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President's Connen

by David Onmand

It is often said in TI circles that people who
started learning about computers with their 99/4A
found it easier to deal with other kinds of
computers, especially after machines started showing
up in offices around the country. That is certainly
the case with me, and several others in our User
Group. Now the TI system is perhaps not as
“idiot-proci” or “user [riemdly” as something like =2
Macintosh, but it IS friendly, and non—intimidating,
and very forgiving of what you do with it. And of
course, the Windows system on IBM clones started |ife
in an attempt to make it eacier for people who are
not comwfortable around computers, or "computer
illiterate”, to wuse something that iooks like a
Macintosh. But being "user friendly” is not
necessarily the same as being good for learning about
cowputers,

I resd am article in a professional engineer's
magazine lately that gave a different perspective on
the iseue. It occmo that, as Windowa proliferates,
more engineers find 1t unaveidable to have to deal
with Windows, But the "easy-to-use"” wmindset behind
Windows that wmade it a successful desktop or office
machine interface has taken hold of those who produce
engineering tools, 1ike CAD programs or device
programming software. According to the author of the
article, the previous versions of the programs he was
using, which ran under DOS, were more capable and
versatile than the same programs rewritten te run
under Windows. That is, the Windows versions had
been "dumbed down."

I. %too, have encountered Windows in an enginsering
environment, and have found it lacking. One of wmy
current jobs is to help put together a data
acquisition and display progras for testing the
guidance set for the new Tomahawk missile design.
Sure, it's nice that the program has all these nice
dials, indicators in & pretty, proportional typefont,
and stripcharts with different color plots, but even
.on a Pentium at BOMHz, it can't quite kesp up with
the data. They will probably end up laying out $3080
for a Pentium 166MHz and hope it helps. And I know
for a fact that a DOS program without all the pretty
inflicators and dials would have kept up quite nicely
an a ‘&B6.

S0 what's the peoint? What is a slam against Windows
vs, DOS doing in a TI newsletter? Just this: In my
dealings with people who use TIs {and Ataris. and
Amigas) there is a lot of "GUI Envy.” They look over
at the IBM machine running Windows, and it looks so
much slicker than what they have. Or they get caught
wp with the "lemmings" urge: "Everyone else has one -
I Dbpetter get one, too.” But pretty and popular are
not good reasons for giving up something that works
better, even if it is older and slower. So the point
is, while the TI isn't as slick and powerful as your
friend's Pentiuwm, it is better in one very important
point: You are much more likely to learn more about
computers, Just like people always have, from a TI,
than from a Windows machine.

Here's another angle on the issue: 1 often cowe
across a debate regarding computers in school. Apple
has always dominated the computer issue at schools,
first with their Apple II computers and now with
their Macintoshes., A lot of people object to  this,
"Why should they learn how to use a Macintosh when
they are much more likely tc use clomes in the Real
Worid?" Their opponents point out that it isn't an
issue of learning how to use a particular Xkind of
computer, it's learning about computers, how they
work, and general principles and strategies of using
computers.

Those people are right. 50 let the schnols keep
their Macs. In fact, they would be better off
switching to TIs. In fact, sowe schools or at least
classrooms are stocked with TIs. From my own
experiance, I would put more confidence for a kid who
cut his teeth on a 4A to handle the real-time Unix
systems, Sun workstations, and, well, programming for
Windows!

To close on that score, there are two young fellows I
know who started out with TIs and became very handy
around computers. One is Jeff Brown, who wrote
TernsSs. I will attewpt to demonstrate this unique
program at our June meeting. You might see what the
other fellow, Shawn Baron, might have accomplished if
he had been allowed to continue as he was going.
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Treasurer’s RE Drt You may have to experiment with spacing in
p order to get the desired effect. Remember, if
vou need & space between the last word on the

May 1996 first line and the first word on your next

line, you will have to put one before the first
This has been a very slow month for the treasury. syabol or after the second symbol. This method

requires printing from the editor {I think}.
Income: (I figured this out while looking at the
Membership Renewal $45.0@0 Pixease pictures sold by Comprodine. - BRJ)
Library $12.00 : ‘
Ribbon-Labels-etc. $2.80 The meeting closed at 8:07 p.m. and Les Neff

—————— demonstrated how to handle large files with the PRB.

TOTAL INCCME $59.80

Les Neff, Secretary

Expenses:
Cactus Patch $40,.00

TOTAL EXPENSES e40.00 Feedforth Journal June '96
—————— by W. Leonard Tadés

Continuing the subiect of enterineg one’s accounts in
TI Extended Basic programs from the previous month's

TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSES $19.80

Cash Box Balance $65.30 column, here is a simple EXTENDED DBASIC program,
Checking Balance $2785 .64 NEWCHECKING which allows wyou to enter checking
-------- account information which can be sent out to printer

Total Group Cash Assets $2640.94 andsor as a D/V 80 Output file to disk, or to Screen

alone., The latter is useful for short check-book
register page verification).

quqera Minutes In contrast to the previously discussed programs that

required account information to be entered in DATA

statements, this program has the great advantage of

Thurtaday, May 2, 1996 not risking exceeding TI's memory capability for very

large numbers of checks. Output files can be easily

The meeting was opened by President David Ormand zt. merged in a Writer program to create quarteriy,
VFW Post 4903 meeting hall at 7:39 p.m. bi-yearly, or yearly files.

