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by B Ma-th-dio

Thanks

1 want to thank Les Neff, Al Armsatrong. snd Jim
Chapman for volunteering to fold, staple, stamp,
label, and mail newsletters. Over the years many
meshars have helped with thase chores. 1da helped
for the last couple years of her life, Roif and
Harriet Kradenpoth helped several times last winter.
However, the bulk of the responsibility has been

mine with the help of ay family, since mid-1986. It
i3 mpice to have other sembers take over one of my
responsibilities,

At our November meeting, the Nosmination Committee
will be appointed. E4 McCullough will be chairing
this meeting. He and I have discussed several
possibilities for the Nominating Committee members
this year. We discovered Ed hadn't served on the
Committee, 30 I appointed him chairsan. He will be
choosing two wmeabers for the balance of the
Nomlnating Commiittee. The three of thea will be
responsible for polling SW9%rs for officers in
1994, The usual procequre 1is to phone &ll local
meabars, ask them if they would be willinz serve as
a SW39%r officer, if so, which office, if not, who
wouid they like to nominate? All 5SW99ers need to
begin thioking about the pozsibllity of becoming
officers of SW99%ers,

¥

Ed will chair our November meeling, as I will be
working at the Election polls. I hope to make it te
the meeting defore everyome leaves, but 1 can't
guarantee T will make much sense of anything. Those
working the polls have to be there at Sam, apd work
until the votes are counted. We don't figure out
who won, but we have to make sure we have the
correct number of voted, and uynvoted ballots.

et

Deceaber Christmas Party

The December meeting will be our Christmas Party.
Please bring your spouse, children, and finger-foods
to share. This meeting is traditional with SW99%ers
as a time of fellowship with aesbers. The Dusiness
portion of the meeting will be very short. We will
not have a demonstration at the meeting.

Baffle Tickeis
We sold our first $7¢ worth of Fest West '94 Raffle
Tickets at the October meeting. Raffle tickets will
be available at every meeting between now and the
Fest. The more tickets we sell, the more prizes we
will buy, Right now, we have already bought an HFDC
with 20meg hard drive, an overfunder 5.25"/3.5"
half/height dual disk drive, and a 2400 BAUD pocket
sodea, We have made arrangements with Bud Mills for
a Horizon RAMdiak, and with Asgard for an AEMS card.
We have to sell Raffle tickets to pay for all these
prizes, 30 get on the bali. Buy 18 raffle tickets,
anmd receive a free admission to Fesat West '94.
Requests for Raffle tickets shonld be sent ta:

TI Fest West '94 Committee

c/o SouthWest Nipnety-Niners

PO Box 17831
Tucson, AZ 85731

Postcards

On November 22nd at 7:30pm, we will stamp and label
postcards for TI Fest West'94. These postcards will
be sent to those who have attended previous FPests
and to many others who may be interested. We would
appreciate volunteers to help with this project. If
you know someone we should send a postcard, please
contact me with their name and address.
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Balance #9/26/93 $726.11
INCOME »

Membership $75.00

Library income $24.00
Disks,labels,ribbons 815,00
Equipwent sales $ 6.00

Cactus Patch support 824.00

Misc. Income (Raffle $79.00

Ticket sales ) =  ===—e——
Total Octobar Tncome: 8214, .08
EXPENSES: {(ouch!}

Newslatter costs $30.55

Raffle tickets costs 839.01

P.0. Box rent costs s122.7¢

Cactus Patch Support $70.90

{TWO months worth amt --——-—=

"Say, hey , Tom. Isn't

that a new car you are

driving?")
Total October Expenses: $262.26

Working Bal. 10/24/93 8677.85

The savings account statement is :

Balance £8/29/93 : $50.48
Interest $ .12
Balance @9/26/93 . £50.60

Thank you Ed Chase, Bryant Krause and ¥W. Leonard
Taffs for the contribution to Cactus Patch support.

must ask you to submit all contributions for the
Cactus Patch to the SW99'ers treasurer. Not only
does this allow me to get my hands on more of your
money but it ailows e to show more accurately the
flow of funds for the group.

Since this is the beginning of the fourth quarter, I
would like to bring you up to date on how our totals
for the vear are progreasing.

INCOME Totals:

Membership/Adv. §727.50

Library Sales $399.50
Ribhons/Digks $196.90
Fauipsent Sales £363.50

Cactus Patch Support $57.00

Misc. $245.14
TOTAL Income TTTTTTT 32079.64
EXPENSES Totals:

Newsletter & Postake 5936.43
Ribbons/Disks 4277.7%

Library Satles 871.67

Equipment Purchases $525.28

Cactus Patch Support $375.08

Misc. Exprenses $243.33

TOTAL Expenses §2449.52
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Souditisst 99ars Tressury Rapars

by Milam Doans

We purchased a Myarc HFDC and a 20 megabyte drive to
be used as a door prize and we have not recovered
the amount we spenl In raffle ticket sales. We have
spent apx. $500 on FestWest such as; mailing costs
for vendor/group information packages, raffle ticket
printing and purchase of raffle prizes. The proceeds
{(and hopefully profits!) will begin showing up after
Thanksgiving and FestWest '94. ¥e'll probably show
a loss unti! the final tally is done after the Fest.
Don't lynch me until all the facts are in!

You notice the disparity between the Cactus Patch
support income and expense? This is one reason why
I want to make sure your contributions towards this
fine asset can be entered through the treasury. You
can give your thanks (and there should be plenty of
praise as well!) directly to Tom Wills, but 1 would
prefer to handle the cash.

etabar Mimitaa

Tus saday Octobenr 5, To9
I. Al Armstrong handled the Question & Answer
period.

