little diffsrence.

Case in point: In early June I send OPA

a check for almost $55 for two Geneve

compatible wmice (mouses?). Wy check

cleared shortly thereafter. In mid-July

I wrote a nice letter asking what had

happened was the shipment lost or what?

Five waeks 1later, no roply. Also no

wice., I've tried a couple of “bhackdoor" approaches
to get some action hare. but nothing yet.

HOLD THE PRESSESt Just as I am putting together
this article, who should call but Gary Bowser
himeelf! Gary apologized for the delay in shipping
out the mice to me., He pleads lack of wmanpouer.
Hopefully this lack of manpower is hecause business
is much greater than he anticipated. Not because of
neglect. I amw willing to give Gary Bowser and OPA
the benefit of the doubt and another chance. Sae my
comments about how to order at the end of this
articla to prevant future problesms.

In any case, I would like to persomally thank Gary
Bowasr for taking out ths time to call me this
morning. 1 hope he gats the additional manpower he
needs and geta the shipments back onto a timely
basis.

ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS DEVELOPMENT iz the last of the TI
vendors to be covered in this article. when E3D
started, vhat they had was a good workable design.
It aleo meemed like they were set to go to it. But,
rlans kept changing. First one change, then
anothar. and another... ete. At firat thaey kept the
consusers informed. But that is no longer the case.
Consumers haven't heard a word since this paat
Pebruary. Even though they have promised to refund
the money of anyone wishing their money back, I have
not heard of anyone who has actually raceived their
money back.
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ESD is falling intc wome of the same areas
of problens as Myarc, Lots of promises,
but ne delivery, no answering of telaphone

calls, and no apparent concern about their
consumers. As E3D does not yet have any
kind of track record, it is difficult to
aay if, and when, they will aver come out
with a product. Tred with caution here.

Ard  last, but  not lgaat, a non-TI vendor,
LYCO COMPUTER. Lyco has in the past Dbeen & very
good company to do businsses with. Lately some of
their strategies have changed. They will not honor
advartiasd pricea. They are very non-responsive.

Cage in point: In June I ordersd a NX-1001 printer
from thom which was advertised at #$134.95. They
cashed my check immediately, and then sent me an
invpice wsaying [ stilled owed them §I14. Upon
calling Lyco, I was informed that the price had gone
up by 614, and no, they would not honor the
advertised price (despite the fact they had already
cashad my check). I then cancelled wy order and
asked for a full refund.

In late July I sent thes a letter agking whers my
refund was and again stating that I had cancelled
the order. 8till no refund, or reply, or anything.
I have now gent them a letter via Regiatered U.3.
Hail with a return recelipt reguested. I have also
given tham a deadline, reaaonable of course, to
refund =y $134.98. I will let everyone know the
results next month.

¥hat can be done to redreas our grievances against
companies such as those mentioned above? Several
thinga. Contact the coapany again. Maybe the order
or whatever got lost in the mai) or by UPS or by
whomever. Whatever 1is done, give the vendor a
chance to wmake good. After all, it may be
circumstances over which thay have no control.

If you fesl you have hean sora than patient with the
vendor and are tired of banding over backwards, or
if the vendor doesn't reply, then ssnd a registered
lotter with return receipt regquested. In each step
of the process, give the vendor a reasonable amcunt
of time to respond. [ parsonally feel two calendar
weeke are sufficient. Make certain that you specify
that you are expecting a reply by a certain date,
and make that very clear to the vendor. In the
lotters requesting a refund, do not be nice!

Demand, yes that's right, DEMAND your refurd in
full. Usa the word “"demand™. Do not hint it, but
state it forthrightly. During each step of this
ProcCess, be certain you save a copy of any
correspondence, or cancelled checka, dates of phone
calls (usually backed up by your long distance phone
bill). If you fesl you are now a victim of mail
fraud, contact your local U.3, Pastal Inspector.
also contace any other congumer orisnted
organizations you have access to. I wouldn't put
too much faith in the Federal Trade Commission.
Contact local and gatate agencies. You might even
wish to contact your local 3mall Claima Court. In
acme cases, Judgemsnts are good even acrosa state
lines, but rssearch this before starting any action.

One goad way ta avoid these probleas is

to deal, vhenever possible with vendors,

through the use of a credit card.

to never deal with cash. With a credit

card you can cancel the charges on your

card at no cost to you. With a check, it
it is a whole other ballgame.