President David read some correspondence and items of A second program will follow that allows your

interest Lo Lhe lucal mewbers. cogputer to read these D/V 8¢ Tfiles to sSummarize

selected accounts (by search). A discussion of
Al Armstrong was asked to conduct the Question and NEWCHECKNG follows this listing:
Answer session.

1| REM [NEWCHECENG] 5-23-56

G. A written question was read concerning how to

get 136 coluwns on the Writers. gylw' Leonard Taffs’ SW9%ers
A. There t t t 136 1 t int | X
with T?E:ri::rw::’t: igsgcelones.co vans oo e i X FOR EXTENDED BASIC *
1. Using the formatters' left sargins, right 1@ CALL CLEAR :: DISPLAY AT
margin, fill, & adjust commands. for instance: (3,4) :"CHECKING FILE PROGRAM
.LM@®;RM136;FI;AD '
The document will have to be printed through a "o By W. Leonard Taffs, SW
formatter for these commands to work, 9%ers" :: DISPLAY AT(1@,1):"

Enter Deposits as MINUS amts

2. Usine the oprinter commands: for instance,
there is a way to take the printer off-line and

put it back on-line within your document. 11® DISPLAY AT(13,1):"This p
Press CTRL U then Shift S them CTRL U. This - e o1
will put 2 sysbol on the screen that looks like r:grimpl:l?s bor;hPD/"VtBU ; 1: "
a very small 173 without the slash. Your utpul rile a rinter Opts
printer wil! recognize this as an instruction :: DISPLAY AT(17,2):"(EXTEN
to ignore everything after the symbol until it - RED.}"
receives a command that looks like a very small ?ED ﬁg%&ﬁgIZI 1) N i
1/1 also without the slash. In order to get 120 - (21,1):"Use
this symbol on the screen press CTRL U then 9999"" ag Check# to End": :
Shift Q then CTRL U. But putting the first :"Press <ANY> Key to Continu
syabol on a 1line you can tell the printer to " «: CALL KEY(®.K.S):: IF
- ignore anything else on that line. including €. it (0.K,5):: 0
the carriage return/line feed. On the next S5<1 THEN 120 :: BL$=EPT$(
line you would enter the second symbol, to tell ,28)

th‘e printer to start paying attention again.
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130 DISPLAY AT(23,1):"Start
Bank Bal: (+) ":B$ :: ACCEP
T AT (23, 20))VALIDATE (DIGIT,"-
$>'""" THEN BALS=\Al (BALSH)
14@ PRINT :: INPUT "DATE: (O
pt) '":DATES

150 PRINT :: INPUT "'Use Prin
ter? (@/1) ":PR :: IF PR THE
N OPEN #1:"PIO" :: CAL CLEA
R .
168 PRINT ::
d# of Cks: ":N ::
170 PRINT :: INPUT "OPEN AN
QUTPUT FILE? (Q/1) 0P :: 1
F OP THEN 182 ELSE 200

1682 PRINT :: INPUT "NULL to
bypass Open QOut

file Name: ":0F% :: IF OF$<¢>
" THEN OF=1 :+ IF OF THEN P
RINT =+ INPUT "0OUT DISK &7 "
008 @ OF$=""DSK"R0D8&"."&0OF
$

1906 IF OF THEN PRINT :0F%,'D
: IF OK THEN PRINT :: INPUT
"Press <ENTER> when disk set
":K$ ELSE 180

200 CALL CLEAR @
OPEN #2:0F%,0UTPUT
212 FOR I=1 TO N
220 DISPLAY AT(9,1):"Left:";
SN-55;" Lst DP:';SEGH (DPS$,3
,2):: DISALAY AT(9,24):'"Tota
1" :: IF OF THEN DISPLAY AT(
1,9):0F%

232 DISPLAY AT(11,1):1;"CHEC
K #';TAB{20);TAT :: DISPLAY
AT(13,1):1;"DATE" :: DISPLAY
AT(15,1):1;"PAY/DEP'" :: DIS
PLAY AT(17,1):1;"AMOUNT'': :
240 DISPLAY AT(19,1):1;"DESC
s DISALAY AT(24,1):"Use
QP! as Check # to End"
250 ACCEPT AT(11,13)SIZE(-)
CK$ :: IF LEN(CK$)<>4 THEN

INAUT "Estimate

Sh=N

IF OF THEN
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250 ;i IF SEGH(CKs,1,2)="DP
THEN DPS$=CK$ ELSE IF CK$="
999G THEN 370