Q. Who was it that wanted a "Stock” Spreadsheet?
A. It was made available to two members.

2. New members; Ron Vaughn, Tim Abeln and Earl
Colvin were presented to the group.

3. PestWest raffle tickets are now availabla. BRuy
ten and gxet a free admission to FestWest.
Prizes acquired to date are:

A MYARC HFDCC with a 2¢ Meg Hard Drive in a
stand-~alone case,

A Horizon 490@ RAMDISK.

A cosbination 3.5"/5 1/4" Half-Height Floppy
Disk Drive {in the same case). .

A 2400 BAUD Pocket Modem

Plus, we hope to have an Asgard Mesory Sysiem
Card,

4, Thanks to Les Neff and Al Arastrong for
volunteering to take over the folding, stamping,
labeling and mailing the Newsletter

5. We encourage the members to itake advantage of
ALl the membership benetits. There is more for
vou than just the monthly meetings., Such as:

DM Federal Credit Umion Membership.

Plato Library = BJ Nathie

Newsletter Library - Leonard Taffs.

Lending Library - Matt Matthews & Tom Wilis

Disk Library (Fairware/Public Domain) - BJ
Mathis & Richard Baron.

6. Les Neff presented a DEMO on one use of
Multiplan.

Ed NcCulivugh, Secretary
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by W. [Leonatd Tatt6-o

This =month's D.O.M. incliodes programs hy  SW99er
members: JOHN HALE (four from John}, JACK MATHIS,
and LEONARD TAFFS. Contents:

{README (This file)

1LINCATSCP (ONE LINe CATaloger SCreen Printer) has
Disk Choice (1-9}, Printer, and Quit options added
by TAFFS {No longer a 1-LINER!)

3/COLCAT-L by JACK EVANS which I modified in 1991 to
read any disk (original would only read DSK1.),
displays files to screen as read, prints date and #
of files, with He-Run Option. Reads ramdisks but *
I1/0 Error in Line 410 sowetimes causes loss of file
count/date at end.

ASCII by JOHN HALE, (TI BASIC) prints nice table of
ASCLI characters and Color Tables—-handy to Eeep by

your computer,

BANNER Fairware R.J. MARLEN, 3156 PINEBROOK, ARNOLD,
MO. 63010 (Sugs £3.00). Prints LARGE sideways

banner--letters are 5 1/2" high by 1 7/8" wide,

BARGRAPH (author unknown) is one you may not have
seen, before (in color). Bar information is entered
as DATA lines in program. No docs necessary but be
CAREFUL!=-=if you are not experienced in programming,
remark Data lines so when you enter your own data
you can follow DATA format., Program crashes if you
have incorrect number of items. Very nice program!
NOT for Printer, sorry!

CALENDAR, CAL... these programs are based on a
Calendar program from JACK MATHIS. {Thanks, JACR!)
CAL/DOC are his docs and CAL/DOCS/T are wine for
CALTAFMATE (XB Vs.) and CLNDRMATTI (TI BASIC ¥s.).
DUMPXB is required for printing out XB versions,
These {except CLNDRMATTI) print either one month or
whole year--one month-per-page. Per Jack's CAL/DOC,
TODD CLIFTON (former SW99er member) modified this
project but appears to have been too wmodest to
indicate what his modifications were.

CALL BLUE (Jim Peterson's? Earl Raguse?) program is
SUB program to give vyou blue background & white
letters. Convert this to a MERGE program (SAVE
"DSEn.CALLBLUE" ,MERGE) ts marge toa any of vour
programs. Remesber to insert CALL BLUE statement in
your Programs.

CHECKERS (TI BASIC) (Author not given) This way
result in MEMORY FULL wmessage when you run it in Tl
BASIC. If so, type NEW, then CALL FILES(1) and it
shotild load O.EK. Found this in SW99%ers archives.
You play against computer. Your play is recorded
quickly but the computer's move is a bit slow. You
get chance to aprrove or negate any of your wmoves,
before entering. Nice feature!

CONVERSNS2 (TI BASIC) is another units conversion
program. Author not given but whoever did it,
packed a lot into this program. No fancy menu but
really a useful reference. {List program to see
formulas!)

DUMPXB (DANNY MICHAEL)--needed to rum XB versions of
CALENDAR

FILERCERDCT (TAFFS) iz a record counter of
first—character of file records of a single or any
number of consecutive files. See FEEDFORTH column.

LOAD is FREE LOADER III by Karl Romstedt.

LOGIC/0PS (JOHN HALE) (TI BASIC) and AND/OR/XOR
(TAFFS) (XB) deal with these operators. AND/UK/XOR
is designed as prograsmer's learning tool but it
could be wused as game. Menu choice has ready to
read/print docs/explanation, and print-out option of
uzer Input,

METRIC-ENG (JOHM HALE) is a nice Metric-CONVERSION
Program.

TIMESHEET (TAFFS) Totals Hours and Minutes between
Starting and Finishing work. Part-time workers may
find this a boon. You enter hours you worked--it
calculates and prints daily totals and at end,
prints out total of all hours worked. Makes It easy
to catch your employer if he makes a mistake!

TOWERGF (version of TOWERS OF HANOI) by JOHN HALE,
played by your computer. If you've not seen this,
you will be very impressed! Thank you, JOHR!