It anyone has any additional inforwation on any of
the above companiea, or has other suggestions on how
to best get ones money back from any of them, please
send we a nots or letter to the User Group addrees
listed on the front of thie newsletter. I am
dealing with the facts ag I have thes and am
reporting them to the best of my knowledge. If
anyone tinds any false statements in the above
article, please let me know and I will retract that
which ia incorrect. If any of the vendors listed in
this article wiah to respond to my charges, I would
be happy to hear from them and will publiesh their
replies in this newletter without any edtorial
comment .

A1l the opinions stated in this coluan are eatrictly
my own and do not nacessarily reflect those of the
SouthWeat Ninety Niner User Group, its members, or
ita officars.

Uszn Denua: GLoaal SEaneH
by Laonaicd Toféds

For those of you that may have run into difficulty
trying to use S¥%9er's DISE OF THE HONTH
{DOM:06/71), here is wmomething that may get it to
run if you had the same probles I did.

To use this excellent program you first had to
Un-arc the file ‘'SPARCH/ARC'. Tha using the
Editor/Aseembly Opticn *LOAD AND RUN', enter the
Filename ‘'SEARCE® at thas prompt. That file will
load and than comes the problem I had with this
pivgiam jainl al leaal one other peracen whis triad to
run this had the same problem). The program now
does not do what the Pocs said it would. (The
program docs say you do not have to enter and
'Object File Kame® -- that the program would
automatically move on to the Initial Menu.} WNo
mattar what I did, thera was no way the program
would pazes up the Znd proapt (for Object File Name).
Ppy trial and error (or sheer luck} [ found that if
you would simply PRESS PUNCTION/3 (ERASE) THIS WILL
ERASE THE 3SECOND PROMPY. THEM PREZS ENTER.

Ida {(MeCargar) says in the "'READ-ME" notes
{DOM:06/91} that she had not tried this program or
figured out how to wake it work, so waybe thie
solution offered above will help others.
Incidently, the title screen of this SEARCH prooram
shows ¥W.WARREN as author (rathar than K. Gaskill a»
the *READ-ME notes indicate).

The files on this disk are from Jim Peterson's
EDUCATIONAL aoftware dishks. Aa you Know, Fin
Peterson's library/TigerCub is one of the richest
sources of useful informsation and utilities made
available to the TI Community. WARREN's SEARCH
program provided allwas you to search for any item
you may wish to find to ascertain what prograse may
be available to halp you.

T feel this disk ie yet ANOTHER (1) of tha
nost valuable/helpful DISIKS of the MONTH
that Ida has given us, THANK YOU, IDA{t!

v
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Ler's G=v AceuarmwtEni

by Mdihe Doocne

This wmonth*s LGA has a alightly different

format. The difference iz the featured perason

wrote up the Inforsation himgelf! Thanks, Nike, for
doing this. If anyone else ia interested in doing
the game, let me know you Wish to do it, and go to
it. Fou know what I aw looking for by now. If not,
ask me, and I*'ll fill vyou in. Now, let's all get
acguainted with Mike Doane. ....Toa

"y name ia John (Mike) Doane. T live with sy wifse
Joan and our two sons (Matthew 9 yvears and Sam 7
years) at 5607 E. Julius Stravenue. My telephona #
is (602) 298~383S5. It ism easier to reach me on tho
Cactus Patch {user $#29) as I have this nagty habit
of turning off the ringer on the telephons.”

“I moved to Tucson from Indianapolis, Indiana 12
years ago. I msoved here because Tucson is easier to
spell than that other place.”

"I have always besn interested in electronics ard
computers but I did not get ane of my own until i3
years ago. I bought wy first T.I. at a garage sale.
I later added a cassgette. I got bored rather
quickly with both the lack of available programs and
tha time needad te load them. I began looking for
other programe and I called T.I. The service
raepresentative gave me the number of 3.¥W.9%ers. I
called BRI Mathis and she invited ma to come to a
meeting. The first meeting T came to almost drove
R® AWAY. I was g0 lost in the talk about sectors,
crashes, densities and other foreign words. I
attended » general uasrs group meeting later and I
was immediately impresaed with all the help and
_ a@vice ¥ received.,” = R
"The system I now have consiats of: & congeols,
P.E. box with 32k, CorComp controller, R2232 card, a
1200 baud wmodom., color monitor, 2 DS/PD drives and
an Okidata printer with a spacial cable {Ask Jack
Mathis about that). 1 have a couple more aystems
also.”

"1 mainly use my system as a word processor but I
also use 1t for graphics. I am in the process of
trying to teach myself Multi~plan and if I ever find
the time I am going to be attending the TI-Bawe
workshop. "

"I don't know £if 1 would conaider fishing as a
hobby. I believe that I would term it as an
overwhelming passion. I hold twoc atate and one
national racords. The state records are for (drums
rell please): "

"1} The largest amount of effort and bait
sxpended for the wsmallest fish ever

caught .