260 ACCEPT AT(13,13)SI1ZE (~4)
0T :: IF LEN(DTS)<>4d THEN
2060 :: IF SEGH(CKS,1,2)<'DP
" THEN LOKS—{KS$

270 ACCEFT aT(15,13)SI1ZE(-)
iPY$ @@ IF LEN(PY$)>4 THEN 2
7@ :: PY=LEN(PY$):: PZ$="
"1 PZELEN(PZS) @ PX=P7-PY
280 PY$=PYSRSEGS (PZ$,1,PX)
IF SEGH(CKs,1,2)="DP" THEN
DISPLAY AT(16,12) " (use """
" Sig—i)“

290 ACCEPT AT(17,13)VALIDATE
("Q123456789—."");aMTS i : IF
AMTS=""" THEN AMTS=""9" :: IF
LEN(AMTS)>9 THEN 200

300 ACCEPT AT(20,2):CD8$ :: I
F SEGE(CXS,1,2)<>'"DP" THEN T
OTC=TOTCHAL (AMTS)YEL.SE TOTD=
TOTOHVAL (AMTS)

31@¢ DISPLAY AT(24,1) :"Enter
"t if Above NOT 0.K.M

320 CAl KEY(@,K,8):: IF 51
THEN 320 ELSE IF k=49 THEN
DISFLAY AT(20,1) :RPTS(" ",18
@):: DISF'LAY AT(16,12) :RPTS(
M4y GOTO 232

330 GJS_B 460

40 IF PR THEN OPEN #5:"PID"
: PRINT #5:TAR(S) :ANE: "'

"+1 2: CLOSE #5

350 IF OF THEN PRINT #2:AN$&
CHR$(13)

360 S5=55+1 :: NEXT 1

370 REM ** END ENTRIES **
380 PRINT :"CHECK Entries Te
rminated": :

390 IF OF THEN PRINT #2:"[ED
F "&0F$R"] "8DATES$ :: OLOSE
#2

1
1
1
3
1
3
]
|
1
|
|
|
i
]
I
1
I
I
i
1
[}
1
1
t
[}
'
1
)
t
]
]
t
]
I
I
I
t
I
I
}
]
]
]
I
t
]
I
|
|
I
|
t
t
I
I
I
|
I
1
I
!
t
i
i
|
r
¥
i
I
I
t
i
t
¥
I
1
{
t
1
1
t
f
I
|
i
1
i
!
I

40@ PRINT :I-1:"Entries were
made. Last was'': :AN$: :'"ST
ART BAL= $";BALS: :"Dep-Chks
=$ ;70T

410 DIF=BAL S-TOT :: PRINT :'
Erding Bal:';DIF

429 IF PR THEN PRINT #1:TAB(
1@);I-1;"Entries were made:
"2 0KC;'" Checks = $";TOTC:TAB
(32):0PC:" Depos. = $'";TOTD:
TAB(36) ;"'Deps—Cks = $“ TOT
433 IF PR THEN PRINT #1:748(
13);"5tart BA.= $";BAL S$;"
End Balance = &';DIF;"

"":DATES

449 PRINT :''There were: ";CK
C;"Cks and'";0PC;" Deps.'

450 PRINT "Cks =":TOTC;" D
eps =";TOTD STCP

He REM xx JUSTIFY ¥

47¢ aMT= EN(AMTS) ¢ : P=POS(AM
T$,".'",1):: IF P=0 THEN &MT$

=aMTSR". 00" :: GOTO 500

48l IF P THEN IF SEGH(AMTS,A
MT, 1)="." THEN AMT$=AMT$4" @@
" 1 GOTO S00

499 IF P THEN AMZS=SEGS(AMIS$
P AMTY e AMZ= EN(AMZ2$) i TIF
AM2=2 THEN AMT$=AMTSR''0"

SO0 AMT=LEN(AMTS):: AMUS="
Yoy AMIEL EN(AMUE) 1
AM=AMU-AMT 1 AMTS=5EGE (AMU
$, 1, A0 RAMTS

510 ANs=CK$R'" "8DT$&" "&PYs$&
"OUSAMTSE T&CDE .
520 TAMT=VAL (AMTS$):: TOT=TOT
+TAMT @@ IF SEG$H(CKS,1,.2)="D
P" THEN DPC=DPC+1 ELSE COKC=C
KC+1

530 CALL CLEAR :: DISPLAY AT
(2,3):"Prv. Chk# ":LIK$:TAB(
13} ;0T$:TAB(13) ;PY$:TAB(13) ;
AMTS: TAB(3) 1 "Expa';C0% :: RE
TURN

After loading sand running this program, press any key
You will be prompted for vour
Then you are prompted for Date
loptional) and asked if you wish to use printer.
throughout

to start the program.
starting balance,

protocol for user response
ig: @=NO 1=YES.

Next you &are asked to

input an estimate for the

The
thia program 59 tite,
can escape--as

pressing

numher of checks vyou wish to enter. Allow for
deposit items as well as checks In your estimated
count. Best to enter an estimate that is qpite a bit <ENTER> ,
higher than what you sxpect to enter, ause once

you have entered 2 nuwber, the program will terminate
when you have reached that number.
have finished entries, enter “9999" as the "Check #"
If your check nusbers
"9999", change the escape at the end of
is a STRs variable, you cam
as your escape if you prefer.