Note: Most program ending lines have INPUTS
allowing one to break into the progranm, it you wlsh
to change anything. This is the first D.O.M.
have put together. I don't intend to stack the
D.0. M. with =y prograss--only shortage of time
compelled me to use mine here. FPlease GIVE/SEND wme
YOUR programs and you won't have Lo pul up wilh
nine! Let me know what you would like to see
inctuded on these D.0.N's,

DOMs are available FREE to SW99%ers attending the
membership weeting each month. If you are unable to
attend the meeting, members may buy DOMs for 31,
either at a later meeting or by mail (no extra cost
by mail). Non-members should send $2 for each DOM
requested.

Ten’s Choarvadians -

by Tom Wielkas ’ﬂﬁﬁ A

CORRECTION

First of ali, I have a correciion from the last
newsletter's Tom's Observations. That correction
has tn do with the Emnticons. The icons were each
to be display as bold print. However, as our
Editor, BJ Mathis, has her own codes for bolding
print, the icons did not print as I wanted them to.
For examsple, the swiley face should have printed
bold as “:-)", not as "@:-)". In the cases where
more than one "@" was displayved, it was 30 that a
"@" would display. The same thing applies to the
"&" characteers seen. There should have only been
one showing, not two. This was done bocause of the
"quirk” in TI Writer that will only display a
special character if it is typed twice. Please keep
this in wmind when you look at last wmonths
Observations column.

By the time you receive this newsletter, the Chicage
and Milwaukee TI Faires wilt either be underway or
already over. I hope they have a pgood tLurnoout.
However, 1 have it on good authority that things
could be better for both faires.
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Perhaps Milwaukee and Chicago should combine their
faires into a regional faire such ag our Fest West.
They could call it Mid-West Fest <grin>. I know
this was suzeested many years ago when the Wisconsin
99er Computer Council set up the Milwaukee Faire.
However, the Chicago User Group would have nothing
to do with the idea. They felt the W99CC was taking
advantage of the Chicago UG and its Faire. 1 know
this to be tactual as I was a representative to the
W99CC from the Sheboygan Area 9%rs User Group at
that time and I attended those meetings where the
idea of a joint faire was discussed with the Chicago
w. .

Well, times have changed. The Chicago Faire doesn't
hold the aura that it once did, and that is too bad.
The Milwaukee faire has opened itself up to non-TI
computers. With both groups and the W39CC all
taving the same leader, Don Walden, hopefully they
will approach a joint faire with a new fervor., It
would be a loss to the TI community if either or
both of these great faires should fall by the
wayside,

In any case, I have become aware of the fact the
Daaie Pensive Abacutorg will be attending the
Chicago Fair. 1 sure hope he doesn't take too wany
people to the cleaners as he did myself and Asgard
Software. I am asking friends of mine to ask Gary
where  my $40 is and when ] can expect it refunded,
I am no longer Interested in his Geneve Eprom as I
am in the process of getting the upgrades to my
Geneve and HFDCC that Cecure Electronic is offering.
At least I know Don Walden and can trust him. As
soon a5 I get the cards back, 1 will seview the
enhancements in this column.

MY _VACATION

Once again, my wife Carsl and I were able ta return
to Wisconsin to visit our parents, children,
grandchildren (including a new 4 =month old
grandson), and friends. While I was there, I was
able to get together with the Sheboygan Area Users
Group at a local resturant. This was a great time
for we, as the Shebovean Area 99ers UG again proved
what a truly great group they are. The SA99UG has
some of the friendliest TIers found anywhere!!!

To those in attendence, Frank Bunzel, Leon Kreidler
and his wife, Walter Shiele and his wife, Joe Turk,
Kathy Schoenings, Ken Johnson, Lester *** and his
wife. I want to pass on a big thank vyou for the
swell time at the Villager Resturant, I really
appreciated it and enjoved every ainute with you
all,

FEST WEST 93

Time is flying by. Pretty scon Fest West 94 will be
here. It is hard to believe the Fest is iess than
four wmonths off. Now is the time for members to
think of donating timc and equipment te this effort.
We wil! be needing bodies for sany varied tasks,
such as manning a booth when the vendor needs a
break, selling tickets, keeping the attendance data
tase up to date, etc. Please put aside some time to
assist us during the Fest. More will discussed on
this subject in coming meabership meetings.

Alsc, we will be needing systems for vendors whe are
traveling to Tucson. We can't expect those who may
be flying to carry their TI expansion system with
thes, now can we. If you can make your system
available, please let one of the UG Officers know.

The prizes for the raffle are coming together. For
only & dollar a ticket, you have a chance at winning
a Myarc Hard and Floppy Disk Controller card and 20
megabyte drive, a dual floppy drive (the unit has

both a 5.25" and 3.5" drive in one half height unit,
a 2400 baud modems, a Horizon 4000 ramdisk, an Asgard
Memory System memory card, and more!!! Az  wmore
money becomes available, wmore prizes will become
available. The raffle is self supporting and the
woney brought in from the ticket sales goes to
buying more prizes.

And don‘t fourget, il you buy ten tickets, you get in
FREE! ! ! What a bargain. I bought my first ten
tickets at the last meeting. 1 say first ten, as 1
plan on buying at least another block of ten
tickets. I want the dual floppy drive! Who knows,
with mwy luck, I'd probably be better off just
donating the money to the raffle and not getting
frustrated when I don't win anything. I've never
won any raffle, lottery, contest, etc. yet, so why
should I start now.

Here's to seeing you at Fest West 94, the Best Fest
in the West, AGAIN!'!!