“2) Most fishing line ever entangled in
tha prop of an under 14 faot hoat.*

“The naticnal record is for number of excuses why
every body but me caught a fish. These awarde are
not easy to come by, but I want you to know that I
don't consider myself as anything special because of
them (autographed pictures will be available at the
next mesting for a nomina) fee.)™

“Thank you folks for being a great audiencet™

Mike wmisged one little thing here that I fesl I
sust add., Mike is serving as a co~Librarian of the
3¥9UG's documentation library. He is doing thia in
cooparation with Dale Ussery armd Richard Baron.

FeEnFoaTH ¢ Fesnmaca

by Leonasca Taddos

On my return from a 2-Week driving trip
back East (Michigan), I was pleased to find a letter
in ny mall from a SW9%er., R._W.Zink, as a responess to
the article in ocur last newsletter ‘FEED FORTH'.
Without having had time to ask his permissicn [ am
taking the liberty of quoting from his letter in
part:

*I agrest 8W 99ers needs a Feed Forth, Back or
3idewaye column. There are conatantly small
problems that irritate me which others have long ago
dolved."

*“1 alao have {the GASKILL 5 Disk Index). 1f an
index could be easily created that eliminated about
a0y of the unnoeded rocords, I would include that
index on my Ramdisk for quick reference....3PELL-IT
{could also)} be cut in half..."

"The SEARCH programs on 6/91 DOM works only 1if you
know a keyword already. vee (ItY o4, would be
helpful if the Index were trimmed and sasorted’.
Color ....{and another item) ... (Where)} is the
sector area on Birdwell's Disk Utility to change the
(Color) default?...”

Bob Zink's fimal question in his letter is: "Does
anyone know what Alezander Mulpke smaid on pagea 2,
3, and 4? Thanks for the forum."

It is really great to have a member take the time to
respond to our MNewsletter. Bob made wme realize
something which was how rarely ! myself have ever
taken the tims to write paople whoss articles or
programa I have read to either thank them or cosment
on what I liked about thsir program or suggestionzs [
might have, etc. Tharnks, Bob! Elsewhere in thia
newslettur (or in the next ovne If Lime duess not
pernmit to get it in this onea) I will attempt to give
anawers to your questions.

This letter was the very kind of input I hoped the
Peedforth column might eancourage. It certainly
could be a useful column for exchange as the above
quoted letter indicatas.

Farawans Autuoas
by Mihke Doane

SouthWest 97%ers UG are going to a have a
Fairware Author of the month. We will
send letters to the fairware authors. The nams of
the author chosan for each month will be listed in
the newslotter. Those who use the program will hbe
asked to contribute to a callection for the author
taken at the monthly meeting, and a check will bea
sant from the group with an attached 1list of all
contributors.

In the neusletter we will list all the programs by
the Fairware Author of the Month, and (depending on
the responses to our letters) any new programs by
the author.

We hope, in thise way to show our support and
gratitude of the paople who have done 3o wmuch for
our comsunity.
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FEEDFORTH
by Leonoasid Tofgéa

FEEDFORTH wae introduced in the last newsletter as a
column opposite to & FEEDBACK column-~—a catalyst, if
you will, to atimulate reactjon from readers. Very
informal, it is writtem by a lay-person who
identifies himself loosely as an ‘early intermediats
level’ programmer--still in touch with baginning
level prograsming. My area of concentration will be
data manipulation. I am not that msuch into Graphica
or games (although I appreciate and can enjoy what
others have accomplighad {n this area). There may
be other readers out there who have worked with
gamgs and graphice, interssted enough to contribute
toe this column.

In this colusn 1 will elaborate on ‘Bamba’,
mentioned in the last lssus. My early programs wera
all TI Basic and used 'PRINT' etatements. This was
boefore I had learned how to enter information ae
DATA statements to be read by the computer and,
then, further manipulatad. Tha next atep wounld
include a wmesans of ‘sorting' {alphabetizing} the
data. In TI Basio, 1f using 'PRINT' statements, you
are limited to a screemn or printer display of the
data in the order you ontered them. That's it
unless yuu create a fancy series of GOTO vtatementis
or siwilar programming to accomplish jumping around
to different PRINT statements--a very lsngthy and
taedicus process. Entering your informa- tion as
DATA atatements is far more practical as you can
tell the computer to do scas pretty fancy thinga
with it including instructions to 9o to a part of
the program that will sort this data or any portion
of it) for you. A simple example of a DATA program
is illnatrated hy 1inas 20, 40, and 50 4n the
following:

10 RESTORE

15 INPUT “Enter Item Bought:
" ITRMS

20 RKEAD A8

25 IF A$="g" THEM 10

30 IF POS(DS,ITEMS,1)=0 TREN
20

40 PRINT AS

$0 GOTO 20

100 DATA 168,AT EVEN WHEN TH
E SUN,ANGELUS,112/3%45/5X%4/
SXX,L.M.

110 DATA 237,BEFWOLD A LITTLE
CHILD,ARTHUR'S BEAT,%/8.876
/3KX,b6.546.88

120 DATA 387,0 WHERE ARE KIN

G3 AND EMPIRES NOW,TALLIS' O
ADINAL,1/3455/665,C. K.

130 DATA @

Linea 15 and 30 change a simple data reading program
into a simple J3EARCH program. The Kkey to this
search program is line 30 ('IF POS8...'). Thia
single 1line can be entered into many sxisting file
reading programe to add a 3EARCH feature to them
{along with a line for your inputting item to
searchl——A& in line 30 will need to wmatch whatever
string variable your Filereading program uses.

BAMBA astarted out as a simple sort progras in which
you could enter up to 100 jfteme to be put inte
alphabetical order. It would omly accept
alphabetical characters {nusbers wuwers rsfussd}.
¥hen you typed ‘END' it would sort your items and
then print them out on the acreen for you. This
prograh was selected from a book of BASIC programs
(I would like to credit the author/publisher but
have nmislaid the Dbook—it was not in TI Basic
language). This program fascinated me but was very
frustrating as it had no progras linas to control
the scrolling up the screen, no means of saving the
sort, no printer option to print the liat out.
Imagine trying to copy the liat as it wscrclled up
the screen-—yet that was what I had to do. The
longsr the list the more times I had to enter the
items all over again to get a complete list.

Necesaity became the motivation to start wme out
learning how to program what [ wanted thie sort
program to do for me. Jack Wathis was to Dbe wmuch
thanked for gemerocusly providing we with a starting
program with SAVE and CHANGE/DELETE fecatures. The
sarly menu for this program looked something like
this:
SELPCT

1 NEW LISTING

2 OLD LIBTING (POR CABSETTE)
3 VIEW LIST

& CHANGE/DELETE ITEM

5 BAVE

& END

Hore was an exciting progras for me but the gsort was
terribly alow. When I learned how to increase the
items I could enter I trisd a list of some 300 or
more items. The sort was so slow that I continued
to think the computer had locked up because nothing
seenad to be happening! Not until the phone rang one
day and [ was away from tha casputer for a half hour
or more ({while it wam sorting) did I come back to
find the manu returned waiting for me to viaw the
list!t This ehowed ne the importance of having a
acreen indication that not only was the cosputer
sorting but soms kinmd of inmdication on the screen
that the computsr was active and not locked up.
With a atatic or atationary scresn display you have
no way of knowing whether old faithful has locked up
or not.

BAMBA today has two main menus:
{First Henu):
1 NEW LISTING
2 NILR TYETING (CARRETTR)
3 OLD LISTING (DISC)

4 GO TO SECOND MENU

5 CHANGE COLOR

& SET FLAGS (*BEARCH *PRINT ALL *PRINT
SELECTED ITEM3)

T AUTO LOAD
8 RUN AGAIN
9 HEADER OPTION
F - 10 S8EE FILES
D — DATE 3 ~ SPACE

{Sscond Menu): ’
1 DISPLAY ONLY ({SEARCH option if flag set)

Z ADD TO LIBY

% CHANGE/DELETE ITEM

4 PRINT (numbered)

S SAVE (CAZSETTE)

& BAVE (DIZK})

T SORT

8 PRINT {W/OUT NUMBERS)
9 END

H - HEWU 1

9 ~ SET FLAGS

R SoulhWesl Ninely—Ninerxs/Sep ’'9! TN Poge. 5



Meanwhile, from an old 9%er magazine I found a new
gsort called ‘'Quick 3ort' which was subatituted for
the original slow mort. {Quick Sort sorted about 3
times faster than the original, ao now I could gort
hundreds of items in minutes——-1 think it will smort
about 500 items in 10 to 15 minutes or less
{(depending upon how out of order the items are).
Which raises the quastion of capacity--how many
items you can enter before you get the dreadeq
'‘MEMORY FULL' moasage depends upon your system's
memory capability. Because the length of items in
your list decide how much memory i used {(as well as
nusher of itoms). Multiple filez are one way to get
around wewory problems using thim program.