B SouthWest Ninety-Niners/Jun

to end the progras.
tht number
line 250,
use "END"

Nate, as this

At any time you

to verify
"@"}. Entering

include proceed.

<ENTER>

After entering your “estimate” number,
if you wish to Oren an OUTPUT file.
will bypass opening any such file,
prompt you for name you wish to give your Output D/V
It you arrtve at this prowpt in error, you
the screen

for a blank entry, and the program
will proceed to first check/deposit entry.

you are asked
Entering "@"
Entering "1" will

informs you=--by Jjust

If yvou entered am Output File nawe and pressed
you are asked for the disk drive # to send
your file out to, after which you are given a chance
lenter
1" will
{ENTER> when disk

or re-enter filename (enter
bring a prompt to press
is inserted and you are ready to

"1")
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ACCEPT AT
routines are used for all 5 check information inputs.
This was done to provide a wuniform output record
String. The ACCEFT AT parameters are:

Check # (or Deposit #).. 4 characters
Date .......... veesrseas 4 characters
PAY/DEP ........00000n .. 4 chatacters
Asount ........... ... 9 characters
Code:Explanation........ 26 characters

These parameters can be changed if you wish, but do
not exceed 79 characters in the output string ANS
which is assembled in line 510¢. The program adds a
Carriage Return as the last character in each ANS
string.

If your check numbers have more than 4 digits, change
~the SIZE in line 259's ACCEPT AT and the LEN to wmatch
your maximum check number length. To maintain uniform
columns in the file, prefix the appropriate numbers
of zero's to the CHECK # prompt. Depoasit “numbers"
must equa} same length as check number entries but,
in their case, the first 2 characters must remain
"DP". Your input as "CHECK #" and "DATE" will be
refused if they are less or wore than the nuaber set
by their respective ACCEPT AT statements. The PAY/DEP
ACCEPT AT will accept any number of characters up to
4 and the AMOUNT prompt will accept up to 9
characters including decimal point. It is not
necessary to add decimai points when you enter whole
numhers as all amount entries are deciwal-justified
by the program. This means you cannot enter whole
nushers of mare than & Aigits.

The length af any amount entered (or computed TOTAL)
is limited to $-00200.00 characters. (First place is
for "=" sign when needed. If you will be dealing
with larger amsounts ejther as entries, or expected
Totals, accomodating program changes will be needed
or you will get an Error Message.

The fifth prompt in check/deposit entry screem is for
"DESC"--description of transactiom:— This input
allows for 26 characters if retaining the ACCEPT AT
used in the program. It is desirable for you to
inrut an account code first., and then description.
Code numbers should be prefixed with appropriate
number of zero's (001, @13 etc.). The code and its
pesition is important to allow use of the second
prograr that can read your D/V 80 output files, or
for any Sorting progras you might want to use, It
will rely on your code being the first characters of
this description column for any search.

The rest of the line can be used for transaction
description. If these remaining 22 characters {if 3
digit code wused) are not sufficient for your
description wishes, then change the ACCEPT AT part of
line 380, to LINPUT "":CD$ but remember if vou have
opened a D/V 80 output file that this is concatinated
inte an output file record that must net exceed 79
characters. A LINPUT entry limit of not more than 56
characters is suggested if you need more than the
rrovided ACCEPT AT limit.

DREPGSIT Entries. This program plans on your
pre-fixing all deposit "numbers" (egiered at the
CHECK # prompt) with "DP"--DP@81, DPO2, 93, etc. As
this will allow 99 deposit entries if vou oniy use
digits, if you have more than 99 deposit entries, you
can use letters as well as digits, but the "DP" must
be the first 2 letters, as this permits the computer
to distinguish between checks and deposits.

The amount of all DEPOSITS must always be pre-fixed
with‘a MINUS (-) sign. You are presented with a

screen reminder of this when vou reach the Amount
prompt, if you have entered "DP" as the first two
characters at the "Check #" prompt.

At the end of each check/deposit entry screen, you
are prompted to "Enter "1" if Above NOT O.K.". This
allows vyou to re-enter the information if you see a
mistake ovm Lhe display of your eniries., If entry |is
correct, press <ENTER> to move on to vour next entry.

¥hen the screen is ready for your next check or
deposit entry vou will notice information for vyour
previous entry is displayed at top of your screen,
below which is a line that tells you how many entries
you have left, the last deposit 1.D. and the total of
your entries thus far (this total will not reflect
your starting balance}. :

If you prefer to have the starting balance included
in this running total, enter @ for your starting
balance in the program's opening prompts and then
enter your starting balance as a “deposit" as your
first entry such as "DPe@".