= R
Feadifarth Moy’ oE !
by W. Leonaqid Tofd-o

. Does anyone know if the Source
Code for JT.P. Hoddie's T"SORT/EXP" wrogram is
available anywhere? Please advise if you know that
it is. The virtues of this excellent sort progras
bave been extolled in this columm before. However,
SORT/EXP does have a limitation of the number of
pv/8® file lines it can manage--depending upon how
full the lines are. With heavily loaded DV/88 text
file lines, SORT/EXP can wmanage to gort a 1ittle
above 389 limes. The Source Code might show that
this program could push lesa into wmsemory as it
sorts, so it could manage sorting. much larger
files—-particularly if it was not necessary to sort
fields well into the line of characters. Even being
able tn sort just on the first character in the line
could be a great boost to handle large files. B5ao,
de you know where this Source Code file wmight be
located? It would be nice to havel

At our last General Meeting, I offered to volunteer
to make the Disk of the Month, As I sure am no
angel, it can't be said I'm an "angel rushing in
where fools fear to tread!” Angel, no, but a fool
rushing in...... ? Anyway, I found this a bit late
to volunteer {for me) with ocur next meeting not far
away, 50 I have used some of my own prograss to get
the material done on time. I do not intemd to fill
these disks with a disproportionate number of my own
programs. 1 feel wembers should have first dibs on
this. So, future D.O.M.'s will have a limited
nusber of my contributions as long as there is
enough coming in from other sources.

Recently one of my earlier articles was retyped in a
Newsletter back East. It was nice to have an
article reproduced. Retyping always introduces the
pocsibility of errors but my comment iz not on a

typo. It is on spelling of my last name which is
TAFFS. The byline type style in cur newsletter does
make lower case "f's" look like “b's", if one

doesn't look closely. If anyone out there ever
wrote me as “TABBS" it is possible ! never got it
(if street address was missing). Ch well.,..."c’est
la viel™

CHALLENGE! [An Hours and Minutes Program.] My wife
works part-time where hours are not fixed. She has
to keep track of her hours and minutes {(she is paid
for parts of any hour worked). At end of the month,
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these have to be added up and it can be a rezl chore
to do. A nice challenge to come up with something
that would list and sum these hours for her.

If you are the type that likes challenges, maybe
you'd like to try your hand at it. I had no idea
when I started out how many hours I would spend,
searching for that ever evanescent, elusive
algoritha! 1 have always had a mental block over
cosprehending advanced math forsulas {(one of which
might have solved my algorithm instantly) developed
in my early high achool vears. So with a Starting
time of- 10:00 AM and Finish tiwe of 3:15 PH as
compared to another Start time ¢f 1 PM and Finish
time of 4:08 PM what is the equation (without
allowing a separate variable to indicate AM or PM)?
Minutes, in whatever this equation turns out to be,
are the easiest to deal with. If M = Starting
minute and M2 = Finishing Minute then would minutes
always be equal to M2 - M7 If you start work at
10:15 and finish at 1:10, the asinutes you've worked
totat 55. If M=15 and Mi = 190, then neither M-M2 or
M2-M gives the correct answer. (S0 how do we Enow
the actual minutes total 557)

"The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind" wasg
a haunting theame for this search, particulariy for
solving the hours forsula. The minute solution was
easier. For hours, if H = 10 (AM/starting hour) and
H2 = 2 (PM/stop hour} then neither H2 - Hor E - H2
is correct. We all know the correct answer shouid
be 4 hours., If H=1 PMand H2Z = 4 PN then the
correct answer is HZ - H., Whew! That's the teaser.
All we have to do is tell the computer to reason
aboul Lime the way we do. And just how do we? If I
go any further, there won't be any challenge!

Searching through all my TI books and Russ Walter's
Serret Guide to Computers turned up very little on
the subject of time. Only 2 related to this topic
and neither of them calculated hours and minutes
subtracted from, or added to, hours amd minutes,
except for one that would only sultiply by minakes.
What iy needed are program lines to  subtract
Finishing times from Starting times for each work
day and a summing of them at the end of the progras.
I wonder if any of you MULTIPLAN experts have any
payroll apreadsheets which wuse such type of
calculation—-gsomething besides just X number of
hours(x)$5.58 per hour....

HOURS&MINS was my solution to the problem (on the
D.0O.M. for this month). It sticks to having only 4
inputs for Start/Finish hours and minutes. These
four inputs are calculated to give total time for
that entry. When all entries are finished, all the
times are totalled. The more "deluxe” version ot
this program developed into TIMESHEET is also on the
NOV 93 D.0.M. This does the same work and uses the
same program as HOURSAMINS, but presents & wmore
acceptable printout with more attrective serecns to
work with. There is likely a better or more
practical solution to thig algorithm than mine. If
vou know of one or create one, I would be happy if
you were willing to share it! If you do, I would be
glad to print it in this column.

FILERCRDCT: (FILE-RECORD-COUNT) is another program
of mine on the NOV D.O.M. This was a challenge of
another sort. Its function is to read an unlimited
number of files, pick the first character of each
line {SEG$(AS,1,1), and save & count of the mnumber
of times this character appears. It is a sisple
file reader that fetches its filenawes from DATA
statements. The RECORD counts are stored in a
variable for each character. Each LINPUT is shunted
through a string of counters which increment each

time a character reappears. When finished, it
prints out totals for each character.