MENU 1 oOption & is to set three flags: activate
printer, activate Search Option (to search any BAMEA
file for sapecific item), and a flag to scroll list
{with intarrupt} to give you option of printing only
selected items from list you want. ('3* option on
Henu ? 18 same optian). Opt 7 {AUTO LOAD) was a
bonanza find for me. I discovered that I could load
a second file on top of the first £ile and continue
to do so until memory was full, This meant that I
could merge separate files to be sorted as a larger
new file without having to use separate lists. AUTO
LOAD hae another provision which allows you to load
one file {up to maximum aemory)., then delete this
file before loading the next file. 30 you can load
an infinite npumber of filea to search for an item
that you cannot remember which file it iz in. In
thia way BAMPA became an early handy 'Scratch Pad’
program. Anothar sarly use I sade of this was to
index several years of American Organist magazine
articles. By including a liast of these files in the
AUTO LOAD part of the program it could search the
entire magazine files and print me a 1list of
whatever item I was searching.

Cpt € {RUN AGARTH sisply avolidad the problew of
FNCTR Clear and having to enter *OLD
DEKL...'-~{practical only whsn running AUTO LOAD).
Opt 8 (BEADER OPTION) was a convenience to enter any
title to indentify the liat to be printed in
advance. {Kept forgetting when 1 ran printer
optiong). 'P' coption was to see BAMBA files liat to
save having to look them up. Date option waa handy
to bhe included in any liat you might ba looking at
weeks or montha later. '8' option handy to get
printer to roll up wherevar you wanted to (separate
different groups of items being Bearched, ete.)

HENU 2 options are eelf-explanatory. Included in
every option of all menus is an ESCAPE if you make
wrong selection. If you pressed S0RT option you can
even escape that without having to wait for Sorting
Lo be completed. If you preosa BAVE to CASSETTE by
mistake, this encape means no anncying wait for the
computer to c¢ycle through that routine before you
can continuet

To conclude, BAWBA is a DATA input program. It
accepts one itine at a time—alpha or alphanumeric
characters. It cannot manipulate this data apart
from sorting it. It saveam in Intermal Pixed 192
format (to accomodate Cassetts files) but can be
saved in D/V B0 file format or whatever your
preference as long as you remesber the length of
your entries must keep the SAVE format in wmind (so
you don't inadvertently lose data). I have other
yrograms that are faster than BAMBA but BAMBA is
very useful and quick for liste that.don't have more
than 160 to 200 items. The nature of thia beast is
winsome . The capacity for Cassotte filee esoems to

be about 30 (+ 7} aectors. On Myarc ramdisk I get
about 94 sectors (52% items in one of my largest
files—items wp to at least averaga length of 100
characters {+/~). Later added features have béen a
LIMITER function which allows usar to SAVE parts of
1ista or SORT only parts of lists or S3EARCH parts of
lists (particularly useful when you know what you
are looking for is near the end of the list and you
don’t want to have 10 Wait for chs Ccomputesr to
seroll through early part of alphabet or low
numbers...}. While there are othar programs fand
some very good ones) that allow you to assemble data
in a gimilar way, I as robellious againat some of
theas prograss’ limitations such as having to enter
the data in a specifiod way and limited as to length
of entries, etc. If BAMBA sounde interesting I will
be glad to publish the program or share' a copy.

Jfatl
Hews

M=wanvTEa

by Tada MoCa'tgat

New PUNNELWER, vi.40 released in Mid-August by will
McGovern., Two D33D disks available from 3W9%ers,
contact Ida for a copy amnd pleass specify disk
format. .

Signe of the times sre that Hunter Valley UG of
Australia will cease opsration very soon, according
to & letter from Tony MeGovern,

Lima U3 has obtained copiea of saveral video
presantations made for TI betwesn 1980 and 1983.
They have put them on 2 VHE tapes with total viewing
time Of about 3 hrs. User groups may obtain 1hese
videos by dending $5 {or a blank tape and $1.25)}
for each tape to P.O.Box b47,Venedocia OH 45894,

Taps #1 ~-The Video Controller Cosby tape. An "in
store” point of Bale tape featuring the 99/4. It ia
degignad to be used with the VIDEO CONTROLLER
peripheral, but you can view it in the normal way.
Included are demos of wmany vintage softwars
cassettes and cartridges.

Tape #2 —Official TI Commercials, Bales training,
etc. Includes Coaby commerciala, and segmente froms
TV showe with TI dewmoe, and the RETAIL 3ALES
TRAINING video, about 45 minutes.