When. vou have finished vour entries. ENTER "9999" as
a check number entry. The program will them display
"CHECK Entries Terminated" and show how many entries
you made, Starting Balance, Total of Deposits wminus
Checks, Ending Balance, and a tally of how sany
checks and deposits were entered, and the sum of
each. This information will be printed to hardcopy
if you selected the printer option at the start of
the program. This information will not be sent to
the Qutput file however. Thie information will be
generated for Output files when they are read by the
2nd program, READNEWCK, which will print a report
from Output files.

CAUTION! With sll file-creating pregrams there is
the risk, should there be errors in copying the
program--especially the lines that OPEN and CLOSE the
OUTPUT FILE--of losing data, or in extreme cases, of
messing up a disk directory. If yvou breag into this
program after having opened an Output fite, for any
editing changes, be sure BEFCRE you do any editing,
to CLOSE your output file by entering (IN COMMAND
MODE) "CLOSE #2* (without quotation marks).

After you have typed in the program and checked it
carefully for any errors, try running the program
without selecting the option to open an Output file,
Try about a half dozen sample entries just sending
them to your printer i{or simply to screen if you do
not have a printer hooked up). Use simple small
amounts that vou can easily add in your head. If the
printed results of your entries amd calculated totals
are correct, try a few entries after selecting the
Open an Output file option. End vour entries with
"9999", When the program has ended, in COMMAND MODE,
type CLOSE #2. You should get a File Frror Message.
This indicates the program has properly closed the
file already. If you DO NOT get this Error Messagze,
something is wrong with your program File-Closing
statement (line 399). 1If all is okay thus far, check
your gutput file with a Writer program or file reader
to view your {rial file. If it appears like your
printer version (except for the ending summary) then
you know the program is working okay. Notice the
last record in your cutput file. 1t should show [EOF
with filename you gave it] and DATE you entered at
the beginning of the program.: If this all checks out
o.k., your program is ready to use.

If you would like to modify this program but are not
sure how te do it, please feel free to let me  know
what adjustments you would like and I will be glad to
make those changes for you.

W SouthWest Ninety-Niners/Jun '96 NSNS Psge 4



Tom's Observations

by Tom Wiels

On May 8, 1996, 1 had a very interesting conversation

with Don Walden of Cecure Electronics. As everyone
by now should know, Cecure Electronics is the
official repair centcr for all TI-99/4A equipment.

Cecure Electronics has expanded its horizoms in
recent months. The first addition to the Cecure
Electronics line of TI related products -was the
acquisition of Rave 99. This purchase took place
earlier this year and Cecure Electronics is now the
exclusive Rave 99 dealer and repair center.

Early in May, Cecure Electronics acquired Myarc, Inc,
This is a very exciting move. 1 knew this was taking
place as Don and I had discussed this some time back.
As part of the purchase, Cecure Electronics now has
in its possession some BRRAND NEW Geneve 9640
computers, Rard and Floppy Disk Coniroller Cards, and
other varied Myarc products.

Cecure i3 now the exclusive Dealer of Mvarc products
and the exclusive repair center for all Myarc
products.

Don also informed me that he is selling the current
stock of Myarc proeducts for some really guod prices.
For example a Geneve 9640 or a HFDCC for $208 each,
plus shipping. He has some Myarc 512k cards for
$125, but once they are gone, that's it. He has some
Mvarc enhanced kevboards far $£25 and Myare RS232
cards for 350, Remember, these are all BRAND NEW,
not reconditioned. :

For a complete listing of what Cecure has of the Rave
99 and the Myarc, Inc lines, call Cecure Electronics
at 800-959-9648. Oh ves, vou might also want to see
what Cecure has in new TI-99/4A parts and
accegsories,

Cactus Patch Update

Things on the Official SouthWest Ninety Niners BBS
have been extremely slow so far this year. Where we
used to average six to ten calls a day. it's more
like that per month now. This excludes my accesses
as they are usually just for maintenance.

The tiwe has come to discuss the viability of keeping
Cactus Patch online, 1've been putting this off for
some fime now, but finally decided it wasn't fair to
the members of the SouthWest Ninety Niners to
continue supporting Cactus Patch to the tune of $40 a
month, and not getting their money's worth out of it.

My estimate is it is costing the user group up to $3
per call logged. The only time there is any flurry
of activity is when certain members upload their
newsletter articles to the Cactus Patch.

I believe there are several reasodg for this decline
in usage. Number one 1is the decline in Tlers
throughout the country. Number two is older Tlers
are dieing off, literally. HNumber three, the younger
TIers are switching to the PC world. Number four,
and one that directly affects me, people are getting
more and wore involved in the PC world due to job
requirements. And fifth, software for the TI is
becoming harder to get. New software that is.

S50, what do we do with the Cactus Patch? Continue to
sink in 548 a month? Shut down the EBS and recoup as
wuch as we can in the hardware investment as we can?

Cote to the June =meeting prepared to make some
deciasion on the future of the Cactus Pntch.

Price-Costco
For those of you who are sembers of Price-Costco, as
are some members of our user group, I have some good
news for vou.

Cheaper gasoline! Yes, that's right, gas for your
car at a discount. I just filled up my car and saved
six cents a gallon. And the gas in my area is as
cheap as it comes in Tucson,.