It is not a fast program—-speed of execution depends
on the number of counters operating. Slow or not,
this can be a useful program for projects that
require it. 1 have used it for my LIMA catalog
project. This project is to get a sorted list of
LiMA'sS (UH) magniticent catalog. It 1s an ambitious
task! Though LIMA has provided an excellent progzrams
to print this in its entirety, it requires wassive
printer—-wear, ink, and paper. I used a file reader
to go through the entire catalog, extracting only
disk titles and file names {(still unsorted). It
filled more than 3 DSSD disks! Next, was the need
to know how large each character file could be
expected to be, so that once the files* were opened
and the approxisately 37 files were being read
consecutively, there would be no danger of running
out of disk gpace, None of this can be known until
a fite count of each character is known which is why
FILERCRICT was created. Agaln, somecne out there
with far more expertise, can likely come up with a
better way of doing it.

PROGRAMMING TIF, For beginner/intermediazte program-
merg: Fatigued with editing long and complicated
programs? Tough on the eyes, wrists, fingers, and
mind. Perpetually pressing FNCT/8, .
renumbering lines, remarking and unremarking amd
moving lines can do & nusber on you. Do what PROS
do! List your program to disk for manipulating in a
Writer program. It iIs simple to do: You use the
same format as listing to your printer except that
you substiiute "DSEn.Filename™ for "PIO™. BUT FIRST
SAVE YOUR PROGRAM! If vou list it first, and forget
to SAVE your program before you QUIT to load a
Writer program, you have donated your program to
that blue heaven in the sky sbove. You get a zsecond
chance to repeat this folly if, after SAVING your
program you then LIST it with the SAME filename!
Heaven may appreciate your generosity but you wilt
have empty pockets for your trouble. So, remember:
SAVE your program first, then LIST it with a
different name: SAVE DSKi . SCHMEER, LIST
"DSK1.SCHAMEERLS". There is a recourse (though I
haven't used it) if you make the mistake of losing
your program. There is an Extended Basic utility
that can take a prozram that is listed in DV/88 file
fors, and can reprocess the listed progras back into
& rTunning prograa. Remeaber (FOREVER!): W¥hen
LISTING or SAVING vour ovrozrams. ALWAYS use
different file names!

On the subject of LISTING your program, there is an
excellent program that will list your program to
printer and sum up a list of variables used in the
program. NEATLIST is the name of this program, As
it sends your program to the printer, it breaks up
multiple statements--a great help on the eyes.
NEATLIST can also LIST your progras to disk! When
the LINK("LIST") has brought up its screen {(after
your program has been loaded}, when you cose to the
prompt "DEVICE:", you can substitute a DSKn and
Filename and NEATLIST sends your program, in same
fors it would have sent to the printer, to your
disk. NEAT! It can be a breath of fresh air to
view your program in a Writer file program! Once
vou have listed your program to a DV/80 file, it can
be loaded into A Writer program for examination and
editing. Be certain to seiect PROGRAM Editor (NOT
TEXT Editor) when you load your file. Note how much
easier it is to view on a screen that isn't
scrolling! It sure beats trying to unscrawble a
print-out with its crowded lines.

(Next month: What you can do, once the program file
is loaded intoc Wriiter's PROGRAM Editer.)}
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by Milke Doane

I may seem to be fixated on the "going on's" of
ASGARD software and peripherials but I don't intend
to seem this way, ! have had as many bones of
contention with them as anvone else has. I think
the fact of their appearing in my colusn more than
any other manufacturer other than Bud Mills and Don
Walden is due to the fact of Jim Krych being on
their team. Jim has gone a long way out of his path
to kKeep me informed and up to date with their new
products and he is willing to ask my opinion on
matters. As a smart man should, he ignores pretty
much all of what I have to say but he is genuinely
concerncd with the T.I. ugser world., He haps inforwed
me the AMS 128k semory card is being supplemented
with the AMS 256k and a 512k version. The Asgard
team has located an AMERICAN manufacturer for their
printed circuit boards which will speed the delivery
of these devices. They have included a "C" library
and compiler and a complete set of 32 bit routines
with their already impressive development package.
These programs ace included with their products!
Whnat other company will 4o THAT? 1 do believe these
gents mean business!! This is why I seem to be
raving about them. My kudo's go to Chris Bobbitt,
Harry Brashear, Jim Krych and ALL of the members of
Aggard's team. The T.I. world is in vour debt!?

Speaking of Asgard, the word on the street is Chris
Bobbitt has stepped down &s president of Asgard
Software and is going to concentrate his efforts
towards research and hardware development. This is
a triple play of news. The sad news is we will lose
Chris Bobbitt's talents as a prograsser and
collecter/catalyst of software programs. The good
news iz we will retain his services as tlechnician
and developer of new hardware. We should see some
great things with the addition of Chris to the
already great team Asgard peripherals has created.
The ather part of the good news is Harry Rrashear is
taking over the "software" portion of Asgard. Harry
has done a masterful job of creating a good image
for Asgard. One of my biggest complaints about
Asgard in the past has been the slow response time
toward software programs purchased from them. Chris
strove mightily but he would all too often become
buried under the pressure., There were times when it
almost seemed he had adopted a "so what!™ attitude.
Time haz shown me thie waz noet the case and I
believe Harry will prove to everyone to be a capable
and dedicated manager. Congratulations to Asgard
and their team efforts!