The 9300 CLIPBOARD: a new diskazine. A new magarine
on a disk for Asseably and c-programmera. On one
aide of a 38/3D Flippy are articles, and on the
other side {s Assembly and ¢ aource code, Aasembly
Object code and PROGRAM type files. This is written
by two college wstudents who definitely know their
stuff. NOT for the user, though some may find aome
of the programs useful. This diskazine is geared
toward the prograsmer. Ths price ia definitely
right. You wmay get a sample copy of issue #1 free
along with information on aubscribing. It 1s well
worth the £.29 it takes to get a copy. Write to the
following addreas and mention Andy Prueh’s review in
“Bita,Bytes Pixels”.

THR 9900 Cliphoard

679 Pield Cliff Drive

Stone Mountain GA 30087
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Tie ConoLETE TINE TRAVELERI
A Touninr's GUIDE TO THE
FounTH DIMEMsION

by Mowead F. Blusenthat & othets
Ten Spead Prass c1988,2038.

Boot: Rewiew
by Ffda McCangart

L b L

TELPLELERY I (T E S1RT SV
A comprehensive book on Time Travel, written in the
year 7033, when Time Travel has become a popular
activity. Includea deseriptions of varicua types of
time machines, the rules and regulations of time
travel, travel basics auch ag c¢lothing required, how
to deal with sanitation in the paat, manners and
customs to be observed, obtaining shelter, local
trangportation, ete, Some destinations are
suggested,along with tipa on what to look for and
certain times to be avoided.

There ia a chapter of questiona and anewsre, and a
glossary of time travel terms. One of the wmost
valuable features of this book is a 13 page
bibliography of books, short stories, essays, filws,
and Tv programs. All in all, this iz a fascinating
book which I recommend to everyone interested in
science fiction, time travel, isaginary voayages, or
humorcus e¢ssays. It can be obtained at any branch
of Tuceon Public Library by requesting it from the
librarian. If it is mnot in your branch, the
librarian will asend for it.

AUTONATIC CoNpuTER MusIe

by Fant Raguse
UGOCT ROM — Mug 97

About 15 years ago there was some musdic that was
supposed to have been compozed by a computer. It
was pretty goo I thought, but I doubted tha word
composed. Generated may have been a wmore accurate
word. Although music is a mathematical subject, T
will never believe that some genius‘ formula will do
a truly creative task. Howaver, listening to the
"wuzic" played by the following 1little progras,
written by a 12-year old almost makes ms a believer,
a non~disheliaver at the leagt. It is short, type
it in and run it, it'as worth the effort., Press any
key to stop it.

100 ! SAVE DSK1.AUTOMUBIC
105 ! from ENTER wagazine
(by a t2-year old),
reprinted in WEWJUG North
Nowsletter April '8s,
author not named.
110 t echo
120 DIM A{&)
130 RANDOMILE
140 DATA Z47,26Z,294,330,349
392,440
150 FOR B=0 TO &
160 READ A(B)
170 MEXT B
180 B=INT(RND"T)
190 C=B
200 D=B
210 GOTO 230
220 D=C
230 C=B
24C B=INT(RND*T)
250 CALL SOUND(-200,A{B),0,A
(C},9,A(D).19)
260 CALL FEY(O.E.F)
270 IF F=0 THEN 220

PANDENOMILNG:
PATTER WITH PAN

by Chantea Mubband
Brewvanc WG NI. May’® @7

"Hello! Welcome to Pandemonium, your friendly “does
it all now™ computer data massgur. Let me introduce
myself: I's your tutcrial. Let ma show you tha
Topes. Jugt call =e Pan, and it's your turn.
Pleage type in your name on the keyboard, no mors
than twelve letters."

well, Hello again, Tom Jones. Since we are friends,
111 just call you Tom, Rat It's your turn again,
Tom. Pleagse press the “Enter’ key; that's the one
on the right."

"“Wory good Tomt You reakly catch on fast! Look at
that list on the screen., Each item has a letter;
you choose from the liat by typing the letter. ve
call this list a menu. Try it, Tom. PFress a letter
key, see what happena.™

“Oh, not the ‘L' key, Tom. You see, ‘L' wasn't on
the 1list. You have to choose a letter from the
meri.  Press another key."

“Not the ‘Control' Lkaey, Tom. That's confusing
becauge it brings up the next i{netruction. Please,
we're in this together. Ve can't go to the naxt
itom until we've finished this one. Come On, Tom a
letter plesset™

“Oh! XNot Mot ths ‘Control‘’ again ..."
“Mugt have a letter ..."
"Pandemonium! ... Jusble ..."