To be able to use the Price-Costco gas pumps, you
need to present your Price-Costco membership card at
the Customer Service desk and request the gasocline
discount card. It looks like a credit card, but it
isn't. However, to get gas from their pumps, you
must have a debit or credit card. No cash or checks
accepted here.

Why am I bringing this up here? SW99UG members can
get a Price-Cosico membership through the user group.
With the price of gas being so high right now, this
is a real savings. Anvtime I know of a way to help
our sesbership save woney, 1'l1 pass it on.

Feedforth Journal June '96

by W. teonoad Tagpa

READNEWCHK is an Extended Basic File Reading program
for reading files created by the checking register
program [NEWCHECKNG]. It requiresc at least one disk
drive.

It can be used with or without a printer. It was
written for those who do not have or use a TI WRITER
type . progran, .can be used to print out
NEWCHECKNG files or display them on screen alone. As
it does so, it will sum amounts and at the end of the
file, print totals of deposits and checks and 1ist
Starting armd Ending Balances,

BEADNEWCHK includes a “"SEARCH" option that will,
search the file for whatever account code the user
wishes. For instance, if yon wanted to see the total
spent on computer suppiies in a given file, you enter
the account code you assigned for computer supplies
in the NEWCHECKNG file. READNEWCHK will run through
the file and summarize all entries assigned the
cosputer supplies code.

Here is the program listing for READNEWCHK:

1 REM [READNEWCHK] 52696 :
By W. Leonard Taffs, SW9%rs

IF POS FOR SCH L 330

EWN

100 SHe="'(use MINUS sign)
MAX length: —n

nonn.on'' 1 SH3$=" Amount
Code/Explanation

112 CALL CLEAR :: DISPLAY AT
(3,1) " [READNEWCHK] DVBO FIL
EREADER'': :" For Reading '
NEWCHECKNG'"'"'';  ; TAB(B) ;"'&CCo
UNT FILES"
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120 DISPLAY AT(1@,1):"By W.
Leonard Taffs, SW9%ers" :: D
ISPLAY AT(24,1) :"Press <ANY>
key to Continue' :: CALL KE
Y(@,K,5):: IF 8<1 THEN 120

&?ﬁ#?‘?‘%ﬁ%@u;é“él‘fﬁtéé?"

{(@/1) ":PR :: PRINT :: INPUT
"Conduct Sear‘l::h‘? (@/1) ":8C
H ;: PRINT :: IF SCH THEN IN
PUT "Enter Item: '":IT$

140 IF PR THEN OPEN #3:'PIO"
i1 OPEN #4:V'PIO" :: PRINT #
- U:OHRs(27) :CHR$(UB) ;
150 IF PR THEN CLOSE #4

160 IF SCH THEN 1738 AL SF PRT

NT :: INPUT "Enter For'd Bal
170 PRINT :: INPUT "INFILE N
AME: ":IF% :: PRINT :: INPUT
"INFILE DSK# ':DSC$ @@ IFs$=
"DEK'DSCHR" . 'LIFS

18¢ IF IF$<>'"" THEN PRINT :“
In : " IF$:,"0.K.7 (@/1)"
PRINT :: INPUT '"':0K2 :: IF
K2 THEN 199 ELSE 170

198 CALL CLEAR :: PRINT :"Op
ening Input File'';IF$: : ::
IF OK2 THEN CALL OLEAR :: OP
EN #1:1Fs$, INPUT

200 IF SCH THEN IF PR THEN P
RINT #3:TAB(22) ;"'Search for
Y ITE; in Y SEGS(IFS,6,10) ;
" DATES: @ PCT=PCT+2 ::
GOTO 220

2190 IF PR THEN PRINT #3:TAB(
23);"Report for ';SEGH(IFS,6
y1@) ;' " DATES: : :: PCT=PCT
+2

220 IF EOF (1) THEN 4Se

230 LINPUT #1:48% :: CT=CT+1
t: LNCSLNC+1 :1: A=LEN(O6%®)::
SHZ$=SEGS (A%, 15,39

240 DISPLAY AT(1, 1) :RPTS("
,140) : : DISPLAY AT(1,1):A%,C

T :: IF SCH THEN DISPLAY AT(
4,1):"Seaching: " ; IT§;S5CT
250 IF T1 THEN 27@ 1.9 IF F
W THEN PRINT SH3$:5H2$:5H9
: INPUT "Enter For'd Bal: ':
FBALS :: FB=LEN(FBALS):: FBA
L=UAi (FBAL$):: IF FB>9 THEN
250 ELSE Ti=1