Bud Mills has made it official! He is the second
vendor officially to be coming to FestWest '94! He
will be hand delivering the HRD 4000 we will be
giving away as a door prize. Buy your tickets and
YOU can be the lucky winner to accept this fime
piece of hardware from the great wan himself (hey
Bud, don't let your head swell with that one! 1
tend to get carried away when I write.}. This is
one SWEET little gem! John Hale received his in a
"kit* form and he and I put it together in 4 hours.
It fired up and ran perfectly the first time! 1
have assembled 3 or 4 of these little jewels and
this was the first time I had one go right off the
bat! The production is excellent on this model and
it is a work of art! Even if you arem't lucky
enough to win one you can always buy one. Ask
anyone who has one! The HRD makes the T.I. a much
more capable computer. The speed of access to your
prograws is so fast it can scare you! T.I. Base can
take up to %9 seconds to load from a floppie disk
{longer if you use the Extended Basic loader) but it

loads and is running in under 7 seconds from a HRD.
Yowzers! MNow THAT is FAAAASSSSSTTTIT!!!! If it
weren't for wmy HRD 3000 I would have probably left
my T.I. for some cther computer with 3 initials. My
HRD has changed the way I look at and use wy T.I. I
have built mine to 1+ meg and I have over 100
programs at wmy beck and call. No more fumbling on
my desk to find the disks with wmy graphics, word
processors, spreadsheets, or data vases. They are
all stored inside my P.E. Box simply waiting for me
to call them up.

Bud will also be bringing more of his product line
but I am not in the know as to which ones he will be
bringing. He is the producer of the "Horizon Mouse"
and many other fine products.

We will have to wait and hear the news from the
Chicago T.I. fair about the progress of the SCSI
hard drive controller. We have been promised this
fine device for sSo long it almost seeas to be an
inherited memory. The hold up Seems Lo be in  Lhe
writing of the "DSR" or device service routine.
This iz the software package which actually “tells”
the device what to de. As any hardware developer
can tell you, the software is the hardest part. The
last ruwor 1T heard was Will McGovern (of Funnelweb
fame and acclaim) was talked into leaving his
Amigalor should that be Amig-ugh?) and writing the
routines. If this is the case the probability is
there for us to see the release of this long awaited
piece of hardware. I will be glad to see Don ¢'Neil
get out from under the head-aches. This project has
caused him such a pain. I will be glad to see Don
get back to work on some of his other cutatanding
projects. We need members of his ability to help us
improve our computer.

A mnasty rumor has been floating around about Gary
Bowser of OPA {(Oasis Pensive Abacus). It has been
wentioned he will attend the Chicago Users Fair.
Gary has proved himself highly wunreliable towards
filling his orders after receiving paysent (which is
about the most polite way I can call him & "rip-orff”
artist without outright calling him a thief) and I
do not reccommend anyone buying ANY itesm from him
even if he has it on hand and gives it to you right
then and there. If you have problems with the
device/software the odds of you receiving any
support are nil! to extremely improbable. Many
efforts to receive a refund from him for goods not
received have been ignored. Due to the fact his
company is based in Canada there has been no
recourse available from the U.S., government even in
the matter of mail fraud. This is a sorry state of
affairs for the T.I. community as Gary is one of the
mosSt capable and accomplished developers around. 1
hope he gets whatever is troubling him behind him
and comes back into the fold. We can use men of his
caliber. I would suggest you have nothing to do
with hiw until he har satisfied all his outstanding
debta. I will be just one of a numsber of peorle
standing in line to say,"I told you so0!”

A possible guick wmoney saver for you planning on
attending FW'94 which should be everyone reading
this article. If you are flying in from out of
state, check and see how much it will cost to fly by
way of Salt Lake City. Morris Air has recently
begun daily low—fare flights to Tucson and Salt Lake
City is one of Delta Airlines terminal "hubs”. You
night be able to save yourself some money by sgoing
this route. If you get the chance, you might even
find time to enjoy the sights of Salt Lake City. Be
forewarned! They believe in WINTER up there. The
weather might not seem cold to you midwesterners and
nor-easter's but for this desert rat it was cold.
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SLC is a beautiful town with great scenery and some
of the friendliest and helpful people you will ever
meet. If you have a lay-over between flights you
could do a LOT worse, We are going to ask Morris if
we can work a price deal but the odds are against
it. They are a low-price, non-frills airiine
already and they may not have enough of a sargin to
swing it. I will keep you informed of any progress
un Lbis eml.

There will ©be shuttle service froe Tucson
International Airport to the hotel and if you can
give us enough advance notice we will try to arrange
for one of the 8W99'ers to be on hand to meet you.
We might even be able to arrange for a ride from
Phoenix's Sky Harbor if you can give us encugh
notice and the logistics work out for us.

1 guess ] have rambled enough for this article. I
hope to have a lot of more concrete facts for you in
the next few issues.

I want everyone who might take offense at anything I
wight have said to remember a few facts. I am 6
feet tall in my stocking feet, I weigh 19¢+ lbs, 1
hirycla 11 milea a Aday tn work, a= a heavy engine
mechanic. If anything I have said offends you to
the point of physical violence I would advise
against it. 1 am also the eagiest guy to get alons
with you have ever met. If you have taken offense
with anything I have said, write me and we can
discuss sy point of view, I am willing to apologize
for anything I feel [ have done wrong and do it in
print.

One last word for David DeHeer.
burning a hole in my pocket.

I have $38.25

N AL
k A

The TI-00 Home Coopuier Thielive

by Biee Gasak-itl

rart 1 of 4 (concluded)

OCT 1979 : Rodnay Zaks, who would author the book
"Your First TI-99/4A Program" in 1983, releases
"6502 Games" through Sybex Publishing.

NOV 1979; Moore Bugpiness Syestems agrees to market
the TI-99/7, a $5000 business computer based upon
the TMS 999@ mjcroprocessor. The 99/7 is one of
three computers to be built on the THS 9988 chip,
but it will eventually die, due to internal
squabbling at TI, without any production units being
shipped.