“No Computet”
"hjedlam! ... Babel! ... Barmerkt” f:x:l

“Breakdown ... Meltdown ..."

Lights out ... Ah, Oblivioni*

THE ALTHAN FAIRWARE LiI8T

The Altman Pairwvars List 483 being maintained and
updated by the SouthWest 9%rs. The latest 1list
includes over 400 titlea, and indexes for author,
and subject. It is available for 52 (postage inc).
You can chouss to roeceive it, either pre-printed or
on disk. The SBBD unarchives to 591 sectors, and
prints out to over 30 pages. 3end a check or money
order to SouthWest Ninety-Niners, P.0. Box 17831,
Tucson AT AST30.

Announcements of new fairware may be sent to the
above address. Plgaas include a short description
of the program(a) and the author's addresa. The
information provided will he added ta The Altman
Fairware List and =made available to other TI/9640
ugers.
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X8 Savs

The following faforsation is provided as & service to our sembors. [he itenas listed are for sale by the
individsals fsdicated and are subfect to prior sale. Ihe group assumes xe respossibility for items listed
and mates so clatms as to their cosdition or isterface compatidility with the [1-99/4d computer. Only computer
related iteds will de accepted for pubiication [N this sewsietter,

$100 Expansion Box w/358D Drive
1 Dlak Contealler, & Memory

YANTED - 11 Coler Nomiter Deoks

Richard drewer - (602)790-3351

Loave massage 1 36 T1-99/4A Prograns for Hoae,

!

{

|

{ fchaol, & Office
1 §3 Dest of 9%er
1

f L]

H

H

$125 Expansion Dox w/E88D Irive

enough power for a hard disk and twe
full power fleppien. Light tegyle

!

:. 2 Conputer Plaggrousd
i switches on fromt to comtrol 3 outlets

H

1 Setting the Nost Froa Your Cassette
System (for SHS9ers aaiy!)
$10.50 Home Publishing on the TI-99/40

Suppleneat §3 w/disk
{$1 Programs for the T Home Computer
§4 Replacenent keyboards 1§ Sams Xstertainment Games fa
$4 Replaceneat Consale Power Supplies | | T1 Basic & Rxdasic - Beok
$15 T1-99/4A Consale ! & Cassette
500/$1 Mailing Labels 1§43 Sams T1-99/44 34 IASIC Prograss
Tracter {sed 1-across ! =~ Book & Cassette
50/41 Disk Labels 143 Sams TI-99/4A Games - Book

4175 Expansion Box w/1 3380 Orive
71 Mak Contraller, Bemory & 15332

on the back of the box. Asking §80.
Tom Bills (603)884-2468 or §1 on CP

§40 Staad Alene Disk Brive & Case
§5 300 BAWD Nodem ¥/cable & power

— - —————— — —

§100 a.b.o. PED w/T1 Coatruller
SS90 drive (mo other cards)

Ida BeCarqar (602}294-3024

!
i
I
!
{
!
i
]
|
!
{

TI Teyboard Overlays §3ea or 3/§10 i € Cassette
Vib Eapty T1 Brpaasion Bz Prister Cables #'=30 6'5410 10')12 1 1§3 Sams TI-99/4A Cal¢ - Daok
$150 T1-9%/42 Expansion Systea Noden Cables '6=48 (Teleo raady} 1 & Cassette

—— e Ed —— Ee a= —

13 Cassatts Cable

Priater Ribbons
33 M-10 §4 1-2400
$1 Epson HX-00 $3.50 BI-1000

Cartriiges
$1 Home Fizamcial Decisioas

'
!
!
1150 TI-99/4d Erpansion Systen | | $1 Howsehold Dudget Bamageseat
31K, R6232, 989D drive (1 $10 Multiplan
!
!
|
'

181 TI-99/4k: 51 Pum amd

H fdvestional Drograns :

133 The Writers by Harry Brashear
1$10 Thiaking Yorth

i1 Veing & Proyramming the TI-9%/43

S3L, 2080 Drive & Speech Synthesizer !
Fubehdan, Farded, MveNture, Star feeki
ices Maancial Becisions, The Attack !