25 IF FBAL=0 THEN 270 ELSE
DEP=CEP+BAL. :: TOT=TOT+BAL

260 TF FX THEN 270 ELSE CALL .

CLEAR :: FX=1

27¢ IF POS(A$,"ECF",1)THEN 4
50

280 1F SEGS(AS,1,1)="[" THEN
1450

290 CKe=SEGS(A$,1,4)
N(CK$)

309 DT$=SEC$(A%.6,4)::
N(DT$)

310 PT$=SEGS(AS,11,4)::
EN(PT$)

320 CD$=SEGS(A$,25,A)::
EN(CD$)

330 IF SCH THEN IF POS(SEGS(
Cos,1,3),IT$,1) THEN S5CT=55C
T+1 :: GOT0 34@ BELSE 220
340 AMTS=CEGE(A%,16,8) 11 AMT
=UAL (AMTS$) : 1 AM2=L EN(AMTS) ¢ :
TOT=TOT+aMT

350 IF SEGH(A%,1,1)="a" THEN
DEPC=DEPC+1 :: DEP=DEP+AMT
ELSE OKTOT=CKTOT+AMT :: CKC=
CXC+1

360 PRINT ,CT;TOT:0K$:DT$:PT
$:AMTS:C0%

370 sPg=" "'

X=LE
DT=LE
PT=
co=L

390 IF PR THEN PCT=PCT+1 ::
PRINT #3,USING 382:5P$, STRS(
CT),Cks,074,PTS,AMTS, CD$

|
i
i
I
1
I
i
t
]
I
|
)
i
1
|
I
I
|
{
|
|
|
i
I
1
1
|
I
i
]
i
H
]
4
]
]
1
)
|
|
i
|
]
[
}
i
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
|
1
1
!
1
!
I
]
1
]
1
¥
1
}
t
|
]
I
i
|
|
1
i
1

400 IF PCT=80 THEN PRINT :'A

D INPUT "MKS o PCT=0

410 CALL KEY(Q,K,3):: IF SO
1 THEN 440

420 IF K=82 THEN CLOSE #1 ::
GOTO 110

430 CALL KEY(0,K,9)::
1 THEN 430

440-60T0 220

450 REM ** EOF **
463 PRINT :IF$;" has been re

IF 8<%

ad with'';CT:" Records.'': :''T
otal Amount $';TOT
470 PRINT :"There were '";DEP

C;" deps and';CKC:' chks.'':
:"Deps — Cks= ";TOT: :'Deps=
"3 DEP: "Cks= " CKTOT

480 IF PR THEN PRINT #3: :TA
B(15) ;IF$;" with'";CT;" Recor
ds Totalled $ '';TCOT

499 1F PR TI-EN F'RINT #3: TAB(
20);DEFC;" Deps of:":DEP;" 1
ess: " TAB(20) ;CKC;" Chks of:
";CKTOT; " left Bal., ";7TOT: :
TAB(Z3) ;" (4 + Bal is an over
draft)”

562 IF PR THEN IF T1 THEN IF
FBAL<>@ THEN If PR THEN PRI
NT #3:TAB(23):"For'd Bal. of
":FBAL;:'" was Inserted."”

519 IF SCH THEN IF PR THEN P
RINT #3:TAB(25):"Search of "
;ITS®;" found' ;SSCT;" Items.''.
520 IF SCH THEN F’RINT :"Sear
ch of ";ITS;" found';S8SCT;"
Items.'

532 IF FW THEN PRINT
Bal:';FBaL;"inserted.’
5S40 IF IN THEN CLOSE #1 :: 1
F OF THEN CLOSE #2

"Fw d

Prowpts in this program after

1} DATE
report

2) Usge Printer? (8/1) ("1" activates printer)

3} Conduct Search? (8/1)
4) Enter For'd Bal? (0/1)
5) INFILE NAME:

6) INFILE DSK#

7) INFILE/DSK# will be shown with "0Q.K.?

As you

response, A zero means NO, a "t"

Your STARTING Check Register balance can bhe

in any file,

file was made.

runming program and
pregsing <ANY> key to move on from title screen:

{optional) will be printed at end of

see, the prompts use "9/1" protocol for user
means YES.

uging this program if it has not been
already included in the file's AMOUNT column when the
The balance, whether it ig in the

check
"1" in the

AMOUNT or CODE/ EXPLANATION c¢olumn,
appear as the first record
entered there when you wade the file,
if this balance was entered in the file, enter
fourth prompt

will always
in the file if it was
If you want to
above. This

fiags the

computer to paygse when it shows the first file
record. It will display the AMOUNT and CODE/
EXPLANATION columns portion of that record. This

pause displays an INPUT option to allow insertion of

starting or
/1"

length
characters,
total (s)

inserted

Also consider that
must not exceed 99,999,.99,
have to be made to both NEWCHECENG and READNEWCHK if
your account total{s) will exceed this limit.

forwarding balance if you wish to have
that balance considered in summing the file.
enter a balance,
preceded with a MINUS sign
of entry

If you

be sure to enter the balance
-nnnn.nn. The maxiums

{counting the "~" sgign) is 9

the wsaximum sua
Program changes
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This bhalance-insertion option (prompt (4)) is
provided to allow flexibility in printing a file's
sum results, With the balance inserted, vour ending
result should agree with your c¢heck register. If
this balance is not inserted (and presuming it does
not already appear in the file's first record AMOUNT
column) you can determine if the checks issued in
that file have exceeded deposits or not.