- Zenith buys the Heath Company, mamufacturers of
the H-8 and H~11 computer kits,

- ¢&omputer Shopper publishes its first Issue. A
special charter subscription of 12 issues for $10 is
offered.

- Milton Bradley releases Big Trak, & prograssable
toy vehicle. The chir in Big Trak allows the user
to program intricate travel paths amd fire the
truck's weaponry in single burst, short burst or
long burst modes. It sells for $43 with trailers
that may be purchased separately for $13 each.

~ Milton Bradley also releases its Microvision hand
held wmini videc game machine., which has its own
screen. Microvision comes with the gane

BlockBuster, Six other games, Bowling, Star Trek,
Phaser Strike, Connect Four, Vegas Slots and
Mindbuster are also availabte, sold separately.

DEC 1979: Len Buckwalter reviews the new TI-99/4
Home Computer for Mechanics Illustrated magazine on
page 46. Be calls the machine easy to use and
delivers a generally pogitive review, discussing
Home Pinancial Declislons, and Milton Bradley's
Cannect Four, Hangman, Yahtzee and Zero Zap
cartridges.

= Image Computer Products of Northbrook, Illinois
announces the TI Six Pack, which consists of six
BASIC games on cassette. They are; Mind Master,
Skill Builder, Strategy Pack, Tournament Brickbat,
Wall Street Challenge, and Wildcatting:

B Oartridas Tricks o

Over the years some interesting ideas have been
covered regarding undocumlneled infurmalivn on  the
original TI cartridges. Specifically, there are
some interesting screens and/or applications never
published by TI, that users have discovered by
poking around on the keyboards.

Here are two special cartridge applications.

The first deals with the MUNCHMAN cartridge. After
insertion of the cartridge you receive the TPHESS
ANY KEY" message. Press 2 to go to MUNCHMAK and as
soon as the first screen appears, hold the SHOFT key
down and press keys, 8, 3, and 8 rapidly. You will
access screens not found in the TI manuals,

These new screens will allow you to go to any of
three rounds, choose any of 20 screens, and start
the game with as many as 9 men. (Be advised that in
comsputereses Round @ is really Round 1 and Screen #
is really Screen 1.}

The second cartridge of interest is TUNNELS OF DOOM.
Have you ever encountered trouble trying to get a
casgette program loaded prior to saving it -to disk
only te have the tape start then stop with a "READ
ERROR" message? What happens is with your disk
pystem turned on, available memory is reduced by a
chunk and the lead data infromation. when the tape
starts playing, tells the cosputer there isn't
enough memory to load the program so0 the systen
shuts down. .

This is how to get around that problem using the
TUNELS OF DOOM cartridge. Imsert the cartridge and
proceed as though you were preparing to play the
game. Instead ol loading aTUNNELS OF DOOM  zawme,
load your tape program. The memory chips in the
TUNELS OF DOOM cartridge give you the extra room you
need. After the program loaded, DO NOT proceed with
the srreen instructions. At this point, press FCTN
BACK and you will be returned to the unpublished
screen. The assumption here by TI is that you have
loaded the wrong game or that your information
didn't get into the computer. What you do get is
the lcad screen that you started with, but alsc on
the same screen is SAYE INFORMATION.

To save that long tape programs that you have loaded
into the TUNNELS COF DOOM cartridge, you just follow
the instructions on SAVING and one of your options
is, of course, SAVE to disk.
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Jise Buys

The following information is provided os a service to our members. The [fems lisfed are For sale by the
individvals indicated and are subject f¢ prior sale. The group assvmes oo respossibility for iteas listed
snd makes no claims s to their conditiea or interface compalibility with the If-33/4f computer. Only
compnter relafed ffems will be accepled for pubfication in this newslelier,

71-99/44 Console
$20 o.b.o
J. J. Horton {602]882-2330

§100 Expansion Box w/5350 Drive
71 Disk Contraller, Memary & R5232

Printer Ribbons
63 NX-10 $0 NX-2400
$2 Epson NX-80 $3.50 NX-1000

$25 Stand-Alone R5232
§10 T1 99-4/4 Console
§15 Speech Synthesizer
$60 0.b.0. P-Code Card w/documentation |
84 Replacement Console Power Jupplies |
$5 11 to Atari Joystick Adapter{single)!
$5 TI to Atari Joystick Adapter(dual) |
$10 Cassotte Player/Recorder

$2 Replaceaent Keyboard

TI Console w/RF Modulator
Extended Basic, Speech Synthesizer
Terminal Emulator 1, Tombstone City,

|
i
]
)
{
i
|
)
|
1
| Modules
I
i

The Attack, Car Wars, Parsec, Blasto |
:
:
{
|
|
1
}
1
I
1
]
]
]

$2 Blackjack & Paker

$2 Blasto

§2 Chisolm Trail

$2 Early Learning Fun

$3 Editor Assemsbler (new)

$1 Football

$1 Household Budget Management
§2 Hunt the Nuspus

$1 Munchaan

$1 Personal Record Keeping
$1 Tax Investment Record Keeping
$1 Terainal Emulator 11