Tunnels of Doom, Bisk Mamager 1I |

- e mL S ke AR MM mE mE mE EE AA EmE AR mE mE EE mE EmE mE mw e e s

Tip Yagaer (602)823-1120

or §39 o1 Cactus Pateh BB§ Hone Computer/$%er Magazines

$1 each ar 6 for 35
Noveabsr 1983 thru
Novenber 1983
Yol 4, §] thru Vel 5, §3

i
1
!
1
i
|

Spench Syxthesizer, Vidget, Joysticks | | §1 Huch bua '
Taay Yodules, and other Software i 41 Persosalt Real Istate

el { §1 Persosai Record Teeping
oIl rguatzed Jocuntatio { $1 Tax Investment Record Ieeping

{1410 TI Logo II

W wr EE EE de Am e e mm e e R mm T M mE As EE M BE M WE aR SE dee e e A i S e — e ma m——

- mw == wm e ma we

Jack or B Mathis {602)747-5046

- e mE s mm e mE m mm mE aE mE aa

Jos Demats {602)722-4109 after Spm

POX TROT by S8 Amand




REMEMBER... WE ARE NON-AUTHORIZED FACTORY DISTRIBUTORS

BECAUSE OUR PRICES ARE TOO LOW!

) =2 ABO/Z (KD

SALES/SERVICE FOR @ COMMODORE ¢IBM ®MAC @ NINTENDO
Wholesale to the Public ®Lowest Repair rates ®Parts for Whole Systems

WEEKEND SALES| | MaiL OR WEEKDAY SALES

TANOUE VERDE SWAP MEET 2239 E. BROADWAY

COMPUTER BLDG,/ AILISLE 3 Plgxgmmuz-uq;:o
rds Cables Drives TRADE YOUR OLD COM'64 FOR A NEW C.P.U
Cords Cabes s g RNl DR NETSge Ehchence
: i OVER $1 MILLION IN SOFTWARE
Parasuer!-og{'"-ff&oc@ rds COMMODORE AS LOW AS $10
10 Foot $10.00 NONE OUVER $20

| Se;Ial Cords . $10.00 & up Al Nf-w o[BM o MAC oAPPLE
Modems. Cards. etc. 25% OF LIST PRICE

THE BARGAIN SPOT
WE BUY & SELL NEW & USED

BUY HIGH - SELL LOW
CALL FOR LIST OR COME SEE AT EITHER LOCATIONS

PrEsIneEnT’s COMMENTSR
by BY Mathds
At the August mesting therw was some discussion of

the {tems available from ABO and the fact that their
advertisament was not aimed at the TI users.

ABO carries many items that are cowmpatible with tha
TI and Geneve. Any IBN compatible 380K disk drives,
printer, or modes can be ussd by tha TI or Geneve.
Hany of the older monitors ars compatible with the
T1. ABO alao carries monitors that can be used with
the Gemeve. Check out ANO and tell thes BAJ sent you
or you saw theldr ad in the SouthWeet Winety-Hiners
nevWslettar,
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MEMBERS MEET

Thursday, September 12th at Devon Gables
Health Care Center (Exec Dining Rm} at
£150 B. Orant across from the Price Club
at Tpm. Jack Mathle will demonstrate tha
nany new features of his latest version
of Disk Manager 1000 (DM1000}.

GENEVE USERS
3econd Tuesday each month (3sptembar 10th) -~ 7:30pa,

Ida MeCargar's home - 5428 E Madison Stravanue —
294-30724,

EXEC MEETING
Monday after the membership meeting. September 1sth

at &6:30pa, Porkins Restaurant at Grant and Swan, NE
corner. All SW9%ers are invited.

GENERAL USBERS
Third Tuesday each month (September 17th) ~ 7:30pms,
Mathin® home — 5941 E 26th - 7473046,

GRAPHICE WORKSESHOP
Saturday, Septesber 2ist - %am—1Zncon -
Bear Canyon Library, 8959 E Tanque Verde
Larry Nauwman uwill dJdemonatrate graphica
on the TI-99/4A.

South¥est Ninsiy—iinsas
PO Box 17831
Tuceom, AL 85730

SouthiWest Minelty-Nineras/Sep '91

ADVANCED LANGUAGES
Fourth Tuesday of each month (September 24th) — 7pm,
Rod 3tallard’'s homs - 7575 E Logan Dr — T435-6071.

TI—BASE WORKEHOP ’
October 1At - 7:30pm - Tom Wills' home — 6925 E
Kingeton Dr - B8s—Z460. ’

umsnauts Repaoar @

Twenty mombers attended the August ‘91

nembership mesting. Wa HcKinley Jonwse,

Hike Doane, Tom Buick, Lee Janousky,

Las Nefi and Dule Ussery renawed their .é
mesborships. There are now fifty-nine

senhors of sWY9ers. Bove to see more

membors at all the seetings now that

sunmer is over! )

Dallas TI HC Group 9108

Dallas 99 Interface

PO Box 19863
Pallas TX
75229

Hodddoddud idetidulallnlbleld