1f files for separate months have been merged, either
with a WRITER type program or with a 3rd progras {to
be forthcoming for those who do not have or use
WRITER programs), the Starting or Forwarding balance
should only appear in the AMOUNT column at the
beginning of the first file. When using the
NEWCHECKNG oprogram, the Starting Balance nr any
Forwarding Balance information should otherwise be
included in the file's first record, in the
CODE/EXPLANATION coilumn, entering zero in the AMOUNT
column:

# DATE|PAY/DEP, AMOUNT | CODE/EXPLANATION
DPee} @60l | BAL i 0.007000 For'd 5/30 BAL 108.49

If your file has a Balance in the AMOUNT columno of
its first record or you have opted to insert it, you
get the true balance in your account in the ending
file summary.

If vyou wish to Se¢arch an item,
enter "1" at prompt (3). A balance of any kind is
irrelevant when conducting an individual search, so
if this search option is chosen, the Forward Balance
prompt (4) is bLypassed. The program then prowpts you
to "Enter Item:". Here vou enter the account CODE
number you wish to view and summarize.

You will arrive at 3 File prompts: 5) Filename, 6]
disk drive where file is to be found, and 7} File
verification confirmation. Confirming the file
information will direct the program to begin reading
your file, displaving each file record at the top of
the screen. Only those records found whose CODE
matches the code you entered as "Item” will appear
scrolling up from the bottom of your screen (and
printed if vou so opted). At the end of the Search a
summary appears of the number of records read, number
and total af checks, and how many watching entries

were found. Though the screen also displays "Deps”
there will be no deposit amounts shown unless you
coded any Depoait catered in the file with this code
(conceivable if you recorded a refund, etc.).

This file reader is programmed to search only the
first 3 characters of CD$ (Code/Explanation). If vou
wish to search other columns, substitute the
appropriate column STRS variable in place of CDS in
line 338 as: IF POS(CKS,ITs,1), etc.

If you choose to use the printer option, if the file
is larger than 88 lines, the program will halt after
printing 80 lines with a screen warning to advance
your page. The latter part of line 140 and line 150
set this spacing==(0OPEN 4. . )~—delete these if yon
prefer 68 lines per page, changing "IF PCT=806" in
line 40@ to "IF PCT=60". End summary lines have not
been counted in this consideration.

If no option is selected for the first opening
prompts (zerc's for proepts 2, 3, and 4) then the
complete file is read and summed. If a forwarding or
starting balance already existed in the file, then
the total should agree with your check register.
Otherwise the SURmary reflects checks against
deposits. Generally, a positive balance indicates an
gverdraft, a npezative balance tells you you have not
overdrawn. Don't forget any bank charges wmust be
listed as checks and interest accrued as deposits.
By coding these separately vou can sum the vyear's
interest and service charges.

As the prograe 1is reading a file, you can halt the
display at any time by pressing any key (except "R").
Pressing another key makes the program resume. Using
"R" will allow you to terminate reading the file and
take you back to beginning prompts for ancther run.

The third program referred to in this article, an
Account File Editor which wmakes it possibie to
concatenate ("mergze") separate files-—for those who
do not have or don't use a TE WRITER type program,
will appear in July's newsletter. )
That's about it for using this program——I've tried
not to wake it sound too confusing, Again, please
coantact me if you have questions.

SW9%ers Potluck Picnic

Instead of a meeting in July we will have a Potluck Picnic
at the Mathis’ Home, 59Ul E 26th Street
July S5th at 6:0@ p.m.
All SW99ere and their families are invited to attend!
Start planning now!
- RSP — 747-50d6 .

June Meeting will be held as usual at the VPN First Thursday at 7 p.a.
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Members Meet

THURSDAY, June 6th at VFW Post 4903 at 7 p.m.
David Ormand will demonstrate Term 8@ by Jeff
Brown. Mike Doanc continues demonstrations
of Multiplan time permitting.

Exec Meeting

JYne %Oth - 7:08pm - VFW Post 4903% - Those whn
Plan to eat dinner please arrive early.

Who Do Ya' Call?

Richard Baron - Disk Librarian ......... 885-4812
Mike Doane - VP/Technical Assist ....... 298-3835
BJ Mathis - Editor/Library Chen ........ 747-5046
Jack Mathis - Technical Assist ......... 747-5@46
Matt Matthews - Lending/News Lib ....... 428-6910
Les Neff - Secretary ............. veeess 3276437
David Ormand - President ............... 795-2005
Rod Stallard - Treasurer ............... 745-6071
Tom Wills - BBS SysOp/Lemaing Lib ...... 8B6=2460
Open - DOM Preparation ............ T?777?7
Cactus Patch BBS ..............cc000vnns 290-6277

{Area code 520 for phone numbers above)

Membershipr Report

Tom Wilis, Matt & Jeane Matthews, and Louis Brody
renevwed their memberships in May. Newsletters will
be mailed to 46 members, plus 31 groups and vendors
this month.
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