§! TI-Invaders

$5 Tl-logo 1l

|
|
I
]
|
I
|
I
t
1
[}
i
I
|

with manuals
All for $50

Danny Stern (602)297-3839

-

$150 Complete Ti Systea #5 28-Cassette or Module Drawers

87 Jb-Cassette or Module frawers
$3 Flip N File for Diskattes

Includes: Expansion Bax /3550 Drive

T Disk Contraller, Memory & RS232

Plus: Beige Cansole w/dust cover,
ExBasic, Tax Investzent Recerd Keeping,;
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I
]
|
[}
i
i
1
3
)
I
1]
i
!
1
i
4
¥
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| ' S0/%1 Disk Labels
! Home Financiat Decisions, & TI Writer |
|

i

1

|

1
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i
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500/81 Mailing Lahels
Tractor feed 1-across
Larry Mewaan (602)299-2092 or 410 on CP Books
$1 Basic Computer Games
$3 Basic Prograns for the Home
$3 Beginner's BASIC (Alue Rook)
$2 Computer Playground
§3 Executive Computing - How ta
Get 1t Done on Your Own
$10.50 Hame Publishing on the TI-99/8A
Supplement ¥3 w/disk
$3 Practical Basic Prograes
$2 Programs for the TI Home Compuier
§3 Prograeaing Basic w/the T] Computer
$1 Sams T[-99/4A Basic Programs
$3 The MWord Prosessing Book
$3 The Nriters by Harry Brashear
$3.25 User's Reference Guide
$2 Using & Programming the TI-99/44

T1 Keyboard Overlays ‘$3ea dr 5/810
Modes Cables 6'=88 (Telco ready)
83 Cassette Cable

fouble-Sided 1/2 height
TEAC Disk Drive - $20

First Base by Warren Agee - $E0 Diskettes

25/%7 (SH9%ers only)
Entec external power supply box. Has

enough power for a hard disk and two
full power floppies. Light toggle
awitchea on front to cantrol 3 outlets
on the back of the hox. Asking 850,

0isk Prograas
$2 Airline

$15 Artist Card Shop (Comprodine)
$10 Backsteine
$10 Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy

My T1" White Hats $3 Touchdown

Black Letters
Red Heart

$5 Mesh Style
§6 Golf Style

‘ plus $1 shipping

(assette Programs
81 Teach Yourself Basic

e o . ——— T = —— o o o e o e e e o i e o o e b o o o o e o o T e T e Tt = o i o —

BJ Mathis(602)747-5046 &3 on CP BJ Mathis(602)747-5046 43 on CP

Tom Nills (602)886-2860 or #! on CP
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-- ANNOQURCING --

T Fest West "94

A Texsas Instruments 99,42
& MYARC Geneve 9640
Computer Users Convention

Location:

Pank Inn, 88 E Broadway, Tucason, AZ 85701
Reservations:
1-800-437-PARK Welcome HBTALi43
(602)622-4000

Date/Time:
Sat Feb 19, 1994 - 9am to Spm
Sun Feb 20, 1994 - %9am Lo 3pm

Prizes
MYARC HFDC Controller
(w/20 meg Hard Drive)
Horizon RAM Disk 4000
(w/memory chips)
Asgard Memory System Card
Over/Under Floppy Drive
2400 BAUD Pocket Modem
Other Prizes to be Announced
Door Prizes, too!

Vendors
Software

Hardware
Accessories

Cons sig&ezisTable ' RGURNDEUNP'I'S

Users Groups

LN

Admission $4 - unden 15 §ree when accompanled by adutt
- 711'_F=EL4ut: West '94 — Beslt In the West/!

Presented By:
SouthWest Ninety-Ninens
PO Box 17831 - Tucaon, AZ §5731

For more information about TI Fest West '94
or SouthWest Ninety-Niners User Group
Call BJ Mathis - (602)747-5046 or Tom Wills (602)886-2460
Or Cactus Patch BBS (602)290-6277
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Twenty-two SW99ers signed in at the SW9%ers October
weeting. Frederick Altimus and Martin Marcinko are
the newest sembers of SouthWest 99ers. Frederick
lives in Benton, Texas, his phone nusber 780-1B60.
Martin lives in Orlando, Florida, his phone number
is 295-1132 (they didn't give me area codes}. Johm
Boyajean renewed his membership this month., We will
mail 55 newsletters to members and 49 newsletters to
exchange newsletters.

Members Meet

First Tuesday, November 2nd, Devon Gables Health Care
Center (Exec Dining Rm.) at 6158 E. Grant across from
the Price Club at 7:15pm. David Ormand will present
a demonstration of ¢ programming. OQur '94 Nomination
Committee will be appointed at the meeting.

TI—Base Workshop
Second Tuesday, November 9th, 7:00pm.
home = 7678 E Logan Dr - 745-6871.

Rod Stallard's

General Users
Third Tuesday, November 1&6th, 7:30pa.
5941 E 2Z6th 8t - 747-5046.

Mathis' home

Fest West Postcards

Monday, November 22nd 7:30pm. - Mathis' home - please .

help us prepare postcards to mail to all those who
have attended or whoe might be interested in attending
TI Fest West '94,

Exaec Meetineg

Monday, Noveaber 29th 6:30pm. Perkins Restaurant at
Grant & Swan, NE cormer. A1l SW99ers are invited to
help plan for our Users Group and Fest West '94.
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Richard Baron - Disk Librarian ......... 885-4812
Mike Doane - Treas/Technical Assist .... 298-3835
BJ Mathis - Pres/Editor/Library Cham ... 747-5046
Matt Matthews - Lending Librarian .. 602-428-6914

Ed McCullough - Secretary ........0000.4 296-5183
Rod Stallard - Vice Pres ............... «745-6071
¥W. Leonard Taffs — News Lib/DOM Prep ... 795-4148
Tom Wills - BBS SysOp/Lending Lib ...... 886-2460
Cactus Patch BBS .....c.civennennen vveas 290-6277

(Area code 602 fQF all phone numbers above)

Decenber Newsletter Deadline ) November 2eth, 1993 «
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Dallas 99 Interface
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